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CHAP. I. '• • .: 

Entrance into Swedl(h Finland, — Louifa]--C«: . 
Helfingfors. — Abo. — "Journey in Jledges over - 
part of the frozen furface of the Gulf of 
febthnia.— JJ^<? of Aland. — Pajfage by fea 
to the coaji g/* Sweden. — Journey to Stock- 
Jiolm, 

THE limits of Ruffia and Sweden, ad 
fettled by the peace of Abo, are formed 
by the river Kymen, on the fouth fide where- 
of was a wooden houfe, a rampart of earth > 
and a fmall battery. Being admitted through 
a wooden barrier, guarded by a Ruffian fol- 
dier, we cjofled/a bridge to a fmall ifland^ 
paiTed another bridge over a ftream which was 
a branch of the Kymen 5 and went through 
a fecond barrier, at which ftood a Swedifh 
centinel. In quitting the Ruffian dominions, 
our baggage was ilightly fearched; and in 
entering Swedift Finland, the fame cerejnojiy 
was performed by the cuftom-houfe oflicers 

B 2 of 



4 TltAVELS INTO SWEDEIf. B. 7. 

©f that diftfia. Clofe to the frontiers, we 
changed horfes at Lilla- Abborfors ; and in 
lefs than an hour arrived at Loui£i. 

Soon after our departure from Wiburgh^ 
the weather changed from very near a thaw 
to a fevere froft } the mercury in the thermo- 
^,tter finking to 22 below freezing point. This 
/{udden alteration in the ftate of the atmo- 
fphere v^s in no wife difagreeable : the warmth 
of our clothing enabled us to defy the moft 
intenfe froft ; nor had I once occafion to ufe 
all the coverings with which I had the pre- 
caution to provide myfelf. The fiice was the 
only part which I found difficult to fecurc 
againft the attacks of the cold, and more par- 
ticularly at night, when I was inclined to 
fleep. In that ftate I generally covered my 
cheeks and forehead with the flaps of my vel- 
vet cap, leaving only my nofe and mouth free 
for refpiration; and over them I fometimes 
held my muff, or placed my handkerchief; 
which was attended with this inconvenience : 
as the breath inftantly congealed, the parts 
of the muff or handkerchief, in cpntad; with 
rny mouth, became in a (hort time fo clotted 
with iciclesji that I was obliged repeatedly to 
change their pofition, in order to prevent an 
accumulation of the frozen particles. 

Louifa 
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Louifa is an open town upon a bay of the 
Gulf of Finland ; and is guarded towards the Tea 
by a fmall fortrefs. The houfes are all of wood, 
and of two ftories ; they are painted with a red 
colour, and look much neater than thofe of the 
common towns and villages in Ruffia. Soon 
after our arrival we waited upon the governor 
to obtain an order for poll horfes, and to pro- 
cure information with refpedt to our intended 
route to Stockholm. In fummer, travellers, 
in pafling from Peterlburgh to the capital of 
Sweden, commonly go by land to Abo : there 
they take fhip, and, (leering through the nu- 
merous iflands which rife in that part of the 
Gulf of Bothnia to the eaflern fhore of Aland, 
they crofs that ifland to its weflern coaft; 
where they again embark, arid proceed di- 
redlly through a more open fea to Sweden. 
In winter, the paiTage acrofs the Gulf is not 
always pradlicable; for the channels between 
the numberlefs iflands are mpftly frozen, (o 
as not to admit veiTels, yet feldom fufficiently 
ftrong to fupport carriages ; and, when that 
happens, the remaining part of the open gulf, 
from Aland to the coaft of Sv/eden, which is 
not fprinkled with iflands, is generally fo em- 
barrafled with floating maflfes of ice, as to 
render the navigation extremely dangerous. 

B 3 The 



6 TRAVELS INTO SWEDEN. ft. jf^ 

The ufual way, thcrefofe, in winter, and which 
we intended to have purfued, lies found the 

' Gulf of Bothnia through Torneo. We . had 
anticipated the fatisfadion we fhould receive 
ftbm paffing a few days at a place rendered 
remarkable for the meaiiirement of a degree 
by tlie celebrated Maupertuis ; from making 
an excurfion into Lapland beyond the Ardlic 
Circle ; from obferving the manners and cuf- 
toms of the natives ; and from riding in fledges 
drawn by rein-deer. But, alas \ our curiofity 
was deftined not to be gratified. Upon con- 
fiilting the governor of Louifa, he informed 
us, that the feafon was too far advanced to 
proceed into Lapland ; for if a general thaw 
fhould take pjace, which feemed very likely 
Jo happen^ we fhoulA not be able to continue 
our route in fledges; and as we could not 
procure any carriages with wheels to convey 
us to Stockholm, we fliould be obliged to 
proceed by fea^ vv^hich in the fpririg of the 
year is a very dangerous and uncertain navi- 

' gation. He added alfo, that the paflage acrofs 
the Gulf of Bothnia was at this time fortu- 
nately practicable ; as the channels^ between the 
fmall iflands v/ere fufficiently frozen to bear 
fledges, and the other part of the Gulf was not 
Qbfl:rudcd with floating mafles of ice. Arid 
7 ' when 
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.when the governor perceived that, notwith- 
ilanding the £ivourable opportunity of crofling 
the Gulf of Bothnia, and the dangers which 
would neceflarily attend our journey by land^ 
we feemed eager to purfue our expedition to 
Lapland, he preiTed his advice with the moft 
forcible realbns; and would not deiifl until 
he had even extorted a promife that we would 
proceed direftly to Abo, .The gentleman to 
whom we were indebted for this friendly re- 
monftrance, was a fenfible well-informed old 
man, of Scotch extradtion; and had ferved 
during feveral years in France in the Royal 
Swediih regiment. During a long converlk- 
tion which we held with him, " You have 
^' probably," he faid, ** conceived a bad opi- 
*' nion of Finland, from the regions , which 
" you have already traverfed, which are the 
" moft defolate parts of the province ; but I 
^' affure you, that a few miles from the fea- 
*•' coaft it is a very agreeable country, fertile 
" in pafture, rye, oats, and barley. From the 
** abundance of rivers and lakes, fome of 
*' which are of confiderable length, an inland 
^* navigation might eafily be formed at little 
" expence, and facilitate a cpmmunicatioii 
^ between the different diftrids." 

B 4 Fcbi^ 



8 TRAVELSINTO SWEDEN. B. 7^ 

Feb. 9. In purfuance of his advice/ inftead 
of continuing our route towards Lapland, wc 
made our way to Abo. We fet off at eight 
in the evening, and were lighted duriag the 
whole night by a beautiful Aurora Borealis : 
the thermometer was fcarcely below freez- 
ing point. Our road lay near the (hore of 
the Gulf of Bothnia, through a hilly, rocky^' ., 
and woody country. I obferved the ground 
thickly ftrewcd with detached mafles of gra- 
nite, as if broken by fome violent convulfion. 
We frequently faw large flights of groufe, 
black cocks, and ptarmigans. In thefe parts 
the large fpecies of groufe, called the cock 
of the wood, a bird almoft equal in fize to a 
fmall turkey, is not unconunon; the moor- 
fowl and ptarmigans are very plentiful; but 
the black game is fb abundant, that we fel- 
dom fat down to dinner, even at the com- 
moneft inns, without being regaled with a 
brace of thofe delicious birds. ' Having pafled 
fcveral large lakes, with which the country 
abounds, and crofled the frozen furface of 
a bay of the Gulf of Finland, we arrived on 
the enfuing morning at Helfingfors, which 
ilands in a very romantic fituation, upon a 
riling fhore, near fcveral rocks and huge frag- 
Clients of granite. 

Agreeably 
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Agreeably ta an invitation from the go- 
vemor of Helfingfbrs, to whom we applied 
for ftirther information refpeding our pdTage 
acrofs the Gulf of Bothnia, we repaired in the 
evening to a ball : the gentlemen and ladies 
all wore the new Swedifh df efs * ; and amufbd 
themielves chiefly with minuets and £n^(h 
country-dances. The company were very 
polite and attentive to us^ and feveral accofted 
us in French. 

Clofe to Heliingfors is a (mall fort, calkd 
tJlricaberg, capable of containing 200 men ; 
and at a little diftance another was eredting, in 
Odober 1784, named Scatander Tyg, which 
will hold a garrifbn of 400 foldiers. 

But one of the moft curious and important 
fertrefles in the .Swedifh dominions, and per- 
haps in Northern Europe, is Sveaborg, fituated 
near Helfingfors in Finland. In my former 
tour we were not permitted to vifit this for- 
trefs for want of an order from the court ; but 
we were more fortunate in our fecond journey 
through thefe parts; his Swediih majeftyhimfclf 
having condefcended to command the prime mi- 
nifter. Count Crcutz, to give us an Order for 

♦ See the defcription and engravings of thefe drefles in 
the next chapter 11. 

that 
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that 'purpofc. In confcquence of this pafT- 
poit, the governor of the fortrefs fent his boat 
to convey us to the fortrefs, and tiid .us the 
honour to accompany us himfelf rovmd the 
works^ and to point out what was mpft re- 
markaSle^ 

About three miles and an half from the 
town of Helfingfors are feveral fin^l rocky 
illands in the Gulf of Finland, which com* 
pofe the fortrefs of Sveaborg. They have 
been lately fortified, in order to maintain a 
fleet in conftant readinefs to fail, and to 
contain a garrifon in cafe Finland fhould be 
invaded. 

The iflands, which compofe this fortrefe, 
are feven in number, and all lie within the 
circumference of four miles, in the following 
dire<3:ion : i . Long-on, or Long Ifland, lies 
S; W. and is the neareft to Helfingfors ; it is 
600 feet in length, and 300 in breadth. 2^ 
Wafter Swart-on, or Weft Black Hand, S. E. 
of Long-cin ; i ,400 feet in length, and 800 in 
breadth. 3. Lilla Swart-6n, or Little Black 
Ifland, Eaft of Wafter Swart ; 800 feet fquare^ 
4. Ofter Swart^on, or Eaft Black Ifland> Eaft 
of Lilla Swart; 3,000 feet in length, and 
i,6oo in breadth. 5. Warg-6n, or Wolfs 
Ifland, lying in the center between Wafter 

and 
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and Lilla Swartz-on ; 2,400 feet in lengthy 
and 2,000 in breadth. It is the principal 
ifland, and contains the governor's houfe, 6. 
Guftaf s Ward, or the Arms of GiiftavuSy 
S. E. ofWarg-6n; 1,600 feet in length, and 
1,200 in breadth, 7. Skantz Landet, or 
Land-fortrefs, South of Guftaf s Ward, aa 
iflahd as big as both Warg-on and Oiler 
* Swart-6n, but of which only 600 feet are to 
be fortified. 

The projeft of furrounding thefe iflands 
with fortifications was formed by General 
Ehrenfwald, and the- work was begun in 1748. 
*>f. 750,000 have been already expended, and 
to complete the remainder will require abovc^ 
jT. 500,000. * 

It is computed, that the whole might be 
finiflied in about fix years, if fufficient money 
could be obtained for that purpofe; but ac- 
cording to' the flow manner in which the work 
is now carrying on, a century muft elapfe be- 
fore its completion* 

The works are really ftupendous and worthy 
of the ancient Romans. The walls of the 
fort^ations are chiefly of hewn granite, co- 
vered with earth, and are from fix to ten feet 
^ck, arid in a few places not \e& than 48- in 
height. The batteries, which begin -upon* x, 

level 
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level with the water, and rife in tiers one above 
the other in all direftions, commanding the 
only channel through which large veflels can 
fail to Helfingfors, render the pafiage of the 
enemy's fleet extremely dangerous, if not im- 
pradlicable. 

In Warg-on is a dry dock, which is capa- 
ble of containing ten frigates. It is hollowed 
in the folidTOck, is 800 feet long, 200 broad, 
and about fourteen deep. It is divided into 
three equal parts by two brick walls, which 
run lengthways ; each part contains four fri- 
gates, and may be clofed with fluice-gates, fo 
Aat each veflel lies feparately from the others. 
The whole is covered with a wooden pent- 
•houfe roof, in order to preferve the frigates 
from the rain. When I was there this baibn 
contained eleven frigates, which, in cafe of 
war, would be removed by letting ia the 
water, and opening the fluice-gates. 

At one extremity of this dock is ^ flnall — - 
balbn 200 feet fquare, clofed at each end with 
fluice-gates, which ferves for the entrance and 
exit of the frigates, and likewife for repairing 
or building ihips. At the other extremity^ 
another bafon was' quite finiflied of the lame^=^ 
dimenfions with the former, for a m^n of war— 
This bafoji may likewife ferve for the pafllag^s 
8 • 6^^ 
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of the frigates, whenever the other is employed 
in repairing or building (hips. The maga- 
zines for the ihips ftores and artillery arc 
built clofe to the edge of the water, which is 
of fufficient depth to admit each veflel to lie 
clofe to the quay, 2nd be equipped without 
further trouble. 

There is an excellent port for 70 fhips of 
the line, and a fmall harbour no lefs fecure for 
ten frigates. 

The garrifon, in the month of October 
1784, confifted of 350 foldiers and 600 ma- 
rines; but when the whole fortifications arc 
completed, will require 1 2,000 men* 

For the purpofe of building fhips at Svea- 
borg, the Swedes procure the oak from Goth- 
land, part of the flax from Finland, hemp and 
mafts from Riga. Such, in Odtober 1784, 
was the ftate of the fortifications of Svcaborg ; 
a fortrefs, which, even in its prcfent unfiniflied 
ftate, will be capable of harrailing the Ruffians 
in cafe of a war, and which, if ever it fliould 
be con^ipleted, may juftly be called the Gibral- 
tar of the north. 

Feb. II. We quitted Helfingfors on the 

morning, and arrived at Abo, which is diftant 

about 1 50 miles, on the evening of the 1 2th, 

through a tradl of country that feemed better 

peopled than the other parts of Finland which 

wc 
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fide is a fquarc tower, looking towards the 
Gulf of Bothnia ; in an apartment of which 
Eric the Fourteenth was for ibme time im- 
prifoned. This palace has been lately con- 
verted into a diftillery for fpirituous liquors. 

Feb. 13. About 40 miles from Abo we 
arrived upon the Grulf of Bothnia ; and pafled 
over the frozen furface along a track marked 
with two rows of fmall trees and boughs placed 
upright in the ice as a diredlion for travellers : 
we crofled occafionally feveral fmall iflands 
and rocks, feparated from each other by ftraits 
from fifty yards to four or five miles in breadth. 
At midnight we flopped upon the ifland Va- 
rifala till break of day; as well from the 
dread of large holes in the ice which render 
travelling by night extremely hazardous j as 
becaufe our danger would have been ex- 
treme, if we had wandered from the path, 
and been loft upon the wide expanfe of ice ; 
which had nearly happened to colonel Floyd, 
as he thus defcribes in his journal. ** A 
" cowardly driver overturned me into the 
" fnow, but the fall was gentle. Night came 
" on, at firft very much overcaft, but after- 
** wards illuminated by an Aurora BoreaHs, 
" which was, however, not in ftreaks like 
" thofe ufually in England, but a continued 
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" glare of red light. We arrived at length 
** upon the Gulf, crofled a flieet of ice many 
'* miles in length, and fome fmall rqcky 
** iflands, upon one of which my driver fud- 
*• denly turned into the yard of a peafant's 
** cottage, and flopped. I foon perceived that \ 

** he had loft his way : inquiry being in vain * 

•* on my part, as I could not fpeak the Ian- 
'*. guage, I encouraged him by figns to en- 
** deavour to regain the track 5 he complied, 
** but with fuch ill-humour, that he drove 
*' againft a rock, and again overfet me, though 
** fortunately without any bad confequence; 
** he then pafled by a narrow way through a 
'* wood, and ibon arrived at the edge of the 
*' iiland« I liftened eagerly for the found of 
** the other fledges, but to no purpofe ; then, 
^ anxioufly looking around me, I defcried at 
" fome diftance the boughs which mark the 
*' road over the ice; and, inftantly pointing 
** it out, we purfued the path, and after feveral 
** miles overtook my companions, determined 
" never again to lofe fight of the laft fledge. In 
'* crofling, however, another ifland, the fledge 
^* which immediately preceded mine fuddenly 
" flopped : we had again loft the way, but 
" foon recovered it, and joined the party." 
Vol. IV. C Upon 
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Upon VariTala we found a comfortable vD- 
hjgc; the inhabitants were Fins, and ipoke 
only the Finnifh tongue, 

Feb. 14. We fet out early : the weather was 
hazy and unpromifing, and a ftrong breeze be- 
gan to frefhen. The poft was about 1 8 n>iles 
in length : we paffed many fmall iflands and 
rocks ; fome covered with underwood, and 
fprinkled with villages; others were nothing 
but bare granite, without a fingle habitation 
or tree. In a few places the ice of the Gulf 
was a fmooth fheet ; in others it was roughly 
frozen in waves and large mafles. The vaft 
extended plain of ice, broken in abrupt ridges, 
the boundlefs and dreary track marked only 
by a Une of trees and boughs, and the rugged 
rocks ftarting up on every fide, afforded one of 
the moft defolate fcenes imaginable. 

We changed horfes at Brando, an ifland 
which contained fix or ftvcn villages; a church; 
fome arable land; and fmall woods. About 
three we arrived upon the ifland Kumblinge, 
36 miles from Varifala ; and as the next poft 
was above thirty miles ; we prudently - took 
up our quarters in a peafant's cottage, rather 
than again encounter the hazards of a journey 
by night. . The peafants were well cl^othed; 
the men were long cloth coats- lined witl^ 
§ jQieep- 
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ibeep-ikia; the ^vomen a ftriped kind of 
woollen fhiff, of misd colours, chiefly green^ 
white, and red : they feemed reiy honeft ; and 
our icrvants had no occafion to employ the 
iame vigilance in watching the luggage as 
was lequifite in Ruffia *. The cottages were 
llmilt like thofe in Ruflia, with ^ole trees 
piled one upon the other, and mortaifed and 
tenanted at each extremi^; the timbers <^ 
ieverai were iawed on the outfide in the jR)rm 
of planks^ They generally contain two or 
diree. apartments, fmall, but neat and clean i 
have all brick chimniest and a femicircular 
fire-^place high and narrow, in which the wood 
is placed upright, and by means of birch-bark 
ihAantaneoufly kindled. The villagers poflclTcd 
many conveniences of life, which we did not 
noeet with in Ruilia ; particularly beds, and a 
greater variety of houfehold furniture. 

While our dinner was preparing, we ftroUed 
to a windmill fituatcd on an eminence ,• fiom 
whence we commanded a full view of the 
iHand, which feemed a huge pile of rocks of, 
red and grey granite. Near the village we 
obferved three or four fields which had been 
fown with rye, and at a little diilance a fmall 

• SteVoLI. p. 5^8. 
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wood of firs and birch; in the other parts 
we could difcoyer nothing but juniper and 
mof;. Beiide the hut in which we wfre 
lodged^ it contained a church and a few feat-*- 
ter^ cottages. The inhabitants of Rumbiingt 
ipoke the Swedifh language. The fevere froft- 
of the preceding day was fucceeded by* a: fud- 
den thaw, accompanied with rain and fleet ; 
and in the evening a vidient hurricane * came 
on ; we heard on all fides the cracking of 
the ice founding like the explofions of thunder, 
and which alarmed us with the dread of be- 
ing detained in fo d/eary a fpot : for :if, as wc 
had reafon to apprehend, the ice had been 
broken up, it could not have been pafled in 
fledges; and a continuance of the thaw for 
a fortnight at leaft Would have been roqui-^ 
fite, before any communication by water could 
have been formed with the continent or neigh-* 
bouring iflands. The wind increafing to a 
moft violent degree, to wards midnight, and the 
noife from the burfting of the ice red(»ibling, 
we imagined that a confiderable delay was 
unavoidable; and began to inquire whether 
the inhabitants were furnifhed with fufficient 
provifions to fupply our wants and their owm 
We were happy to find that four cows, a 
few hogs, and f^oujtry, and a large ftore of 

haid 
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hard bread, ivhich they bake twice in the 
year, were more than fufficient to remove all 
apprehenfions of famine during a much longer 
period than we were likely to remain upon 
the iiland. Fortunately, however, we did not 
put theie refburces to the trial: towards 
morning the "wind fubfided, and the ^ents 
in the ice not appearing dangeroust we were 
able to continue our route at fun-rife. It 
yns a mofl delightful day; in the morning 
the mercury in the thermometer flood at two 
degrees above freezing point, and at noon ro& 
to five ; the fun fhone with fuch brightnefs^ 
and the weather was fo clear and warm, that 
we might almofl have imagined it to have 
been fumjner, if we had not been undeceived 
by jthe frozen -mafs around us. On the pre- 
ceding day the whole fcenery was uniformly 
enveloped with fnow, which having been 
melted, the furface of the Gulf became a pure 
expanfe of ice : the diflance to the next pofl 
was about 35 miles, and much lefs diverfified 
with illands than the parts which we had 
pafled previous to our arrival at Kumblinge. 
In one place we traverfed a level fheet of 
ice, at leaft ten. miles in length, unbroken 
with a fingle rock or ifland ; but as the late 
florm had produced feveral apertures, and as 

C 3 the 
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the thaw greatly incrcared, we weftt oh \rtth 
caution ; and were preceded hy a guide> who 
eariied a hatchet and plumbing iron; with 
the former he occafionally cut the ice, and 
with the latter he meafured its thicknefs ; in 
order to afcertein whether it was fufRciently 
ftrortg to fupport our fledges. In fome places 
he made a confiderable circuit to avoid an 
aperture 5 often called out to the drivers to 
keep at fome diftance from each other; and 
repeatedly warned them to follow the precife 
track which he purfued. In this manner ho 
conduced us in about eight hours> and with- 
out the leaft accident, to the ifle of Aland. 

Aland, which gives to this clufter of iflands 
the general appellation of the Ifles of Aland, 
is about 40 miles in l^gth, and from 1 2 to 
16 in breadth: it contains about fifteen vil-^ 
lages, and 9000 inhabitants ; they fpeak the 
Swedjfli language, but are included in the 
government of Finland, both as to :(piritual 
gnd temporal affairs. The bafis of the foil 
feemed to be granite, of the fame nature with 
the ihores of Finland, and of the numerous 
iflandg which we had lately traverfedj and 
the whole affemblage of them looked like a 
tldgo of roclf 5, which had been once joined to 

faeh 
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ttbdi Other and to the continent^ but under* 
mined and fepaiated by the fbu 

We changed horfes at Vaiyat, Scarpats^ 
Hzrcitby, Enkerby, and Trebcnka, betweea 
Scaqiats and HarqUby we defcended into a 
broader and more cultivated plain than we 
had obienred Since we had quitted Finland: 
it contained arable and paffaue knd^ a Iake» 
and a rvver. In the midft of this plain ifamd, 
upon an infiiiar nx:k of red granite^ the ruins 
(^an antient palace, called Caftelholm, which, 
as it is remarkable in die hiAory of Sweden^ 
we flopped to examine. It commands a pleaf-« 
ing^ though bounded profped: of two fmall 
hkcs, wfaoie banks rife into gende eminences 
ikirted with wood. The cafUe is partly built 
widi red granite of a very beautiful colour 
and grain, and pardy with brick. To this 
foiitary rock, Eric XIV. fbn and fucceflbr of 
Giiftavus Vala, was, in 1571, confined by 
his brodier John III. The dungeon, in which 
he W2» imprifoned, ftill bears the name of the 
apartment of Eric. In order to gain accefs to 
it, we crawled through an arch upon our 
hands and knees, on account of the Heaps of 
ftones and bricks which obftrufted the paf- 
iage : we then came into the Ihell of a large 
apartment, from whence we entered a fmall 
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room ; and having afcended a ladder of liine 
or ten fteps, many of which were broken^ 
and which from its antiquity was probably 
the very ladder that exifted in the days of the 
royal prifoner, we pafled through a trap-door 
into the apartment of Eric. It is about 20 
feet long and 11 broad; low and vaulted; 
and has only one finall opening to admit the 
light, which is fcarcely more than two indies 
in breadth. I ihall have occafion in another 
place to mention the fufferings and cata-* 
ftrophe of this very unfortunate fovereign* 

Having gratified our curiofity at Caftel« 
holm^ we continued our route during the night: 
the fnow being all melted by the thaw, our 
journey was tedious and dilagreeable j our 
Hedges were flowly dragged over the rocky 
and {sLtidy roads ; fo that we did nol^ before 
five in the morning, reach the place of em^ 
barkation upon the weflern fhgre of the ifland. 
The wind blowing directly contrary, we took 
up our lodging at the poft-houfe, and re-» 
tired reludtantly to refl; but were awakened 
about ten, with the agreeable news that it 
was fliifted, and that we might be able to 
crofs the Gulf, . The only decked velTel which 
this place afforded being ice-bound, we had 
jiQ pthpr refource but twg ope^ boats, manned 

with 
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\fnih a pUot, five or fix .fiihennen, and about 
ten pea&nts ; but» as the weather was fine, we 
ordered our baggage on board, and embarked 
at mid-day. The diftance to the oppofite coafi: 
is 40 miles. The firfl part of this pafiage was 
interiperfed with feveral fmall rocky illands^ 
one of which appeared inhabited; but from 
the extremi^ of the laft ifland, which is about 
26 miles fi-om the continent of Sweden, the 
fea is entirely open. From that point we had 
a fi&e breeze, which carried us at the rate of 
feven knots in the hour; and we were within 
fix nules of the coaft about fun-fet, with the 
proiped of a fpeedy difembarkation ; but foon 
afterwards the breeze flackened, and was fol- 
lowed by a cakn, which lafted about half an 
hour; when the wind rofe in the oppofite 
quarter, and blew diredUy firom ihore. In this 
fituation the night overtook us; the gale 
freihened; the fea ran high; the coaft was 
rocky and fiiU of breakers ; our veflel a crazy 
open fifhiilg boat; and the greateft part of 
our crew wholly unexperienced. We in vain 
endeavoured by tacking and rowing to reach 
the fhore ; and we began to be ferioufly alarm- 
ed, left we (bould not be able to weather the 
ftorm : in this ftate of anpety we continued un- 
tH midnight, the gale hourly incrqafing ; when 

at 
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tt length by a fortunate tack and inceflknt 
rowing, we got,cuukr the lee of a high coaft: 
we inftantly hauled down the fiuls, and rawed 
ibr. a confiderable time, though ftiU vnthoat 
being able, on account of die breakers, to 
find a proper place for landing* After ievend 
ftuitle& attempts, we at Uft drove the boat 
upon fhore^ and disembarking, after much 
pains^ upon a (helving hill of ice, we crawled 
vpCMi our hands and knees; and gained die 
hnd, though with much diffiailty* We here 
eicaped a danger, which at the time we did 
not apprehend; as we were afterwards in- 
formed that thefe fhelves of ice are freqoendy 
full o£ large holes, into i?diich had we £dlen 
we muft inevitably have perilhed. Having. 
providentially efcaped thefe and other perils 
we procured a guide from an adjacent cot- 
tage ; and proceeded to Cridehamn^ about the 
dillance of three miles. We walked through 
woody and rugged ways, half melted ice, fome- 
times above our ancles in water, repeatedly 
falling doWn, but exceedingly happy diat we 
were upon land : for we heard the wind blow- 
ing very boifteroufly, and the breakers roaring 
with increafing violence. About three in the 
morning we arrived at the inn; and at five, 
the other bark, containing our fervsmts and 
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baggagCt landed with fHIl grtatcr difficulty 
than we had experienced, and after havmg 
narrowly cfcaped being wrecked upon the 
rocks : the failors were fo terrified that they 
cried; and our courier was inceflantly em- 
ployed in croffing himfelf, and exclaiming^ 
^' Dominej nonfum dignus nwriC' " Lord, I am 
** not worthy to die *." 

Feb. 

* The numerous fhoals and rocky iflands render this 
pdd&ige exCremelj dangerous ^ all feafons of the year, 
whenever the wind is high or the fea rough s and this dan» 
ger is increafed by die unfldifiilneis of the iailors, and the 
frail condition of the open boats employed on tbe(et)cca- 
HonF. In my fecond expedition into the north, in 1784, 
J pafled from Griilehamn to Abo, and was again expofed to 
fome difficulties. 

QQusb^ i6« We embarked at Griflehamn at Cx in the 
piorning, and a &vourable breeze carried us in lefs than 
Aree hours and a half to the fmall ifle of Eckeru, dilhnc 
about 36 miles from the coaft of Sweden. From Eckeru 
we ferriod over the bay of Markftind to Fredenby, on the 
ifle of Aland, and croiTed that ifland to Bomarfund, a fmall 
village at its eaftem extremity. From that place there are 
two paflages to Abo; the one is to ferry over the feverai 
ftraits and firths to Kumblinge, Brando, and feverai other 
(mail iflands, to the continent of Finland, about fix miles 
from Abp ; the other is to proceed the whde way by (ea 
firom Bomerfund to Abo. As the removal of our carnage 
from the feverai boats at t)ie numerous ferries would have 
been attended with unavoidable delays in the former paf- 
^e, we preferred *the latter, and accordingly hired two 
4»pe^ boats to convey us dir^6):ly to Abo» 

The 
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Feb. 1 8. As die fnow had totally diiap- 
peared, the dragging of our fledges over the 
bare ground was a work of fuch difficulty and. 

labour^ 

The next morning we embarked at fevcn, and were ex- 
{>edittoufly carried forwards by a fide breeze. But a$ the 
wind blew frefli, and die fea ran high, a S wedifh gentk- 
man, whom we had accidentally met at Griflehamii, and 
wfbo had dedred to accompany us to Abo, was fuddenly 
alarmed; and communicating his fears to the boatmen, 
prevailed upon diem to land upon Long Ifknd, about four 
miles from Bomerfund. Here they continued three hours 
tipon the beach, refifting all our importunides and offers to 
induce them to proceed. The wind at length fomewfaat 
ibadng, they were prevailed upon to iet fei) ; but in a fhort 
time the isulors (if they deferve that appellation) were foon 
again ferioufly alarmed, and their panic was ftill farther in- 
creafcd by the terrors of the Swedifh gendeman, who> like 
Gonzalo in the Tempeft, " would have given a thouiand 
^ furlongs of fea for an acre of barren ground, long heath, 
^ brown furze, or any thing.'* 

At length, the maft cracking towards the bottom, the 
boatmen took down the fail, and put in at a litdeifland, ot 
rather rock, where we all landed. 

It was now two o'clock ; and as the failors declared therr 
refolution of not veiituring again to fea till the wind 
abated, we had die profpc£t of pafling the night on this 
dreary fpot. We accordingly examined our ftation. It 
was a fmall rocky ifland of red granite, about a quarter of 
a mile in circumference, yielding a few blades of ruflet- 
grafs, and twenty or thirty ftubbed trees ; expofed on all 
^ides to " the pitikfs winds," and furrounded by inhabitable 
crags ftarting up in the midft of the waves. 

Having 
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labour ; that, notwithftanding we began our 
journey about ten in the momihg, :and tra- 
velled till dufk; we were fcarcely able to 
reach the village of Staby, which was diftant 
only 20 miles from Gfiflehamn; although 
half die route lay over large lakes and flooded 
marfhes, where we ftill £>imd the ice fufH^ 
ciently ftrong. The experience of thi$ day's 
journey convinced us to what a wretched -fitu- 
atbn we fhould have been reduced, if we had 

Having landed our providons, we made a comfortable 
.meal on ibme cold ham and chicken, coUe6led feme 
brandiesi kindled a fire, and felled two trees, in order to 
fuppljr us with fuel during the cold night we were preparing 
to pa& in (6 deferted a fpot. Towards Evening, however, 
we fortunately overcame the obftinacy of the boatmen, 
and prevailed upon them by importunities and money to 
re^mbark before it was dulk ; but as they were apprehen- 
fivc of trufting their little bark to the open fea as far as 
Kumblinge, the neareft habitation in the way to Abo, they 
returned to Long Ifland, and landed us about feven at a neat 
village called Oilerwick, where we found good beds and 
tolerable accommodations, greatly enhanced by cQmpanng 
our fituatton with that of the defert ifland we had recently 
quitted, on which we expeded to have pafled a moft com- 
fortless nigbL 

The next morning a gentle but favourable breeze car- 
ried us above feventy miles, through narrow ftraits, between 
numerous iflands, and rocky coafts, wild yet fprinkled with 
trees, to a final! village on the peninfula of Finland, about 
t%o inile9. from Abo. 

purfued 
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Defcription of Stockholm. — Prefentation io 
the king. — Court. ^-^N^w Swedifh drejs. 
— Public /uppers. — Rtyal family. -r-Tombs 
and cJbara£lers of Mzgnns Ladiflas, Charles 
Canutfon, Guftavus Adolphus, Charles XI. 
and XII. -^Rcyal Academy of Science/.—^ 
Its tranfaSlions. — Schools. — Converfation 
with a Laplander on the general Jiate of 
'Lz^hndi.— ^Similarity between the Hunga- 
lian and Lapland languages. — Drottning- 
hohn.^^^Additional remarks. 

TH E foundation of Stockholm * is, by 
the heft Swedifti writers, generally at- 
tributed to Birger Jarl, regent of the kingdom, 
about the middle of the 1 3th century, during 
the minority of his fon Waldemar, who had 
been raifed to the throne by the ftates of the 

* The reader who is fond of fuch inquiries, may confult 
Dalins Gefchichte von Sweden, Vol. 11. p. 178, upon the 
derivation of the appellation of Stockholm, where he will 
find bow many abfurd etymologies may be given to die 
word Stock, 

kingdom ; 
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kingdom ; but it was not before the lafl: cen- 
tury that the royal refidence was transferred 
from Upfala to this city. 

During the courfe of my travels, I have 
leen no town with whofe lituation I was fo 
much ftruck as with that of Stockholm, for 
its fingular and romantic fcenery. This capi- 
tal, which is very long and irregular, occu- 
pies, beiide two peninfulas, feven fmall rocky 
iflands, fcattered in the Maeler, in the ftreams 
which iflue from that lake, and in a bay of the 
Baltic. .A variety of con trailed and enchant- 
ing views are formed by numberlefs rocks of 
granite rifing boldly from the furface of the 
Water, partly bare and craggy, partly dotted 
with houfes, or feathered with wood. The 
harbour is an inlet of the Baltic : the water is 
of fuch depth that (hips of the largeft burthen 
can approach the quay, which is of confider- 
able breadth, and lined with fpacious buildings 
and warehoufes. At the extremity of tlie har- 
bour feveral ftreets rife one above another in 
the form of an amphitheatre ; and the palace, 
a magnificent building, crowns the fummit. 
Towards the fea, about two or three miles 
from the town, the harbour is contracted into 
a narrow ftrait, and, winding among high 
rocks, difappears from the fight ; and the prof- 
VoL. IV. D pec^ 
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pefl: is terminated by diftant hills, overfpread 
with foreft. It is far beyond the power of 
words, or of the pencil, to delineate thefe fin- 
gular views. The central ifland, from which 
the city derives its name, and the Riddarholm, 
are the handfomeft parts of the town. Ex- 
cepting in the fuburbs, where feveral houfes 
are of wood painted red, the generality of the 
buildings are of ftone, or brick ftuccoed 
white. The royal palace, which Hands in 
the center of Stockholm, and upon the higheft 
Ipot of ground, was begun by Charles XI. : 
it is a large quadrangular ftone edifice ; and 
the ftyle of architedlure is both elegant and 
magnificent. The traveller, who is fond of 
the pifturefque in nature, will be charmed with 
many delightful points of view ; but with none 
more than that from an eminence in the South 
fuburbs, called the Mount of Mofes. >■ rom 
this enchanting fpot, the fpedrator ccni- 
mands a bird's-eye view, almoft: unparalKried 
in its kind, of the city and its various ilks, of 
the harbour, the cJianiici, iind liie lake Malcr, 
forming an aficri.bL;nce cf rccki;^ hcufc^-^ 
wood, fliip?, and water. In all the variety cf 
rugged, bcautiflil, cind roiuantic i^:cnGry. 

Feb. 23. At ilven in the evening we ac- 
ccrripanitrd the Engliih nii:ufl.cr. Sir Thom-as 

Wroughton, 
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roughton, to court, to have the honour of 
ng prefented to Guftavus III. All the 
ipany in the drawing-room, the foreign 
lifters and ourfelves excepted, wore the 
onal habit lately introduced into this 
ntry by his prefent Majefty. The drefs 
the men refembles the old Spanifh, and 
fifts of a fhort coat, or rather jacket, a 
ilcoat, a cloak, a hat with a feather a la 
nry IV. a fafh round the waift, a fword, 
re and full breeches, and rofes in the flioes : 
cloak is of black cloth edged with red 
lin ; the coat or jacket, and breeches, are 
D black, ornamented with red ftripes and 
ttons; the waiflcoat, the fafh, the pinks 
the knees, and rofes for the fhoes, are of 
. fattin. The drefs of the ladies is a black 
L robe with flit flcevcs puffed with white 
VL^y coloured fafli and ribbands. This is 
J ufual court apparel. On folemn fcf^ivals 
: men wear white or blue cloth or filtin, 
id and ftriped with red fattin ; the women 
lite filk or fattin, with coloured ribbands 
I fafh. The men, who li^ve not been pre- 
ted at court, are dreffed almofl entirely ia 
ck, without any red lining and ornaments ; 
I the women of the fame defcription mufl 
: appear with the white gauze flecves. Jn 
D 2 other 
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Other refpedls, their attire is fimilar to that juft 
defcribed. 

About half paft feven, the king and queen 
entered the drawing-room, both in the na- 
tional habit. His majefty pafled gradually 
from one end of the apartment to the other; 
addrefled himfelf to different perfons with great 
vivacity; and faluted, according to the eti- 
quette of the court, every fenator's lady. 
Being prefented to the king and queen, his 
majefty did us the honour to converfe widi 
' each of us for a confiderable time, with great 
tondefcenfion and affability. At the con- 
clufion of this ceremony they withdrew into 
an adjacent apartment, and were followed by 
great part of the company. The king played 
at trente et quarante with about twenty per- 
fons; and the queen fat down to ombre. 
About nine, their majefties quitted play, and, 
repairing to another apartment, fupped in 
public : the princefs Sophia Albertina was 
the only perfon who fat down to table with 
them, that honour being on.thefe occafions 
.confined to the royal femily. Oppofite to their 
majefties, at a fmall diftance from the lower 
end of the table, were ranges of taboarets or 
ftools for fenators' and ambaffadors' wives, no 
other ladies being permitted to fit, fo tliat none 

belo\y 
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below thofe ranks ever make their appearance 
at thefe entertainments. 

The ftrifteft adherence to form is observed 
in this court : while many fovereigns of 
Europe are endeavouring to retrench the 
ceremonies attendant on royalty, Guftavus III. 
has introduced a degree of pomp and etiquette 
fimilar to that ufed at Verfailles, and hitherto 
unknown in this country. The king appears 
to poflefs too enlarged an underftanding to be, 
in this inftance, a fervile imitator of the 
French : it is therefore more probable, that 
his motive for this condud: is in fome mea- 
fure political ; as the increafe of royal prero- 
gative may have rendered it expedient to 
throw an additional fplendour round the ma- 
jefly of the throne. During fupper the king 
talked almoft inceffantly with the Swedifh 
nobility, and the foreign minifters and gentle- 
men who flood near his perfon. 

On the following Tuefday, at the fame 
ceremony of a drawing-room and a public 
fupper, his majefty did me the honour to 
converfe with me above half an hour upon 
various points of the Swedifh hiftory. He 
delighted me with many lively remarks and 
judicious refledions upon the different cha- 
radters of the kings of Sweden : and particu- 

D 3 ' larly 
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l^rly expatiated with rapture upon the emi- 
nent qualities of Guftavus Vafa and GuilavuS 
Adolphus, who fecmed the favourite objed:s 
of his admiration. Among other topics he 
mentioned the propofal made by Eric XIV. 
to efpoufe our Elizabeth, and the fplehdid 
embalTy of that, monarch's brother John to 
London, for the purpofe of demanding her in 
marriage ; adding, that this tranfa<9don had 
efcaped the notice of many of the Englifli 
hiftorians; and that even Hume, who in 
general pays greater attention to foreign af- 
fairs, had touched on it only in a very curfory 
manner: he concluded by obferving, that 
Cclfius, in his excellent Life of Eric XIV *» 
had given a very curious and circumftantial 
account of John's embafly, and of the whole 
correfpondence between Eric and Elizabeth. 

As our flay at Stockholm was very fhort, 
I had no further opportunity of enjoying 
thofe agreeable and inftrudlive converlations 
with which I might have been indulged by 
his majefly's uncommon condefcenfion. Giif- 
tavus IIL was born on the 24th of January^ 

* The original of this excellent work is written in 
Swedi/h ; there is a French tranflation which I read with 
great pleafure, particularly the part to which the king al- 
luded. See Hiftoire d'Eric XIV. par Olof Celfius. 

1746 i 
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1746 ; in 1 77 1 afcended the throne upon the 
demife of his father Adolphus Frederic ; and 
in the courfe of the following year efFedted 
the revolution which xonfiderably extended 
the regal authority. By his- queen, Sophia 
Magdalena, daughter of Frederic V. late king 
3f Denmark, he has ifllie Guftavus Adolphus, 
prince royal of Sweden, and Charles Gufkvus, 
fince deceafed. The other members of the 
royal family are his majefty's brothers, prince 
Charles duke of Sundermanland, who efpoufed 
Hedwige princefs of Lubec, prince Frederic 
Adolphus duke of Eaft-Gothuind, and a iifter, 
the princefs Sophia x^lbertina. 

The queen dowagjr, to whom we had the 
lionour of being pi-efented at her palace of 
Frederickfliof, and who is fince dead, was 
Louifa Ulrica, fifter to the king of Pruffia ; a 
princefs who refembled her brother, as well 
in the features of her countenance, as in thofe 
eminent abilities which characterize the houfe 
of Brandenburgh. An unfortunate mifunder- 
/landing had for fome time taken place be- 
tween her and his Swedifh majefty: it was 
chiefly occafioned by the ambitious views of 
the queen dowager, who, accuftomed to rule 
the cabinet with abfolute authority in the 
reign of her huiband, expeded to retain the 

D4 fame 
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fame influence during that ojf her fon : but as 
the monarch, who had emancipated himfelf 
from the fhackles of an ariftocracy, had top 
much fpirit to be governed by a woman ; the 
difappointment of her views drew from her 
frequent expoftulations and bitter remonftran- 
ces ; which, joined to circumftances of too 
delicate a nature to be publicly mentioned, 
terminated at length in an open rapture. 
Her majefty died at Stockholm in the month 
of July, 1782. 

Agreeably to my ufual attention to tombs 
and monuments, I did not omit paying a vifit 
to the fepulchres of the kings of Sweden/ 
whofe remains are interred in the church of 
Riddarholm. The firft of thefe monarchs 
is Magnus Ladulas, fon of Birger Jarl, who, 
having forced his brother to abdicate, afcended 
the throne of Sweden in 1274, and died in 
1290, with the character of a wife and pra- 
dent monarch; although he entailed upon his 
kingdom a long feries of civil feuds and com- 
motions, by dividing it into different fiefs, 
and beftowing them upon his three fons. 
His aflies are covered by a tomb of ftone, 
which ftands before the altar; and near it is 
the fepulchre of Charles Canutfon, who was 
eledled king when the Swedes firft broke the — 

unioft^ 
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union of Calmar. In his cdnteft for the 

crown he found fuch powerful rivals in the 

kings of Denmark, that, from the time of 

Jiis firft afeending the throne to his death, 

Sweden was rent into two violent parties, 

^vhich, as they alternately prevailed, Charles 

was one moment a king, and the next an 

exile; and his 4epofitions and reftorations 

^vere fo frequent, that it remains to be 

queftioned, whether, during the aera of his 

reign, he was not oftener a titular, than a 

real fovereign. He was, however, in fiill 

poffeflion of the regal authority, when he died 

^t Stockholm in ^470 *. 

The next fovereign, though after a long 
interval, whofe iemains are depofited in this 
church, is GtiftaVus Adolphus, whbfe emi- 
nent civil and military virtues raifed Sweden 
to the higheft degree of renown ; and who 
was one of thofe few princes that never en- 
gaged in war but upon the jufteft grounds. 
The greateft commander- of an age, which 
abounded in great generals, he ftood up an 
advocate for liberty and toleration, againft 

^ The fucceeding fovereigns of the Houfe of Vafa, 
excepting Charles IX. arc interred at Upfala. See 
C.Jiaptcr VI, 

tyranny. 



42 TRAVELS INTO SWEDEN. B. 7. 

tyranny, perfecution, and bigotry; and laid 
the firft foundation of that equal balance of 
power, which was afterwards fettled by the 
peace of Weftphalk. In 1632 he iinilhed 
his glorious career at the battle of Lutzen, 
in the 38th year of his age : being amongft 
the forcmoft of the combatants, he received a 
ball in his left arm, but ftill kept the field 
till another pierced him through the body. 
Many of the Swedes aflert, and flill believe, 
that this great monarch was treacheroufly 
killed by the duke of Saxe Lauenburgh, 
who fought by his lide. Upon examining,^ 
however, the proofs advanced in favour of 
this aflertion, they amount merely to vague 
conjedures and uncertain traditions ; and no 
lUbftantial evidence has been ever produced 
which might tend to criminate the duke : 
it is more probable, indeed, that a general, 
who was remarkable for his courage, and 
who rajfhly expofed his perfon on all oc- 
cafions, fhould receive his death from the 
enemy, than from one of his own aflb- 
ciates ; unlefs the contrary fhould be ellablifh- 
ed upon the moft undoubted fa6ts, 

A few years ago, prince Kenry of Pruflia, 
being at Stockholm, defcended into the vault ; 
and opened the coffin which contains the re- 
mains 
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mains of Guftavus. A Swedifti nobleman, 
who accompanied the prince into the vault, 
affured me, that the body was in a ftate of 
complete prefervation ; that the countenance 
ftill retained the moft perfed refembUnce to 
his pictures and coins ; and particularly, that 
the whifkers and fhort pointed beard, which 
he wore, according to the fafhion of the times 
in which he lived, were diftinftly vifible. A 
common obferver is ftruck with a reverentid 
awe on beholding only the reprefentation of a 
deceafed hero remarkable for his great virtues ; 
what then muft have been the fenfations of 
prince Henry in contemplating the real re- 
mains of the great Guftavus, whom he admires 
and emulates ! 

In Guftavus Adolphus ended the male line 
of the Houfe of Vafa : fince his time all the 
monarchs of the female branch are interred 
in this church, excepting his daughter Chrif- 
tina *, who exhibits a ftriking example, that 
though it becomes all fovereigns to protedt 
the arts and fciences, yet that they deferve 
cenfure if their literary purfuit* interfere with 
the more neceflary occupations of government. 
In Chriftina we fee a princefs difcrediting her 

* She was buriecl at Rome. 
S great 
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great endowments by a vain paracie and aflec- 
tation of Angularity ; apoftatizing to a religion 
which flie afFeded to ridicule and defpife^, 
while upon the throne defirous of a private 
fiation ; and after ftie had attained it by a vo- 
luntary facrifice of her authority, inceflantly 
repining, and anxious to recover, upon the 
moft humiliating conditions,, that crown which 
fhe had fo capricioufly refigncd^ 

Charles Guftavus, in whofe favour fhe ab- 
dicated, and who is buried in a vault of the 
church, was fon of Cafimir, prince palatine of 
the Rhine, and of Catliarine, fifter of Guftavus 
Adolphus. His condud: towards Chriftina 
was a mafter- piece of policy : he propofed to 
efpoufe her, yet hoped that fhe would not ac- 
cept his propofals j; openly remonftrated againft 
her abdication, yet fecretly contrived to fortify 
h^x refolutions ; ancJ appeared leaft eager for 
the crown in the moment when he was moft 
ambitious to wear it. Bred in the military 
fchool of Germany, he inherited the warlike, 
rather than the civil virtues of his uncle Guf- 
tavus Adolphus ; and was one of thofe grgat, 
biit reftlefs fpirits, who efteem war as the 
fqle occupation worthy of a monarch j and 
who, while they are adding to their own lau- 
rels, difregard the, miferies' and diftreifes .of 

their 
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their fubjedts. Under his adininiftration, 
Sweden acquired an high de^ee erf" renown; 
and nothing Icfs than the appearance of the 
Englifli and Dutch fleets in the Baltic could 
have flopped the progrefs of his arms ; have 
interpofed to fave Denmark ; or again reduced 
the balance of the Northern powers to its 
proper equilibrium. Arrefted in the midfl: of 
his career by a premature death, he expired at 
Gotheborg, on the 23d of February 1660, after 
a fliort reign of only lix years. 

** II n'avoit," writes the hiftorian of Den- 
mark, " que trente-fix ans, et fes demieres 
" annees avoient ete aufll occupees, ou plAtot 
^* auiE agitees, que les precedentes avoient 
*' ete tranquilles et oilives. Quand on con- 
*' fidere tout ce que ce prince avoit fait pen- 
*• dant ce court p^riode de fa vie ; fa paflion, fes 
<^ talents pour la guerre, fon adtivite, fon am- 
** bition fans bornes, le refpe<fl et la terreur 
*^ qu'il avoit infpir^s au dedans et au dehors 
** de fes etats, on ne peut s emp6cher de re- 
" garder fa mort prematuree, comme un de ces 
^* eVenemens auxquels etoit attache' le fort 
** d'une grande partie de TEurope : Et pour 
" ne parler que de la Suede, a quel degre de 
" gloire et de mifere ne Teut-il pas faps doute 
** portee, s'il eut .fourni la carricre que la 

*^ nature 
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** nature accordc ^ la plupart dcs hommes, mais 
'^ que le ciel dans fa pitie refufe d'ordinaire aux 
** conquerans. Quelques revers, et la vue d'unc 
/^ fin prochaine, avoient done eclaire Charles 
^ Guftave fur la vanite de tous fes ambitieux 
" defleins : en recommendant a fes fuccefleurs 
*^ de feire promptement la paix, il donnoit 
" une grande le9on a fes pareils j et c'eft ik 
*^ fans doute le trait de fon hiftoire le plus 
" precieux aux yeux de la raifon et de Thuma- 
« nit^*." 

♦ Mallet Hiftoire de Dannemarc, Vol. III. p. 432. 
^ At his death he was only fix and thirty years of age^ and 
*' the laft years of his life, were as agitated as the preceding 
** part had been tranquil. When we contemplate all the 
*' aftions which this prince performed during the fliort 
*' period of his exiftence; his talents for war, his aftivity, 
" his boundlefs ambition, the rcfpefl: and terror which he 
*' impreffed equally upon his fubjedls and his enemies, we 
*' muft confider his death as an event that could not but 
" affeft the intereft of the greateft part of Europe : and widi 
" refpeft to Sweden, to what a degree of glory and wretch- 
^ ednefs would he not have carriied her, if he had attained 
*' that period of life which nature generally grants to the 
" greateft part of mankind, but which Heaven, in its com- 
" paflion, moft commonly refufes to conquerors. A reverfe 
" of fortune, and the approach of death, had fully expofed to 
" him the vanity of his ambitious defigns. In recom- 
" mending an immediate peace to his fucceflbr, he af- 
" forded a moft ftrikihg kflbn to other fovereigns; and 
" this perhaps is the m^ft exemplary particular of his 
*' hiftorv in the confideration of reafon and humanity." 

His 
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Hi3 fon and fucceflbr Charles XL whofe 
remains are depofited near thofe of his iather, 
has been reprobated by many foreign hiftori- 
ans as an odious tyrant ; but his charadler, if 
infpeaed without prejudice, fo far from dc- 
ferving that imputation, will in many inftajaces 
. merit our refpeft and efteem. An unfavour- 
able idea of his defpotic principles has beeil 
formed from his refumption of many crown 
lands, which reduced feveral families to po- 
verty ; and from his mode of liquidating the 
public debts, by raifing the nominal worth of 
the coin without increafing its real value. 
Although it cannot be denied that fome of 
thefe meafures were oppreffive and violent: 
.yet when we confider tht exhaufted ftate of 
the finances derived from the boundlefs pro- 
fufion of Chriftina * ; the ruinous wars of 
Charles Guftavus, and the diforders of a long 
minority ; we cannot but affent to the opinion 
of the moft unprejudiced Swedes ; that, though 
the reform introduced by Charles was in fome 
inftances prejudicial to individuals, yet upon 

♦ The principal nobles, during the minority of 
Charles XL took advantage of a weak government to 
appropriate the few crov/n lands which Chriftina had not 
alienated. 

thft 



the whdb A -wsLS falntary to liic comxtiy; aiuS 
that nodung left t^tm the maft Tioknt md-— 
funrs coiild liave mrirated lik M)je<9s fi wii ■ 
the depbrable and nliaiiflH fiafee to whaA ^ 
they 'were ncdoccd. In one point of 
Charles nffiiited and gained the loveand^ 
of hi8 people : notwidsftanc^g bis natonl ar- 
'dour for militajy glaiy, he almoft invamU^ 
perilled in pacific meafnirs * ; and while he 
prcrlm^ed his crwn oountiy from the honors^ 
of war, mediated the peace of Europe. To- 
Charles XL may be aicribed, what Bcxleaii 
£i]ftly attributed to Loais XIV. that he was- 

♦ <* His p?2c*^dWc condu5 titty prAaps more jnffly be 
^ afcribcd to thr ftatr of his affairs t^^ bis own natmc^ 
** which more pov/cr fully inclirjcs hiaa to the fetigae of a 
^ camp, thai] the eafc of a coun, arid fuits better with a 
^ foarUal familiarity, than the (hews of grandeur, and the 
^ (blermuties of ftate/' Bifliop Robinfon's Accoaat of 
Swcd<rn» 

*♦ His inajcfty's,'* (ays Robinfon, « moft diligent in- 
^^ r(»cc.tion into all the affairs of his kingdom, befides that 
^ it iiukci) all his niinifters more circumfpe^t, hadi gained 
♦* him a great ftock of experience. The finalleft matters 
*^ aic uot bi'lov/ his tiotice i and nothing of any moment is 
** coMcluJnl before he iiath been confulted : this is the 
♦< t*in|ilr>yinfnt of all hi<i time, fcarce any hour of the day 
*♦ lulling fro;n five in the morning, when he conftantly 
" rif'K, in which bufincfs of one nature or other is n<>t 
. ^ before him." 

his 
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his own minifter * ; and what could not have 
l>een laid of the French monarch without 
iiattery, would not have been adulation, if the 
poet had applied it to the Swedifh king* 
Charles was chafte, temperate, oeconomical, 
vigilant, and adtive i a patron of letters ; 
ievere, yet not implacable ; prone to anger> 
but cafily foftened. If we coniider the in- 
terior adminiftration of affairs, Charles XL 
Tvas one of the wifeft monarchs who ever lat 
upon the throne of this kingdom. To him 
Sweden Hands indebted for many excellent 
regulations which ftill fubfift. In a word, he 
was what Philip of Macedon was to Alex- 
ander, the precurfor of his fon's greatnefs, and 
the founder of his viftories : for without the 
army which he had difciplined and improv- 
ed, and the treafure which he had coUedked, 
Charles XII. could never have withftood the 
combined forces of all the Northern powers i 
nor could he have puflied his conquefts with 
that celerity which aftoniflied and confounded 
all Europe. Charles S^I. was bom on the 
25th of November 1655, and died on the 

♦ Et qui feuly fans mini/Ire^ a PexampU des dieux^ 
Soutiens tout par Toi'-memey (^ vols tout par tes yeux. 

Boileau, Difcours au Roi* 

Vol. IV, E 24th 
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a4th of April 1697, aged 42 ; kmenting, it isr=^B 
£iid, upon his death-bed, as the only repcoach ^ 
to his memory, the natural violence of his-^^ 
temper ♦, which he had not fufiiciently cor- — 
fe^ed. 

The tomb of Charles XII. is a raifed fe 

pukhre of dark marble 5 with no other in- 

fcription than his name : over it are laid iiw^ 
caft bronze a club and lion'€ fkin, which mark-i:::^ 
more forcibly than any words 

-" bis unconquerable wiH 



^* And courage never to fubmit or pcH f •" 

It would be neolkfs to dwell upon a charac--^ 
ter ib well known, as that of Charles XII«^ 
whofe ambition was madncfs, and whofc va-^ 
lour was ferocity. I flaall, thcinefore, confincr 
myfelf to one anecdote attefted by the moft: 
jcfpcdable authority if. 

Among many converlations with his fiicnd 
count Poniatowfki, the latter recofleiaed one,, 
in which Charles, after various refledions^ 
upon his brilliant fuccefles, which he modeftiy^ 

* Schloetzer's Brrefwechfel, Vol. I. p. 147. 

t Milton. ■ 

+ I had the honour of receiving this anecdote from. the 

king of Poland, who had it from his father count Ponia- 

towfki* 

attributed 
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attributed rather to his good fortune than to 
his good condud:, exprefled an intention of 
marfying 5 and planned for himfelf a life of 
tranquillity in his own kingdom ; when he 
would pay greater attention to the interior 
admini^ration of affairs, and endeavour to 
promote the real intefefts of his fubjeds^ 
This anecdote, which is unknown to all his 
biographers, will (how, that even his favage 
fpirit, that feemed to breathe nothing but 
war, was not always infenfible to more peace- 
ful comforts, and to the pleafing profpedt of* 
domeftic happinefs* Whether this projeft 
was merely an idea of the moment, or ferioufly 
intended to be carried into execution, can- 
not now be afcertained ; but he certainly had 
removed its accomplifliment to a diftant pe- 
riod : for, at the time of his fudden death, he 
was expefting with impatience the conclufion 
of a treaty with Peter the Great; not to re- 
ftore peace to his diftrafted country, but, in 
alliance with Ruflia and Spain, to dethrone 
the king of Poland, to feat the pretfendcr upon 
the throne of Gfeat-Britain, and to rekindld 
in Europe a general war, Chafles XII; was 
killed at the fiege of Fredricfhall on the 3ath o£ 
November 171 8, in the 36th year of his age ; 
and it remains to this day uncertain whether 

E 2 he 
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he was fhot by a ball from the enemy's batte- 
ries, or fell by the hands of an aflaffin *. 

The remaining fovereigns wha lie interred 
in this churchy are Ulrica Eleonora, fifter of 
Charles XI I. who afcended the throne of 
Sweden only to refign it to her huAand 
Frederic I. ; that monarch, and the late king 
Adolphus Frederic ; mere pageants of royalty, 
who wielded a fceptre widiout pawer; and 
whofe hiftory contains little more than the 
sera of their fucceflion, and the time of their 
death. 

Befide the fovereigns of Sweden, this 
church contains the afhes of Baner^ a general, 
who no lefs deferves mention than the moft 
illuftrious monarch ; if we eftmiate his de- 
ferts by the fervice which he rendered to his 
country. 

John Baner, of an illuftrious Swediih family, 
was born in 1 601 ; and, receiving a very ex- 
cellent education, made fo great proficiency i^ 
literature, that Guftavus Adolphus ufed to call 
him his learned general, Whilft a boy, he 
^ttra(3:ed by his magnanimity the notice of that 
monarch, who pronounced him formed for 
great events, and placed' him in th^army; 

I * See the next chapter, 

-.t where^ 
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where he foon fignalized himfelf in fo parti- 
ticular a manner, that, under twenty years of 
age, he was employed by him in many cri- 
tical cnterprizes, which required no lefs dex- 
terity than bravery* After the death of Guf- 
tavus, he fupported, as commander in chiefi 
the luftre of the Swedifh arms by a feries of 
vi<3:ories, which raifed his military charadier 
higher than that of any general of the age. 
He fuftained this reputation undiminiihed 
until his death, which carried him off at Hal- 
b'erftadt on the loth of May 1641, in the 
40th year of his age. Baner was not infen- 
lible of the glory which he had acquired by 
bis great adions ; but ufually fpoke of them 
with great modefty. He was accuftomed to 
iay, that he never formed any expedition, nor 
hazarded an action, without the moft reafon- 
able hopes of fuccefs. He was equally fear- 
ed and beloved by the foldiers; and always 
infpired them with the moft unbounded 
confidence. At the head of his troops he 
a6kcd folely from himfelf, and without de- 
pendence; and would rather have rcligned 
the command, than have been directed in his 
military operations by the orders of the ca- 
binet. "Why do ye thinks' ' he would fay 
to his confidents, " that Gallas and Picolo- 

JE 3 *' mini 
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** mini cannot be fuccefsful ag^nft nie, but 
<* becaufe they dare not ad: without the con- 
" fent of the Imperial niiniftry/* He ha4 
the abfolute difpofal of all commiffions j and 
eftablifhed in general a regular order of pro-, 
motion: he was humane to the yanquiihed 
enemy, extremely cautious not wantonly to 
expofe his troops tp adtion ; and blamed thofe 
generals who in fieges facrifice the lives of 
their men in order to raife their own military 
charadler. But though he was thus fparing 
of his foldiers' blood, he was no lefs liberal of 
his own ', being himfelf the braveft perfon u\ 
his army, and too frequently feeking danger 
with a degree of rafhnefs fcarcely pardonable 
^'a general, but which he inherited front 
his mafter in the art of war;^ the great GuA 
tavus. 

In our vifits to the Swedifli nobility, we 
found the fame politenefs and hofpitality as 
among the Poles and RufliaiTs, although much 
lefs magnificence and expence in their houleSj,^ 
retinue, and entertainments, which arifes from, 
a circumftance that muft give pleafure to 
every friend of humanity. The pofleffion of 
land not being in this country, as in Poland 
and Ruflia, appropriated to any particular de- 
fcription of men^ property is more equall)r^ 

difRifea-s 
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diffuied; and fuch vaft accumulations of 
Wealth or extent of domaina do not center in 
the hands of a few grandees* 

During our continuance at Stockholm, one 
day excepted, in which it fnowed, we enjoyed 
as fine fpring, weather as I ever experienced 
in Engl^xi. This fiivourable ilate of the 
atmofphere is exceedingly unconmion at fo 
early a feafon in this Northern climate *, where 
£!eqQently the fiiow remains upon the ground 
until the month of April ; it was to us pe- 
culiarly agreeable, as it enabled us to make a 
few excurlions into the adjacent coimtiy, 
wiiich, although in many parts defolate and 
barren, is always rudely romantic^ and fire- 
^oendy exhibits, amidfl a magnificent aflem- 
!>]age of rocks, lakes, and forefl, agreeable fpots 
>f com and pafturc, numerous villages, and 
iarm-laoufes. 

The Royal Academy of Sciences at Stock- 
lolm owes its inftitution to fix pcrfons of 
liilinguifhed learning, amongft whom was 
lie cdfebrated Linn^us; they originally met 
)ii the 2d of June 1739^ formed a private 
'ociety, in which fome diflertations were read ; 

* Stockholm is fituated in 59 degrees 20 minutes of 
SXMthera latitade. 

£ 4 and 
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and in the latter end of the fame year their 
firft publication made its appearance. As the 
meetings continued and the members encreaf- 
cd, the fociety attracted the notice of the king 5 
and was, on the 31ft of March 1741, incor- 
porated under the name of the Royal Swedifh 
Academy. Not receiving any penfion from 
the crown, it is only under the protection of the 
king, being diredted, like our Royal Society, 
by its own members. It has now a large 
fund, which has chiefly arifen from legacies 
and other donations^ but a profeflTor of ex- 
perimental philofophy, and two fecretaries, 
are ftill the only perfons who receive any fala- 
ries. Each of the members refident at Stock- 
holm becomes prefident by rotation, and con- 
tinues in office during three months. There 
are two fpecies of members, home and fo- 
reign ; the election of the former is held in 
April, and of the latter in July: no money is 
paid at the time of admiffion. The dilTerta- 
tions read at each meeting are collected and 
publifhed four times in the year^ they arc 
written in the Swedifh language, and printed 
in oftavo, and the annual publications mak^ 
a volume. The firft forty volumes, which. 
were finiftied in 1779, are called the Oldl 
Tranfadions ; for in the following year the 

title 
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tide was changed into that of New Tranf- 
aftions. The king is fometimes prefent at 
the ordinary meetings, and particularly at the 
anntial aflembly in April for the eledion of 
members. Any perfon who fends a treatife 
which is thought worthy of being printed, 
receives the tranfaftions for that quzrtcr gratis, 
and a filver medal ; which is not efteemed for 
its value, being worth only three fhillings^ 
but for its rarity and the honour conveyed by 
it. All the papers relating to agriculture are 
put forth feparately under the title of Oecono^ 
mica oBa ; of thefe, three volumes have been 
already publifhed in 1775, 1777* ^779- 
Annual premiums, in money and gold me- 
dals, principally for the encouragement of 
agriculture and inland trade, are alfo diftribut- 
ed by the Academy. The fund for thefci 
prizes is fupplied from private donations. 

Sweden contains the three univeriitics of 
Upfala, Lund, and Abo ; and twelve femina- 
ries for the education of youth, called Gym^ 
nqfia^ of which fix were founded by Chriftina. 
In every large town there is alfo a fchool 
maintained at the expence of the crown, in 
which boys generally continue until they 
have attained the age of eleven, when they are 
ient to the Gymnqfia^ and from thence, at 



58 TRAVELS INTO SWEDEN. B. 7. 

about fixteen, to one of the univcrfitics. la 
the Gymnafia^ and many of the greater fchools, 
the Greek, Latin, and Hebrew languages are 
taught. The bifliops infped: thefc feminarics 
and fchools in their refpedive dioccfcs, in 
which they are bound to refide. 

Before my departure from Stockholm I was 
introduced to Mr. Oehrling, a Swede born at 
Arieplog, a fmall village of Lapland ; he had 
received his education in the uniyerfity of 
Upfala, and is a peribn of confiderable know- 
kdge. He was at that time employed in 
compiling a Lapland, Swediih, and Latin 
Dictionary, which was publifhed at Stockholm 
in 1780 ; a work highly ufeful, and extremely 
curious, to all perfons verfed in the ftudy of 
languages*. Mr. OehrUng fpoke the Latin 
and French tongues with great fluency : I had 
the fatisfacftion of converfing with him, and 
received from him the following information 
relative to Lapland and its inhabitants. 

The Laplanders call themfelves Salme-Same, 
and Siamen-Almatjeh^ Their country they de^ 

* Lexicon Lapponicum cum Interpretatione VQcabula* 
rum Sueco-Latina et Indice Suecano Lapponico, illuftra- 
tum Prxfatione Latino- Suecana Johannis Ihre, nee non 
auftum Grammatica Lapponica a Dom, Erico Lindahl, et 
Johaiine Oebrlijig. 

% nominate 
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nominate Same-Landa or Same-aednam ; the 
Swedes flyle it Lapland or Lappmarken,and the 
inhabitants Lappar, The natives of thofe dif- 
tri^ under the dominion of Sweden and Den- 
mark are Lutherans ; while many of thofe who 
are fubje<fts to Ruffia are ftill Pagans, Swedifh 
Lapland Contains about eight churehes, which 
in fome parts lie at fo great a diftanee from 
each other, that a native is frequently obliged 
to travel three days in order to attend divine 
fervice, Lapland, in general, is a vaft region, 
but very thinly peopled. Near the Gulf the 
country is compofed chiefly of granite rock, 
or is ftrewed over with detached mafles of 
thq.t ftone. The whole face of the inland is 
pv^rfpread with immenfe tradts of foreft j con- 
• fitting chiefly of firs, larch, and fmall beech, 
interfperfed with numerous lakes, which a- 
bound with fifh. It yields pafture, and af- 
fords ibme corn, chiefly rye and buck-wheat ; 
and is capable of producing a greater quantity, 
if more of the natives could be induced to 
leave their wandering way of life, and cultivate 
the ground. The winter is very long and 
tedbus, lafting nearly nine months : the fnow 
frequently begins to fall towards the latter 
end of Augufl:, and remains upon the ground 
Jill the middle of May. The people are part- 
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ly fettled, and in part wild and roving: the 
latter live . in tents made with coarle cloth ; 
the former are fixed in fmall villages near the . 
lakes, and chiefly follow fifliing. They build 
their cottages fomewhat in the fhape of a 
cone, by placing a circle of large trees or 
poles ailant in die earth, and cloie to each 
other, fo that their tops meet, and form a 
fmall vent for the iffue of the finoke: they 
cover the ground within with branches of 
trees. In fummer their clothes are made of 
coarfe cloth ; in winter of the (kins of rem- 
deer*. In fpring their food confifts prin* 

cipally 

• In the Flora Lapponica Linnxus (ays, " Perhaps the 
•' cuiious reader will wonder how the people in Lapland, 
•* during the terrible cold that reigns there in winter, can 
** pa'fcn'c their lives ; fince almoft all birds, and even fome 
•* wild beafts,defert it at that time. The Laplander, not only 
•* in the day, but through the whole winter nights, is obliged 
♦* to wander about in the woods with his herds of rein-deer; 
" for the rein-deer never come under cover, nor eat any 
•^ kind of fodder but a particular kind of liverwort. On 
" this account the herdfaien are under a neceflity of living 
" continually in the woods, in order to take care of their 
•* cattle, left they fhould be devoured by wild beafts. The 
•* Laplander cafily does v/ithout more light, as the fnow 
•• rctlccis the rays that come from the itars, and as the 
** AiJ'Gva Borealis illuminates the air every night with a 
•* ^icut variety of figures. No part of our body is more 
** calily dcftroycd by cold than the extremities of the limbs, 

" which 
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cipally of the eggs of water-fowl, which arc 
'extremely plentiful in thofe parts ; in fummer 
and autumn, of the birds themfelves, and of 
various others of the partridge tribe * ; and in 

winter 

*' which are moft remote from the fun of this microcofm, 
«« the heart. The kibes that happen to our hands and 
*' feet, fo common in the northern parts of Sweden, prove 
<« this. In Lapland you will never fee fuch a thing, al- 
" though, were we to judge by the fituation of the coun- 
** try, we fliould imagine juft the contrary ; efpecially as 
" the people wear no ftockings, as we do, not only fingle, 
^ bui double and triple. The Laplander guards himfelf 
** ag^nft the cold in the following manner. He wears 
" breeches made of rein-deer (kins with the hair on, reach- 
<^ ing down to his heels, and fhoes made of the fame 
^ materials, the hairy part turned outwards. He puts into 
" his fhoes JUnder^eared hroad-leaved cyperus grajs^ carex 
« veftcaria^ Spec. PL (or the Bladder Carex), that is cut 
** in fummer and dried. This he firft combs, and rubs 
*' in his hands, and then places it in fuch a manner, that it 
** not only covers his feet quite round, but his legs alfo ; 
•* and being thus guarded, he is quite fccured againft the 
" intenfe cold. With this grafs they ftuiF their gloves 
<* likewife, in order to preferve their hands. As this 
^^ grafs keeps oiF the cold in winter, fo in fummer it 
*^ hinders the feet from fweating, and at the fame time 
«« preferves them from being annoyed by ftriking againft 
«^ ftones, &c. for their ftoes are very thin, being made, 
** not of tanned leather, but the raw hide." Stijlingfleet's 
Traasjp. 137, 138. 

* ^ About autumn, when the lakes of Lapland begin to 
^ freeze, the water-fowl, whicji are found there in great 

" abundance, 
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winter of the miik and flefli of the rein-deer, 
and dried fifh: bread, which till very lately 

^ abundance, migrate towards the South ; and upon the 
^ firft opening of the fpring, they return in large flocks to 
^ fcheir prior habitations, where they find a plentiful fub- 
«• fiftencc from the grubs of the gnats. Thefe grubs too 
** fcrve for the food of the Utraones^ or partridge tribe, 
^ thoufands whereof, and even myriads, are daily taken, 
^ and fent to Stockholm. Thefe birds are caught in 
*' fuch large quantities by the Laplanders, as to fupply 
^ them with their ordinary provifion in autumn, as the 
« eggs of the water-fowl are their fupport in fpring/* 

Holberg. 
^ Thofe who have not feen it, will fcarce believe what 
** numbers of water-fowl are to be met with upon this 
** river, to which the lake gives its name ; and my waters 
^ men would every now and then put in to fhore, to look 
" for the eggs of wild ducks and geefe amongft the reeds, 
" which grow here and there upon the river fide, or in the 
*' little iflands which in feveral places are formed in the - 
^ middle of the river ; and that after the manner of the Lap- — 
** landers, who get vaft quantities of -thefe eggs, and of the ■" 
♦' wild fowl too, when in feafon, as the old ones in winter^^m 
^ and the goflings and young ducks in fummer, whicli^ "^ 
" they have feveral ways of killing ; but the moft common-^ ^i 
^ and what they are the moft expert at, is the (hooting 
" them with their arrows, as they do their land ones; anc 
" indeed the Laplanders are fuch excellent archers, and thei — 'r 
" prey is fo very plent}', that (hould one of them go out ^ 

** {hooting for two hours, and not bring home a load a ^^ 
'* game, he would certainly conclude that fome enchante=3V 
*' who bore him a grudge, had out of mere fpite fpoiled h. ^ 
<« fport.'* Motraye's Travels, Vgl. IL p. 301. 



I 
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^>vas totally Ilnkno^vn to them, now makes a 
part of their ufual diet. In winter, they 
Joumey in fmall fledges, made in the fcyna 
of boats, drawn by rein-deer. Thoie anirpalt^ 
will travel almoft the whole day ^nthout 
foody and only occafionally moiften their 
mouths with the fhow : they do not, how* 
ever, draw the fledge with fuch fwiftneis as 
is generally imagined; their common pace 
being at the rate of about four miles in the 
hour*. In fummer they feed upon grailes 
and alpkie plants, in winter upon the licAen 

♦ ** M<A of Ac rein-deer ufed for draught are caftrated 

^ wiien very young, and are larger and fitter than the 

** bucks : In the winter the Laplanders drive their caftrated 

^ deer in their fl^ges : they hameis them by a rope f^ened 

^ to a collar, and carried between their legs; and dke£t 

^ diem by means of a bridle ^ened to dieir horns. Each 

^ deer can draw the weight of one perfbn, but rarely more* 

^ If he is prefled, he wiU travel ten or twelve Sv/edlQx 

*^ miles (70 or 84 EngIKh miles}, but by fuch hard driving 

** is generally deftroyed. It, however, frequently happen^, 

^ that he will perfe\'ere in his joumey 5D miles without iri- 

^ tenniffion, and without taking any refreihment. He h 

^ weak in the back, being fatigued with the weight even of 

^ a iaddle : for wfaidi reafon the Laplanders, whenever they 

^^ travel ih fummer, and fledges cannot be ufed, lay acrof» 

^ the animal's back a pde, upon which they fi&en a imaU 

" burden/* See Holberg's Account of the Ccrvui Ta- 

randus in Anusnit. Academ, VoL I. p. 169. 

rangiferinuSf 
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rangiferinus*^ or rein-deer lichen, and its 
varieties, which are fo abundant as in many 
partjj almoft totally to cover the ground for 
the Ipace of feveral miles -f- ; and which the 
lagacious animal difcovers under the fnow hy 
the peculiar acutencfs of its fmell. I was 
farther informed by Mr. Oehrling, that the 
Laplanders, before their converfion to Chrif- 
tianity, which was not till lately introduced 
amongft them, poffefled no books or manu- 
fcripts, though they knew many traditional 
hiftories and fongs of antient heroes and 
• princes, who once reigned over them ; but 
involved in great uncertainty, and mixed with 
the moft fabulous accounts. They have now 

* For the oeconomical and fcientific defcription of this 
Ltchen, the reader is referred to LIghtfoot's Flora Scotica, 
Vol. II. p. 877. Hagen's Teptamen Hiftoriae Lichenum, 
P. cxxvi. and particularly to Linnaei Flora Lapponica, 
P. 332 ; from whofe accurate and comprehenfive account 
fubfequent authors have principally derived their informa- 
tion. 

f " Nullum vegetabile in tota Lapponia tanta in copia 
** reperltur ac haec Lichenis ipecies, et quidem primario in 
*^ fylvis, ubi campi fteriles arenofi vel glareofi, paucis pinis 
^ confiti, ibi enim non modo videbis campos per ipatium 
** unius horae, fed faepe duorum triumve milliarium, nives 
^* inftar albos, folo fere hocce Lichene obdu6los. Sic 
" natura feptentrionis quafi inclinat in albedinem, frigoris 
** amafiam.'' Flora Lappon. 

atranf- 
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a tranflation of the New Teftament in their 
langifage ; and many of the natives are able 
to read and write* Upon my queftioning 
him about the Lapland tongue, he anfwered 
with fomc diffidence, ** that though he ima- 
•* gined we are in general too apt to form an 
" hafty opinion of two languages being de- 
** rived fr(Mn the fame flock, becaufe a few 
" words in both are fimilar, whsn perhaps 
** the idiom and conftru<5tion are totally op- 
** pofite ; neterthelefs, there appeared to him 
" fufficieht reafons for concluding that the 
" Finnifli and Lapland tongues were dialects 
*• only of one and the fame original." But 
what was mbft remarkable, he was of opi- 
nion that the Lapland idiom had an un- 
doubted affinity with the Hungarian; for 
Sainovits, a learned Jefuit, and a native of 
Hungary, who had accompanied the cele- 
brated aftronomer. Father Hell, into Lapland, 
to obferve the Tranfit of Venus, has demon - 
ftrated that the Hungarian and Lapland idi- 
oms arc the fame * : and he himfclf hath 
likewiie publifhed a treatife upon, the fame 
fubjeft-f-. I regretted that time would not 

* Johannis Sainovits, &c. Dcmonftratio iJioma Unga- 
rorutn et Lapponum idem elFe. 

f Diilerutio Academica dc conveaientii Linguae Hun- 
gar* :ac cum Lappontcd. 

Vol. IV. F permit 
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permit the learned Swede to enter into ii 
detail of all the reafons which had induced 
him to adopt this hypothefis: but wc may 
conclude, that ftrong probability lies on this 
lidc of the queftion ; when we find a native 
of Hungary, and a Swede born in Lapland^ 
both men of letters, and both well verfed in 
the two dialers, affirming it from their own 
convidtion, without any intercourfe or col- 
lulion. Having both treatifes in my pofleffion, 
which are extremely rare, I fhall comprife, 
in a (hort compafs, the arguments which 
Teem to prove the fimilarity of the two lan- 
guages. * 

It muft not be fuppofed that a Laplander 
entering Hungary, or an Hungarian travelling 
into Lapland, would be immediately under- 
llood by the natives : for though the inha- 
bitants of thefe two countries fhould be un- 
queftionably allowed to be branches fix)m the 
tame flock * ; yet, as the feparation from 
that original took place at a time when they 
had no alphabet; it muft follow, from the 
gradual change which all languages neceflarily 

* No perfon in the leaft converiant in the ftudy of lan- 
guages prcfumes to doubt that the Englifh, German, 
Dutch, Swcdifli, and Danifh are all derived from the anticnt 
Gothic or .Teutonic, and yet thefe different nations do not 
ttHdctftand each other. 

undergo 
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"tindergo in the lapfe of time, and by the 
adoption of words from the neighbouring 
nadoiiSf that each people could never have 
^leb^ned Icparately a// the primitive charadte- 
xiOacb of their original tongue. It is fufficient, 
ii^ in the general mode of pronunciation, in 
the limilarity of many words, and in the gram- 
matical ilruifture of the phrafes, both nations 
retain a ftrong degree of refemblance; and 
thus much appears to be the cafe m the 
Hungarian and Lapland idioms. 

In the firft place, the pronunciation of the 
Lapland tongue is fo extremely peculiar and 
i^fficult, that a Swede or Dane, unlefs edu»- 
^ted from their infancy in the country, can 
never attain it; whereas Sainovits was able 
to catch the genuine accent without the leaft 
llifiiculty, although, before his arrival in the 
country^ he Imd not the leaft acquaintance 
with their language ; the articulation in many 
iieipe^s being fo perfe<3:ly familiar t6 him, 
that, to ufe his own exprellion, *' while he 
•* heard them converfing, he thought he was 
•* in his own country*/' The next proof 

♦ ^ Intcrca, quamvis Lapponibus voces enuncianili 
** modus fingularis prorfus fit, mihi tamen ita femiliaris a^ 
^ cidit, ut, dum ipfos fermocinantes audirem, in patria, 
*5 int^r Ung^ros, xn^ yerferi prederem," P. 14. 
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of their affinity refts upon the fimilarity of 
particular words plainly proceeding from ^thc 
fame ftock. Of thefe Sainovits. has given a 
vocabulary, comprizing 1 50 common to both, 
and whofe refemblance cannot be doubted. 
As thefe expreffions fell under his obieryation 
during a fhort refidence in the country ; it is 
probable that, if he had continued there a 
longer time, he would have difcovered many 
more. The two idioms are further demon- 
ftrated to be the fame, from a furprizing 
agreement in the declenfion of nouns ; in 
the coinparifon of adjedlives; in a peculiar 
ufe of numerals, pronouns, affixes, fuffixes, 
^nd prepofitions ; in the mode of conjugating 
verbs ; and in the auxiliary verbs ; for in all 
thefe circumftances the two people differ as 
much from the nations bordering upon both, 
as they are analogous to 'each other: " So 
" that we may venture to conclude," adds 
Oehrling, ** that the German does not ap- 
" proach nearer to the Swedifh, or the Chal- 
*' dean^ to the Hebrew, than the Lapland to 
" the Hungarian." 

From thefe premifes the fame ingenious 
author concludes, " that the Laplanders are 
" undoubtedly defcended from the Huns ; al- 
'* though the precife time in which they fe- 
^ ** parated 
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** parated from the other branches of that 
** numerous nation cannot be afcertained." 
He ventures, however, to conjedhire, that 
feme of thofe people penetrated into thefc 
regions long before the Huns, under Attila 
and his fiicceflbrs, occupied Pannonia, fince 
called from them Hungary; that they pro- 
bably inhabited the fouthem parts of Sweden, 
and being driven towards the north by the 
Goths under Oden, retired to the almofl im- 
pcrvidus mountains and inclement cold of 
Lapland ; where they v/ere no longer purfued 
by their invaders. Being fettled in thofc 
parts, their language, by a perpetual inter- 
courie with the Swedes and Norwegians, be- 
came gradually intermixed with foreign words, 
and fplit into diflferent dialects; ftill retain- 
ing, however, evident traces of the original 
fpokcn by the Huns *, of whom they were a 
branch, 

• The Hunsi, before they penetrated into Hungary, in- 
habited the inland parts of Siberia, and from thofe quarters 
they probably pafled tfarou^ European Ruifia, Livonia, 
Efthonia, Finland, and Sweden. In Livonia and Efthonia 
a language fimilar to the Finniih dill exifb ; as well as, 
among feveral tribes of Siberia, an idiom which has great 
affinity with the Hungarian, ftill pm-ails. 
• 

F 3 POST- 
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POSTSCRIPT- 

DURING my former travels into thefc 
parts, I was prevented by the earlinefs of the 
feafon, and the difficulty of croffing the lake 
Maeler, from vifiting the palace of Drotning- 
holm ; but in my fecond tour I had fevcral 
opportunities of fatisfying my curiofity. 

The palace of Drotningholm, the favourite 
refidence of the king, is fituated upon the 
ifland of Drotningholm or Queen's Ifland, in 
the lake Maeler, about ten Englifh miles from 
Stockholm. The paiTage acrofs the lake to 
the ifland is near a mile. 

The palace was originally built by Hedwige 
Eleonora, queen of Charles the Tenth; but 
has been greatly improved and enlarged by 
fiicceeding fovereigns, and particularly by his 
prefent majefty, who has added a theatre, and 
fcveral other buildings. The apartment^ are 
more comfortable than magnificent. The 
king's private library contains an ufeful collec- 
tion of modern books. A cabinet of natural 
hiftory adjoining to the library is fmall, but 
remarkable as having been arranged and de- 
fcribed by Linna:us. 

The 
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Tlic ftate apartments contain paintings of 
the battles of Charles the Eleventh, the coro- 
nation of that monarch, and the portraits of 
the prmcipal generals who ferved under Charles 
••the Twelfth, by Ehrenfwald. 

The garden * is chiefly laid out in ftcait 
walks, excepting a fmall part, which is called 
the Engliih garden, and was forming in a 
fanciful imitation of our ftyle. 

In ^e midft of the garden is a fpot called 
CJanton, which has been too pompoufly de- 
scribed by n[iany travellers. It receives that 
denonunation from feveral buildings in the 
■Chinefe tafte, difpofed in a femicircular form, 
and «epe<fted by the late king : they contain 
feveral large Chinefe figures, and vafes of very 
valuable porcelain. In thefe apartments his 

♦ The king has fliewed a finer tafte in the gardens of 
Haga, a villa belonging to his majefty, which have been 
laid out under his own dire£bion in a ftyle more refembling 
-Engliih -pleafure^grounds, than any which fell under my 
4ofafervation abroad. The walks ar^ carried by the fide of 
a lake, and through the woods, by a gradual and gently- 
bending outline. 

Haga, though a wooden building, is one of the king's 
moft favoured villas, endeared to him as being the place 
•wbene he confulted with his particular friends on the beft 
means for effefting the revolution of 1772, and from which 
be took the title of Count de Haga, which he afTumed 
during his travels. 

F 4 jnajefty 
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majefty invites feledt parties to dinner and fup* 
per, when he lays afide his etiquette. 

On the 8 th we paffed the whole day at 
Drotningholm, according to the tedious forms 
of Swedifh etiquette, to which his majefty is 
fo much attached. We fet off fiill-drefled 
from Stockholm at eleven ; and, as the weather 
. was ihowery, the embarkation in the foreign 
minifter's barge was rather difagreeable. 

We found the drawing-room crouded with 
company to congratulate the king on his late 
arrival from his travels. It was gala day, and 
we faw the court in all its fplendor. The 
gala drefs of the court for both men and wo- 
men is blue filk and fatin, with white lining 
and ornaments. The company appeared to 
a ftranger as if they were habijed for a 
mafquerade. 

After church the king made his appearance. 
His majefty wore a fancy drefs of purplifh 
filk, much embroidered with gold; for the 
king, while he has limited his fubjefts to par- 
ticular colours, afTumes the liberty of vary- 
ing his own drefs with all the tints of the 
rainbow. 

On my being prefented, his majefty did mc 
the honour to converfe with me in the moft 
gracious manner; recollected having (ctvi me 

before 
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l)efore in Sweden ; talked so ric cf i 
of Carlfcrona, and aikfd nc if I hii 
dock of Touk>n ; adding, « I: is icc ir zds i^ 
." boaft, but in my cfd^ui^z :ze -::orkr if 
*^ Toylon arc trijSing in oxnpcrriix: -si£i d:*:ac 
*♦ of Carlfcrona. We do nci b::a:r if pii-Ln^s 
** and AatueSy but wc can ibcw trc "^^idcr ir 
** Trothaeetta, Carlicrana, asd Sviibirr. ' 

$pon after he repaired to z hsrt 'J^yjz^ 
dined in public, \^-ith the cpfern zrA z^^^p^ s- 
mily, and converted wii the fir^irr. ni- 
nifters, who furrounded his chair. Ai r- 1 }js 
rofe from table ; and we diced '.vid: ir.t gnat 
xnarfhal, who keeps a public table on thei 
Dccaiions. 

About half pad five we were preftriitd to 

the prince royal, who, although fcarctly ilx 

years old, went through the foTir^i of a drav/- 

ing-room with wonderful eafe and addrti\ for 

jfo young a pcribn. 

We afterwards repaired to the Swediih 
opera of Iphigenia in Aulis, tranflated from the 
Frenph, and the words adapted to Cluck's 
mufic. The theatre is fmall but neat; the 
ftage was well filled,^and the piece well per- 
formed. 

At the conclufion of the opera we embarked 
in a covered barge, crofled the water in the 
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rain, got intx> our carriage, and arrired at 
Stockholm about midnight. Such is the ne-. 
ceffary etiquette of the Swcdifti court; hut 
the -king contrives as much as pofliUe to re^ 
lieve the ennui of the day by the affability of 
his manners, and the vivacity of his conver- 
fation. 

The prefent king has paid great attention to 
the literature and language of his native coun- 
-try. He has conftrudted, at a confiderable 
•cxpence, an opera-houfe in Stockholm, for the; 
i«prefentation of operas in the Swedifli lan- 
guage. The building is fmall, but well ar- 
•ranged, and will contain about eight hundred 
ipedtators. The ornaments, fcenes, and deco- 
rations, are extremely rich and elegant. The 
troop, confidering the recency of the eftablifli- 
ment, will no doubt greatly iinprove, as the 
4cing loves and encourages theatrical reprefen- 
tations, and has compofed fcveral pieces for the 
■ftage. 

The polite arts have made their way into 
Sweden, and flouri(l:^ under the king's pa- 
tronage. 

Among the living artifts who do honour to 
their country, muft 'be mentioned Mr. Sergell, 
a ftatuary, who palled fome time at Rome at 
the king's expence, and is now fettled at 

Stockholni. 



<:.i. STOCKHOLM- -r 

Stockholm. His work-iliop crctirssf irr^rd 

ifatHcs and model?, vrhich rr:Tr }f? ti£; ir 

Sizing the fpirit <* the jcf rp^ I prrfc:^ 

larly admired a moft efec^n: C^rx: mr rrjrr^i 

Otriades, in the agorifrs cf issfi tnirTrbr 

upon his buckler, wid: tht pctt ^ '— izx:^ 

A// T^oTTousoy " To the G^c cf ^. i-XTrj/ ris 

countenance expreSizj s. f^r ir . rr-r uLr; -x 

pain, fumionnted bv cocnr^ : i bzf: -r 'I- r- 

•tavus Adolphus, ro'jr-d v^^h the rrri:-* -77:: 

is entwining a wrcad: i-r ki.-rrr_- 1:1 -re t--: 

fpirit of the antique. 

Mr. Sergell is likcvift rzzirryi r- :'.:e — - 

^tending andfinifhirg t!h^ t.\'jr:sr^ir :-.^:i.t -/ 

Gufbvus Adolphus ir. cr^r.-:t, trbr- £-.t itrr: 

of Archeveque, a zt^zzr^Jti Trfru'/^ :'-.rrr::iri, 

fince dead. It is of i 'Z'>IL r::t *, i.' : -^^ 

prefents GuftavusAiil^ r. i:, v^t :i <■-".* litrv 

of Sweden, in com]^e:e ^rrr::r:^. t:/.^cri L* 

head, which is encircled "w :r>. *x.rrtC , bi. r^: 

hand holds a tranchsDC yi::r^.'i d-.^ -r^.-sr-s;.. 

The hero fits well on tbi bcci, c^d rut tsr 

mal has great fpirit. 

♦ The following ir* I3 c^rxriu-ju H^ct*- vvi- : — 
bottom of the pedeftal to ie i:c 'jc -mt wrv; i^a^c : - 
feet ; from die bottom «f ibe \0x:lf^\ ytfs: -& u^t v^ ^y w^ 
hero's head, eighteen feet; vt^'gs: *i tsit vsfu / r:<^.f. .•?-, 
fourteen feet ; length of lie 2rarlt, frusL ^be ti*s^'. .v '^^ 
pnipper, ten feet Figuse -if Oxiadb^rx^ lusn fcr- 



^ 
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Mr- Sergell has added to the original defig-jr^ 
the figures of Hiftory, pointing to an infcrif> — 
tion on the pcdeftal ; and Axel OxenfHem, th.^ 
celebrated chancellor, who was no lefs pre — 
eminent in the cabinet than his matter Gu£V 
tavus Adolphus in the field. 

Mr. Sergell informed me, that the origijaal 
plan of Archeveque was to reprefent a ViOxyry 
on horfeback, preceding and crowning Guf- 
tavus Adolphus on horfeback ; a fublime idea, 
bold, and perfectly new for a ftatue. The 
plan was at firft accepted by the ftates, but 
afterwards altered, becaufe it was thought im- 
poflible by the perfon employed to caft it. 
Mr. Sergell expatiated with great enthufiafin 
on tlie boldnefs and fublimity of this plan, and 
ieeraed by no means to confider it as imprac- 
ticable. 

Mr. Sergell has been lately employed by the 
king in executing a monument to the mepiory 
of Des Cartes, which is eredled in one of the 
churches of Stockholm. Above is die medal- 
lion of Des Cartes, and beneath an angel tak- 
ing a veil from the globe, and illuminating it 
with a torch 3 a fublime idea, fimply exprefling 
the efied: of philofophy in enlightening the 
human race, but weakened by the angeVs 
poiiiting to '* Stockholm," written in golden 

characters , 
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charafters. 'For the tomb itfelf fufEciendy 
proved^ that the philolopher died * at Stock* 
holili; and the appropriation of the light of 
philofophy to a particular fpot, fubftitutes what 
is partial and confined to what is general and 
comprehenfive. 

The royal academy of painting and (culp* 
tore at Stockholm contains the fineft colledion 
of cafts from the antique Aatues at Rome that 
ever fell under my obfcrvation. Thefc cafls 
were the firft imprefiions of the only moulds 
which were ever peraiitted to be taken from 
die antique ftatues. Louis the Fourteenth 
obtained that permiflion from the pope, and 
fcnt tDCbu-les the Eleventh thefe cafts, which 
are therefore uniques in their kind. They 
were given by die late king Adolphus Frederic 
to the academy of painting and fculpture, 
which he initituted. 

• His body was tranfpcrred to Paris, ar. J ':. j:>i in ±t 
cburcli of St. Gencviev*. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP- ilL 

. jirfenal of Stockliolm. — Clothes and bat worn 
by Charles XII. ivhen he was kilkd at the 
Jiege of Frederickfhall. — Inquiry into the 
circumjiances and occafwn of his deaths 

TH E arfenal of Stockholm contains an 
immenfe number of ftandards and tro- 
phies, taken chiefly from the Imperialifts, 
Poles, Ruffians, and Danes. Many of thefe 
ftandards were fupplied by Guftavus Adolphus, 
Baner, Torilenfon and Wrangel, by Charles 
Guftavus, but principally by Charles XIL 
whole military atchievements proved the ruin 
of his country : nor could I avoid remarking, 
that while this colledlion proudly difplayed 
the trophies of Narva, the Ruffians poflefs 
Narva itfelf, with all Livonia and other pro-« 
vinccs difmembered from Sweden. 

Among other curiofities, I obferved the fkin 
of the horie fluffed, which carried Guftavus 
Adolphus at the battle of Lutzen, where he 
received his death j a boat made by Petef 
tlie Great at Sardam in Holland, and taken 
by a Swediih veflel as it v/as conveying by 
8 fea 
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iea to Peterfburgh; and, what particularly 
^ttraded my notice, the clothes and hat worn 
by Charles XII. when he was fhot in the 
trenches before Frederickfhall. As many va- 
sioud reports have been fpread relative to the 
death of that monarch, and as proofs that 
he was affaflinated have been attempted to be 
drawn from the flate of thofe clothes, and par- 
.ticularly of his hat, I examined them with 
peculiar attention. 

The coat is a plain blue uniform, with 
krgc brafs buttons, like that of a common 
folcUer ; his boots are thick and large ; his 
gloves are of buff leather, ftiif- topped, and 
reaching almoft to the elbow: the right- 
hand glove is confiderably ftained with blood, 
the left only.fprinkled with a few drops; part 
of a buiF belt, which he wore round his waift, 
is alio bloody*. I mention thefe circum- 

ftancesji 



♦ This circumftance has given rife to an argument hi 
favour of his being affaflinated : for, fay the advocates on 
this fide of the queftion, if, upon receiving the (hot, he in- 
(lantly touched the wound, and then grafped his fv/orJ, it 
ieems to imply that he muft have feen the perfon who dif- 
charged the piece at him, and put himfelf into an attitude of 
defence: and it is certain, from the account of Pilgrcn, 
tvho iaw the body, that he had abfolutely drawn the Avord 
Jwlf out of the fcabbard, and that the hilt vwis fo tightly 

j^rafped 
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ftances, bccaufe It renders probable what has 
been aflerted, that upon receiving the (hot 
he inftantly applied his right-hand to the 
wound in his temple, and then to his fword^ 
The hat bears the appearance of having been 
flightly grazed by the ball, in that part which 
immediately covered his temple. I was in- 
formed, by a perfon who has had frequent 
opportunities of obferving it, that the ori- 
ginal mark was at firft very indiftin^ but 
has been fo handled and rent by thofe who 
have continually examined it, as to have been 
confiderably enlarged. As the (hot, there- 
fore, did not pierce through, but only grazed 
the hat, the lize of the ball, upon which fo 
much has been made to depend, cannot be 
afcertained from this circumftance. It follows 
therefore from this fimple defcription, which 
I noted down upon the fpot, that, from any 
appearance either in the clothes or hat, the 

flighteft inference cannot be deduced in re- 

• 

grafped by the right hand as not to be removed without dif- 
ficulty. But furely, if the king really faw the perfon who 
difcharged the piece, and meant to defend himfelf, he would 
firft have grafped the fword before he had received the (hot ; 
and if he firft touched the wound, and then grafped the hilt 
of the fword, it was a mere inftantaneous impulfe, ai^d muft 
have been fo fiidden as to have no reference to an attempt 
of defending himfelf. 

gar. 
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gard to the fo much agitated queftion, Whe-^ 
ther' Charles XII. fell by a ball from the 
I^miih batteries, or by the hand of an aflaffin^ 
I ihall* fiibjoin to this account an inquiry into 
the particulars of his death ; in the courie €£ 
whidi fbme new lights may, perhaps, be 
thrown upon this curious fubjed ; and Ibme 
anecdotes introduced, probably unknown to 
the Englifh reader. 

On the 30th of November 1 7 1 8, Charles XIL 
vifited his trenches at the iiege of Frederick^ 
(hall in Norway ; advanced as ^u* as a baflion, 
which he mounted ; and, leaning his arm upon 
the parapet, ieemed to examine the progrefs 
of the works. The Danifli batteries were 
playing upon the trenches, and continued a 
conflant fire with great and finall ihot, to 
which the king expofed himfelf, as ufual, 
^without the kaft caution; in that attitude 
he received a ball in his temple, fell upon the 
parapet, and inftantly expired^ There wetc 
with him two French onicers -, Maigrct, the 
engineer who conduced the liege ; and Siquier, 
his aid--de-camp. Behind, at ibme distance, 
were, amongil others, count Schwcrin, v/ho 
commanded the trenches; count Pofle, cap- 
tain of the guards; and Culbert, an aid- 

Vol. IV. G dc-cainp- 
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de-camp. According to Voltaire*, the twa 
Frenchmen, &eing die king £ill, and hew* 
ing him utter at the fame time a deep figfa, 
it[^oached and found Iiim dead. Motoaj^ ^f* 
relates, that Maigret had inefFedi»Uy €ndta<« 
foured to diiHiade his majefty from rejominv. 
ing in ib dangerous a place; and that, hav« 
ing conTulted with Schw<erin and Culb^t, he 
returned to draw him away by ftratagem^ 
finding him leaning upon the parapet, he &p- 
pdfed him to be aileep; but perceiving that 
he continued motionlefs, an alarm was ^i^ 
to the officers, who came ^th a light, and 
difcemed that he was dead. Nordbec^^s tit^ 
count cortefponds in general with that given 
by Motraye. It being determined to conceal 
the fatal accident, Siquier, who was devoted 
to the prince of Hefle, took off the kang^s 
hat, covered the head with his own wig and 
hat ; and wrapping the body in a grey cloak, 
ordered it to be tranfported to his quarters as 
that of an officer who was juft killed. Siquier 

* Voltaire was probably informed of diefc circimi. 
glances from Siqukr himfelf. See Hift. de Charles XK. 
p. 341. 

t Voyages de Motraye, Vol. II. p. ^96. Nordberj's 
Hift. de Charles XII. p. 358. 

hunfelf 
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himielf flew without delay to the prince of 
HcBk, ''^ who was quartered at Torpum, about 
•* t^ic diftlnce of three quarters* of a mile* 
'** The prince was at fupper>" writes a page 
wha was prefent -f*, " with fome generals and 
^ c^icers* Siquier, without being announced^ 
^* approached and whifpered the prince 5 the 
^* latter did the £une to the perfbn who fat 
*• nc3rt to himi and the whifper being cir^ 
•* culated round the company in the fiune 
^ manner, the prince retired fixMn table^ and 
^ gave immediate orders for poft-horfes." ** I 
*• foUowed," adds the fame perfon, ** the of* 
*• iSccrs to the place where the king was 
'* JdUed The prince ordered the generals and 
^ officers^ who were prefent, to place the 
^ body in a litter prepared to convey it to the 
•* head quarters. One ^ and -twenty foldiers 
*• Aanding around with wax tapers in their 
** hands, we obferved, that the king, in the 
•* agonies of death, had drawn his fword half 
** out of the fcabbard ; and that the hUlt was 

. f Probably of a Swedifli mile, which is equal to about 
6 i Engliih miles. 

t This account is taken frorti the narrative of Pilgren, a 
page to the prince of Hefle, who was diat day in waiting. 
See Von Karis XII. Tode & in Schloetzcr's Briefeweehfel, 
Vd. L p» 3t3a . 

. . G 2 " fo 
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" fo dghdy grafped by the right-hand, as not 
^^ to be difengaged without difficulty. The 
'* body was no iboner removed than the prince 
" held a council with the officers, when it 
^* was determined to raife the fiege, and to 
^ difpatch field-marfhal Ducker to Sandfborgv 
*^ in order to prevent any one from paffing to 
** the enemy, and fpreading the report of the 
" king's death : but this precaution was too 
** late, as that very night a Swedifh lieutenant, 
** accompanied by a drummer, went over the 
^^ Glomma to the enemy, and acquainted them 
^* with the king's death." 

From thefe circumftances we have no rea- 
fon to fuppofe that the king was aflailiniELted, 
but rather that he received his wound £rom 
one of the Danifli batteries. Let us then 
examine the reafons which have induced many 
perfons to affert that he was killed by trea- 
chery ; and that Frederic prince of Hefle, who 
had efpoufed his youngeft lifter Ulrica Eleonora 
and was foon afterwards raifed to the throne, 
was not wholly unfufpefted of being con- 
cerned in his death. 

The duke of Holftein, fon of Hedwige 
eldeft fifter of Charles XII. was the undoubted 
heir to the crown; and would, according to 
the opinion of his minifter Baflcvitz, have fuc- 

cecdcd. 
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ceeded^ if he had immediately fhown himfelf 
to the troops. 
*' The duke was in the camp. Charles 
had brought him to the army in that fe- 
•* vera campaign in order to form him to war. 
*^ Upon the firft news of the king's deaths 
*• the young prince retired to his tent ovcr- 
'* whehned with affliftion. The generals who 
*' were attached to him, in vain demanded 
** admittance. Duker conjured his fevourite 
'* Roepftorf, that he would perfuade him to 
^ appear before the troops, and offered to pro- 
*• cbum him upon the fpot. Roepftorf gained 
^ admittance to his matter, but foon returned 
'^ with an anfwer, that he was too much 
^' afieded to hold converiation with any one. 

* If he will not ad,' fays Duker, * afiairs 

* muft go as they can.* " This delay was 
•* the fafety of the Swedifh liberty. For how 
*^ would the nation have dared to propofe the 
^* fuppreflion of abfolute authority, in op- 
•^ 'pofition to a king who had been proclaimed 
** by the army, and was already in pofTeffion 
** of all the prerogatives enjoyed by his pre- 
*^ deceflbr * ?*' Another -f- account informs 

* Memolresde Bailevltz In Bufching, H. M» IX. p. 321* 
t Schlocteer's Briefewcchfd, Vol. I. p. iS'- 

G ^ us. 
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US, '^ that feveral of the SwedUh generals ten* 
** dered the crown to the duke, upon the 
^^ condition of renouncing abiic^ute power; 
^* but that he refufed to be bound by any 
♦^ reftriaioiis/' 

The condu^ of the prince of H«0e wa^ 
£ir more politic, Having difpo&d of the 
king's body» he ifTued immediate orders to 
arreft baron Qortz *, as if already in poiief«- 

fion 

♦ The arreft of Baron Gor(z was attended with many 
curious circumftances, vridch are related by Pilgrcn, who 
accompanied die officers that arrefted him { but tb^ ac- 
count is too long to be inferted in this work. See Gor^ 
»en's Gefangenemmung in Schloet^er, Vol. I. p. 231 
10243. 

The real caufe of the Baron's imprifonment and exe-< 
cution was his attachment to the duke of Hplfl^ifl, which 
lieither Frederic nor Ulrica Eleonora could, fojr^ve; to 
their revenge, and to. the cabals of a party, he fell a &- 
crifice. Pofterity, however, has done juftice to the in- 
f egrity of this great, but turbulent ftatefman ; and par- 
ticularly the prefent king of Sweden has paid a tribute of 
praife to his memory, in the following letter to his daughter 
Madame D'Eyben. See Schloetzer Theil, XI. p. 10^ 
** Madame la Baronne D'Eyben. La memoire de I'il- 
^ luftre et malheureux Baron de Gortz eft trop refpedee 
<* de moi, pour que je n'aye ete tres fenfiblemen^ touche 
** d'apprendre, qu'il exiftoi^ encore un de ces eqfans, que 
^^ la tirannie et I'injuftice atrpce de la princefs U}rique 
f( Eleonprci et de ceux qi|i prefiderent a la diete de 1719^ 

^ rendir^ftt 
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fkon of ibvereign authority 5 and difpatched 
Siquier to his conlbrt Ulrica Eleonora at Stock- 
bokn. That princefs was no iboner informed 
of her l>rdther's death, than ihc fununoned 
the ienate ; and agreeing to renounce all right 
to the crown by hereditary fucceflion, and to 
fubicribe to the limitation of regal power^ fhe 
tros foon afterwards eled:ed queen, but re- 
:6gned, in 1721, the crown to her huiband. 

The account of the king's death, publiHied 
by order of the court foon after the event, 
enters into no details> but attributes it to 4 
ball (hot from a falconet *. Motraye affirms "f*, 

that 
^ fmdirent •rphelins. Son fang innocent a trop long* 
« temps crie yengeance. La Suede a pendant 50 ans de 
^ malheurs, de devaftations et de troubles paie cherement 
" le tcibut) que la colere divine a exige pour le' crime, 
'•• conuxiis contre un grand homme innocent, pour que je 
^ fimhtite ardemment, en qualite de premier divert de ma 
.*• pairifj rcparer au nom de cette meme patrie, Tinjuftice 
^ que nos ancetres ont commis. A ce titre, que je re- 
** garde comme le plus beau de tous ceux, que la Pro- 
^ vidence a bien voulu affembler fur ma tete, s'ajoute en- 
^ eoft cdui de ma maifon, pour laquelle il a 6t6 un ia« 
<< crifice* Vous deves done bien juger, Mads^e^combien 
•* je fills porte de vous feire rendre la juftice, que vous re- 
^ clames en qualite 'd'heritiere et de fille de feu Baron de 
f^ Gortz, &c. &c. ce 28 A Ottobre, 1773." 

* A baU of a falconet ufually weighs one pound and ^ at 
Icaft. 

t Large de quatre doigts. Motraye.— Un trou dans 

G 4 lequel 
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that this relation Was probably true> .t>ecauic 
the wound was large enough to admit four 
fingers; and Voltaire, who received hjis in- 
formation from Siquier, aflerts, that it Was 
made by a ball of half a. pound weight, and 
large enough to contain three fingers; and 
they both agree, that from the violence of 
the (hot the left eye was forced in, and the 
right diflodged from its focket. In contra-* 
diftion, however, to th?fe authorities, two 
.perlbns who had feen the body, pofitively af^ 
firni> that the wound was too final! to havQ 
been occafipned by ^ fhot from a £dconet or 
half falconet. 

Count Liewen, in a cohverfation with -Mn 
Wraxall, thus exprefled hinifelf upon the 
fubjed; : 

*^ There are now very few nien alive whp 
^* can Ipeak with fb much certainty as myfelf 
^^ 'I was in the camp before Frederickfhall, 
^* and had the honour to ferve the king in 
•* quality of page on that night when he wa§ 
*^ killed, I have no doubt that he was aflaf- 
^^ filiated, The night was extremely dark^ 

lequel ou pouvoit enfoncer trois doigts. Voltaire— Ui^ 
balle I'avoit atteint a la temple droite avec tante de vio- 
lence, qu'elle etoit rciTortic au dcfliis de la temple gauche, 
Nordberg, 

^' an4 
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^* and it was almoft an impofiibility that a ball 
^' fi-om the fort could enter his head at the 
^* diftance, and on the fpot where he flood. I 
'* &Lvr the^cing's body, and am certain the 
'* wound in his temple was made by a piflol 
^f bullet. Who gave it, is unknown: Siker 
^* was fufpefted, becaufe he was not with his 
*• majefty previous to the blow, but appeared 
^* a moment aftefn Thofc," added he, ** who 
f* are ufed to military affairs, know the report 
^^ and noife which a cannons-ball makes ; but 
" the report of the fhot which deflroyed the 
" king was that of a piece clofe at hand, and 
" totally different, I do not believe the prince 
" of* Htffe. was concerned, or privy to it in 
" any degree 5 but the belief that he was put 
^* to death by a private hand was general in 
'' the army at that time *." 

The next evidence is captain Carlberg^ 
who aflifled in conveying the body from the 
trenches : this officer died at Gotheborg about 
\ month before I arrived at that town ; and 
in repeated converfations with feveral Englifh 
merchants, from whom I received the anec- 
dote, conflantly aflerted that the wound was 
given by a mufket or piflol. In anfwer to 

♦ Wraxall*s Tour, p, 141. > 

thefe 
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thcfe aflertions, may it not be ^ed, Whcthef 
count Liewen and captain Carlberg liad any 
oppcMtunity of examining the wound with that 
attention neceflary to form a decisive opinicmr ? 
and if they did, whether the fize of gun-fliot 
Iproundfi does not exceedingly vary according to 
iht velocity of the ball, and the place which 
itftrikes? 

• But (hould we even allow, that the pkce 
£ronpi which the king received his death wai 
not brgcr than a mulket ; the next circum- 
ftance for inquiry is. Whether a muiket--fhot 
could have reached him from the ramparts of 
Frederickfhall, or from any of the adjoining 
batteries ? That this is probable, will appeal 
from confulting the plan of Frederickfhall 
in Motraye, who had vifited the place; for 
the parapet on which the king was leaning is 
only 1 80 yards from the ramparts, and about 
800 from the battery, from which he con-- 
jei^res that he was killed* As a random 
mulket-buUet will often take effed: at 800, 
or even 1 000 yards, the king might have been 
ftruck in this manner, and ftill more prc^bly 
by finall or grape-fliot difcharged from a 
cannon. 

Many perfons have been fufpefted of being 

concerned in the fuppofed aflaffination : Siquier 

6 principally^ 
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prmcipaltyf becaufe he was near Charles at 
the tkne of his death, covered the body from 
inipedtion, immediately carried the news to 
the prince of HtGc, and, by hafteoing to 
Stockholm, fecured the crown to the princefs 
Ukica Eleonora. His conduct in thefe in- 
iibmoes, however, affords no pofttive evidence 
cither againft himielf or Frederic ; &ir both 
would have adted in the iame manner fix>m 
common policy, whether the Swedifh mo-» 
narch was killed by accident, or by their 
treachery. Unfortunately, however, Siquicr 
hiin£^ in 1722, being at Stockholm^ in a 
delirium, occaiioned by a fever, opened the 
window of his apartment, and exclaimed, that 
he had murdered Charles XII. ; but no one 
gave any credit to the confeffion of a perfon 
who was then in a ilate of infanity. Sufpi* 
dons alio fell upon Maigret the engineer, 
merely becaufe he was prefent in ifhe trenches ; 
and aUb upon General Renfkioeld^ who is 
£ud to have employed the murderer : but this 
leport had no foundation, and feems to have 
chiefly suifen from his ^u^yity in fupporting 
the party of the fenate for limiting the fb- 
vereign authority, and in placing Ulrica Ele* 
onpr^ upon the throne. 

It 
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: It is evident from a paflage in Bruce's Me- 
moirs fy that a belief of the king's aflafiina-^ 
tionwas generally received, 

" As I was dining," he fays; " at an ordi- 
^* nary cme day, with, feveral of my acquaint- 
^^ ance, there happened to be at the table a 
*^ Swediih colonel, and a lieutenant-colonel, 
*« whawas born dumb, but notwithftandihg 
.** thatmisfortune, had been a great favourite 
** with the late king of Sweden. While we 
^* were at dinner, the governor's aid-de-^camp 
**. c^une in, and, addreffing himfelf to the Swe- 
5^ diih colonel, ordered him, in the e^iperor's 
** .name, to leave Riga immediately, otherwifc 
*^ he, would be proceeded againft as a traitor. 
" Tiie .'Swede immediately getting ujp from 
*^ the table, quitted the room pale and trem- 
** bling. On our enquiring into the reafon of 
** this fudden order to the colonel, we were 
** informed that he was fufpefted of having 
** fliot the late king of Sweden in the trenches 
" before Frederickfliall, It feems that fome 
** of the company had, by ligns, raiade the 
" dumb lieutenant-colonel underftand the af- 
** fair, on which he ran after him with hh 

* P. 366, 

*^ fword 
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^* fword drawn, and, but for the intcrpofitionL 
" of the aid-de-camp and fome others with 
" him^i he would certainly have killed the 
^* colonel, who w^as fafely conduded over the 
^* river Dwina, which divides Livonia fiom 
" Courland, and was followed by his fervants 
^^ and baggage. It was obferved, that while 
^* he refided in Riga, large remittances had 
" come to him from Stockholm, which made 
*^ it generally fulpeded that he had been highly 
** bribed to commit the regicide. The colondl 
" made hafte to get into Poland, intending to 
'* pafs through that kingdom into Turkgr, 
" where he was well acquainted, having at- 
^* tended the king of Sweden all the time that 
'* prince refided in Bender ; but as he was no 
^* more heard of, it was generally thought he 
" had been murdered in Poland.'' 

Bruce does not mention the name of. this 
colonel ; but his account feeois, in fome mea* 
fure, to corroborate the opinion of many per- 
fons in Sweden; that if the king was trea- 
cheroufly put to death, it is highly pro- 
bable that the murder was committed by a 
Swede. A member of the diet, which af- 
fembled foon after the revolution, tiTed thefe 
piyfterious expreflions. *^ The liberty which 

'' has 
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*^ has been fb much extolled, always carried 
^ to excefs^ and to which we have fb long 
^, been enflavcd, perhaps at its commencement 
^^aid not occafion any real bleffings^ It is 
^ a conjcdure which excites horror, an ap^ 
^ probrium from which I wilh we could ctt- 
*♦ tirely exculpate ourfelves, namely, that the 
^* life of our Northern hero Charles XII. 
^* —But I tremble: he was upon -the point 
** of recovering the lofles of the flatc* Pof- 
^ terity will dare to expatiate upon this much- 
^ to^be^l^unented event*'* It appears from 
thefe words, as if the fpeaker conceived that 
die partisans ior a limited monarchy had 
occafioned the death of Charles, in order to 
cftablifh a new form of government ; and he 
alludes to the following anecdote. 

A Swedifh- officer, whofe name is Cron- 
ftedt, is iaid to have owned, upon his death-- 
bed, to a clergyman called Tolftadius, that he 
was concerned in the murder of Charles XII. } 
tod the confeflbr afterwards drew up an ac- 
count of this declaration, which was deli- 
vered to the king and fenate, and is now 
preferved in the archives. I could not Icam 
the particulars of this account i but was in^ 

jfonaed 
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fermed in general, that Cronftedt^ affirmed 
[ie only loaded the piece ; and that Stiemros, 
who died lieutenant-general and colonel of 
the guards, was the perfon who fired i^ 
flanding at a ifmall difbnce behind the king ; 
and it is likewife afTerted, that Stiernros, in 
fais laft illnefs, acknowledged his guilt. The 
qoeen-dowager of Sweden, whofe curiofity was 
«cited by all. tli^fe reports, descended a few 
years ago into the vault which contains the 
body of Charles. Upon examining the wounds, 
one whereof was in the back of his head, 

- ^ It may not be improper to mentioA in diis place, due 
Cronfledt is (aid tq have been out of his lenfes before b^ 
died ; and if fo, his confeiEon deferves no more credit than 
that of Siquler. Another madman likewife acknowledged 
himfelf to be die king's ailaffin. Fabricius, who is men- 
doned as a great favourite of Chaiies XIL died in Englandr 
in a delirium; and he aiRired Miller, the celebrated bo- 
tanift, with whom he was intimately acquainted, that he 
aflaflinated the Swedifli monarch. I received this anec- 
dote from a gentleman who had it from Mr, Miller hira- 

In mj iecond viftt to Stockholm in 1784, I found, oa 
more accurate inquiry, that many of thefe anecdotes tend- 
log to confirm the repoit of bis aflaffination^ were either 
very uncertain, miftated, or exaggerated ; and particularlf 
d»t the account concerning Cronftedt's conleflioo,. and 
Frederic's remorfe, were probably void of foundation. 

and 
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and the other in the left temple, fhe fouxu^ 
that the latter was the greater; whence it 
was concluded, that the ball went in behind 
and came out bdFore, from the well-known, 
cfiedt of gun-fhot wounds, whole cntering^ 
. orifice is always the fmalleft. I may like- 
wife venture to add, that her majefty, after 
weighing all the circumftances on both iides, 
was of opinion that the king vfz& aiTafii- 
nated. 

It appeared probable to f9me perfbnsj from 
ieveral particulars in the confeffion of Cron- 
ftedt, that he had been employed by Fre- 
deric I. and it is ftill believed by many at 
Stockholm, but without fufficient proofs j that 
Frederic, upon the approach of death, raved 
about Charles XII. and exprefled great remorfe 
and compundlion on his account. 

In mentioning thefe anecdotes, I beg leave 
to requeft that they may be confidered merely 
as reports, upon which other perfons, who 
Ihall have an opportunity of obtaining more 
precife information, may build their inquiries ; 
as my intention was to throw together all the 
^telligence I could colledl concerning the death 
of Charles XII. ; in order to enable the reader 

to 
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To draw the coqclufion which fliall feem the 
moft probable. 

Upon reviewing the principal circumftances 
in this myfterious affair ; if we are convinced 
that the king's wound was that of a muiket 
or piflol ball, and yet that he was not in a^ 
fituation to be reached by fuch a fhot from 
the enemy's batteries ; and that- though the 
belief of his being unfiiirly put to death was 
general in the army, yet no enquiry was made ; 
if wt imagine the evidence of Liewen and 
Carlherg are to l3e abfolutely relied upon, and 
•particularly the aflertion of the former, that 
the report of the piece which deftroyed the 
king was that of a piftol ; if we can fuppofe 
the confeffion of Cronftedt and Stiernros to 
be genuine; the reraorfe of Frederic to be 
fincere and well attefted; if we think the 
opinion of the queen-dowager * fufficient to 

convince 

,♦ In oppofition to the opinion of the lat^ queen-dow- 
ager, we may remark, tliat her majefty was much pre- 
judiced againft Frederic king of Sweden, and inclined to 
adopt and circulate any report to his difcredit. Influenced 
probably by his mother's prejudices, the prefent king was 
at one time fo convinced, tliat Cronftedt had afl'aflinated 
Charles, as to rcfufe giving a commiffion to his grandfon, 
declaring, that he never would confer a'military rank on 

Vol. IV. H '^ the 
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convince our judgment ; we niuft neceflarily 
conclude that Charles XII. was aflaffiriated. 
On the contrary, if we believe that the \;ir6und 
was fb large, that it iiiuft have been occa- 
fioned by a ball from a falconet, or half fal- 
' conet ', or if not, that the king was liable 
to be reached by a mufket-ball * ; if we fee 

no 

the grandfon of a pcrfon who had afliffinated the king of 
Sweden ; but two years afterwards he voluntarily gave the 
^ commiiSon to the £une perfon, candidly alledging, that he 
had been miftaken, and that he was now convinced Croh- 
ftedt had no fhare in the king's aiTaflination. 

* Ah unqtieftionable proof that the wound was made bijr 
a fmall ball is derived from the evidence of the following 
perfons of the higheft rank and credibility. " On the 12th 
" of July, 1746, between five and fix in the morning, the 
~ *' following perfons entered the vault in which is interred 
*^ the body of Charles the Twelfth, and examined the^ 
<< wound in his head. On the right fide below the temple 
*' was a plaifter fo ftrongly fixed as not to be removed 
" without great difficulty; under which they noticed an 
*' orifice which feemed to defcend to the back part of die 
<' head, feven lines long and two broad. On the left fide 
*' was a plaifter of the fame fize. All the temple im 
'' driven out, and the bones (battered in fuch a manner, as 
" made it eafy to diftinguifli that the ball went out onihat 
<* fide. The face was a little disfigured, the moutH a littfe 
<* open, and fome teeth vifible. 

« Signed, C. Harteman, Ch. Ekelblad, 
" and John von Hoejiken.** 

Mr. 
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SO glaring contradictions between the account 
pid>liibed by the Gourt» and the relations made 
by thofe who were in the trenches at the 
time when he fell ; or if we think that the 
latQpr perfons may have been niiftaken in fome 
material circomftances ; if we can r^oncile 
the conduA of Frederic as being merely dic- 
iBted by pdicy, and fach as would have been 
adopted by any perfon in the fame fituation> 
though he wets not acceiTary to the murder : 
if to thdSb confiderations we add the natural 
j»x>penfity of mankind to attribute the doidi 
of extraordinary perfonages to extraordinary 
€«ifcsi that thofe who have once framed an 
hypothefis will imperceptibly warp all events 

Mr. Firman, an engraver of medals at Stockholm, pof- 
fefles.a mafk of plaifter of Paris, moulded from die face of 
Charles the Twelfth, when the king's body lay at the pa- 
lace of Carlfberg previous to the interment. The infpec- 
doa of this curious mafk, befides reprefenting the exa£t 
features of that monarch, led me to make fome remarks on 
die fize and fituation of the wound which occafioned his 
death, aqd which has given rife to fuch contradi6):ory ac- 
counts and conjectures. The mafk reaches no &rther than 
die extremity of each temple. The mark of the wound 
iMi the right temple is very vifible, and is not large. The 
bones were apparently much fhattered, but the eyes were 
perfied in their fockets ; fufficiently proving, that they wer« 
not diflodged, as Motraye and Voltaij:^ aiTert. 

H2 in 
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in its fupport ; and that until pofitivc proofs, 
not merely drawn from flying reports and 
uncertain anecdotes, are eflablifhed ; we ought 
undoubtedly to lean to the fide of candour 
and humanity; we ought not to credit fur- 
mifes fo injurious to charafters otherwife with- 
out reproach ; and we are bound to conclude 
that Charles XII. fell by the hand of the 
enemy, and not by treachery. And this opi- 
nion was likewife fupported by the high au- 
thority of count Poniatowfki *, the confi- 
dential friend of Charles XIL 

^ As I had the honour of being informed by the preient 
king of Poland* 
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Charfges in the form of the SWedifh government. 
'-^Inquiry into the nature of fhe^ conjlitution 
eftablijbed at the Revolution of\''^.f2. — The 
king a limited^ ahd not an abfoluie manarch. 
— Hiet compofed of the king and Jlat^'sx:'^ 
L Houfe of nobles. — //. Of the clergy^ 
III. of citizens. — IF. Of peafants. — Mode: 
ofena£iinglaws. 

THE form of the Swedifh government 
has frequently varied- Before the ac- 
ceffion of the houfe of Vafa in the perfon of 
Guftavus I. it was a monarchy wholly elec- 
tive ; and laboured under all the evils which 
are infeparable from that moft defedive ipe- 
cies of fovereignty. By the union of Calmar, 
which took place in 1397, it was ilipu- 
lated; that the fame monarch was to rule 
over Denmark, Sweden, and Norway, and 
to be chofen by the deputies from the ftates 
of thofe three kingdoms aflembled at Calmar. 
Throughout the whole period in which thefe 
regulations fubfifted, Sweden w^si a mere tri- 
butary kingdom to the fovereigns of Den- 
H 3 mark; 
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mark ; or, in its temporary exertions to {hake 
off that yoke, drew ,on itfelf all the horrors 
of foreign invafion and intcftine difcord. 

From this ftate of alternate oppreflion and 
anarchy it was fcfcued byGuftavus Va&» on 
whom die g^titude of the Swedes confened 
the dominion of that country which he had 
delivered: tiicy even renounced in hklkvour 
th^^iight of electing their kings; and declared 
the-crown hereditary ift his male iffuc. The 
form of government eftabli(hed at his acccf- 
fion, though in appearance of a mixed na- 
ture, and though it lodged the fupremacy in 
the aflcmbly of the ftates, yet entrufled very 
cxtcnfive prerogatives to the king. Thcfe 
powers, tranfmitted to his immediate pofteiity 
with little diminution, were augmented under 
Guftavus Adolphus; and at the fame time 
the right of fucceffion was extended to the fe- 
male line. But, during the minority of his 
daughter Chriftina, the government underwent 
an alteration unfavourable to regal authority: 
the privileges of the fenate, or council of 
ftate, being enlarged, gave the afcendancy to 
the ariftocratical party, or order of nobles; 
and this power* was, by continual encroach- 
ments, carried to fuch an exorbitant height, 
as juftly to excite the fears and indignation o 

th 
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tkp tbxjX otho* orders of the clergy, citizens, 
ai)d p^ai&nts. At length Charles XL artfully 
BV^ifjing himfclf of this di(&tisfa6lion, obtain- 
ed ^om the ilates a formal ceffion of abiblute 
a^yej^^gptjf, which he quietly devolved upon 
his fon Charles XII. Upon the deceafe of the 
latter, his nephew, Charles Frederic duke of 
Holfieia> fon of his eldeft Mer Hedwige, 
ought, by the law of fucceffion eftablifhed by 
Charles XI. to have afcended the throne. But 
ihe Swedes, in breach of that regulation, ex- 
xluded the duke of Holftein, and conferred 
the .crown upon Ulrica Eleonora, the youngeft 
fiftcr of Charles XII. That princefs, pofleiT- 
ing no title but what was derived from the 
appointment of the nation, purchafed her elec- 
tion by a furrender of abfolute authority, and 
by ratifying all the limitations of prerogative 
¥i4w:h the ftates impofed; and her huiband 
Frederic I. in whofe favour fhe refigned the 
crown, fecured their concurrence by fimilar * 
ftipulations. 

The new form of government eftabliihed at 
this jundhire, confifted of fifty-one articles, all 
tending to abridge the powers of the crown ; 
and rendered the Swedifh fovereign the moft 
^limited monarch in Europe. It was fettled, 
thif the fupreme legiflative authority fhould 

H 4 refidc 
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riilit abiblutdy and iblely in the dates of Ac 
m!.-n aiTtmbltd in diet ; which, whether con- 
ver.rd bv the king or not, muft regularly af- 
i':r..ble even- three years, and could only be 
dl'JAvtd by their own confent. During the 
rece.\ of the diet, the executive power refided 
in the king and fenate ; but as the king was 
bound in all afF::irs to abide by the opinion of 
th;: majority; and as he poflelled only two 
votes, and the cafting voice in cafe of equal 
fuftrages, he was almoft entirely fubordinate 
to that body, and could be confidered in no 
other light than its prefident *. At the fame 

time 

* Mr. Sheridan, in his Hiftory of the late Revolution, 
Sec. has thus delineated the exorbitant authority, vefted in 
the ftatc?, p. 145: "While the itates were aflembled, 
** they were, in fac^, poflefled of the whole fupreme power. 
" The authority of the king and fenate was then fufpended, 
" &c. — In {hort, the ftates were vefted with the fame 
*' powers, independent of the king and fenate, that in Eng- 
*' land the two houfes of parliament poflefs in conjun<SHon 
" with the kinp;. 

" The Jcgiflative power they referved wholly to them- 
*' fdves. The kiiii^ and fenate, having no (hare whatever 
" in it, divi not even poflefs a negative on thofe refolutions 
" of the diet, wliich dircviUv attacked the reeal and fe- 
*' iKitorial rights. — I'hc folio wir.^; powers were likewife 
*' veiled in the Ihites alone: Thofe of declaring war, or 
" making; peaces thai of ulteiii^i; the ftaiidord (^ the 
*' coin, iVc. 

'' The 
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time the fenate itfelf ultimately depended upon 
theflates; as its members, though nominally 
appointed for life, yet were in a great meafure 
chofen by the ftates * ; were amenable before 
thataflembly; and liable to be removed from 
their office^ in cafe of real or pretended mal- 
yerfationl Thus the fupreme authority re- 
fided in a tumultuous aflembly, compofed of 
the four orders, into which many nobles 
without property, tradefmen, and peafants, 
were admitted ; moft of whoni were of courfc 

^ The executive power, during the fitting of the diet, 
f may he (aid to have been, in a great meafure, lodged in 
5* a certain number of perfons felefted from the three orders 
^^ of the nobles, clergy, and burghers, who conftituted 
" what was denominated the fecret committee, &c. With 
f^ regard to the judicial power, the ftates affumed to them- 
« felves a right of exercifmg that alfo, whenever they 
** diought proper, by taking at pleafure caufes out of tlie 
" ordinary courts of juftice, to try them before a temporary 
** tribunal erected by themfelvcs, and compofed of their 
*' own members. Nothing could be more formidable 
^ than the power of this court, or more fubverfive of li- 
f' berty j as, in reality, it united within itfelf at once the 
" legiflative, judicial, and executive powers; and it was to 
*< decide principally in cafes of treafon. What rendered 
?' this extraordinary jurifdiftion moft prepofterous was, 
/' its being generally at the lame time both judge and 
" party." 

* All vacancies in the fenate were filled by the king 
from three candidates nominated by the ftates. 

fubjea 
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jiibjed to all the corruption aad iaflMencie tp 
which needy aind ignore t reprefcntatives ai? 
neceiSarily expofed. Although all ibtutes wece 
figned by the king^ gnd the ordin^npes of thf; 
fenate ifTued in his name ; yet in neither c^ 
did he.poflefs a negative : and ip order to ol|^• 
viate the poflibijity cf his attempting to ex*- 
l^rciie that power, it was enadted^ in the diet 
pf 1756^ theit ^^ in all aiBTairs, without ^coept- 
♦• tion, which had hitherto required the fign 
^ manual, his majeily's name noight be zfr- 
•• fixed by a ftamp> whenever he fhould have 
•* .declined his figMtore jbt the firflt pr ftcond 
^^ recjueft of the fenate." In confequencc of this 
refolution, the royal fignature was a(3:ually 
engraved; and applied to the ordinary dif^ 
patches of government, under the dire&ipn of 
the fenate** In a word, the king aijoyed 
little more than the mere name of royalty. 
He was only the oftenfibie inftrument in the- 
hands of one of the two great parties, who at 
that time divided and governed the kingdcmi, 
as either obtained the fuperior influence in the 
diet. 

We cannot but remark upon this iubje£t, 
that the Swedes, who, during the reigns of 

* Sheridan, p. 188. Cantzler, p. 71. 

8 Charles 
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Chaxks XL and XIL had fo reludandy fub- 
mttted to die dcTpodfin of dieir fbvereigns, 
knew not how to ufe their liberty : they in-* 
temperately ran into the contrary extreme; 
and, in order to difable the king from reco- 
vering arbitrary power, they even defpoiled 
him of ihofe juft and neceflary prerogatives, 
which in a monarchical conftitution can alone 
form a barrier againft ariftocratical ufurpation 
fuxi popular fadiions ; as if they were ignorant 
of any medium between abfolute dominion 
and anarchy, or between licentioufnefs and fer- 
vitude. 

The grofs defefts in this new form of go- 
vernment occafioned conftant ftruggles be- 
tween the kings of Sweden and their fubjefts, 
on one fide to increafe, on the other to dc- 
prcfs^ the ropl prerogative ; until his prefent 
msajefly effcfted the revolution of 1772. It 
is needlefs to enter into any detail of this 
e:iptraordinary event, as Mr. Sheridan, who at 
the period in queftion was fecretary to the 
Britifh envoy at Stockholm, has given to thp 
. world a moft ample and accurate detail of the 
^hde tranfaAion *• Perfons of the moft op- 

t' 
• A Hiftory of the late RevolutioQ in Si^eden, &c. by 
Climes Francis Sheridan, £fq. 

pofitc 
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poiite parties in Sweden unanimoufly concur 
in commending the fidelity of Mr. Sheridan's 
hiftory, and in preferring it to the numerous 
narratives of that important event; and the 
king has frequendy acknowledged its general 
authenticity. The ingenious author has de- 
velppcd with the utmoft precifion and truth 
the dreadful abufes occafioned by the fyftem 
of government eftabliihcd in 1720; and has 
traced, with a mafteriy hand, the judicious 
and fpirited conduft of his prefent majefty. 
But in this account of the new governaient^ 
admirable as it is, he has unfortunately . ad- 
vanced a capital miftake ; which, as it has 
fallen from a perfon of fuch refpeftable au- 
thority, and feems generally prevalent in all 
foreign countries, deferves a particular difcuf- 
fion. I allude to his affertion, that the king 
of Sweden is ^* no lefs abfolute at Stockholm 
*' than the French monarch at Ver&illes, and 
*' the Grand Siguier at Conftantinople * ^ 
whereas his Swedilh majefty, though now 
poffeffed of very great prerogatives, is yet in 
many important iiiflanccs a limited monarch, 
as will be. afcertained by a review of the pre^- 
fent conftitution. 

* P. 301. 

The 
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The whole executive power is virtually 
vcftcd in the king : for though it is faid to be 
entniiled to him conjointly with the fenate ; 
yet as his majefty appoints and removes all 
the members of that council, and in the ad- 
miniftration of affairs afks only their advice, 
without being bound to follow it, he is ab- 
iblute matter of the fenate *. The king has 
the command of the army and navy, and fills 
up allcommiflions; he likewUe nominates to 
all civil offices ^. He has the fole power of 
convening and diflblving the flates, and is not 
obliged to aflemble them at any ftated pe- 
riod J;, he has rendered many of the taxes 

♦ Article 4th. Ii^^'fome few inflances, however, namely, 
in the negociatioits of p6ace, truces, and alliances, the 
king 18 bound to follow, the opinion of the fenators, in cafe 
they are unanimous ; but as it is fcarcely poffible that fe- 
venteen fenators, appointed and removeable by his ma- 
jeftj) (hould be unanimous in their oppodtion to him, we 
may fiurly allow the king to have the command of the fe- 
nate. Art. 6th. 

In the high courts of juftice, indeed, confifting of feven 
fenators, to which a final appeal lies from all the inferior 
courts, the king has only two voices, and a cafting vote if 
the opinions are equal. But yet, in this inftance, as he 
nominates and removes at his pleafure their judges, he muft 
have the entire difpofal of their faffrages. Art. 8th. See 
the articles of the new form of government in the Appendix 
CO this volume. 

t Art. 6 J alfo 22. 25. and 31, 

t Art 38, 

pe^petualJ^ 
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perpctuaU enjoys a fixed rcvcnue> and has the 
' difpo&l of the public money. 

Such are the prerogatives which his Swediih 
majeftjr has annexed to his crown : but how- 
ever enormous they may appear^ cfpcaciaSfy 
when compared with the ilender degree of aiin 
thority poffeifed by the throne before thai: pe-» 
riod'r yet they by no means> I apprehend^ 
amount to defpotifm. The two great features, 
which e^itiaUy diftinguifh an arbitiairy from 
a limited monarch, are the uncontrouled right 
of enadting and repealing laws, and the im- 
poiition of taxes without confent of the fub- 
jed: ; neither of which are exercifcd by the 
king of Sweden. With refped: to the former, 
the Icgiflativc authority reiides jointly in him= 
and in the ftates*; and it is exprefsly de — 
creed in the 40th article, ** that the fcing^ 
" fhall have no power to make new lawa^ 
^ without the knowledge and affent of the 
" ftates; nor abrogate an old one received 
** formerly -f." Concerning the impofition of 

* Mr, Sheridan is wrong, in faying that the ftates were 
to deliberate upon nothing but what the king thought pro- 
per to lay before them ; they having a right, as well to pro- 
pose laws, as to negative thofe propofed by the king. See 
Art. 42. 

t Art 48. 

taxes, 
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taxes^ it is cxprefsly ftipulated, that the king 
ihall not levy arty money without the confent 
<jf the ftates, excejrting in the cafe of aftual 
intrafioii ♦ J and at the conclufion of the war 
fit ihal! be obliged to furtimon them, and the 
jUfw taxes (hall be abolifhed In addition alfo 
tb thefe ltv6 important reftri6tions, he cannot 
^deckire war, nor alter the coin, without their 
"cohcitttcnce; and, if called upon by them 
'when convened, is obliged to account for die 
expenditure of the public money -f-. 

Though the king is fubjeft to thefe nu- 
terial imitations ; yet, as his ordinary revenue 
is |jcrpctual, and the meeting of the ftates de- 

• Mr. Sheridan, upon this article, fays, *' By a diin!, 
^ diough his majefty did not openly claim a power of im- 
^ pofing taxes on all occafionsi yi^t fuch as already fubfifted 
** were to be perpetual ; and in cafe of invafion, or prejjing 
^ nuejjitj^ the king might impofe feme taxes, till the ftates 
** could be aiTembted. But his majefty was to be the judge 
^ of this neceflity; and we have feen that the meeting of 
^ the ftates depended wholly on his will and pleafure." 

P. 307- 

Now there are no fuch words 2s prejfmg neceffity in the 

new Articles of government, but the exercife of this power 
it ftri£Uy confined to the cafe of adual invafion : the words 
arC) ^ Yet that unhappy cafe excepted, when the kingdom 
<* fhould be attacked by an army." 
f Articles 44^ 48. 50. 

pends 
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pends folely upon his pleafure, it may be 
urged that he^ may govern without controut 
{o long as he requires no additional fubfidies. 
But furely this mode of ruling does not amount 
to abfolute authority* For, as he cannot enad 
laws, declare war, or levy taxes, without the 
confent of the diet ; emergencies muft oecur 
which may render it neceflary to convene that 
aflembly; when the latter may redrefs grie- 
vances, or repair any breaches in the conftitu- 
tion. 

In fafl:, his prefent ijiajefty, though ncitheif 
preiSed by foreign war, nor by any material 
.exigency, did> within fix years from the time 
of his obtaining an exemption from the ne- 
ceffity of convening the ftates, conceive it ex- 
pedient to fummon them ; and experienced 
that oppofition which charafterizes the repre- 
fentatives of a free people. In the houfe o£" 
nobles, for inftance, a memorial was laid upoA 
the table) wherein it was faid, that there wer^ 
no fixed laws ; that the form of government 
eftablifhed in 1772 had been for fome timfe 
obferved ; but that lately many of the king's 
friends had appealed to that of 1 6 1 6, as the 
proper model • by which the adminiftration 
was to regulate its proceedings. Which cori-^ 

ftitution 
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ititudon was to be coniidered as at prefent 
fobfiiting ? — Other propofitions very ofFenfive 
to the rapl car were difcuflcd in this me-* 
morial, and it was intended to have been 
fbnnaUy recited at the next meeting ; but, to 
prevent this meafure, the king fummoned the 
ftates to the palace, and diflblved them^ His 
majefty, in his fpeech delivered on that oc- 
caiion, declared himfelf chagrined at the com- 
plaints unjufUy levelled againft his condudl:. 
He added, that the form of government efta- 
blifhed in 1772 fhould always be regarded by 
him as the true conftitution; that he never 
Wiihed to deviate from it in the flighteft de- 
gree ; and that, as many perfons had endea- 
voured to create a mifunderflanding between 
him and the flates, he had on that account 
adopted the refolution of diflblving them: a 
ft^e of harangue that would not have been 
adopted by an abfolute king. 

In a word, whether the prefent form of 
government be likely to laft, or whether it 
may not be as fuddenly overturned as it was 
introduced by a new revolution i whether it 
may not, in procefs of time, degenerate into 
an arbitrary monarchy, or relapfe into its 
priftine anard^ ; ^ not here the objedts of 

Vol. IV. I inquiry : 
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inquiry : the queftion relates folely to the na- 
ture of the conftitution as it fubfifts at prc- 
fent ; which the more accurately we examine, 
the left fcrupuloufly fhall we decide, that the 
king of Sweden is a limited, and not a defpotic 
fovereign. 

The truth of the obfervation, that the king^ 
of Sweden is a limited and not an abfolute 
monarch, though controverted by fomc au- 
thors, is ftill farther confirmed by the tranf- 
a<3ions of the diet which aflembled in May 
1786, in which feveral new regulations were 
fettled, tending to limit the prerogative in the 
power of making, amending, and repealing 
laws, of removing perfons from piiblic em- 
ployments, in the impofition of taxes, and the 
permanency of the revenue. 

In regard to the firft point, the power of 
making, amending, and repealing laws, it had 
long been a queftion of difpute, whether a bill 
being propofed by the king, if two houfes 
were for it, and two againft it, the decifion 
fliould be left to his majefty : but it was finally 
refolved by the ftates, and agreed to by the 
king, that under thefe circumftances the pro^ 
pofed bill fliould not take place; and that 
when three houfes were of the iame opinion 

tha 
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that Opinion (hould be confidered as the fenfe 
of the Aates ; all queftions of privilege and 
taxidon excepted, in which the unanimous con- 
feflt of the four houfes ihould be requifite. 

With refpe<3: to the fecond point, the power 
of removing pcrfonsfroni public employments, 
't was reiblved that, w^hereas the king, in the 
^cond article of the form of government, pro- 
files not to ruin any man as to his life and 
honour, body or welfare, unlefs lawfully con- 
^iBted and judged; under the word ivelfari 
ire included public offices and employments : 
'lo man, therefore, can be deprived of any 
-ivil, military, or ecclefiaflical employment^ 
^idiottt previous trial or judgment, according 
:o tlic laws of the land, excepting thofe public 
officers of flate, and conunittees mentioned in 
Ac form of government, who are liable, as be- 
forty to be removed by the king. 

As to the third point, it was decreed, that 
the fubiidies voted at the preceding diet Ip 
remain in force till the next meeting of the 
(lates^ ihould now be continued for four years 
)nly ; and that one per cent, fhould be de- 
iu^d; a deduction which, however fmaU, 
vas xnade in order to prove, that the grant of 
be extraordinary revenues depended entirely 

I 2 on 
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on the good pleafure of the diet, and that the 
revenue of the crown was by no means fixed 
and permanent. An important regulatiofit 
which almoft renders it neceffary for the king 
to fummon the diet in four years, unlefs he 
can render (\{rhat is not poflible) his fixed re- 
venue equal to the public expenditure. 

But as an additional proof that the king, by 
the revolution of 1772, was not defpotic, it is 
only neceffary to add, that he has lately ob- 
tained new prerogatives ; and has effefted, with^ 
the confent of the ftates, fome changes in the 
form of government, which render him ftill 
more powerful. 

When the king was leading his army into 
Ruflia, and was preparing to befiege Fredc- 
ricfham, which if he had taken he might have 
marched perhaps almoft without interruption 
to the gates of Peterfburgh, he was checked in 
the midft of his career by the revolt of fevcral 
df his ofiicers, who refiifed to pafs the limits 
of Swedifh Finland, under the pretence that 
the king had no power to carry on ofitnfive 
war without the confent of the ftates. 

A defpotic fovereign would inftantly have 
arrefted and condemned the refi-adtory officers 
to death, havQ appointed others in their placeSi 

and 
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suid have continued his progrefs againft the 
^cnemy. But the king, who was not defpotic, 
^urefted the officers, fent them to Stockholm, 
^«© be tried according to the kws of their 
^nuntry, and inunediately recalled his troops 
-from, the Ruffian territory. 

Not long afterwards he convened the ftates, 
laid before them the motives which induced 
bim to attack Ruffia, obtained from the ma- 
jori^ of the four houfes an approbation of his 
condud:^ and fupplies for the fupport of the 
war. 

Convinced alio from recent experience, that 
the king ought to poflefe the power of declar- 
ing ofieofive war, and of difpofing of all raili- 
taiy ccmmiiffions under him, be propofed, un- 
der the title of the hSi of Union and Safety, 
^eral alterations in the new form of govern-- 
ment. The three houfes of clergy, burghers, 
and pcafimts, acceded to this adt ; but, as the 
nobles perfifted uniformly in oppofing it, and 
jefiiied to regifter it as the fenfe of the ftates, 
the king ventured to arreft the principal per- 
fbns in oppofition ; and fummoning the ftates 
to his palace, he addreiTed the prder of nobles 
ia the following manner : 

^^ { have waited with every indulgence the 
I 3 ♦^ ifTuQ 
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" ifluc of your long deliberations, in the hope 
'* that patience and reflcdion would at length 
** overcome your oppofition. I find, however, 
** that this hope has proved fruitlefs ; knowing 
^ that the intcrefts of my fubje(fts wijl not 
" admit of any longer delay, and as the laws of 
'* the kingdom, and the refolutions of the diet 
" in 1786, ftate that every future ad:, tending 
*' to explain the conftitution (and fuch is the 
*^ Adl of Safety) (hould become a law by the 
*' plurality of the orders of the ftate, I con- 
** fider that your prefident. Count Loweur** 
^' haupt, is fully competent to iign the ad, ir^ 
** the name and on behalf of yOur order." 
Count Lowenhaupt immediately figned it 
Thefe flrong meafures were not cffc&^i 
without the connivance of the three other 
houfes; and the bulk of the people un» 
doubtedly fided with the kingi 

The king has alfo flill further extended his 
own prerogative, and diminifhed the influence 
of the nobles, by abolifhing the fenate, which, 
though deprived of its powers by the revolu- 
tion of 1772, was flill confidered as the prin- 
cipal fupport of the ariftocratical interejft, and . 
was the great channel of political and judicial 
difcuflion. Inflead of a body entirely confined 

to 
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*o Ac nobles, and conftituting the firft fu-* 
jntihe court of juftice, and whofe confent was 
:]neceflary in order to render valid all afts and 
Screes of the crown, the king has appointed a 
aicw council, divided into two departments : 

!• Called the court of revifion for judicial 
affiurs, or the fupreme court of judicature, 
without appeal, and confifting of fix nobles and 
'fix -commoners. 

2. For matters of inferior ceconomy, con- 
fifting of eight nobles and four commoners. 

But even by thefe increafed prerogatives, 
conferred on the crown by the Adt of Safety, 
the king is ftill far from being a defpot, be- 
cause he does not poflefs, what I cannot but 
confider as the two great features of defpotifm, 
the power of enadting laws, and of impofing 
taxes. Though he now enjoys the preroga- 
tive of declaring war and making peace, yet as 
he cannot fupport a war without the grant of 
fubfidies, and as he cannot lay on a fingle tax 
without the confent of the ftates, the declara- 
tion of war muft be confidered as a mere for- 
mality, and as ultimately depending on the ap- 
probation of the ftates. 

It is not my intention to enter into a con- 
troverfy, how far the powers pofTeflcd by the 

I 4 king 
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king of Sweden arc too great for the fovereign 
of a free people ; or whether the ftates have 
adked inconfiftently or unwifely in granting 
fuch an extent of prerogative : this much is 
certain, that the changes were efFeded by the 
confent of the majority of the ftates, and with 
the concurrence of the people at large ; and 
that the feme powers which acceded to the 
Adl of Safety may, on fome future occafion, 
limit the royal prerogative, if found to be too 
dangerous to the liberty of the fubjeft. The 
king has but a fmall ftanding army; the grcat- 
cft part of the troops confift of a national mi- 
litia, who, inftead of fupporting him in any ar- 
bitrary meafure, would be the firft to oppofe 
him. And as almoft the whole body of the 
nobility, whom he h?s difgufted and lowered, 
watch his conduft with a jealous eye, and arc 
ready to oppofe his meafures and moleft his 
government, whenever he fummons the ftates, 
the permanence of the king's authority ulti- 
mately depends on conciliating the three houfcs 
of the clergy, citizens, and peafants, and on 
the afFed:ions of his people. 

The diet, in which refides the fupremc le- 
giflative authority, is compofed of the king, 
whofe prerogatives have been already related j 

and 
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and the ilates^ which are convened at the fble 
Will of the crown^ and confift of the four 
houfeSf 

I. Of Nobles; 
IL Of the Clergy; 

III. Of Citizens; and, 

IV. Of Peafants. 



I- The firft Houfe is that of the Nobles. 

They are divided into counts, barons, and 
untitled nobility. A family once ennobled 
continues fo from generation to generation, as 
well in the direct line as in its various col* 
lateral branches * : all poflefs the fame ge- 
neral 

♦ The reader will excufe the length of the foHovwng 
quotation, as well in confideration of the juftnefs of the 
remarks, ,and its application to the fubje£t in die text, as 
becaufe it clearly and precifely afcertains the difference be* 
tween the Englifh and foreign nobility^ 

** England is the only country in Europe where the 
** diftindion, for inftance, of noble and not noble, is carried 
** no farther than the nature of the government requires it 
^ {hould ; becaufe there the nobility do not, as fuch, form 
** a diftinft clafe from the reft of the nation. As it is only 
^ the head of each noble family, vfho is there entitled to the 

^ honoi^ft 
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neral privileges ; which confift pjincipally in 
the. capacity of being fenators^ chamberlains, 
or of holding other civil employments about 
the king's perfon and court, and in an ex- • 
cmption from the poll-tax. The power of 

^ honours and privileges of the peerage, it is not the man 
^ who can count a long train of titled anceftors, but the 
** hereditary legiflator, who is himfelf noble. The younger 
« branches of thefe families, as they have no fliare in the 
« legiflature, are but little, if (by courtefy) at all diftinguifh- 
^ ed from dieir &lbw»fubje£b ; with whom diey and dieir 
^ defcendants affimilate, and are foon, if I may fo exprefs 
«* myfclf, melted down into the general mafs of the people. 
<* Hence thefe become a fort of link between, the nobility 
** and the commoners ; a link that, connefting their in- 
^ terefts, prevents all divifion between thefe two orders iik^ 
♦* their capacity of members of the fame fociety, and which 
** forms of that fociety a continued chain, no part of which 
** can be touched v/ithout affe<Sling, by an almofl: elecSlrical 
<* communication, all the reft. In other countries, where 
** thofc who have been once ennobled tranfmit the honours 
*' and privileges of nobility to all their poilerity alike, there 
♦< is no link to conned the nobles to the reft of the nation i 
*' on the contrary, a line is drawn between them to per- 
*' petuity ; a line which cuts, as it were, the chain of fo- 
** ciety in two, the fevered ends of which appear rather to 
«* repel than attract each other. There, confequently, that 
^ conjunftion of views and intercfts cannot take place in 
*' the nation at large, to which I have faid a free conftitu- 
," tion muft, in a great degree, owe its fafcty." Sheridan, 

creating 
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creating new nobility is vefted in the king; 

but the number is limited. In a diet held 

under Adolphus Frederic, it was ena<9:ed, that 

no additional ones ihould be appointed until 

the families of this order were reduced to 

12005 and at the revolution of 1772 his 

prcfent majefty obtained the right of adding 

1 50, The head of each noble family, in the 

direct line, is by birth a member of this houfe ; 

and reprefents, in his perfon, all the younger 

^t pf that line,' as well as the collateral 

branches. If he happens to be a fenator, he 

is incapacitated by his office from a place in 

the diet ; but enjoys the power of transferring 

his feat to another noble* The feat of a re- 

prefentative, who declines attending, is filled 

by the perfon who is next in fucceffion *• 

As there are about 1200 noble families, if 

♦ Formerly each head had the power of transferring his 
, (cat to any one noble ; but as this privilege gave rife to 
4 feandalous traffic of felling feats (fee Sheridan, p. 159), 
the houfe pafled 4 decree, prohibiting any reprefentativ« 
irom^pointtng a noble of another family to be his fubfti- 
tute, to the prejudice of his own family in all its collateral 
branches, any of whom might, in preference to an alien, 
cbiofi a right pf afliftin^ at a diet, if the chief declined at- 
tending. 

each 
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each head attended^ the members preient ira. 
the houfe would amount to that numbers 
but there being no neceflity for affifting aCz 
the diet^ the reprefentatives vaiy. In the late 
reign, when their votes were of greater con^ 
iequence than they are under the preient form, 
of government, they ufually amounted to 50^ 
or 600 i and on a remarkable occaiion, when 
Adolphus Frederic intimated a defign of ab- 
dicating the throne, above 1000 took their 
feats. In the late diet of 1778, 700 made their 
appearance *. 

The nobles ufed to decide by a nujority 5 
but in the diet of 1774* the king introduced a 
new mode of voting into the houfe of nobles, 
which promifed to give great influence to the 
crown ', but which has not anfwered that ex- 
pedtation. He divided the houfe into three 

* The governors of the provinces, and the colonels of 
each regiment, attend the fittings of the diet, in order to 
deliver in their reports ; but they have no vote, excepting 
when they take their feats ; as is ufually the cafe, as repre- 
fentatives in their own right, or by the transfer of the heads 
of noble families. Thefe circumllances have induced fome 
audiors erroneoufly to afTert that the governors and colonels 
^re, from their offices, entitled to feats and votes in the houfe 
pf nobles, 

clafTes: 
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clafles: i. Counts and Barons, called Herre 
Claffen. 

' 2. The 300 oldeft families, neither Counts 
nor Barons/ and the fbns of thofe who ha\re 
tiic title of Excellency, called Eiddare^ ot 
luiights. 

3. The remainder of the nobility, called 
Sweme Claffen. 

Each of thefe claffes votes feparately ; and 
the queftion is determined by the majority of 
the claffes. 



II. The fecond Houfe is that of the Clergy *. 

The reprefentatives of this ordei: confift of 
the fourteen bifhops, and a certain number 

of 

♦ The Lutheran is the eftablifhed religion of Sweden. 
The members are bifliops, domprojls or deans, pro/Is or 
acchdeacons, paftors or redors, and cmminijlers or per- 
petual curates. There are fourteen dio(;efe$; the arch- 
bilhopric of Up(ala, and the biflioprics of Lindkoeping, 
Skara, Straengnoes, Wcefteras, Wexio, Abo, Lund, Borgo, 
Gotheborg, Calmar, Carlftadt, Hermo£md, and Wifby or 
Gothland. The revenues of Upfala and Wcefteras amount 
to about ^. 1000 per annum ; and thofe of the loweft bi- 
Ihoprics to £. 300. The bifliops are bound to refidence, 
excepting at the meeting of the diet. The chapters of 

Uplala, 
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of eccldiaf^ics chofen in the following man^ 
ner : The king's writ being iffued to tbo 
chapter or ecclefiaftical court of each diocefe> 
the latter difpatches a circular letter to the 
archdeacon of a diftrid: having the right. of 
eleftion ; and he communicates the fummons 
to the clergymen of bis feveral pari£hes^ Every 
pcrfon poffeffing a benifice, and every upper 
and under mafter of the royal fchools, is an 
cledtor, and may be a candidate to reprefcnt 
that diftridt*. The eledlors meet at fome 
place, towards the center of the archdeaconry ; 
and the perfon who has the greateft number 
of votes is choferi reprefentative. The bi- 

Upfala, Lund, and Abo, which are univerfities, are com* 
pofed oT the biihops, deans, who are always primarii pro* 
f ejfores oi^\w\mx.yy and the other profefTors of divinity; in 
thofe diocefes in which there are gymnafia^ they confift of 
the bifhop, dean, and the leHores gymnafii^ or profefTors. In 
the dipcefe of Wifby or Gothland, the chapter is formed 
by the bifliop and the neighbouring reftors. — There are 
al(b three fuperintendents, who rank as bifhops, but do 
not (it in the houfe : the firft chaplain to the king ; the 
reftor of St. Nicholas at Stockholm \ and the firft chaplain 
of the oavy. 

* The comminijiersy or perpetual curates, have alio a 
right to chufe one reprefentative from the comminifters of 
each diocefe : but as they are bound to pay the reprefentative^ 
they feldom make ufe of their privilege, 

fhops 
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ihops arc obliged to defray their own ex- 

pences at the fittings of the diet, though they 

uAially receive, in the larger diocefes, i^s. 

per day; and in the finaller lo^. : but the 

others muft be paid by their conftituents about 

5 s. or 6 J. per day. The number of the re-- 

prefentatives is uncertain, becaufe each arch- 

^feaconry has the privilege of fending one mem^ 

"Cr, or of joining with another in the choice 

oF one : they have been ieldom lefe than 50, 

^^4i have never exceeded 80. 



ill. The third Houfe is that of the Citizens^ 

"^ Sweden contains 104 towns, which enjoy 

^i^e privilege of fending members to the diet. 

^very citizen of thefe towns engaged in trade 

^^d commerce, being a freeman, and paying 

^^xcs to the town, is at the age of 21 an 

^ledtor * ; and every citizen, even the loweft 

L menial 



• The right of voting depends, in difFercnt places, o« 
different qualifications. In fome places it is derived from 
a certain afTciCnent upon capitals employed in trade ; in 
others from a tax upon land without the boundaries o( 
the town, &Q. In all cafes, perfons who in this manner 

contribute 
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menial tradefman, who has been a freeman 
during feven years^ or an alderman during 
three^ and who has attained the age of 24, 
is qualified to be a reprefentative. Summons 
Srora the crown being ifTued by the governors 
of the provinces, the latter tranfmit them to the 
mayor and aldermen of each town having ^e 
right of appointing members. The mayor-* 
affembles the eleftors in the town-hall, andK 
their choice is determined by the majority r 
none but freemen are permitted to be preien^. 
Each reprefentative receives from his con- 
Jftituentsa finall contribution; which, in the 
larger towns, amounts to about 15^,; and in 
the fmaller to ^s. 4.S. or 2s. 6d. per day, 
during their attendance at the diet. The 
number of members, who reprefented this 
order, was never precifely the fame. Each 
ftaple town has indeed the right of fending ' 
two ; fbme of the largeft, fuch as Gotheboigi 

contribute largely to the public impofis, enjoy an additional 
number of voices proportionate to the multiples which they 
pay: fuppofmg, for inftance, an annual rate of 2s. 64. 
qualifies for a vote, any perfon paying 5 j. has two ; lOi. 
four votes ; and fo on. In Gotheborg there are about lOOO 
dehors, and fome rich merchants pcilefs feveral hundred 
votes. 

Nordkioping, 
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^Ordkioping, Gefflc, and a few others, three ; 

^'^d Stockholm always deputed ten * : but 

^ftietimes one or two imall towns joined to 

^^^d only one deputy; and at other times 

^ch appointed its own members. The ufual 

^Vimber feldom fell (hort of i oo, and never 

^iccceded 200. 



IV. The fourth Houfe is that of the Pea- 
sants; whofe reprefentatives are chofen by, 
and frbm, the following order of fubjeds. 

The definition of a pealant is a farmer 
employed in agriculture, poiTefling land of a 
certain tenure, who has never followed any 
trade, or enjoyed any civil office. This de- 
fcription includes only thofe whole anceftors 
were alfo farmers ; and does not entitle either 
nobles, citizens, or even country gentlemen, 
though they may purchafe the peafant's eftate, 
either to vote, or tp be returned a member. 
The land qualifying the farmer, who is a 

♦ Of this number four are eleSed from the mayor and 
aldennen, two from the wholefale merchants, two from retail 
trader^ and two from perfons engaged ij9 handicraft trades. 

Vol. IV. K peafant. 
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peafant, to be an elector, muft be cither cmwn 
land, or his own property. The moft valu- 
able of thefe eftates may be worth jC-6oo> 
^d the pooreft about £. 30* If the land is 
poflefled by two or more peafants, the vote 
is fplit among the feveral proprietors, each- 
enjoying that ihare of the vote which is pro-i^ 
portionate to his (hare of the hrm * ; but 
eacli of them is qualified to be a reprefentative. 
The peafants who thus enjoy the privilege 
of nomifiating deputies," or of being elected , 
themfclves, may be divided into three ch&s: 
I. Peafants whofe farms confift of crown 
lands, which they enjoy for life upon pay- 
ment of an annual quit-rent ; and from which 
they cannot be removed but for being for- 
mally proved guilty of having negletfled their 
culture. Upon the death of the proprietory 
the leafe is almoft always granted to the 
cldeft fon. 2- and 3. Peafants who have 
bought, at fix years' purchafe, either from the 
crown, or the nobility, the perpetuity of their 
farms on the payment of a quit-rent. The 

* Thus a peafant having -/^d of an eftate qualifying for 
a vote, has x'l^ of a vote : and thefe fractions are all added 
together, which frequently makes an eledion for a membec 
of the diet a very complicated bufmefs. 

8 mode 
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mode of election is as follows: The writ be- 
ing iflued to the governor of the province, he 
lends it to the county judges, each of whom 
fiimmons the peafants within his jurifdiAion 
to meet in the court of juftice, and in his 
preience, on the day appointed for the eleftion- 
The members are chofen by the majority of 
voices. The confHtuents join in contribut- 
ing the fum of three, four, or five (hillings 
per day towards defraying the expences of 
their deputy at the diet. The eledtors who 
ufually aflemble in each diftri<3: are feldom 
lefs than 30, or more than 100. The num- 
ber of reprefentatives in the houfe of peafants 
is extremely uncertain, as two diftridls occa- 
fionally unite in fending only one deputy, 
and at other times eledl two; but, upon an 
average^ they ufually amount to about 100. 

It is a very remarkable circumftance, that, 
in a conftitution fo free as that of Sweden, in 
which even the peafants, as land-holders, -are 
returned members to the diet, the countr)' 
gentlemen, be 'their landed property ever fo 
large, are not reprefented in the ftates of the 
kingdom*; have neither any vot;: in the 

choice 

• The reafon of the country gentlemen being excluded 
from all flwre in the legiflation, was, that the form of 

K 2 govcr|^&;ic 
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choke of reprefenutiives, Dor can be rcprcfen-* 
tatives themfelves : a ftrangc inconfiftency, 
that thofc perfons, who are juftly efleemed 
the moft refpedable and incorrupt part of 
the body poUtic, fliould not enjoy the leaft 
fhare in the kgiflature; while many mecha- 
nics and farmers, who are both as unqualified 
to canvas intricate political queflions, as ihej, 
arc incapable of refilling the influence of bri- 
bery, poflefs that important privilege. Soon 
after the eftabliflunent of the limited mo- 
narchy in 1720 by the ariflocratical par^ 
which railed Ulrica Eleonora to the thronet 
many country gentlemen ligned an addrefs to 
the diet, reprefenting the impropriety of ex- 
cluding fo important an order of men from 
the flates of the realm. But as the articles 
of government were finally fettled, their ap-? 
plication was not complied with : fb well 
founded and juft, however, were the princi- 
ples of their remonftrance; that the 'king, at 
the recommendation of the diet, advanced fe- 
veral of the petitioners into the order of no- 
bles. 

government eftabliflied in 1720, was founded on the an- 
cient conftitution of Sweden ; by which the inhabitants 
were, as in moft other countries of Europe, divided into 
noblef, clergy, citizens, and peafants. 

The 



C. 4* COrERNMKNT. 1^3 

The ftates of the kingdom, thus compofed 
of die reprefcntatives chofcn in the manner 
Juft deicribed^ afiemble at Stockholm in fe- 
vend places- The nobles in the houfe of 
nobles ; the clergy in the cathedral ; the citi- 
zens in the town-hall ; and the peasants in 
another apartment of the fame building. 

Having taken their feats, and chofen their 
relpeftive fpeakers, the four houfes repair in 
due form to a hall of the palace ; where the 
king, clad jn his royal robes and feated upon 
Ae throne, informs them^ in a ihort ipeech, 
of the reafons for which they are convened ; 
defiring them to affiil: him with their advice 
in the prefent jun<3:are of afiairs, and delibe-^^ 
rate for the good of the kingdom. In anfwer 
to diis harangue, the four ipeakers compU^ 
ment his majefty in the nanjie of their refpec- 
' tive houfes ; after which ceremony the repre« 
fcntatives imniediately ret^. 

Laws are enabled in tlie following- manner: 
During the fittings of the diet, every member 
of the four houfes has the privilege of propof- 
ing a queilion to the confideration of the of- 
iembly to which he belongs. A debate takes 
place upon the motion^ which is carried or 
rc|e<3:ed by a majority* If it paiTes in one 

K 3 toufcs 



IS 

his \ 



134 TRAVELS INTO SWEDEN. B. 7^ 

houfc, it is fcnt by a deputation to each of 
the others ; and, if aflented to by three, is 
prefentcd by the four fpeakers to the king: 
his majefty afterwards fummons the ftates p 
the palace, and communicates to them his 
aflent or diflent in form. The latter nega- 
tives the bill, and the former gives to it the= 
fandtion of a law. If the bill originates from 
the king, it is thus brought in ; his majefty^ 
lays ii beibre the fenarors, olvA having obtained^-^ 
their opinions in writing, refers it to the^^ 
difcuflion of the ftates; if they approve it, thc^tf^ 
four houfes repair to the palace, and com- -— 
municate their aflent to his majefty ; if it is --^ 
reie<fted, they tranfmit their determination in -^ 
writing by their fpeakers, and accompany it - 
with the reafons which had induced them to 
dili'cnt. When the king chules to put an end 
to the diet ; he fummons the ftates to the 
palace, and diflblves them by a fpeech. 



CHAR 
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C H A P- V. 

General Remarks on the I. Population ^ — 
II. Commerce ^ — ///. Revenues and Expendi-- 
ture-, — IF.Bankof^toc^olccii — V. Military 
ejlablijhment 'y — Andy VL Penal Laws^ of 
Sweden. 

THE population is perhaps more ac- 
curately afcertained in Sweden than in 
any other part of Europe ; which is owing 
to the peculiar care and attention paid by 
government to obtain a correct regifter of the 
marriages, births, and deaths. For this pur- 
pofe a Tabell Commijiony or a board for m-- 
ipedting and regiftering the bills of mortality, 
Tcfidejit at Stockholm, was inftituted in 1749 j 
which maintains a correipondence with all 
the parifbes and towns in the kingdom. Ta- 
bles are diftributed to the clergymen and ma- 
giftrates for the purpofe of enrolling the mar- 
riages, births, and deaths in their refpedtive 
diftrid:s, and fpecifying the number of inha- 
bitants at that time fuhfifting 5 and exti^ordi- 
nary care is taken to prevent miftakes. 

K4 The 
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The firft table is for a general lift of the 
births, deaths, and marriages; the fecond for 
the bills of mortality ; the third for the num- 
ber of inhabitants. . The two former are kept 
by the parifli-priefts, and annually delivered 1 
the latter by the parifh-prieft in the country, 
and by the magiftrates in the towns, and are 
fent to the board at the end of every third 
year *, A copy of the two former tables is 
here fubjoinfed, as their ufeful tendency is evi- 
dent ; and as an inftitu ion of a fimilar nature 
could not fail of being highly advantageous to 
every country. 

♦ The afcertaining of the number of inhabitants is 
greatly facilitated by the poll-tax, and by the care taken by 
the clergy to keep exaft regifters. About thirty years 
ago the diet paffed a law, that every perfon in Sweden, both 
male and female, fliould learn to read. This regulation is 
confidered as part of the ecclefiaftical difcipline ; and is 
particularly attended to by the clergy, who examine th^ 
children in their refpedlivc parifhes. 



TABLE 
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The celebrated aftronomer, Mr. Wargentin, 
a member of this ufeful fociety, has publifhed, 
in the Tranfaftions of the Royal Swedifh Aca- 
demy of Sciences, a very clear and accurate 
account of the manner in which the board 
c^arries on its correfpondence, and collefts the 
neceflary information ; and has drawn from the 
ieveral regifters an average computation of the 
annual deaths. 

From fevcral judicious calculations, formed from the 
-xegifters of nine fucceffive years, he computes, that, in the 
country, the annu?.l proportion of deaths to births is as i 
to 35, or, if the year is remarkably healthy, to 36 or even 
37 i and at Stockholm as 1 to 20. He adds, that during 
th? feme period, there were 2036 men and 3540 women 
above the age of 90 > of whom 212 men and 328 women 
were between 100 and 105 j 31 men and 76 women be- 
tween 106 and no ; 22 men and 19 women between 11 1 
and 120; one man was 122 > and one woman 127. At 
die end is a table of the marriages, deaths, and births, 
from 1755 to 1763. We find, in Cantzler'^ * State of 
Sweden, that, in 1760, the population amounted to 
^383,113 fouls J that of thefe were 162,888 inhabitants of 
towns, exclufive of the nobility and clergy ; and 2,220,225 
perfons living in the country, including the nobility and 
clergy -, and that, according to a fair calculation, the whole 
number might be claffed in the following proportion; 
10,645 nobles, comprizing 3597 under 15 years; 18,197 
ecdefiaftics and their families, and ftudents, including 7673 
under 15; 16^9888 inhabitants of towns and their families 

*♦ P. 186. Memoires pour fervir a la .connoIlTance du Royauine de 
Swede ; an excellent work, which| for accuracy and iiiformatioii^ cannot 
Ik coo highly recommended. 

engaged 
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engaged in arts> manizfa£hires, and trades ; 2,19^1,383 in- 
iiabitams of ^ country em[doyed in agriculture^ tbe mines, 
&c. 

I (ball clofe this account widx a lift of tbe birAs zai 
deaths in Sweden, and the number of inhabitants. The 
reader will not tloubt its accuracy, when be is informed 
that I recch'ed It from Mr. Wargentin. 

The lid: is claifed according to the three great divifions- 
of the kingdom. 

In the Hrft divifion, called Sweden Proper^ compre- 
hending the metrojiolis> Upland, Sodermanland> Nerike, 
Wcftinanlaad, Dalecarlia, and all the provinces to the 
North. 





BIRTHS. 




DEATHS. 


Tears. 


Males. 


Femate«. 


Total. 


MaTes. 


Femalec "'■rat 


1749 


12774 


12605 


^5379 


10857 


1 1622. 22479 


1750 


I370« 


13253 


26901 


IOC 35 


loiio 20145 


1751 


15247 


14518 


29765 


9916 


J 0236 20152 


1752 


14347 


13703 


28050 


1 1875 


11948 2382 J 


1774 


15364 


1497 1 


33335 


10029 


10617 20646 


1775 


16180 


15697 


31877 


10882 


10920 21802 


1776 


15220 


14537 


29757 


10622 


I062I 21243 


»777 


15047 


I4541 


29588 


I2I20 


I2118 24238; 






M lies. 


Fc 


Ti.ales. 


Total. 


In 


1752 


36354 


I 41 


9326 


782867 . 




1775 


433494 4« 


0154 


913648 



In the kingdom of Gothland, comprehending Warme- 
land, Woeftcrgothland, Oftergothland, and all the provinces 
ibuth of them, with the iflands of Oeland and Gothland. 

DEATHS. 

Total. Males. Females. Total. 

16777 34104 I3185 13852 

18439 37550 I34C6 1407 1 

I951O 39526 I3166 13584 

18092 36923 12698 12946 

18678 38185 11506 I23II 

194^5 397^^ ^3^91 U45^ 

1S166 37182 1 1999 12454 

1777 10400 18570 3.S036 [ 13227 13797 



Years. 

1749 
1750 

1751 

1752 
1774 

'775 
1776 



B I R r H s. 
Males. Frma'.c-;. 

^7327 
19111 
20016 
I883I 
19507 
20301 
I9OI6 
19466 



27037 
27477 
26750 
25644 
23817 
28147 

2445: 
2702 

Num' 
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. Number of Inhabitants. 



In 1752 

1776 



Males. 

477079 
553171 



Females. 
525781 
594985 



Tot.il. 
1,002860 
1,148156 



In Finland, 





BIRTHS. 


Tears. 


Males. 


Females. 


1749 


8546 


8257 


1750 


8870 
9508 


8550 


1751 


9342 


1752 


9737 


9658 


»774 


12211 


"731 


»775 


12296 


12167 


1776 


12044 


11880 


1777 
1778 


12609 


12223 


13614 


13202 


1779 


14180 


13579 



Total. 
16803 
17429 
18850 

19395 
23942 

24463 
23924 
24832 
26816 

27759 



Males. 

5827 
5446 

5149 
5698 

6431 
7681 

9361 
9880 
8010 
7223 



EAT 
Females. 

5828 

5777 
5326 

5702 
6321 
7782 
9362 

9915 
7688 
6872 



H S. 
Total. 
1 1655 
1I223 

IP475 
1 1400 
12752 

15463 
18723 

19795 
15698 

14095 



Number of Souls in. Finland. 

Males. Females. Total. 

In 1752 205002 224910 429912 
1776 298322 311823 610145 



Lift of Births and Deaths in 

B I n T H s. 

Years. Males. Females. Total. 

1749 38647 37639 76286 

J750 41^98 40242 81940 

?75i 44771 43370 881J.1 

1752 42915 41453 84368 

3[774 47082 45380 92462 

177s 47492 46030 93522 

1776 46280 44583 90863 

J777 47122 45334 92456 



the whole Kingdom. 
D 

Males. 

29869 31302 

288S7 29958 

28231 29146 

30592 30275 

27966 29249 

32254 33158 

31982 32437 

35227 35830 



E A T H S. 

Females. Total. 
61171 
5884s 

57377 
60867 

57215 
65412 
64419 

71957 



Number of Souls in Sweden. 



Jn J 752 

1776 



Males. 
1,045622 
1,284987 
About 



Females* 
1,170017 
1,386962 



Total. 
2,215639 
2,671949 
2,767000 



By 
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By comparing the population of thefe three 
ffifFerent epochs, the reacicr will perceive that 
the coontry has been gradually recovering^ 
from thafexhaufted ftate to which it had been 
reduced by the wars of Charles XII. ; and 
that, within the fpace of thirty years^ the 
number of inhabitants have increafed 55 i»3^i> 
cr a fifth part of its prefent populatioa. 

IT* The Commerce. A general idea of the 
commerce of Sweden will be beft found by the 
following tables. 



ESTIMATE 



Bills of Mortality for the year 17- 



~~^l Age <£ the Dcceafed. 
> 




Sexes* 



EfffypclaSj Gangrene^ &Ct 
Swocation^ Apoplexy 
littiiig Fevers 
d Fever 
id Fever 
orrhflge 
jumption 
lie, 3rc. 



tons 





ABovc a 
ycciT olii* 



From 1—- jlf lom 3^5 



M. 



M. 



Jltib^ Ulcers 

er 

ofy. Itch 
tnereal Complaints 
lbdne& 
Oh Age 

hix, or Lofs of BIooJ 

wping Cough, Ailhma 
Pan Pox 

\% fcwlet Fever 

Wocms 

^own or concealed Diforders 
ualties^&c. 



^^l^^^l ^f PeitKi, fpetifyiDg Age and 
•■ 



F. M. IF. 



FroiT 



M. 



\ 
t 



Tou\'Sis;a3i£^^ 



* 5 

0. 



i^t 



aad lb on 
vt4r5 rp ICC 



M. F 



Total of 
Dtfithi ail J 
tticir Difor- 



Ad/i& Scares 



Pfora«ij for this FurpAtf 



lmiH|Ci« 



sd . 


Sum 
TfltaU 


Lum. 


M. 


|F, 











MarriagiIi 






DjvQr 

CCS. 


H 

ContraOii- 


CaupU 


Couyim^ _ 








.^1 



ge Df all womca who have 


Nud 


im 


u|lit to- bed. 




1 


13 -" zo yeari 




» t j 


jq -^ 25 


: 


^^v 


45 ^33 


i 


^^t 


3° — 35 


J 


^^p 


35 — 40 


^ 


IHu 


40 ^ 45 




4E^ 


45 ^ 50 




^St. 


Total 


T' 






.."i 



•ders were mofl prevalent, and atl 
feafon of the year. 

^iforders moH: prevalent at ., 





Males. 


FenM|% 






\ • 


>ke 






»g 
trees, &:c. 















three kingdoms of nature— 



meiits. 



VA* 



Tl.-. 
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NAVIGATION to and from SWEDEN 
in the Year 1781. 















Ships 


loaded. 


Entered in 
Ballaft. 


Ships gone out 




Swediih. 


Foreign 


Swediih. 


Foreign. 


Swediih. 


Foreign^* 

•4 


Denmark - - 


357 


18 


— 


I 


368 


II 


Dantzic - - 


141 




— 


— 


97 


I 


England - - 


88 


87 


8 


8 


235 


77 


France - - 


50 




— 


I 


155 


4 


Holland . - 


37 




^ 


— 


53 


I 


Konigfbcrg - 


222 




2 


— 


151 


H 


Mediterranean 


S3 


- 


— 


— 


43 




Pomcrania 


256 


3 


— 


— 


185 


7 , . 


Portugal - - 


142 


— 


— 


— 


6S 


H 


Ruflia - 


509 


10 


— 


— 


524 


19 


Spain 


10 


— 


~ 


— 


13 




Germany - - 


274 


18 


— 


— 


418 


25 


Weft Indies . 


2 


— 


— 


— 


I 




Eaft Indies .- 


— 


— ■ 


— 


— 


— 


,v 
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In comparing the exports * 

and imports for 178 1, a 

balance in favour of the 

former is found, amount- 
ing to - ^ - 360,437 19 61 
To which is to be added 

the national gain by the 

Eaft India commerce - 61,111 18 loi 
Freights gained in the Me- ^ 

diterranean by Swedifti 

(hips, according to the 

beft and moft authentic 

accounts, to - - - 50,000 o o 



^.471,549 18 4i 



Silver, gold, and divers fo- 
reign coin imported this 
year -.---- 111,844 5 i^* 

Intereft, provifion, and bro- 
kerage for loans made 
or renewed abroad, as 

, well as intereft for the 

♦ See Appendix* 

divers 



144 TRAVELS INTO SWEDEN. B. ^ 

divers fums which Swe- 

diih merchants owe, and 

credit given them by fo- 
reigners on part of the 

imports of this year, 

amount, according to the 

moft probable accounts, 

to - - - 50,000 o o 

Annual prefents to the 

powers on the coaft of 

Barbary, and other ex- 

pences relating thereto, 

as well as appointments 

and falaries of confuls in 

thofe places, and of the 

Swedifti minifter at Con- 

ftantinople - - 13,189 18 if 

Smuggling, and frauds in ■ 

declaring the amount of 

the merchandizes at the 

cullom-houfe - - 125,000 o o 
Balance in favour of Swe- ^ 

den - * - 171,515 14 4 



X-47^>549 18 4i 
The 



C. 5- SWEDISH REVENUES. I45 

III. The revenues of Sweden are chiefly 
drawn from the rentp of the royal de- 
mefnes ; part of the great tythes ; a poll-tax * ; 
duties upon exports and imports ; upon mines 
and forges ; upon diftilled fpirits ; dedu(ftions 
jfrom falaries, penfions, and places ; tax upon 
chimnics; and the monopoly of fiilt-petre. 

Thefe revenues amount to Ibmething more 
than j^. 1,000,000 fterling, but may, on an 
average, be taken at jC*^>o5o>ooo a year: 
they have been much augmented fince the 
revolution in 1772, as they did not then 
amount to more than jC*7So>ooo> ^^ ^^ ^^^^ 
j(^. 837,500. In this j^. 1,000,000 hoyvever 
are not included the rents of land immediately 
afligned for the militia eftablifhment and 
failors, and for the pay or falary of the go- 
vernors of provinces, and their officers ; thele 
rents, levied diredly by thofe to. whom they 
are affigned, amount at leaft to ;^. 300,000 or 
^^.350,000. 

♦ About IS. 3^/. each perfon. The poll-tax is paid by 
every perfon, male and female, between the ages of 15 
and 63 ; excepting the. nobles and their domeftics j foldiers 
and government iailors ; and every married couple among 
riie lower clafs of farmers of a certain defcription, having 
four children, of which the youngeft is under eight years 
^3ge. 

Vol. IV. L The 
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The chief articles of Swedifh revenue arc as 
follow : 

£• s. d. 

koyal demefhes - - 146,250 o o 
Poll-tax - - .- 56,250 o o 

Duties on export and im* 

port - - - 154,166 10 o 

Extraordinary taxes granted 

by the ftates - - - 30,416 to o 
The brandy, being a re- 
gale - - • ^i>54i 10 o 
The poll office - - - 19,000 o o 
Stamped paper - - - 12,250 o o 
Tythes on corn - - 19,500 o o 
Ditto on iron, copper, 

lilver, alluni, brimftone, 

vitriol, mines, and lime 

furnaces - - - 16,812100 
The royal lottery - - '^7^7$^ ^ ^ 

And above twenty or thirty other finallcr 
articles, which amount however to about 
jT. 500,000. 

The expences were regulated in 1773 to 

anfwer exactly the revenues; but they have 

4 ever 
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ever exceedfcd them, and there is a confidcr- 
«ble annual- deficiency, which has not hitherto 
been made up otherwife than by l6ani or an- 
ticipations, and muft oblige the king to call 
the ftates, in order to find means to extift- 
guifh that increafing debt, by any new re- 
fources which may make the revenues mt)re 
adequate to the expences *. 

The average expences amount to 4,7535126 
rix-dollars, or £. 1,188,281. loj. " 



The chief articles of expenditure in the yea# 
1784, were, 

1. The king's court, includ- 
ing that of the queen - 78,756 lO o 

2. The military, viz, the 
garrifon regiments, the 

militia riot included - - 70,336 5 o 

* The diet of 1788 granted a loan towards liquidating 
the debt occafioned by the annual deficiency, gave fupplies 
for carrying on the war, and laid on additional taxes; 
namely, fix per cent, on houfe rents ; eight per cent on all 
places from ten rix-dpUars, or ^.2. ioj. to ibo rix-dol- 
lars, or {^. 15 per ann. ; on titles j and three copper dollars, 
or 10 1 i. on each window-light. 

L 2 3. Ammu- 
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£. s. d. 

3. Ammunition for ditto - 26,791 15 o 

4. Clothing ditto - * 24,500 o 
5; The artillery - - - 16,548 lo 

6. The navy, the new 

buildings included - -118,138 10 C 

7. The fortreffcs and en- 
gineers - - - 1 9^70 1 o o 

8. The gallies, &c. being 

feparate from the navy - 25,699 10 

9. Towards the expences of 

the king's travels - - 50,000 o o 
io« Ships new building, ex* 

tra . - - ^ 35^316 10 o 
1 1 . Annual fum of extraor- 

dinaries left to the king's 

own difpolition, according ^ 

to the form of government 25,000 o 



Amongft 



£• 


s. 


d. 


5»i29 


10 





2,700 








4»755 
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Amongft numerous fmaller articles > that make 
up the reft of jC*i>i88,28i. ioj-. the 
whole of the expences, I note the fol- 
lowing : 

1. Drotningholm - 

2. The prince royal 

3. The king's ftables 

4. The prince royal's fta- 

bles - - -- 61 250 

5. Income of prince 

Charles - - - 12,034 o o 

6. Income of prince Fre- 
deric Adolphus - - 4>375 o o 

•7. The princefs - - - 6,647 ^ ^ 

8. The - • - 4,927 o o 

9. The guards - - 11,93115 o 
10. The life dragoons - - 6,143 5 o 
jj. The fenate ^ • - 14*583 5 ^ 

12. The parliament of 

Stockholm - - 5,080 5 o 

13. Penfions and gratifica- 
tions . ^ - 7,937 15 o 



L3 AJl 
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All fhat has been faid hitherto about the 
finances relates only to Sweden, Finland and 
Pomerania not included: Pomcrania is en- 
tirely fepaisated in the accounts and eftiniates, 
as its expences are to be defrayed from its own 
revenues; but Finland, though fcparated ftom 
Sweden in the yearly eftinaates, is, however, 
fupported by the Swedi/h revenues, ^ntt of 
which about jT. 1 2,500 annually make up the 
deficiency in the Finland revenues : this defi- 
ciency arifes chiefly from the great expences 
occafioned by the fortrefs of Sveaborg, the 
military, and the gallies. The revenues ef 
Finland amount to ^.100,000 per annmoj and 
its expences to ^. 1 1^,500 ; to >yhich nauft be 
added the rents of land configned to pay the 
militia, governors, &c. which may anioqnt 
to between j^. 25,000 and >C*3^>^c>o fkrling. 



RECAPI- 



C. $. BANK OF STOCKHOLM. 151 

RECAPITULATION. 



The revenues of Sweden 


£. 1,050,000 


of Finland 


100,000 


of Pomerania 


50,000 


The rents of lands in Sweden 


300,000 


in Finland 


25,000 



The total income of the 

Swedifh revenues amount to £. i ,525,000^ 

This fum, in cafe of neccflity, might be 
confidcrably augmented, partly by new taxes 
granted by the ftates, thofe now paid being 
very moderate ; partly by fr^e gifts from 
the bank of Sweden, out of its annual profits, 
which are confiderable, but cannot be diipofed 
of without the confent of the ftates, 

IV. The bank of Stockholm owes its origin 
to Mr. Palmfliut, a merchant, who carried 
on a very extenfive trade, and pofleiSed great 
prc^rty in iron mines. He eftabliflied at 
Stockholm a bank for the purpofe of exchang-- 
ing and lending money, divided into two 
departments for thofe different purpofes. As^ 
he was the only banlLer at Aat time in the 

L 4 kingdom. 
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kingdom, his correfpondence was very cxten- ' 
five; and his credit 'was fo well fupported 
by his private fund, and the profit of his iron 
works, that the notes which he iflued at the 
intereft of eight per cent, for a term of ten 
years and upwards, were circulated through 
the kingdom, and received as ready cafh by 
the trading part of the nation. 

But in procefs of time, feveral counter- 
feit notes being iflued, many of his debtors 
refufing either to reimburfe the capital or to 
difcharge the intereft, the goods and pawns 
upon which the money was lent being too 
numerous to be difpofed of to advantage, and 
the proceedings of the courts of law too dila- 
tory, the bank was drained of cafli, and its 
credit in danger of finking into difrepute. 

In this dilemma Mr. Palmftiut applied 
to Charles XI. explained the general ftate 
of his bank, proved that the fund was by 
no .means deficient, but that unlefs he could 
recover what was due he fhould be in dan- 
ger of becoming bankrupt. He intreated, 
thereforcjj the king to take the bank under 
his royal diredlion; and demonftrated, that 
by certain regulations the money could be 
recovered, the accounts fettled, and the \oSt^ 
entirely repaired. 

The 
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The king approved the propofal, took 
the bank under his own protection, and ap- 
pointed Palmfhut director. 

His majefly having eftabliflied the credit 
and fecurity of the bank, transferred the di- 
reftion to the ftates of the kingdom aC- 
{embled in 1688, declared himfeif and his 
fucceflbrs protecftors of the bank, but re- 
nounced all interference or influence in dif- 
ppfing of the money, under any pretext. 
The ftates being thus declared guarantees, 
proprietors, and dired:ors of the bank, fe- 
veral regulations were made, of which the 
following were the principal : 

That the bank fbould lend money upon 
good fecurity, at, the intereft of eight per 
cent, and fhould pay for all money borrowed 
only fix per cent. ; that the debtors fhould 
4ifcharge intereft upon intereft, but that 
the bank ftiould not pay intereft upon in- 
tereft; that all the king's revenues fliould 
be depofited in the bank, but without re- 
ceiving any intereft. The bank was em- 
powered to iflfue notes not exceeding the 
value of thirty-fix dollars copper mint, or 
iQs.i and it was finally refolved, that the 
ftates, or thofe whom they fliould depute, 
ihould have the power of infpedting the ac- 
counts, 
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counts, and of inquiring into the nature of 
its conftitution. By thefc regulations the 
credit and riches of the bank increafed to 
that degree, that towards the clofe of the 
laft century it became the univerfal de- 
pofitory of the whole kidgdom, both as to 
public and private circulation, and lowered 
the intereft from eight to feven per cent, 
and afterwards to fix, four, and three per 
cent. In return, the intereft for all money 
borrowed, or depofited in the bank by way 
of loan, was likewife leffened from fix to 
four and an halii three, and two per cent. 

The large quantity of copper money then 
current in the country being by reafon of its 
bulk and weight extremely inconvenient, ren- 
dered the circulation of bank notes advantage- 
ous to trade and commerce. 

The bank fupplied Charles the Twelfth 
with fuch confiderable fums from 1714 to 
17 1 7 that the revenues arifing from the tolls 
and cuftoms were infufficient to pay the inte- 
reft, and there was a confiderable deficiency, 

Thefe fupplies greatly diminiftied the pub- 
lic opinion in favour of the bank, and would 
have undermined its credit, if the king, upon 
the rempnftrance of the ftates, had not mort- 
gaged 
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gaged certain revenues of the crown, for the 
purpoie of difcharging . the intereft. His 
majeffy at the fame time declared, that all 
the revenues then mortgaged fhould remain in 
the hands of the bank, until the debt fhoBld be 
fiilly difcharged ; and promifed, that he would 
not, on any pretext or emergency, have again 
lecourie to the bank for money, except for 
fiich as belonged to the crown. By this ftep 
the credit of the bank was in fome meafure 
retrieved; but its ftock was too far drained 
to repair entirely its former credit, until Baron 
Goertz undefignedly contributed to it by a 
icheme in every other refpedt detriniental to 
the nation. In ordfer to fupply Charles with 
money for his conftant wars, Goertz hit upon 
the following defpotic expedient : He compel-^ 
led perfons firft, by means of fines and penaU 
ties, and afterwards by a fpecies of torture, to 
deliver up their plate, jewels, and coin. In, 
return for thefe efFefts they received copper 
currency, called myntellen^ or figns of coins, 
each weighing only one-third of a flyver, 
but pafling for a filver dollar, or ten-pence, 
of which it was only a 96 th part. 

The public finding their property thus 
^rcibly torn from them, and receiving no 

other 
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Other equivalent than a debafed currency, 
which fell (hort of its nominal value, fecretly 
transferred their plate, jewels, and money, 
to the bank, relying on his majefty's foleam 
promife, that the bank fliould be exempted 
fix>m the interference and infpedtion of the 
crown. Baron Goertz, confidering this mode 
of proceeding a3 fraudulent to the crown, en- 
deavoured to prevail upon his majefty to feize 
the money and efFefts depofited in the bank 5 
but the king not only pofitively refufed to 
break his royal word, which he had folenyily 
pledged to his people, but even forbade Goertz 
from laying before him any propofals that 
might tend to the prejudice of the bank. 

In this crifis of affairs the bank received . 
fuch large funis of money, great part of which, 
being placed for fecurity, paid no intereft, 
that the profits were very confiderable. This 
flourifhing ftate of affairs induced the bank, 
by order of the flates, in 174 1, to prefent the 
king with a donative of 100,000 filver dollars, 
^^ >C«8*333t 4J> and to furnifh him with 
^00,000, or ^.41,666, without interefl, to- 
wards carrying on the war againfl Ruffia. Since 
that period it has frequently advanced large 
fums of money to the crown and to the board 
of manufactures, by order of the ftates. 

The 
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The bank is divided into two departments, 
the one called Lcene or loan, and the other 
H^exel or exchange bank, each . keeping its 
accounts as feparate as if they were two diftinft 
eflabliihments, but each mutually fupplying 
the other as occalion requires. 

The loan bank lends money upon mort- 
gages or pledges in the following manner: — 
Gold and filver in block, copper, brafs, and 
kene hank fedlar^ or certificates of having lent 
money to the bank, being confidered as nearly 
the fame value as ready money, the proprietors, 
on depofiting thofe pledges in the bank, receive 
the fiill value, on the payment of three per cent, 
annual interefl. 

Formerly jewels were received as pledges ; 
tut as the bank was once confiderably de- 
frauded in that article, and on account of 
their fluftuation in value, they are no longer 
admitted. 

As iron is a principal article in the ex- 
ports of Sweden, and as the working of the 
mines is attended with confiderable expence, 
and the fale of the iron uncertain, the bank 
receives that metal as a proper fecurity for 
a loan. The iron being duly appraifed, and 
lodged in the public warehoufe, the pro- 
prietor receives three-fourths of its value at 

the 
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the intereft of three per cent.; and when 
he can find, an opportunity to difpofe of his 
iron, it is again delivered to him, on pro- 
ducing a certificate from the bank that the 
loan upon it is duly difcharged. 

Mortgaged lands and houfes, being of z 
Icfs certain value, pay an intereft of four per 
cent, on the money borrowed; and for the 
purpofe of liquidating the debt the following 
regulations were adopted : 

All borrowers upon mortgaged lands and 
houfes fliall pay fix per cent, yearly : of this 
film four per cent, is the lawfiil intereft; 
and the remaining two per cent, is annu-^ 
ally iedudted from the capital; by which 
means the original debt is annually dimi- 
nifhing. 

The Wexel or exchange bank exchanges 
and iflues bank notes, difcounts bills, receives 
and aflighs the money depofited for intereft 
or fecurity, and difcharges the intereft of two 
per cent, on all money placed in their hands. 

Towards the latter end of the reign of 
Adolphus Frederic, ^the bank notes were 
iffued in fuch large numbers, and many of 
them at fo low a value as ij-. 6d. that 
fcarcely any fpecie was left in the kingdom ;. 
the bank was fo drained of cafh as not to 

be 
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be able to exchange its notes but in copper 
money, and paper was almoft the only cur- 
rency. 

For the purpofe therefore of preventing 
a total bankruptcy, with which the nation 
was threatened, and calling in and pajdng 
the paper currency, the ftates in 1766 voted a 
loan of 3,000,000 rix-doUars, or jC*75^*ooo, 
to efied: the realization of the bank notes, 
and to circulate a fufficient quantity of fpecie. 

As a farther fecurity againft the encroach- 
ments of the crown, a former regulation, 
was confirmed, that the bank fhould annu- 
ally advance to the king j^. 250,000 for the 
revenues of the current year, and * fliould re- 
pay itfelf from the revenues of th6 fubfe- 
quent year ; but that no more money fliould 
be lent to the crown under any pretence 
whatfocver. 

Many fchemes calculated to reftore the 
credit of the bank being counteradted by party, 
the diet in 1772 configned to the king the 
difficult province of realizing the bank notes, 
and reforming -the currency, which his ma- 
jefly happily efFed:ed. 

In 1777 and 1779 the iftates confirmed 
the resdization effected by the king, and 
made Several new regulations in relation ta 

the 
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the bank, which tended to fecure its credit, 
and rendered it ftill farther independent of 
the crown. 

The principal regulations were as fol- 
lows : That only j^. 250,000 fhould be annually 
lent on cftates, above what was already ad- 
vanced; that the eftates already mortgaged 
Ihould, on failure of the payment of one 
year's intereft at the appointed time, be im- 
mediately fold by audion, the debt to the 
bank difcharged, and the remainder paid to the 
proprietors; that the loan on the mortgaged 
eftates fliould not be continued when the &id 
eftates were fold or transferred without the 
confent of the bank ; and that on the fuc- 
ceffion or transfer of fuch eftates two per cent, 
of the mortgaged property fhould be paid to 
the bank. 

The independence of the bank on the crowm 
was ftill £irther eftabliflied by the diet of 1784, 
which fettled the following regulations : 

A committee of revifors was appointed for 
the purpofe of fuperintcnding and infpedting 
the accounts. This committee conlifts of a 
certain number of perfons.chofen by the three 
hpufes of nobles, clergy, and burghers, from 
their refpeftive orders, who continue in office 
till the meeting of a ne\v diet, when they are 

either 
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either renewed or confirmed. They aflemble 
once every three years, and continue fitting 
not more than a month. They infpe<3: the 
general ftate of the bank, compare the accounts 
of the directors, and obferve that no abufes 
have been conmiitted, and that the regulations 
of the ftates have been followed. 

But as by the new conftitution the calling 
of the ftates entirely depends upon the will of 
the king, and as a great length of time might 
elapfe in the intervals of the diet, it was care- 
fully provided, that the crown fhould not have 
the fmallefi: part in the appointment of a va- 
cant revifor's place. The mode of election is 
as follows; 

Of the nobles the vacant place is filled by 
Ac remaining noble revifors, and by certain 
deputies nominated by the houfe of nobles at 
the diet, who continue electors until the meet- 
ing of the next diet. 

On a vacancy among the ecclefiaftical re* 
rifors, die clergy of Stockholm notify the 
yacancyto the confiftories in each province, 
and appoint the day of eledion. The new 
Kvifbr is chofen by the majority of the feve-^ 
ral confiftories. 

On a vacancy among die revifors of the or- 
4cr of burghers, the magifhatcs of Stockhohn 

Vol. IV, M notify 
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notify in the, fame manner the vacancy and d^y 
of eleftion to all the borough towns ; which 
likewife choofe the new revifor either by de- 
puties or letters. 

No country perhaps has ever, in a greater 
degree than Sweden, experienced iiich fevere 
diftrefles from a want of gold and filver ipe- 
cie ; from a fcarcity even of copper money *, 
"and its enormous bulk ; and from the fluftu- 
ating value of the bank notes, which at one 
period formed almoft the only currency. 
Thefe evils, noticed by many travellers -f- who 

have 

V 

* On account of the advantages attending tha expor- 
tation of the copper money, the intrinfic value of which 
was fuperior to its nominal, and the immenfe number of 
bank-notes, there was fcarcely any thing but paper cur- 
rency. At one period even private fhopkeepers iffued 
fmall printed notes, fome fo low as id. 2d. or 3^. value, 
which they gave in exchange for the bank-notes-. 

t The reader will eafily conceive the prefent improve- 
ments of the coin by the following pafTa^e in Mr^ Wrax- 
all's Tour \vhich he made in 1774, only five years before 
I vifited Sweden. " Whatever quantity of precious me« 
^' tals they have in the metropolis of this kingdom, I havt 
*' not yet feen one bit, however fmall, either of gold or 
*' filver, in my long journey from Helfimborg to this place; 
*' nor have they, I am well affured, any fuch commodities 
«^ in th^ provinces. In lieu of thefe two articles, generally 
" ufed amongft us, they have two other articles which fiip- 
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have written upon Sweden, and which threa- 
tened a total bankruptcy, are now entirely 
removed by the king ; to whom the ftates of 
1772 configned the difficult province of re- 
forming , the currency. His majefty having 
obtained in Holland a loan of iC- 750*000, 
called in a confiderable part of the bank- 
notes, and introduced fuch a plentiful fupply 
of filver coin, remarkable for its purity and 
convenience ; that in the courfe of my pro- 
grefs through Sweden, I found not the leaft 
difficulty of procuring, even in the diftant 
provinces and fmalleft towns, filver mpney in 
exchange for gold or bank notes. The king 
has alfo, in a great meafure, aboliflied the 
numerous and complicated modes of pecuni- 
ary computation, which varied in different 
places, and under different circumftances > and 
has enjoined one fimple fpecies of reckoning 

** ply their place, namely, copper and papen Their bank 
." notes are as low as one fliilling and fixpence; and they 
** have them of all values, rifmg gradually from that fum, 
** It is often not a little diverting, when I tendered them 
." oa& of fifty copper dollars, which is adequate to 12 s* bd* 
■** to fee them bring both their hands full of copper coins ; 
■** joat cSn they convert it into current money by any other 
^ I^Oeans/' Wraxall*s Tour, p. 96. 

Ma to 



164 TRAVELS INTO SWEDEN. B. 7* 

to be general throughout the kingdom, and to 
be indifcriminately ufed on all occafions *. 

V, The military eftablifliment* 

The Swedifli anny is divided into national 
militia and garrifon regiments* The latter, 
or troops upon the German footing, are com^ 
pofed of natives and foreigners duly inlifbd, 
and are ftationed in the feveral garrifons, and 
receive their pay in money. Although the 
national militia firfl took a regular form under 
John III, yet its fixed eftabliflhment, as it 
fubfifts at prefent, was fettled by Charles XL 

* They computed, on difFerent occafions, and in different 
parts of the kingdom, by tons of gold, filver dollars, copper 
dollars, rixdollars, plotes, ftivers, runftics, or cehres, fomc 
whereof were imaginary, while the intrinfic worth of others 
was different from their real. A ton of gold = 100,000 filver 
dollars, or 300,000 copper dollars, filver money being of 
triple value to copper money ; a rixdollar = 5 J. ; a plotc 
z= is.Sdi filver dollar =: 10^. ; a copper dollar = 3}^. 
rz 10 ftivers and 2 runftics; a ftiver == i farthing and{ 
= 3 runftics or copper cehres. The new mode of compu- 
tation introduced by his majefly, is by rixdollars, fkelins, 
and runftics. A rixdollar =5^. contains 48 fkelins, arid a 
fkelin 12 runftics. This mode has been adopted by go- 
vernment, and will, in procefs of time, become general; 
thoiTgh the people are, from long habit, fo attached to their 
antient complicated manner of reckoning, t^iat they wiH 
not readily renounce it. 

That 
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That prince refumed the grants of the crown- 
demefnes which had been lavkhed by his pre- 
deceflbrs : fome he reftored, on condition that 
the proprietors of a certain portion fhould 
fumiiOi a foldier; others he allotted for the 
maintenance of the officers. It was alfo en- 
afted during his reign, that the lands thus 
affigned for the fupport of the national mili- 
tia, fhould for ever remain appropriated to 
that purpofe ; and thefe regulations were fur- 
ther confirmed and augmented in 1723, with 
die additional claufe, that they fhould be con- 
fidered as a fundamental part of the conflitu- 
tion, and fhould never be abolifhed. 

In order to comprehend the nature of the 
Swedifli militia, it is necefTary to obferve that 
the kingdom is divided into diflriifts, which 
are refpedtively bound to furnifh and main- 
tain a ftipulated number of troops. With 
this view, each holder of a certain quan- 
tity of crown-land, called a Hemmariy pro- 
vides a foldier; afilgns for his maintenance 
a fmall portion of ground, a cottage, and a 
barn \ and allows him \ 00 copper dollars, or 
jf. I. 7J-, %\d. per annum, a fuit of coarfe 
clothes, and two pair of fhoes. When the 
ibldier is abfent, either with the army in time 

M 3 of 
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ef war, during the annual reviews, or is em- 
ployed in the fervice of government; the 
landholder cultivates his ground * for the fub- 
fiftcnce of his wife and femily ; and, when he 
is prefent, may call upon him to work at the 
rate of the cqmmon wages beftowed upon a 
labourer -f-. Upon ^ the death of the foldier, 
his widow and children are obliged to cede 
the ground and houfe to his fucceflbr, whom 
the landholder is bound to provide within the 
fpacc of three months upon pain of being 
fined. 

With refpedt to the cavalry, a certain num- 
ber of hemmans are joined to furnifli a man 
and horfe fully equipped, and to maintain them 
both, 

* In my route through Sweden, I flopped to examine 9 
portion of ground appropriated to the maintenance of a cor- 
poral of infantry ; it meafured 147 yards in length, and 117 
in breadth 5 but as it was in general a deep fand, only part 
was capable of being advantageoufly cultivated, fo that it 
was by no means fufEcient for the fubfiftence of the cor- 
poral and his family, . 

t On an average a man's wages may be reckoned at 
5|^. per day; excepting in harveft-time, then they are fel- 
dcfiTi lefs than \\d. and fometimes as high as u. lorf. for 
mowing in the fertile and well-cultivated provinces. A 
woman may gain abput 3^. per day. 

Befide 
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Befide 41. 2d. annually paid by the pro- 
prietors of each bemmariy towards defia3dng the 
expence of the foldiers iiniforms, fome crowh- 
demefees are kt apart for the fame purpofe, 
but in fo fmall a quantity, as to be fcarcely 
adequate to the charge o£ clothing two regi- 
fticht^. On diis account, as the national 
tfoops are not, io time of peace, under arms 
for a longer fpace than three weeks, they are 
Jfeldom provided with new uniforms oftener 
than once in eight or nine years. Upon a 
fimilar principle, the officers of thefe national 
troops receive, inftead of their pay in money, 
certain eftates in land, called bojialle^ which 
are fituated in the fame province to which the 
regiment belongs. They are allowed an ad- 
ditional appointment in corn from the king's 
tythes. Each province being divided into a 
nuthber of hemmans fufficient to fupport a 
regiment 5 the fmaller provinces furnifh thi 
regiments of infantry, and the larger thofe 
of cavalry. The eftate appropriated to the 
colonel is fituated towards the center of the 
province, and of the grounds affigned to his 
regiment ; that of the captain in the middle of 
thofe belonging to his company ; and in a 
fimilar gradation to the corporal. 

M 4 In 
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In every year, either htfoftt or, after the har^ 
Veft^ when the pea£mts are kaft ei^ployed^ 
the companies oC each regiment are feparatdy 
aflembled for a fortnight or three weeks. 
The landholder is .obliged to tranl^rt the 
man and his baggage to the place of rendez-* 
Yous ; and fupport him during his ftay at the 
review* Befide theie annual encampments, 
<mce in three years a general review of each 
regiment takes place. The men are alfo con- 
ftantly exercifed on Sundays after divine fer- 
yice in fmall parties, and in larger corps for 
fome time before the encampment, but more 
particularly in Spring. If, in time of war, 
thefe troops march out of the country, the 
crown receives the ufual contributions from 
the landholder, and provided the ibldiers with 
clothes, provifions, &c. 

In the Spring of 1779 the following was 
nearly the ftate of the Swedifli army : 
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REGULAR TROOPS. 

• Nine * regiments of infentiy - 9,000 
Two of cavalry - - - 800 

Artillery - - • • 2,900 



' Total of regular troops - • 12,700 

NATIONAL MILITIA. 

Twenty-one regiments of in- 7 

fentry, about - - - 3 ^* 

Seven of cavalry - • -. 7,400 

Light dragoons - -. - 3*400 

Total of national militia - - 34»8oo 
Total of regular and national 7 



troops * 



fS^o 



♦ The largcft regiments contain 1670, the finalleft 
{31000, and are divided into companies. The ftaff*officers 
are, a colonel, lieutenant-colonel, two majors, a quarter- 
nafter who ranks as captain, and two adjutants.*»£ach 
company of 150 men has a captain, lieutenant, enfign^ 
five non-commiifioned officers, and fix. corporals, the latter 
^wbpD» are included in the ip. 
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VL I (hail chk this cbipcer with a &w le- 
irurks ca the Penal kws. 

There are four fuperior courts of jmlicr, 
called Hof-nett: at Stockhdm fer Sweden 
Proper; at Joenkoeping Iot the kingdom of 
Gothland ; at Abo tor South Finland ; and at 
Va(a for North Finland. No fentence of death 
pafled by the inferior courts can be carried 
into execution, unkfs ratified by thele tribu- 
nals. 

Every fmall town has one court of juftice, 
called Radfhigu-raett ; and every large town 
two, one whereof is alio denominated Radflu- 
guratt, and the other Kaemners-raett. In 
Stockholm there are four Kasmners-raetter for 
the four diftridts of the city. 

The inferior tribunals are Kiamars P.^tterj 
which aflemblc, as occalion requires, in the 
principal towns; and the Harads Ratty or a 
kind of aflizcR, are generally held three times ih 
the year, under the county judges. It may 
ju)t be uninterefting to mention in this place, 
that, in the latter, there is a kind of jury con- 
fi fling of twelve peafants, chofcn by the dif- 

tria. 
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trift, and confirmed by the governor of the 
province: they continue in office for life, and 
feven of them form a court. In all criminal 
cafes thjs judge demands their opinion, which 
prevails againft his deciiion if they fhould be 
unanimous. But this inftitution according 
to pradtice, is a mere formality : for the jury- 
men in the criminal courts * are fo ignorant 
and poor, that moil of them pay an implicit 
deference to the diftates of the judge ; their 
fentiments have only force when they all 
agree ; and they are not, as with us, obliged to 
be unanimous. The fupinenefs indeed, and 
paflivenefs, of thefe infignificant retainers of 
juftice is fo notorious, that a man, remarkable 
for his indolence and inattention, is commonly 
faid to be as Jleepy as a juryman. 

The ufual modes of execution in Sweden 
are beheading and hanging. Every criminal 
capitally convidted is indulged with the pri- 
vilege of petitioning the king: they either 
complain of unjuft condemnation, and in that 
cafe demand a revifal of their fentence : or, if 
they* allow themfelves to be guilty-, may im- 

♦ In civil proceffes, the jurymen are notfo infignificant; 
being for the moft part the richeft peafants, 

ploje 
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plore pardon, or a mitigation of punifhment* 
So mild are the penal laws, that fevcral of- 
fences, which in other countries are conjQdered 
as capital, are chaftifed by whipping, con- 
demnation to bread and water, imprHcMmicnt 
and hard labour; more than 120 ftrokes of 
the rod are never inflided ; ncft is a criminal 
fentenced to bread and water for more than 28 
days. 

Many flagrant abufes in the courts of jufticc 
have been reformed and corrected by the pre- 
fent king. In all cafes of high treafon^ it is 
enjoined that previous notice muft be fent to 
the crown before any court can commence an 
inquiry : an ordinance which has put a ftop 
to many frivolous and vexatious accufations, 
that ufed to be brought againft the fubjed.* 
Before the acceflion of his prefent majefly, it 
was very common for perfons indided, but 
not convidted, of crimes, to fufFer an imprifon- 
ment of feveral years without being tried : by 
the abolition of many tedious forms in the 
prefent reign, every criminal is arraigned within 
a fliort period after commitment, the good ef* 
feds of w^hich alteration require no comment. 
His majefty has increafed the falaries of the 
judges, and configned their (hare of the fines 

inflided 



C. 5* JP E N A L L A W S. 173 

inflided by their decifion to other ufes : by 
this judicious regulation he has greatly leffened 
the corruption and injuftice which neceffarily 
prevailed in thofe tribunals; for the fcanty 
incomes of the judges expofed them to bribery ; 
whilp a ffiare in the fines rendered them in- 
terefted in conviding the criminal. The king 
has alfo promoted the rights of humanity, by 
fuppreffing, in 1773^ the cruel and abfurd 
pradice of torture, which was employed for 
the purpofe of obtaming* a confeffion of guilt 
from fufpeded perfons^ 

One excellent regulation in the courts of 
Sweden deferves to be mentioned^ and adopted 
in all countries ; it is, that a . criminal is tried 
Ivithout the leaft expence to the plaintiff or 
defendant. The profecutor denounces a per- 
ibn fufpefted of guilt to the king's officer of 
juftice, who carries on the procefs at the pubr 
lie charge. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. VI. 

Departure from Stockholm.— J)^/?n^/^« of 
Upfala. — Antient palace.— Catajiropbe of 
the Sture family. — Madnefs of Eric XIV. 
^^Cathedral. — Tomb and charaBer of GuA 
tavus Vala. — Genealogical table of the kings of 
Sweden his defcendants. — Tomb of John III. 
r— Catharine Jaghellon. — Bcnedidl Oxen- 
ftiern.— Lauren tius Petri. — Account of the 
univerfty. — Public Library. — Codex Ar- 
genteus. — Vi/it to profejjbr Bergman. — 
Royal Society. — Morafteen, antient place of 
enthronement for the kings of Sweden. 

ALTHOUGH my ftay in Sweden was 
limited, I was unwilling to quit the 
country without vifiting Gotheborg, the moft 
commercial town next to Stockholm, and 
viewing the canal of Trolhastta, which had 
tew reprefented to me as a moft ftupendous 
work. My companions preferring to fee the 
mines of Fahlun and Dannemora, I quitted 
them at Stockholm, and rejoined them at 
Carlfcrona. Having purchafed an open cart, 
§ the 
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the commoii .travelling vehicle in this coun- 
try,, which was rendered more commodious* 
by two arm-chairs hung upon fprings ; I fet 
out early on the 4th of March, accompanied 
by a Swedifh •fervant, who fpoke French, as 
my interpreter ; and arrived the fame day at 
Upfala, which is diftant about 45 miles from 
the capital, 

Upfala, which ftands in the beginning of 
an open plain .fertile in grain and pafturc, is 
a fmall, but very neat town, containing, ex- 
clufive of the fhidents, about 3000 inha- 
bitants. The ground plot is ejctremely regu- 
lar:, it is divided into two almoft equal parts 
by the imall river Sala ; and the ftreets are 
xlraWh at right angles from a central kind 6( 
fquare ; a few of the houfes are built with 
brick and ftuccoed; but the generality are 
conftrudted with trunks, fmoothed into the 
ihape of planks, and painted red, and the roofs 
are covered in with turf. Each houfe has its 
fmall court-yard, or garden. 

Old Upfala, which is a place of .high an- 
tiquity, and occurs in the earlieft accounts of 
thefe Northern countries, is fuppofed to have 
flood at a fmall diftance from that which now 
bears the fame name; and was much cele- 
brated 
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brated as the principal place of facrifice in 
dmes of Pagan fuperitition, and the rcfi- 
dcnce of the high-prieft of Oden *. The pre- 
lent^own, or New Upfala, is far anterior to 
the foundation of Stockholm : no authentic 
fccords, indeed, afcertain the exadt time of its 
origin ; but feveral Swedifli antiquaries have 
with much probability conjectured 5 that it 
was at firft a fuburb of Old Upfala, and rofe 
upon its ruins, when that town became de« 
ierted, and fell into decay 'f. 

Upfala was formerly the metropolis of Swe- 
den, and the royal refidence. The antient pa- 
kce was begun in 1 549 J by Guftavus Vala, 
and completed by Eric XIV. It was a fpa- 
cious and magnificent building, until great 
part of it was, in 1702, confumed by fire. 
The remains, which ftand upon an elevated 
fcite, and command a fine profpedt of the 
adjacent country, confift of a wing, a fmall 
part of another, and the principal front, which 
has been repaired, and is covered with a red 
ftucco. An old entrance, vaft mafTes of ruins, 

♦ Snorro Sturlenfis Hift. Reg. Norweg. Vol. I. c. 76* 
Dahlin's Gefchicbtc von Sweden, Vol. I. paflim. 
t Perinftioldi Upfala Nova. 
% Ibid. p. 317. 

arches, 
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arches^ vaults^ and large pUes of brick and 
mortar^ are evident traces of its antient fplen-^ 
dour. The room in which the diet of Swe* 
den ufed to aiTemble is now converted into a 
granary; and affords no other proofs of its 
former importance than its dimenfions^ be«> 
ing 140 feet in leng^^ and 90 in breadth* 
The few remaining apartments in the. wing 
which is not entire, are liied as the conunoa 
jail for criminals* Underneath are three dun-^ 
geons^ which were formerly appropriated to the 
omfinement of flate prifoners ; the moft re^ 
markable of whom was count Svante Sture^ 
defcended from an ancient fiunily, which 
had given feveral adminiftrators . to Swe- 
den; and which> before the eleiftion of Guf- 
tavus Vafa, had the faireft pretenfions to the 
throne* Upon a door of one of thefe dun- 
geons my conduiftor pointed out feveral cha- 
racters coarfely notched, which, according to 
tradition, were made by count Svante in the 
agony of his diftrefs, and as a memorial of 
his grief for the death of his fon. The fight 
of thefe chara<fters, and the name of Sture, 
brought to my recoUedtion the fudden cx- 
tiniStion of that much injured family, to which 
thefe walls were a witnefs ; and the gloomy 
Vol. IV, N madnefs 
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madnefs of Eric XIV. which occafioned that 
dreadful cataftrophc. The miftnift and fuf- 
jricion which that unfortunate monarch had 
conceived againft the nobility of Sweden, in- 
creafing with the diftreffes of his reign, hur- 
ried him at length into a ftate of infanity: 
he faw a plot in the moft common occur- 
tcnces; and gave implicit credit to ail the 
idle rumours of intended revolts, artfully fpread 
by his favourites to intimidate or exafpcratc 
him, 

The Stures, as the principal family in the 
kingdom, had long been the chief obje<a of 
his jealoufy, .and had already felt fbme un- 
warrantable afts of authority. Nicholas, the 
fon of count Svante, had lately experienced 
the following inftances of his tyranny and* 
caprice. Being, in 1566, cited by Eric be- 
fore the diet, on a charge of mifconduft at 
the fiege of Bohus, he was found guilty, and 
condemned to death. The king, however, 
inftead of fuffering the fentence to be in- 
Aided, or of remitting it entirely, afted with 
his ufual inconfiftency. He ordered him to 
be carried in mock proceflion through the 
ftreets of Stockholm with a crown of flraw 
upon his head 5 and yet, foon after this public 

afJront, 
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affront, he again received him into favour, 
iand appointed him an embailador to the court 
of Loraine, But I hafien to the event v^hich 
gave rife to this detail, the imprifonment and 
extinftion of the Sture family; Upon the 
flighteft fufpicions merely derived from rur 
mour^ and fome fuborned v^itnefles^ count 
Svante and his fons Eric and Nicholas, • and 
fcveral other perfons of the firfl: diftin(9:ion, 
were in 1567 accufed of confpiring agaihft 
tiie life of the king, arrefted, and confined 
in the psdaee of Uplala. While their trial 
was yet pending, a report being fpread that 
iiis brother John, whom he had imprifoned 
M Gripfliolm, had efcaped from confinement ; 
he fuddenly repaired to the apart;ment in 
which Nicholas Sture was confined, and fa- 
luted him with the appellation of traitor : 
the yoiing count endeavouring to appeafe his 
fury by throwing himfelf at his feet, the king 
ffaibbed him in the ' arm ; the other, drawing 
the dagger from the wound, kiffed it and 
prefented it to Eric, who, unmoved with fuch 
an affeding inftance of loyalty, repeated the 
bbw, and ordered his fervant to finifh the 
murder. Seized with an infiantaneous fit of. 
remorfe, he flew to the dungeon of count 

N 2 Svante, 
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Svante, and falling at his feet, calkd him his 
friend, exclaiming in an agony of defpair, 
*^ In God's name, I entreat you to forgive 
** what I have committed againft you."— 
** Willingly," replied the old count, melt- 
ing into tears of compaflion, **but if my 
^* fon's life is in danger, you muft anfwer 
" for it before God."— "Yes, yes," replied 
the king in a tranfport of rage, ** I was fure 
.^* that I Ihould never obtain your pardon;" 
then giving orders to the jailer to fecure the 
count, he haftily quitted the palace in a pea- 
iant's drefs ; and, accompanied by a few guards, 
roved about the country in a frantic manner. 
Dennis Bury, his preceptor, overtaking him 
at a fmall diftance from the town, fell pro- 
ftrate at his feet, and conjured him to fpare 
the lives of the noble prifoners; a petition 
,which proved as fatal to himfelf as to the 
perfons for whom he interceded: for Eric 
gave figns to one of his guards, who killed 
Bury upon the fpot; and difpatched imme- 
diate orders to the jailer at Upfala for the 
execution of the prifoners : orders of a mad- 
man, which were but too readily obeyed, and 
which extirpated at once the ancient family 
of the Stures* 

Mean 
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Mean while, Eric wandered about the woods 
in a ftate of remorfe and dlftradtion ; and was 
difcovcred on the fourth day after his de- 
parture from Upfala by his wife Catharine: 
flie found him in the parfonage of Odenfala, 
wild with grief and defpair *, and fcattering 
money among^the people who were aflembled 
upon this melancholy occafion. The prefence 
of his beloved Catharine operated like a charm: 
fhe calmed his agonies ; prevailed upon him 
to take nourifhment and repofe, and accom-* 
panied him to Stockholm, where he gradually 
recovered his fenfes-f. Soon, however, re- 
lapfing into his former ftate of miftruft and 
fiiipicions, his adminiftmtion became fo weak 
and odious, that, in the following year, he 
was depofed by his two brothers, ,who united 
their forces againft him. John afcended the 
throne which Eric had fo unworthily filled. 
In another place, I (hall have occafion to 
mention the circumft:ances of his imprifon- 
ment and death J. 

♦ Einem wildem Thier aehnlicher als einem Menfchcn. 
Dahlin* 

t See Dahlin's Gcf. Vol. III. p. 511, kc. CelfiusHift. 
d'Eric XIV. Llv. 9. 

J See Chap. IX. of this book. 

N I UpCila 
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Upfala . is an archiepifcopal fee, and one of 
the moft antient Chriftian eftablifhments in 
Sweden, Everinus was the iirft bilhop; by 
birth an Errgliihman, he came in 1026, intq 
this country at the requeft of king Olaus 
Scotkonung, in order to affift in converting 
the natives of Old Upfala to Chriftianity *^ 
The fimilarity of the Englifh and Swediidi 
languages is mentioned as the motive which 
firft brought ^EyerinuSji and afterwards feve- 
ral of his countrymen, intq thefe parts as 
preachers of the GofpeL He was no lefs qua- 
lified for this tafk from the meeknefs of hi$ 
dffpofition, than from his knowledge of the 
Swedifh idiom ; not forcing, as was but too 
ufual, the natives to embrace the Chriftian 
dodlrines by violence and perfecution ; but 
introducing the Gofpel by perfuafion and ex- 
ample. His fucceffors in the fee refided for 
the moft part at Sigtuna, until 11 20, when 
Nicholas Ulphfon fixed the refidence at Old 
Upfala. Stephen, a native of Eaft Gothland, 
the feventh bifhop, was the firft archbiftiop ; 
he was raifed to that dignity in 11 64, and 
died in 11 85. Falko, v/ho was confecrated 

* See Dahlin, Vol. 11. 468, &c. 
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in 1267, and expired, in 1276, firft trans- 
ferred the refidejice to New Upfala. The 
immediate occafion of this change in the 
archiepifcopal feat was the deftrudtion of the 
cathedral, at Old Upfala by a violent fire 
in 1246, which was foon afterwards begun 
to be rebuilt on the Ipot where it now 
ftands*. 

In the center of the town ftands the ca- 
thedral, a large building of brick : the archi- 
tedture is in the Gothic ftyle, excepting two 
towers of later date, which are ornamented 
with finall marble pillars of the Doric order, 
and which disfigure the general fymmetry of 
the other parts.' This cathedral was begun 
in the middle of the 1 3th century, under the 
dircd:ion of Stephen Bonneville, a French ar- 
chitedt-f-, who followed in its conftrudtion 
the model of the church of Notre Dame at 
Paris. It has feveral times been greatly da- 
maged by fire, but has been as frequently re- 
paired. 

Upon entering the cathedral I beheld with 
the greateft reverence, and even a degree of 

* Perinlk. Chap. II. and IX. 

4 Perixifk. Mon. Ullarakenfia, p. 18. 

N 4 enthufiaftic 
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ReGtf rather than borrow, luftre upon the 
moft confpicuous ancefhy. GuAavus is the 
father of a line of kings, called from him i& 
Houfe of Vafa, whofe pofterity, as enumerated ' 
in tjie following table^ ftill fways the Swediil) 
fceptre. 



Genealogical 
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In an adjoining chapel repofe the afhes of 
his fecond fon John JII. who afgended the 
throne of Sweden in 1568. He did not 
owe his elevation to hi§ own great or emi- 
nent qualities, but folely to the infanity of 
Jiis brpther Eric XIV, whom he contrived to 
4epofe. This uxorious fovereign, the de-r 
generate fon pf Guftavus Vafa, foon loft the 
afFed:ion of his fubjed:s by his we^k and im- 
prudent condud:, and by his attempts to re- 
cover Sweden to the Roman Catholic reli- 
gion. His tender confcience, though it did 
not iprevent him from poifoning his brother 
Eric, yet induced him to pay a moft fcrupu- 
lous obedience to the ridiculous penance * or- 
dered by the pope for the commiflion of that 
murder. Though a bigot in all fedts, he 
feenis to have formed no fettled principles of . 
Religion, but ''became by turns a Proteftant 
and a Catholic, as he was governed by per- 
fons of different perfuafions. During his 
fethef's reign he was a zealous Lutheran; 
while his firft wife Catharine lived, a fincere 
Catholic ; upon his fecond marriage with a 

♦ Namely, to faft one day in the week; a penance, 
which, it is faid, he never omitted. Dahlin, Vol. IV. 
p. 80. 

Swedifh 
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Swedifli lady, who was a Lutheran, his zeal 
for the cftabli/hment of the Roman^ doArines 
fubfidcd ; and at his death he > expreffed an 
almoft total indifference for the introdu<3ion 
of that new liturgy, which he had before 
been fo active in enforcing, to the hazard of 
a civil war. A fliort epitaph, after an ex- 
aggerated defcription of his military reputa- 
tion, afcribes to John an accomplifhment 
which he poffefled in an eminent degree, the 
knowledge of languages. It might have 
added, an extcnfive erudition ia all branches 
of literature, more indeed*, according to 
the expreffion of a Swedifh hiftorian, than 
became a fovereign, a graceful perfon, and 
the moft winning affability of manners. He 
died in 1592, neither regretted nor efteemed; 
configning to his fon Sigifmond king of 
Poland, together with his unpopularity and 
fuperftition, the fceptre of Sweden without 
authority; a precarious pofTeflion, foon to be 
feized by the father "f* of Guflavus Adol- 
phus. 

♦ Dahlin. 

f Charles IX. fourth fon of Guftavus Vafa, who is lefs 
known for his own merits, which were highly deferving of 
a crown, than for being the father of an hero who gave 
law to Europe. 

Under 
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Under a fuperb monument, eredled to her 
memory by her doating hufband, is depofited 
the body of Catharine Jaghellon, princefs of 
Poland, and confort of John III. a woman 
of great beauty and elegant manners. By 
her unfortunate afcendancy ovef her uxorious 
lord, fhe occafioned all the religious feuds 
which difgraced his adminiftration ; and, by 
ii^ftilling the moft intolerant priiiciples into 
hir fon Sigifmond, entailed upon this king- 
•dom all the civil troubles which diftraded his 
reign; and which ended in the lofs of his 
Swedifh crown. Her attachment to the Ro- 
man Catholic religion, . in whith flie had 
been educated, was as fincere as it Was firni ; 
and would not have been mentioned to her 
difcredit, if ihe had not been inflamed with a 
blind rage for making profelytes by compul- 
fion, which charadlerizes the bigotted pro- 
feffors of that perfuafiion. Her death, which 
happened in 1583, was friendly to the peace 
of Sweden ; as her compliant hufband, when 
no longer inflamedby her prefence, cooled in 
his attempt to force Popery upon his fubjefts ; 
and the heats of .religious difpute, which fhe 
had kindled into a flame, fubfided for a 
time. 

In 
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In a fmall chapel is the iepulchrc of thd 
Sturcs, that illuftrious family whoie extindtion 
has been already related. The aflies of the 
three Stures> who fell a facriiice to the ty- 
ranny of Eric, are diftinguifhed by a monu- 
ment, which was ere<Sted by die widow of 
count Svante ; it contains, beiidc feveral epi^ 
taphs in hexameter vcrfe, a pathetic inicrip- 
tion in Latin profe. The fubftance whereof' 
is as foUowSi 

^^ This is the burial-place of the laft re- 
•* maining brailch of the Stures, whofe an^ 
** tient and royal lineage was illiiftrated by 
** Steno, Svante^ and. Steno, three fiieceffive 
*^ adminiilrators of Sweden ; defervedly, for 
'* their merits and virtues, ftyled Fathers of 
** their country. But Svante, fon of the 
** latjter Steno, raifed to the dignity of count 
" at the coronation of Eric XIV. and his foris 
*^ Nicholas and Eric, both eminent in war 
" and peace, fell viftims to a violent death on 
" the 4th of May, 1566. All that was 
** great and noble could not foothe the iron 
" heart of their fovereign. Reader ! if thoii 
" art not equally unfeeling, deplore the un-^ 
^ -merited cataftrophe of fuch exalted vir^ 

'' tuc.;* 

7 A tomb, 



€?. 6. II P S A ^ A. igt 

A tomb, erected in honour of count Oxen- 
fticm, has been miftaken by fome travellers 
for that which covers the aflies of Axel, the 
celebrated chinceUor of Sweden; who di- 
rcfted the adminiilration of afiairs under 
Guftavus Adolphus, Chriftina, and Charles X. 
one of the greateft men that Sweden, fertile 
in great men, ever - produced. But his re- 
mains were depofited in another place** 
The perfon who lies interred in this cathedral 
is his nephew Benedi(fl Oxenftiern, who feems 
to have inherited . the political abilities and 
great integrity of his uncle. Benedidt was 
born in 1623, and enjo)red the favour of four 
fucceffive fovereigns;. all of ivhom had the 
higheft confidenation for his talents and abi- 
lities. After filling feveral great offices, he 
was raifed, in 1688, to the higheft civil em- 
ployment, the chancellorfhip, and died in 
1702, in flill poflefliori of his mafter's confi- 
dence and the people's efteem. 

Falko, the firft archbifhop who was in- 
terred in this church, was a great bendfadtor 
to the fee ; and is the fanie perfdn mentioned 

♦ Axel Oxenftiern died at Stockholm in Auguft 1654; 
and his remains were carried to Tyholm, and there interred 
in the family vault. Mem. de Chriftine, Vol. I. p. 

483. 

in 
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in the former part of this chapter, who, in 
1273, transferred the epifcopal feat from Old 
to New Upfala. He alfo caufcd the bone$ 
of his predecefTors to be tranfported from their 
burial-place in Old Upfala, to the cathedral; 
where they were depofited with great folem^ 
nity and many ceremonies *- 

The firft Proteftant archbifliop was Lau- 
ren tins Petri, of the province of Nerike, who^ 
in conjunction with his brother Olaus Petri, 
firft preached the reformed dodtrines to the 
Swedes; and tranflated the Bible into his 
native tongue. Soon after the eftablifhment 
of the Reformation, the introduftion of which 
was greatly owing to his labours, he was, in 
1 53 1, confecrated archbifliop; and continued 
to fill the fee with credit until his death, 
which happened in 1570, in the 73d year of 
his age* 

In the facriftary of the cathedral are con- 
tained feveral relics, both facred and hiftori- 
cal. The latter confift of a few curiofities, 
which I fliall particularize, from their allufion 
to the hiftory of Sweden. The firft is an* 
old log of wood rudely carvxd into the re- 

♦ Perlnfkioldj p. 135. 

femblance 
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femblance of a head fcarcely human, aivl 
called the image of the god Thor, formerly 
worihipped in thefe parts, and to whom human 
facrifices ufed to be offered at Old Upfala. 
That this image is of very high antiquity 
Ihould feem evident from its ru4e workman* 
fhip; and it may probably have been one of 
the deities to whom the fuperftitious inhabi- 
tants paid their public homage; as^ in early 
ages, and amid a barbarous people, the idoli 
arc in general of the coarfeft form. With 
refpedt to the figure, I fhall obferve, that 
Dahlberg, in his Suecia Antiqua et HoJtefnai, 
has given an engraving of it by far too ek* 
gant to bear much refemblance to thejprigi^ 
nal ; but the reader will find a more accurate 
delineation in Perinfkiold's Monutflenta XJlld^ 
rekarenfia^ in which no foreign cmbelliihmentt 
are added, 

A whetftone, feveral feet in length, next 
attracted my attention; which, as tradition 
relates, Albert, who in 1434 afcended the 
throne of Sweden, fent in mockery to Mar- 
garet of Waldemar, recommending her td 
(harpen upon it her own fword, and the wea-* 
pons of all her army : a taunt which he would 
willingly have retraced, when routed and 
Vol. IV- O takei^ 
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Swcdifli lady, who was a Lutheran, his zeal 
for the cflablifhmcnt of the Roman* doftrinies 
fubfided ; and at his death he exprefTed an 
almoft total indifference for the introdu(9ion 
of that new liturgy, which he had before 
been fo active in enforcing, to the hazard of 
a civil war. A fliort epitaph, after an ex- 
aggerated delcription of his military reputa- 
tion, afcribes to John an accomplifhment 
which he poflefled in an eminent degree, the 
knowledge of languages- It might have 
added, an extcnfive erudition in all branches 
of literature, more indeed*, according to 
the cxpreffion of a Swedifh hiftorian, than 
became a fovereign, a graceful perfon, and 
the moft winning affability of manners. He 
died in 1592, neither regretted nor efteemed; 
configning to his fon Sigifmond king of 
Poland, together with his unpopularity and 
fuperftition, the fceptre of Sweden without 
authority; a precarious polTefliGn, foon to be 
feized by the father 'f' of Guflavus Adol- 
phus. 

♦ Dahlln. 

f Charles IX. fourth fon of Guftavus Vafa, who is lefs 
known for his own merits, which were highly deferving of 
a crown, than for being the father of an hero who gave 
I4W to Europe. 

Under 
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Under a fupcrb monument, eredled to her 
memory by her doating hufband, is depofited 
the body of Catharine Jaghellon, princefs of 
Poland, and confort of John III. a woman 
of great beauty and elegant manners. By 
her unfortunate afcendancy ovef her uxorious 
lord, (he occafioned all the religious feuds 
which difgraced his adminiftration ; and, by 
ii^ftilling the moft intolerant priiiciples into 
h^r fon Sigifmond, entailed upon this king- 
<iom all the civil troubles which diftrafted his 
reign; and which ended in the lofs of his 
Swedifli crown. Her attachment to the Ro- 
man Catholic religion, in whifch flie had 
been educated, was as fincere as it Was firni ; 
and would not have been mentioned to her 
difcredit, if fhe had not been inflamed with a 
blind rage for making profelytes by compul- 
fion, which charaderizes the bigotted pro- 
feflbrs of that perfuafiion. Her death, which 
happened in 1583, was friendly to the peace 
of Sweden ; as her compliant hufband, when 
no longer inflamed by her preicnce, cooled in 
his attempt to force Popery upon his fubjefts ; 
and the heats of , religious difpute, which fhe 
had kindled into a flame, fubfided for a 
time. 

In 
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the houfc of it$ particular profeflbr» at leaf); 
fix times in the year, and oftener if occafion 
requires. On thefe meetings the ibidents pafs 
certain exercifes, which they who do not per- 
/orm cannot be^ raifed to the rank of fe^ 
niors. 

Though the ftudcnts h*vo ordinarily no re- 
gular drefs; yet, on certain occ^pns, and 
particularly when they take their tnaftcr's de- 
gree, they appear in a black filk cloak j they 
ought alfo, according to the iftatutes of the 
Vniverfity, to put on the iame drefs when 
they keep their adls; but for this omiflion 
they ufually pay a fmall fine. The profef- 
fors are, in days of ceremony, clad in black 
cloaks ; the dodtors of divinity are diftinguifli-. 
ed by a hat qf bl^ck filk ; the dodtprs of law 
by one of white filk; and thofe of phyfic 
by one of green or fky-hlue filk. The nuai-> 
ber of fl:udents vary every year, as in all 
fluctuating bodies ; but upon an average may 
be fl:ated at about five hundred *, as may be, 
colledted from the following table : 

* Chronick der Univerfitat Upfala in Schloet^er's Brief-. 
Vcchfel, Ilf. p. 166. 



Spring 



G; 6. U P S A L A. 20I 



£ 


>pring Ter 


m. 


Auguft Term, 








N'of 




N»of 




1 


Admiflions. 


Students. 


Admiflions. 


StudenU. 


Ads. 


In 1768 


79 


557 


— 99 


493 


3' 


1769 


94 


55* 


— 116 


568 


54 


1770 


127 


649 


_ 87 


461 


68 


1771 


106 


492 


— 88 


488 


45 


17/2 


99 


538 


— 97 


470 


44 


»773 


130 


569 


- 83 


563 


62- 


?774 


137 


604 


— 102 


594 


36 


ms 


J33 


628 


— IIS 


657 


64 


1776 


103 


575 


— 110 


5H 


91 


'777 


115 


531 


— i?3 


541 


51 



During this period of ten years, were created 
40 dodors in divinity, 23 in phyfic, and i$\ 
in arts. 

This univerfity, juftly called hy StiUing- 
fleet, *' that great, and hitherto unrivalled, 
fchool of natural hiftory,'* is certainly the 
firft feminary of the North for academical 
education ; and has produc-ed, from the time 
of its infUtution, perlbps eminent in every 
branch of fcience. The learned publications 
which have lately been given to the wrorld by 
its members, fufficiently prove the flourifhing 
ilate of literature in thefe parts ; and the 
thefes compofed by the ftudents upon their 
admiffion to their degrees, v^ould form a very 
intereiling cojledtion. Many of thefe trafts, 

uporx 
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upon various fubjeds of polite literature^ an- 
tiquities, languages, &c. which have fallen 
under my obfervation, evidence 4he erudition 
and tafte of the refpedlive authors: among 
the works of this fort, which have widely dif- 
fbfed the feme of this learned fociety through- 
out Europe, ajre the Amanitates Academka^ 
or a colleftion of riiefes upon Natural Hif- 
tory, held under the celebrated Linnaeus, tod 
chiefly feleded by that able maflen Dr. Pul- 
teney, in the View of his Writings, gives the 
fi^lowing account of this work : ** In the year 
^ 1749^ was pqbliftied the firft volume of a 
*' colledion of Thefes in oftavo, under the 
•* title of Amcenitates Academical feu Differ - 
** tationes varia^ Phyjic^y Medicce^ et Botanica. 
** This publication has been continued, from 
•* time to time, to the completion of the fe- 
" venth volume in the year 1769. Thefe 
•* volumes, as foon as publiflied, were regu- 
** larly reprinted in Germany and Holland, 
•* It is fuppofed the firft volume was not ori- 
" ginally collected by Linnaeus himfelf ; but 
** he at leaft reprinted it very early, and, that 
** he might not be defrauded of the advan- 
♦' tage of thefe publications, he became the 
•* editor of all the fucceeding volumes. As 

'' thefe 
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•* thcfe academical diffcrtations had been re- 
^^ dted before Linnaeus in his profeflbrial cha- 
^' faiaer, and were feleded by himfelf, they 
** have been regarded as of equal authority 
^'. nearly with his own writings 5 and many 
^^ of them do in a particidar manner illuftratq 
*^ and ^exemplify divers parts of his works, the 
*^. fubjedfs having been pointed out by him- 
** fclf iainany inftances for that purpofe. For 
**. thefc reafons we lha\l, in the courfe of this 
*'. volume, give, a very brief account of the 
*' purport of each diffcrtation, fince they con- 
** tain a great variety of curious intelligence 
** on the fubjeds of phyfic.and nattaral hif- 
*^ tory, every where digefted in the moft jfci- 
^^cntific tafteV 

The: library contains many valuable books 
and manufcripts. Olaus Celfius, in a publi- 
cation upon this fubjeft-f-, informs us, that 
it owes its origin to Guftavus Adolphus, who 
prefented the univerfity as weU with his own 
private colledlion, which, vras very, confider- 
able, as with feveral libraries obtained in, the 
different countries which he had over-run 

* General View of the Writings of Linnapus, p. 45. 
p. 221-373, 

t Bib, UpfaL Hiftoria. 

with 
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with his arms ; it being his cuftom to jefervc^ 
for himfelf, in all towns taken by ftonn, the 
books efpecially, as his (hare of the plunder *• 
Thus the Jefuits' library at Riga, that at 
Wurftenburgh, and thofe of many other con- 
quered towns in Poland, Germany, and Pruf- 
fia, were tranfmitted to Upfala, His example 
was followed by his fucceiibrs ; and thus the 
vidtorious arms of Sweden enriched the king- 
dom with thefe literary acquifitions. Olaus 
mentions Chriflina as a confiderable bene- 
fa£trefs to this library, and enumerates maay 
private donors ; among whom the moil con- 
fpicuous are count Magnus de la Gardie, and 
Sparwenfieldt, the learned traveller*}-, whofe 
curious colleftion, confifting, among others, 
of many rare Arabian, Syriac, and Coptic ma- 
nufcripts, has been thought worthy of a fepa- 
rate publication. 

Among the moft valuable pieces of literary 
curiofity is a manufcript of the Four Gofpels, 
called, from its filver letters, Codex Argentetis j 

* Ingentem auri argentique praedam militibus rcliquiffet 
rex ; fibi folos refervavit libros, quos fine mora in patriam 
mifit, Upfalienfi Bibliothecae inferendos. Bib. UpfaL Hif- 
toria, p* 21. 

t Catalogus Centurise Lib. rarifH &c, 

and 
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and fuppofed to be a copy of the Gothic tranf- 
lation made by Ulphilas, the apoftle of the 
Goths, in the fourth century. 1 examined 
this curious volume with great attention. It 
is of a quarto lize ; the leaves, w^hich I fcarce-^ 
ly know whether to call vellum, parchment,^ 
or papyrus *, are ftained with a violet colour ; 
and upon this ground the letters, which are all 
capitals, were afterwards painted in filver, ex- 
cepting the initial characters, and a few paf- 
iagcs in gold. I was convinced, from a clofe 
infpedion, that each letter was painted, and 
not formed -f-, as fome authors have aflerted, 
by a hot iron upon leaves of gold and filver. 
Moft of the filver characters were become 
green by time ; but the golden letters are ftill 
in good prefervation. The Codex is muti- 

* Le Long Bib, Sac. where it is called by difFeren^ 
perfons, Codex Membranaceus, Codicem in pergamenO) 
Codex in papyro exaratus. In the Bib. Up. Codex mem^ 
biana rubra, p. ti6. By Michaelis, a manufcript on 
vellum, p. 160. 

t They appeared to me to be drawn, or painted, in the 
fame manner as the initial letters in feveral of the fineft 
Miilals, and not ftamped, as the learned Mr. Ihre conjec- 
tures, or imprinted on the vellum with hot metal types, in 
the like manner as the bookbinders at prefent letter the 
backs of books. See North. Ant. Vol. I. p. 367. 

lated 
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lated in fevcral places ; but what remains b, 
for the inoft part, perfeftly legible. 

This manufcript was, in 1597, firft dis- 
covered in the library of the BenediAine Ab- 
ticy of Werden in Weftphalia, by Anthony 
Marillon, who extradlcd from it a few paf- 
fages, which were inferted in a. Commentary 
on the Gothic alphabet, publifhed by Bona- 
Ventura Vulcanius. Soon afterwards Arnold 
Mcrcator obferved it in the fame library ^ and 
tranfcribcd alfo a few verfes, which Gniter * 
gave to the world in his Infcriptimes Antiqua. 
From the Abbey of Werden it was transfer*^ 
red to Prague, during the fhort period in which 
that town was occupied by Frederic Eleftor 
Palatine. In 1648, Prague being ftormed by 
the Swedes, it was found among the literary 
fpoils by count Konigfmark, and fent as a 
moft valuable prcfent to Chriftina. The queen 
is faid to have given it to Ifaac Voffius ; but 
it is moft probable that the crafty Dutch- 
man took it without permiffion, among many 
other rare books and manufcripts, when he 

♦ Gruier, Inf. Ant. p. 146. He calls it Gothica vd' 
Gefmanica. The curious reader, who compares the text 
in Gruter with that of the fnnilar pafTages in Lye, will ob- 
ferve colifiderable inaccuracies in the former. 

pillaged 
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pillaged * her majefty's library during the con- 
fufion which preceded her abdication. Upon 
the death of Voffius it was purchased from 
his executor by count Magnus Gabriel de la 
Gardie^ for about £. 250, and prefented by 
him to the univerfity of Upfala, where it now 
remains. 

Three editions of the Codex Argenteus have 
been given to the public, the firft printed at 
Dort, the iecond at Stockholm, and the third 
at Oxford. The firft was iifued at Dort in 
1665, by Francis Junius, who borrowed the 
maaufcript from Voflius ; and was accom-^ 
panied with obfervations and a Gloflaiy, by 
Thomas MarfhalL In this edition the text 
was z^facjimile of the original -f. The fecond 
edition, publifhed at Stockholm, 1672, by the 
learned Stiernhelm, differs from that of Ju- 
nius, in giving the text in Latin, and not in 

• Memoires de Chriftine, Vol. I. p. 308. Inthelibraqf 
at Le}rden is flill preferved a curious c(41e6^ion, called 
furta VoJJiana^ which he is fuppofed to have pillaged from 
ChriftiAa's library. 

f Another impreffion of this work is fuppofed to have 
been printed at Amfterdam in 1672 ; but this is in reality 
die fame as the former, with nothing more than another 
dtle-page, affixing a new date and place of impreffion^ 
according to a fraud not unfrequent among bookfellers. 

4 Gothic 
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Gothic charaders. Notwithftanding the re- 
putation of thofe two learned editors for their 
critical fkill and exadtnefs ; yet Benzelius, 
firft librarian of the univerfity, and after- 
wards archbifhop of Upfala, upon comparing 
their texts with that of the original, difcover- 
ed fb many felfe readings and omiflions^ that 
he again collated the manufcript, redliiied the 
miilakes, and made a literal tranllation in the 
Latin tongue. And as the Gothic types of 
the firft edition publifhed by Junius were pre- 
fcrved at Oxford; he tranfmitted thefe col- 
lations and tranflatiouj together with various 
obfervations, to Mr. Edward Lye of Oxford, 
who had already diftinguifhed himfelf by his 
knowledge of the antient Northern languages*. 
The work was cheerfully undertaken, and 
faithfully executed, by that judicious fcholar; 
and the third edition made its appearance in 
the year 1750, printed at the Clarendon prefs. 
To the obfervations of Benzelius, Mr. Lye 
added many learned remarks upon the text and 
verfion, and a Gothic Grammar. This im- 
preffion is efteemed, by thofe who have had 
it in their power to compare it with the ori- 
ginal Codex, a moft complete work, and re- 

♦ Hift. Bib. Up. 

dounding 
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dounding greatly to the honour of the editor's 
accuracy. 

The Codex Argenteus has given rife to a 
curious controverfy among the learned. In 
the examination of this manufcript, diiferent 
perfbn* have thought that they difcovered a 
fiiJiilitude in the characters to thofe of the 
Greek, Latin, Finnifli, Runic, Danifh, Ger- 
man, or Gothic; each adopting an opinion 
according to his favourite hypothefis, and re- 
&rring its original to the anceftors of his own 
country. Nor is this a matter of any fur- 
prife : for as the barbarous nations, who were 
converted to Chriftianity by the Greeks and 
Romans, received from them either a new 
alphabet, or, at leaft, feveral new characters i 
it neceflarily follows, that moft of the antient 
letters ufed by the Goths, Franks, Huns, 
Sclavonians, and other bordering nations, muft 
bear in many points a great affinity to each 
other; lb that a framer of a fanciful fyftem 
may readily conceive a refemblance in the 
whole, which exifts only in a few parts. But 
witliout entering into an inquiry which may 
lead us too far, the queftion concerning the. 
original tongue of the Codex Argenteus is re- 
duced to two opinions; the firft, that it is 

Vol. IV. P • writtcfii 
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written in the fame language and charter as 
were ufed in the fourth century by the Godis 
of Maefia, the anccftors of the prefcnt Swedes, 
and is a true copy of the verfion made by 
Ulphilas; the fecond, that it is a tranflatioo 
in the Frankifh idiom. 

The firft opinion is ftrongly fuppcMrted by 
Junius, Stiernhelm, David Wilkins, Benze- 
lius, and Lye ; the fecond, as warmly defended 
by Hickes, La Croze, Wetftein, and Mi- 
chaelis. To enter into a difcuflion of all 
the arguments advanced on both fides with 
equal erudition, would require a larger com* 
pafs than the nature of this work will admit: 
and to give a partial abftradt of them would 
only invalidate their refpeftive ftrength. Thus 
much is certain, that as the reafonings admit 
not of any poiitive evidence on either fide, 
but are chiefly drawn from vague conjedhires ; 
an unprejudiced inquirer will find it no eafy 
matter to fornft, a decifive and fatisfaftory 
judgment. I (hall refer, therefore, the in- 
quifitive reader, for further information, to 
the feveral writers upon this fubjeft; and 
(hall add only, that with refpeft to my own 
opinion, after having minutely weighed the 
arguments on each fide, I am inclined to 

aflcnt 



aflent to the notion^ that the Codex Argen- 
teus * is a copy of the very, original verfion 
made bjr Ulphilag in 'the Gothic idiom* I 
Was once indeed leaning to the opinion of its 
being a Frankifli verfion^ but was induced to 
alter my judgment from the arguments of 
BensSelius and Lye> in the Preface to the Ox- 
ford edition ^f ; and efpecially from a very in- 
genious treatife, publiflied by Ihre J> by which 
it appears that feveral fpecimens of the Of- 
trogothic tongue have been lately difcovefed 
in Italy, which perfe(3:ly refemble both the 
fcharadters and language of the verfion in the 
Codex Afgenteus^ 

* But to whichfoever fide we m4y incline, as 
both the Gothic and Frankifh idioms were 
dialeAs of the Teutonic or German i this 

♦ See the fevetal editions of the Codex Argenteus by Ju* 
hiuS) Stiernhelm, and Lyc^* Hickeis Grarnm* Masfo Go* 
tiiica in his Thefaurus LinV. Sept. L» Croze Diff. PhiloL 
at die end of Chamberlayne's OratTJom. p. 136. Wct- 
ftdn's Prolcg* in Nov, Teft^ fed* 68 to 71. Bib. Up. Hift. 
p. 116 to 123. Le Long, Bib. Sac* ,VoL IL p. 140 and 
538- 

t Preface to Lye*s Sac. Evan. Vers* Goth. 

t Monumentum vcteris linguae Oftrogodiicae, Neapol{ 
haud pridem repertum, &c« In A£t. Nov. Reg. Soc. 
Scien. Upfal. VoL III. See alfo Dahlin, VoU I* p. ^04. 

P 2 marfufcript 
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inanufcript mufl be confidered as the mod 
ancient fpecimen extant of that language. Its 
antiquity has been unqueftionably proved with- 
out a diflenting voice. They who conclude it 
to be the verfion of' Ulphilas, muft of courfe 
hold it to have been made in the middle of 
the fourth century 5 and even thofe authors ♦ 
who contend for its being a Frankifh tranf- 
lation, allow it to have been copied in the 
reign of Chilperic, between 564 and 587. Its 
high antiquity is proved, as well from its 
containing the doxology at the end of the 
Lord's Prayer, in the thirteenth verfe of the 
fixth chapter of St. Matthew, which is not 
to be found in any of the moft antient ver- 
(ions ; as from its interpreting many paflages 
in a iiniilar manner with feveral of the Latin 
tranflations which are known to have been 
antecedent to the vulgate of St. Jerom -f-. 
Another circumftance worthy of notice, an4 
which enhances its value, is, that it was un- 
doubtedly tranflated from the original Greek, 

* La Croze and Michaelis. The latter has, I am inform- 
ed, changed his opinion 5 and in the fecond edition of hii^ 
Lciftiircs on the New Teftament, which I have not yet met 
with, agrees with Mr. Ihre. 

t Le Long, Bibliotheca Sacra, Vol, IL p. 142. 

and 
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and not jfrom any of the Latin verfions *. We 
will not detain the- reader with idle conjec- 
tures from Watchterus "f-, that this fplendid 
Codex belonged to Alaric, the Gothic king of 
Touloufe ; or of Papebroch J, that it was the 
identical exemplar which the emperor Valens 
prefented to Fritigem, general of the Vili- 
goths eftablifhed in Maefia; but fhall conclude 
by obferving, that to whomibever it belonged, 
or by whomfoever tranflated, it muft be con* 
iidered as a work of great authority, and a li- 
terary treafure of high antiquity §;. 

In this library two original manufcripts of 
the unfortunate Eric XIV. caught my at- 
tention. They are in Latin, and were com- 
pofed in 1566 and 1567, the two year? which 
immediately preceded his depolition. They 

* Prefatio in Lye, cap. ii.j and MichaelU* Leilures^ 
p. 165. 

t Bib. Up. Hift. p. 118. 

J Le Long, Vol. IL p. 531. 

^ Another fragment of this curious manufcript, con- 
taining a few chapters of St* Paul's Epiftlc to the Romans^ 
was found at Wblfenbuttle, and is now preferved in the 
library of that town, where I few it in 1777. The original 
letters were partly erafed and written upon. See Non» 
nulla C^. Eplf. Pauli ad Rom. publiflied' at Brunfwick 
by Fran. Anton* Knitell. 

P 3 contain 
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contain his aftronomical, or rather aftrologi- 
caly obfervations and predidlions^ written with 
his own hand^ after his daily exanunatioii of 
the fhite of the heavenly bodies. The names 
of his brothers occur frequently, apco(npanied 
with great marks of fufpicion and diftruft^ 
fuid the deaths of feveral peifons are predided, 
Sonie hiftorical &£ts are blended occafipnallf 
with the obfervations ; and theie notes affordl 
a moft convincing proof of the diftra<fte4 ftatQ 
of. Eric's mind i; at the fanie time that they . 
difcpver evident traces of his great learning 
and exteniive erudition. Upon examining ^ 
few of his notes, I was ftruck with the re«» 
fcmblance between him and the empeiror Rho-^ 
dolph II, Both thefe fovereigns began their 
reigns with the faireft hopes -, both were not 
only the zealous protedlors of learning, bul; 
even men of letters themfelves ; as \vell ycrfed 
in polite literature, as /killed in the ahftrufer 
fciences * ^ both were ftrongly addided to ju- 
dicial 

* Celfius fays of Eric XIV, << Erat lUe plurimis fcientiis 
^ ita inftruftus, ut majorein certe a Uteris quam a fceptro 
^' gloriam reportaverit/' Bib. Upf. Hift. p. 4* And 
Voltaire fays as juftly of Rhodolph II. "La philofopbie 
*' qu'il cultivait, lui avait appris tout ce qu'on pouvait 
*' lavoir alors, excepte a remplir fes devoirs de Souverain. 
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dicial aftfology, and drawing from the various 
combinations of the heavenly bodies a prefege 
of their 0wn good or ill fortune, in the moft 
common as well as the moft important oCf 
cutrcnces of life. Both were jealous, even to 
mifery, of their relations and fubjeds; and 
both were at length dcpofed by their bro- 
thers, whom they had driven by their fufpi- 
, cions to confpire againfl them; with this 
difi^rence onty, that Rhodolph, though com- 
pelkd to renounce the imperial throne in fa«- 
rour of Matthias ; yet remained king of Bo- 
hemia until his death, ^nd was not, like Eric, 
imprifoned and murdered, Rhodolph, indeed, 
though equally jcalour and fufpicious, was 
not guilty of filch cxcelTes and cruelties as 
difgrace the reign of Eric; but both were 
equally incapable of governing, though en- 
dowed with excellent undcrftandings, and ac-^ 
quainted with every branch of fcience. 

There are in this library of Upfala few 
manufcripts of the claflics of much import- 
ance ; but the printed editions are numerous 
and good. 

* II aimait beaucoup mieux s'inftruire avcc Ic famcut 
*' Ticho Brahe, que tenir ks etats de Hoflgrie et de Bo* 
«^ heme." Hift. Univ. c. 147. 

P 4 . Having 
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Having defircd the librarian to flicw me the 
firft book printed in Sweden ; he pointed out 
to me Dialogus Creaturarum moralizatus, pub- 
Jiflied at Stockholm in 1483, by John Snell> 
a German printer, invited into Sweden by the 
adminiftrator Steen Sture. 

Before I clofe my account of the univerfity 
library, I muft take notice of a beautiful cabi* 
net of ebony and cyprefs, ornamented with 
precious ftones ; which was prefented, in 1632, 
by the city of Augfburgh to Guftavus Adol- 
phus. It contains, among other pieces of cu- 
riofity, a large agate, two fpans long, and one 
and an half broad. On one part of the ftone 
iis painted the Day of Judgment; and on 
another the Paflage of the Ifraelites through 
the Red Sea. The figures are in a very good 
ftyle of colouring, fimilar to that ufed by the 
German painters immediate fucceflbrs of Al- 
bert Durer. The artift has very ingenioufly 
cxprefled the clouds and the water by the na- 
tural tints and ihades of the ftone ; and indeed 
they reprefent, with as much boldnefs and na- 
ture as the fincft painting could effedt, the 
wall of water fufpended for a paflage to the 
Ifraelites, and the waves rolling back with 
fliry upon Pharagh and his hoft. The artift, 
whofe name was John King, h^s drawn hi§ 

own 
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own portrait lying at the feet of the pope 
among the bleft in heaven. 

I hold myfelf greatly indebted to the polite 
attention of Mr. Eric Michael Fant, fub- 
librarian, who kindly accompanied me to the 
library, and favoured me in the readieft man- 
ner with every poflible information. He was 
fo obliging as to prefent me with feveral tradls 
upon the Icelandic, Lapland, and other North- 
ern languages, Celfius's account of the library 
of Upfala, and other rare diflertations ; from 
.which I have drawn confiderable intelli- 
gence. 

I waited, with a letter of recommendation, 
upon Mr. Bergman, profeflbr of chemiftry in 
the univerfity ; whofe fame ftands high among 
the learned of all nations; and whofe repu- 
tation is defervedly eftabliihed for his ufeful 
and laccurate refearches, as well in his own 
laboratory, as in every branch of natural hif- 
tory. The learned profeflbr received me with 
great politenefs and cordiality, and fhewed mc 
his cabinet, which is particularly rich' in Swe- 
difji minerals. He obligingly communicated 
to me much intelligence, in a very long and 
interefting converfation which I had the plea- 
sure of holding with him 5 and which made 
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mc regret, that, my ftay in Upfak being fo 
fliort, I could not derive any further informa- 
tion from a perfon of fuch general and accu- 
rate knowledge. Upcm my return to the inn, 
I immediately noted down the principal heads 
of the difcourfe ; the fubftance whereof I (hall 
lieire tranfcribe from my journal. 

In anfwer to my inquiries concerning the 
Jftate of the Swedifli mines i he informed me, 
that there were as well gold and filvef, as 
copper and iron mines : the produce of the 
firft, though very inconfiderable, is remarkable 
for yielding the native gold in a calcareous 
matrix. Thofe of filver are fomewhat mcMe 
profitable ; but the quantity of ore is greatly 
diminifhed within thefe late years. The cq)- - 
per mines of Fahlun are extremely rich ^ but 
I could not remember the general ftate of 
their produce, and the average proportion of 
metal drawn from a hundred weight of ore. 
With refpeft to the iron mines, the mod im- 
portant of all the native produdions of Swe- 
den, thofe of Danemora are the fineft for the 
quality of the metal, although they are not fo 
rich as feveral in Lapland j the latter fome- 
times producing even 90 pounds of pure iron 
in an hundred weight of ore. The pooreft of 

Danemora 
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Danempra yield 30 pounds, and the richeil 
from 60 to 70, in an hundreds The iron of 
this celebrated mine.i* in the higheft eftiina- 
tion^ and is chiefly exported to England fo€ 
the fteel manufadures. The matrix of this 
pre is a calcareous earthy a very remarkable 
circumftance ; and which, in conjundtipn with 
other caufes not yet difcovered, i§ perhaps one 
occasion of the fuperior quality of its metaL 
lie a4ded, that in general the iron rnines of 
Sweden are found to nuqi in veins ; a few ia 
Lapland excepted, which dp not branch out 
in IpDgitudinal diredipns, but coniift of im<> 
meniic maffes of ore *, - I next inquired con- 
iceming the quantity of granite rOck, which I 
Ibad obfervcd in different parts of Sweden, as 
yfcil lying in detached mafles, as forming 
fi4ges pf mog^ntains : to whiiph the profeHbr 

9 To thefe may }^ added the no^ed mountain Taberg 
|n Smaland, which is one ma(s of rich iron ore. It is above 
400 feet^ high, and three Englifh miles in circumference. 
A defcription of this mountain, and a view of it, fent by 
Pr. Afcanius to the late Mr. Peter CoUinfon, was puhliihfd 
|n the Philofophical Tianfe<ftions, Vol. XLIX. There is 
^o an account of this infulated ma& of ore in the A£ts of 
Ac Royal Academy of Stockholm, VoL XXI. for the year 
X 760, communicated by M. Tilas. This mine has been 
forked for 200 years pail* 

' ' made 
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made anfwer, that granite is the bafis of the 
country, particularly of the Northern parts i 
that hills of gravel and fand^ and calcareous 
fione, - containing petrefadlions of fheUs^ are ' 
indeed not unfrequent, but generally" repoie 
upon granite ; that the granite is both red and 
grey ; that the former more readily crumbles 
and decompofes by the lapfe of time ; and that 
almoft all the old Runic monuments exifting 
in the country are of the grey fpecies^ which 
is by far the moft durable *. 

The Royal Society at Upfak is the oldeft 
literary academy of that kind in the North. 
It took its rife in the year 1720, upon the 
following occafion. Benzelius 'f, librarian to 
the univerfity, and afterwards archbifhop of 
Upfala, undertook, in conjunftion with fome 
ether learned men, a review, as well of aU 

* For fome account of profefibr Bergman's works, fee 
Chapter VIII. of this book. 

t Eric Benzelius was born atUpfala in 1673, where he 
began and completed his ftudies. Having travelled into 
Germany, England, and France, he returned to Upfala in 
1702, and was appointed librarian to the univerfity, an of- 
fice which he held for 22 years. In 1724 he was nominat- 
ed profefibr of divinity ; afterwards fucceflively created bi- 
fliop of Gotheborg, Lindkiopinir, and archbifliop of Upfala. 
He died in 1743, aged 70. Celhi Bib. Up. Hift. p. 149* 

8 books* 
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books publiflied in Sweden, or by Swedes 
abroad, as of thofc works priirted in foreign 
countries, which had any relation to this 
kingdom. As this publication contained alfo, 
belidc the mere reviews, a few original adts, 
it was called ji£}a Liter aria Suecice^ and 
was carried on upon this plan for ten years. 
At the end of that period, namely, in 1730, 
the tranfadtions were no longer confined to a 
review of books, but confifted entirely of ori- 
ginal adls and diflertations ; and the fbciety, 
now patronized by the king, ftyled itfelf, in 
the dedication to his majefty, Societas Regia ; 
and its tranfadtions, which came out annually, 
Asia Liter aria et Scientiarum Suecia. In 1740, 
it aflumed the title of Societas Regia Literaria 
et Scientiarum Upfalienjis, adopting the laft 
cxpreffion inftead of Suecia^ in order to diftin- 
guifh it from the Academy of Sciences of 
Stockholm, inftituted in 1739, which was 
denominated Academia Regia Suecia. Tne 
fbciety continued its publications upon the 
lame plan until 1750, when it ceafed; but 
was again revived in 1773, ^' which period 
its traniadlions were iffued under the title of 
Nova ABa Regia Societatis Scientiarum Up/a-- 
Henfis. Thefe adls m^ke their appearance in 

feparate 
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feparate parts, which are not put forth regit-* 
krly every year, but only occafionally, as there 
are a lufficient number of difTertations, and as 
the fbciety, which has no fund, can afford the 
cxpence of printing. They are all written in 
the Latin tongue, and printed in quarto* The * 
original numbers, namely, thofe iiTued from 
1720 to 1750, are comprized in fix volumes* 
The new afts already publifhed are in four 
parts: the-firft appeared in 17735 and the 
laft in 1 783. Many of thefe diflertations have 
confiderable merit ; they treat of a great va- 
riety of fubjeds, as well relative to the hif- 
tory, antiquities, and languages of the North, 
as to natural hiftory. They contain feveral 
papers written by Linnaeus and Bergman. 

Before I quitted Upfala, I made an excur- 
fion to the place where the kings of Sweden 
were antiently eled:ed : it lies about feven 
miles from the town, in the middle of a plain 
called Mora; and is ftill marked by the re- 
mains of feveral mutilated ftones, one whereof 
is known in Svvedifli hiftory by the appella- 
tion of Morajieerij or the Stone of Mora ; upon, 
which the fovereigns were enthroned with all 
due folemnity, and received the homage of 
their fubjeds. Their name and the date rf 

9 th« 
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the year when this ceremony was performed 

was at the feme time infcribed upon another 

ftone, as a public memorial of their eledtion. 

, This appears from a very curious certificate * 

made 

* " In noimne Domini, Amen. Anno aNativitate quf- 
« dem MCDXXX, III Die Menfis M^i, hora vefpeia- 
^ rum vd quafi Pontificatus Sandiffimi in Chrifto Patn$ 
•* ac Domini D. Eugenii Papae IV. AniK> IV. in nova domo 
^ Capitulari ante Valvas Ecclefiae Up(alenfis fita, in met 
^ notarii publici teftiumque fubfcriptorum praefentia perfo- 
*' naliter conftitutus venerabilis D. Petrus, archiepifcopus 
^ ecclefios Upfalenfis, nomine & ex parte capituli didtae 
** ecclefiae Upfal ibidem tunc congregati me notarium fub- 
^ icriptum requiiivit, ut aiTumptis iifdem teftibus accederem 
^* ad lapidem vulgariter didum Morefteen, in quo & fuper 
<< qucm Reges Sueciae de novo eledti ftatim poft eorumi 
^ eledtionem confueverunt ab antiquiifimis temporibus 
*« fublimari & inthronifari, inveftigaturus ibidem annum 
^ ele£lionis in Regem Sueciac iiluftriilimi principis domini 
^ Erici Regis moderni, ego memoratus notarius infra fcrip* 
^ tus una cum teftibus fubfcriptis ftatim ad didum lapidem 
** Morafteen extra civitatem Upfalenfem ad unum milliare 
^ in piano campo fitum acceiH et honorabilem virum D. Jo- 
• ^ hannem Matthise, curatum ecclefiae Danmark, qua? dido 
" lapidi vicina eft ecclefia in teftem affumpfi, et fculpturam 
*' cujuidam lapidis dido antiquo lapidi Morafteen fuperim- 
'< pofiti diligenter infpexi et per teftes infra fcriptos infpici 
*< feci fie praecise, ut fequitur, in eodem lapide infculptum 
*^ invcni. Anno Domini MCCCXCVI. dedus eft in 
•* Regem Soeciae in hoc loco illuftris Rex Dominus Ericus 
" calendarum Augufti (locus autem pro /numero calen- 

" darum 
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made by a public notary; who, in 1430, at 
the requeft of the archhifhop of Upiala^ exa- 
mined the Morajleen, to afcertain the year in 
which Eric of Pomerania was raifed to the 
throne. When I vifited the fpot, I obfervcd 
ten ftones, the largeft whereof was only fix 
ipans long, two broad, and two thick ; and 
which tradition reports to be iht Mora^en. 
The others are exceedingly finall. I could 
trace upon feveral the figures of a crofs and 
globe coarfely carved ; and upon one, in 
particular, which was very antient, the three 
crowns, the arms of Sweden. I difcoyered a 
few traces of infcriptions, feemingly in Gothic 
charafters; but fo imperfed:, that I did not* 
attempt to * decypher them. A few years, 
ago thefe remains of Swedifli antiquity were 
covered only with a wooden ihed ; but they 

" darum vacuus erat) fuper quibus omnibus et fingulis prae- 
" fatus Petrus archiepifcopus nomine, quo fupra, me nota- 
♦* rium publicum requifivit ut unum vel plura, publicum vel 
*' publica fuper praemiflis conficerem inftruraentum vel in- 
" firumenta." Holberg, Vol. I. p. 500. 

* Some perfons have given an explanation of thefe in- 
fcriptions, fuch as the before-mentioned one of Eric ; alfo 
A. D. 1448. d. 28. Junii eledus eft nobilis Vir. I> ; us; 
Carolus Canuti, Miles natione Suecus in Regem Sueciae* 
Dahlin, V0I.I.J67. 

arc 
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are now preferved in a brick building, con^ 
ftrucfted at his prefent ipajefty's expence in 
honour of his royaj anceftors. An infcription 
in Swedi(h upon the infide walls enumerates 
the names of the feveral kings, who were en- 
throned upon this fpot. They are king Euge, 
1060, with whpm this cui^om is f^d to have 
taken its rife; king Magnus Ladulas, D. i, 
1 276 ; Magnus Sinek, 0,11,1319; Eric XIII. 
1396; Chriftopher, 1441; Charles VIII. 1448; 
Chriftian I. 1457; Sti^no Sture, adminiftra-* 
tor of Sweden, 151 2, 

Olaus Magnus relates, that the Morajieen 
was placed in the midft pf twelve other ftones 
in a circle. Camden thus defcribes a fimilar 
monument near the village of Saint Buriens, 
in Cornwall. ^* Not far from hence, in a place 
^* called Bifcaw-woune, are nineteen ftones fet 
^* in a circle, about twelve foot diftant one 
** from another; and in the centre there ftandsi 
** one much larger than any of the reft. One 
*^ may probably conjedure this to have been 
/* Ibme trophy of the Romans under .the later 
^^ emperors ; or of Athelftan, the Saxon, after 
f* he had fubdued Cornwall*.'* Olaus Worn^- 

♦ Bri^jmnja, edit. 1695, p. 6. 

Vol. IV, Q^ iqs. 
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JUS, however, more ingenioufly conjedtureSji 
from the fimilarity of this monument to the 
MorfLJieeitj and others in Sweden and Den- 
mark, that it was the place where the an- 
tient Anglo-Saxon kings were eledted and en- 
throned *. . • ^ 

♦ Monumenta Danica, p. 90, 
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CHAP. VII. 

Botanical garden of Upfala. — Biographical me^ 
7noirs of' Linnaeus. 

' I ^ HE botanical garden of Upfala, to 
X which place I had the pleafure of be- 
ing accompanied by the fon of Linnseus^ is 
fmall, but laid out with judgment; and the 
colledlipn of plants, particularly exotica, is 
numerous. I could not avoid regarding with 
enthufiafm this fpot of ground, rendered cele- 
brated by the reiidence of LinnasUs ; of whom 
it may be faid, without exaggeration, that, in 
the natural hiftory of the globe, he left no- 
thing unexplored. 

I flatter myfelf, that many of the follow- 
ing authentic anecdotes of this great natu- 
f alift are entirely new to the Englifh reader *. 

Carl 

* This account of Linnaeus is chiefly extrafted from a 
German tranflation of his Gommemoration- Speech, de- 
livered on the 5th of l>ecember, 1778, by Dr. Baeck, in 
the king's prefence, before the Royal Academy of Sci- 
ences J and from anecdotes of his life by Fabricius. See 
pedsechnitzrede Auf den Carl von Linne, &c. von A. 
Baecic i and Einige naehere Umftande aus dem Leben 

0^2 des 
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Carl Von Linnc, or, as he is more known 
to foreigners, Linnaeus, the eldeft fon of NJs 
Linnaeus, a Sw^fh divine, was born on the 
24th of May 1707, at Rafliult, in the pro- 
vince of Smoland. His inclination fof the 
ftudies in which he afterwards made fo won-! 
derful a progrcfs, cpmmenced at ^ very early 
period of his life -, and topk its rife from the 
following circumftance : His father ufcd tq 
amufe himfelf in the garden of hi? parfbnage 
with the cultivation of plants and flowers* 
Linnaeus, while an infant, was foon led tp 
take a fliare in this entertainment ; and, be- 
fore he was fcarcely able to walk, expreflfed 
extreme fatisfadtion when he was permitted 
to accompany him into the garden. As his 
ftrength increafed, he delighted in digging and 
planting ; and afterwards obtained for his owi^ 
ufe a fmall portion of ground, which was 

des Ritters von Linne ; Von Johan Chriftian Fabricius, in 
the Deutches Mufeum, for May and July 1780, Fabri* 
cius, the author of this account, was the difciple of Lin- 
naeus : he is now profefTor of oeconomy and natural . hiftory 
in the univerfity of Kiel ; and may be juftly called the firft 
entomologift in Europe. He has diftinguifhed himfelf, 
among other publications, by the following works : Reife 
nach Norwegen.— Syftema Entomologiae. — Genera Infec- 
torura.— Philofophiae Entomologica. — Species InfecStorum. 

called 



Called Charles's garden. Pie fbon learnt to 
diftinguidi the different flowers; and, before 
lie had attained the tenth year of his age> made 
finall excurfions in the neighbourhood of Rafh- 
tilt ; and brought many indigenous plants into 
iiis little garden* 

Being fent^ in 17 17, to fehool at Wexio, 
Under the tuition of Lanarius, by whom he 
was indulged with the permiflion of continu- 
ing his excurfions, he puffed his whole time 
in collefting plants, talking of them, and mak- 
ing himfelf accjuainted with their names and 
qualities. He was fo abforbed in this favou- 
rite purfuit as totally to difregard his other 
ftudies ; and made fuch an inconfiderablc pro- 
grefs, that,, upon his removal, in. 1724, to the 
gymnajium in the fame town, his new mafler 
repeatedly complained of his idlenefs. Urged 
by thefe remonftrances, his father conceived 
his fon to have no tafle for literature; and 
propofed to bind him apprentice to a fhoe- 
maker * : and this deflination would have 
taken place; if a neighbouring phyfician, 
whofe name was Rothman "f , flruck with the 
boy's great genius, had not predided, tliat he 

* Fabricius. ♦ f Baeck* 

0^3 would. 
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would, in time, become deeply fkilled m a 
fcience, to which he feemed naturally inclined. 
This fagacious obferver, having prevailed upon 
the father cf Linnaeus to continue his fon's 
education, took the boy into his houfe ; fup- 
plied him with botanical books ; and in- 
jftrudted him in the firft rudiments of phyfic, 
in which he foon made a cpnfiderable pro- 
grefs. When his father had aflented to this 
advice, he had dcfigned him for the church *; 
and was not, without great difficulty, induced 
to agree that he fhould apply himfelf to the 
ftudy of botany and phyfic. 

In 1727 he was fent to the univerfity of 
Lund ; where he acquired, under the cele- 
brated Stobaeus, the firft fyfteinatic principles 
of natural hiftory. Being lodged in that pro- 
feflbr's houfe, he enjoyed many opportunities 
of improvement ; and particularly from a cu- 
rious colleftion of foflils, fhells, birds, and 
plants. At this place he began to form an 

* His mother was at firft fo chagrined that her eldeft 
fon declined entering into orders, that fhe would not even' 
permit her fecond fen to fet his foot in the garden. This 
brother, whofe name is Samuel, is ftill living : he is a cler- 
gyman in the province of Smoland, and, on account of his 
(kill in the management of bees, is known by the name of 
Bi-Kung, or the Bee-King, 

herbariuniy 
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herbarium, coUefting plants from all quarters^ 
making repeated obfervations upon them, and 
comparing them with the defcriptions of 
Tournefort *, whofe works he had received 
as a prefent from Dr. Rothmah "f*. During 
his refidence at Lund, he profecuted his ftu- 
dies with fuch unremitted attention 3 that he 
frequently continued them during great part 
of the night, in order to enjoy the ufe of fe- 
veral books which he fecretly obtained from 
the profeflbr's library. Once in particular, 
Stobaeus fufpefting that he had company at a 
very late hour, ftole unobferved into his apart- 
ment; and was aftoniflied at finding him em- 
ployed in confulting the works of thofe great 
botanifts, Caefalpinus, Bauhin, and Tournefort. 
Pleafed with this inftance of his indefatigable 
zeal for fcience, the profeiTor permitted him 
to have accefs to his library and collections; 
and readily aflifted him with advice and infor- 
mation. 

Linnaeus did not confine himfelf to botany ; 
•but turned alfo his attention to the inferior 
orders of the animal kingdom: a branch of 
laioyvlcdge in which he eminently excelled; 

* Inftitutiones ret herbarise. 
t Baeck. 

0^4 and 
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and which he was led to profecute from a eir- 
Cumftance, that would have damped the ardour 
of a lefs zealous inquirer. In endeavouring 
to form a coUedion of infeds, he was flung 
by the Furia Infernalis * in fo terrible a man- 
ner, 

* The effefts of the Furia Infernalis are thitsf defcribed 
by Dr. Pulteney, from a Diflertadon De AUraculis In- 
fiSforuniy in the third volume of the Amoenitates Academica, 
*^ In Finland, Bothnia, and the northern provinces of Swe- 
" den, it was not unfrequently that people were feized 
^^ with a pungent pain, confined to a point, in the hand, 
** or other expofed part of the body, which prefendy 
** encreafed to a moft excruciating degree, and hath 
** fometimes been fuddenly fetal. This diforder was 
•* more particularly obferved in Finland, efpecially abo)it 
*' l^oggy ^ marfhy places, and always in autumn. At 
** length it was dilcovered, that this pain inftantly fuc- 
*^ ceeded fomewhat that dropped out of the air, and in a 
'^ moment penetrated and buried itfeif in the flefh. The 
*' Finlanders had tried variety of applications to no pur- 
*' pofe, until at length a poultice of curds, or cheefe, was 
" found the mofl: efFeftual in eafing the painj and the 
*' event confirmed, that the infeft was allured By this ap- 
" plication to leave the flefli j as on its removal, thiis 
^' worm, no longer than the fixth of an inch, was found in 
*^ it, and thus the caufe of this painful difeafe explained. 
*^ Linnaeus himfelf once fuiFered from this animal the 
*^ effect here fpoken of: but vre owe the complete hiftory 
*' of it and its place in the Syftem, to Dr. Solander, who 
« gave it in to the Royal Society of Sciences at Upfal. 
" (Nov. Ac. Vol. L) Thi^ worm ftands in the Syftem 

^ under 



iier, that his life was endangered** This 
event incited his refearches to difcover the na- 
ture and qualities of thaf venomous worm ; 
which led him to develope and explain thofe 
numerous tribes of infects -f- and worms, that 
had been but imperfedlly dcfcribed by pre- 
ceding naturalifts; and afterwards to throw 
new light upon the whole animal kingdom. 

In 1728 he was removed to the univer/ity 
of Upfala; where his narrow circumftances 
involved him at firft in diftrefles unfriendly to 
the purfuits of fcience, but which did not, 

^ under the name of Furia Infernalis^ p. 1325 j but by 
^' what means this creature is raifed into the air, is as yet 
« unknown." General View of the Writings of Lin- 
naeus, p. 259. 

* Baeck. 

\ " No part cf the f)'ftem of nature," writes Dr. Pul- 
teney, ^ has undergone a greater change dian this dafs ; 
^* neither does our author itand more unrivalled, dian in 
<* the excellent arrangement he has given to this branch 
^ of natural hiftory ; which, before his time^ was nearly 
«* without method." p, lOi. 

And again, ^ The knowledge of Infeds may be iaid to 
^ be the laft branch of natural hiftory that railed its head ^ 
<* notwithftanding which, it has of late attained a high de* 
^ gree of perfe^on : nor can it be too much to attribute 
^ this to the excellent arrangement of Linnaeus, under 
^ whofe aufpices it has extended icfelf beyond all other 
f^ parts of zoology." p. 351, 

however. 



234 T R A V E L S I N T O S W E D E N. B. 7. 

however, obftruft his lifual exertions. His 
poverty is faid to have been fo great, that he 
frequently wanted the common necefiaries of 
life; and was even accuftomed to wear the 
caft-ofF fhocs of his fellow-ftudents, which 
he mended with pafteboard for his own ufe*. 
From this ftate of penury, when he had no 
profpedt of the fmalleft affiftance either from 
his family or friends, he w^as fuddenly relie^aed 
by the learned Olaus Celfius, profeflbr of di- 
vinity, and reftorer of natural hiftory in Swe- 
den ; whofe patronage he cafually acquired 
in the following manner : Celfius, having fre- 
quently noticed him making obfervations in 
-the botanical garden, was aftoni(hed at his 
proficiency in botany, the fmallefl: knowledge 
of which was at that time efteemed a rare qua- 
lification in Sweden ; and being informed of 
his diftrefled fituation, immediately received 
him into his houfe ; admitted him to his table; 
gave him accefs to his library ; and engaged 
his 'afliftance in completing his Hierobotanicoriy 
a work afcertaining the plants mentioned in 
the Holy Scriptures. The favours of this re- 
Ipeftable patron, conferred in fuch extreme 

* Fabricius, 

X neceflity, 



t. 7- L 1 N N 'i5£ U S. . 2.35 

heceflity, he always remembered and acknow- 
ledged with the ilrongeft expreflions of reve- 
rence and gratitude. . - 

Soon afterwards he . attracted the notice ; 
and obtained the patronage, of Qlaus Rud- 
beck, profeflbr of phyfic and botany, on the 
following occafion : An academical differ ta- 
tion, De Nuptiis Arborum *, being read in the 
public jfchools, Linnaeus wrote upon it fome 
obfervations ; wherein he introduced feveral 
remarks upon the generation of plants, to- 
which he had particularly turned his atten- 
tion. Thefe obfervations fell into -the hands 
of Olaus Rudbeck, who was fo ftruck with 
their fagacity and juftnefs, as immediately to 
commence an acquaintance with the author : 
his abilities and knowledge being developed 
upon a nearer intimacy, the profeffor appoint- 
ed hin^ tutor to his fons ; in fome meafure 
diredied his ftudies \ and thought him fuf- 
ficiently qualified, though in the 23d year of 
his age, to read occafional ledures in the bo- 
tanical garden, by which means he obtained a 

* The thefis \% ftyled YaMi(^ (pvluvy five de Nuptiis Ar- 
borum de quibus Differtationem Philologico-criticam pub- 
lico bonorum exatnini fubmittit Petrus Ugla, 23 Dec. 

fmall 
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firiall incoimc; At this period Linnaeus paffed 
his days in herborifing and giving lectures; 
and employed great part of the night in lay- 
ing the foundation of the new fyftem, which 
he had already planned* About this period he 
began to arrange his Bibliotheea Bofanica, his 
c/q^es, and genera plantarum ; from whcfice 
we may colled how early he had fixed the 
principles of that method, which he afterwards 
carried to fuch perfedtion. 

His knowledge was cdlifiderably improved 
by a journey into Lapland in 1732, to which, 
at the recommendation of Rudbeck and Cei- 
lius, he wais deputed by the Royal Society of 
Sciences at Upfala, in order to inveftigate the 
natural hiftory of that unknown region : but 
as he received only a gratuity of about £. 8 
towards defraying his expences, he was oblig- 
ed to travel almoft the whole way on footi 
which he performed with great alacrity and 
fpirit. He commenced this expedition On the 
nth of May 1732 ; ftayed fome time at the 
mines of Fahlun j vifited various parts df 
Lapland ; underwent many hardfhips ; efcaped 
imminent perils ; and returned to Upfala in 
the month of Odtober of the following year, 
after having traverfed near 4000 miles *. Dur- 

* Baeck. 

ing 
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ing Jiis tour he tranfmitted to the Royal So-r 
ciety of Sciences a Florula Lapponica, which 
was printed in their ad:s, and W2is his firft pub- 
lication : in this catalogue of Lapland plants, 
he diipofe4 them according tp the fyftem after- 
wards called the Sexual. 

$oon ^fter his return be continued his lee- 
turps upon botany ; and delivered others alfb 
upon mineralogy and the art of aflaying me- 
tals ; which were the firft oa that fubjed: ever 
given at Upfala ; and from which he acquired 
great applaufe. But being not entitled from 
his ftanding in the univerfity to read ledures, 
a formal complaint was lodged againft hini 
by profeflbr Rofen, phyficiai^ to the king; 
and he had the mortification to receive an ex- 
press prohibition from the academical con- 
liftory. Linnaeus, who began to receive a com-? 
foruble fubfiftence from thpfe ledures, and faw 
no immediate means of maintaining himfelf, 
was fo exafperated at thi^ proceeding ; that he 
drew his fword upon the profeflfor; and might 
have proceeded to violence if he had not been 
prevented. In confequepce of this outrage, he 
would undoubtedly have been expelled from 
the univerfity ; if his patron, Olaus Cclfius, 
had not compromifed the affair *. 
* Fabricius. 
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In this jundlure he was appointed to acn ' 
company the fons of Baron Reuterholm into 
Dalecarlia and Norway. During this tour he 
improved his knowledge of mineralogy, by 
yifiting various mines and forges ; and par- 
ticularly at Fahlun, where he read Jedlures 
upon foflils and the art of affaying, which 
were much frequented : at the fame time he 
obtained the friendfhip of Dr. Morceus, the 
phyfician of the place, to whofe daughter he 
betrothed himfelf. It being the cuftom at 
that time to take a degree in fomc foreign- 
univerfity, and the fituation of Linnaeus not 
being adequate to fuch an expence ; the young 
lady prefented him with an hundred ducats zz 
about £. 50, to take his dodlor's degree at 
Harderwick in Guelderland *. With this view 
he commenced his journey in 17353 and pro- 
ceeded to Copenhagen and Hamburgh, where 
he gave a proof of his accurate knowledge in 
natural hiftory, by difcovering, that a cele- 
brated fnake with feve,n heads, belonging to 
th^' burgomafccr Spreckclfen, and which had 
been long efteemed a great wonder, was a 
mere impofition. Upon the firft infpedlion, 
our naturalift perceived that the fix heads, 

* Fabricius. 

- noiwith- 
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notwithftanding the art with which they were 
joined together, were jaws of weafels covered 
with the ikin of fnakes *• 

Linnaeus, to whom 100 ducats appeared 
an immenfe fum, thought his riches inex- 
hauftible ; and, remaining for a confiderable 
time at Hamburgh, where he was pleafed 
with his iituation, he found himfelf upon his 
arrival in Holland, reduced to extreme ne- 
ceflity, and unable to difburfe the expence of 
a dodbor's degree: he therefore applied by 
letter to Boerhaave; acquainting him that 
he was a perfon who had devoted himfelf to 
the fludy of botany, but who laboured under 
the* moft fevere diftrefles, Boerhaave, the 
friend and proteax)r of fcience, received Lin- 
naeus in his garden : among other topics of 
converfation, he pointed out the Crataegus 
Aria-y and demanded, whether he had ever 
pbferved that plant ? adding, that it had not 
yet been defcribed by any writer. Linnaeus 
anfwered, that it was a native of Sweden, 
and defcribed by Vaillant. Boerhaave fup- 
ported the contrary ; and^ convinced of the 

* The reader will find a plate of diis fadlitious moiifter 
in Seba's Mufeum, Vol. I. Table 102. 

juftnefs 
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juftnefs of his aflertion, becaufc he had him-» 
felf fuperintended the publication of Vaillant*a 
work, immediately brought the book to Lin- 
liacusjf who, without hefitation, referred to 
the defcription, which accurately correfponded 
with the plant in queftion *. From this fpe- 
cimcn of his accurate knowledge in botany, 
Bocrbaave became his patron, and recom- 
mended him to the protedtion of Mr, Clif- 
ford; by whom he w^s appointed fupcrin- 
tcndent of a botanical garden -f-, lately form- 
ed at a very extraordinary expence. In thisf 
' new fituation, highly adapted to his circum- 
ftances and genius, he received a falary of a 
:{; ducat per day -, had the infpedlion of a gar- 
den rich in the choiceft plants ; and was not 
confined to any expence for obtaining every 
fpecies of exotics, and procuring the works 
of the moft eminent botanical authors. In 
addition alfo to thefe favourable opportunities 
of increafing his knowledge, he travelled, at 
the charge of Mr. Clifford, into England and 
prance. During only two years refidencc with 

* Fabriclus. 

+ At Hartcamp, about three miles from Harlem. 

J About 9x. 6ci. 
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Mr. Clifford, he gave to the public many 
works *^ in various branches of natural hif- 
tory; which raifed his reputation very high 
in Europe ; and in which he difcovered an 
amazing fagacity in methodizing and claffing, 
with the niceft difcrimination, the various 
productions in the three kingdoms' of nature. 
In thefe publications he ventured, young and 

* S^ftema Naturae, comprized, as Dn Pulteney fays. 
In twelve pages, and is the outlines of the fucceeding edi- 
tions — Fundamenta Botanica -*- Bibliotheca Botanica-* 
Mufa ClifFortiana — Genera Plantarum — Viridarium Clif- 
Tortianum — Methodus Sexualis— Flora Lapponica-— Cri- 
tica Botanica-*-*Hortus Cliffortianus — Artedi Ichtyologia 
— Clafles- Plantarum. "We cannot fufficientiy," fays Dr. 
Baeck, with juftnefs, « wonder hbw, within fo fliort a fpace 
^* as two years, during which period he was fo conftantly 
" occupied in arranging the. plants of Cliffort*s Garden 
c« according to his fyftem, a;id was fo continually inter- 
" rupted by foreign vifitorsi Linnaeus could alfo find time 
«' to put forth fo many writings, each of which would have 
** been fufficient to have eftablifhed the reputation of a 
*' man of learning ; and thefe writings, founded upon his 
" own difcoveries, and tending to give a new form to a 
*' whole fcience. The materials of fome,' indeed, had been 
<' coUefted and digefted in Sweden ; but it is a faft fcarcely 
*^ credible, that the Hortus Cliffortianus^ a, work which 
*« contains fo much knowledge, fhould have been written 
** and printed in lefs than nine months." For an account 
of thefe various publications fee Pulteney, p. 16—30. 

Vol. IV. R unknown 
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unknown as he was, to commit his new fyf- 
tem to the world ; which, undefended by its 
author, and fupported only by its intrinfic, 
merit, conquered all oppofition from men of 
the firft abilities and decided charader *. ^ 

His refidence in Holland, which had hi- 
therto contributed in fo eflential a manner to 
his rife and improvement. Was at length em- 
bittered by a very dangerous diforder that 
terminated in an ague. He became fudderily 
penfive, difcontented, exprefled ao infurmount- 
able defire to fulfil his matrimonial engage- 
ments ; and was impatient to fliow himfclf 
in Sweden, where he flattered himfelf with 
the profpcdt of a moft honourable reception. 

Having declined many offers of promotion 
in Holland, he quitted that country in the 
fpring of 1738; and, after paffing a fhort 

* Among others the celebrated Dillenius, though he 
candidly acknowl'juged the merits of the Linnaean fyftem, 
coiifcilcu that he was too far advanced in life to ftudy a 
new arrangement. The fame reafons may account for 
the corlnefs of reception he met with from Sir Hans Sloane, 
notwithRc.nJing the following letter of recommendation 
writtcrn by fU'orhaave : " Linn^us^ qui has tibi dahit It- 
" tcraSy eji U7iice di'jnus te vidcre^ unice dlgnus a te videriy qui 
*' ins vidcbit J;77wi^ videbit homlnum par^ cut Jimile vix dahit 
" or bis." See Pukeney, p. 12. 

time 
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time at Paris, arrived at Stockholm in the 
month of September;, where he fettkd as a 
phylician, and married in the following year 
the lady to whom he had betrothed himfelf 
at Fahlun. ^ 

LinnsBUis had returned to his native coun- 
try full of the moft fanguine cxpedtations 
that his merit would be immediately recog- 
nized ; but, to ufe his biographer's * ex- 
preflions, ^ he was aftoniihed to find that he 
** was confidered more as a ftranger among 
** his countrymen than among foreigners/' 
He was fo mortified at this diiappointmcntj. 
and the fmall degree of prafticc which he 
at firft obtained; that he had once refolved tor 
accept the offers of his patrons in Holland; 
or to fetfk at Gottingen, at the eamcft fdr- 
citation of the celebrated Kalfer; But al- 
though his acknowledged merit, and uncom- 
mon reputation, foon fecured to him the pa- 
tronage of feyeral illuftrious perfonages; yet 
he paid the ufual tax of genius, by experi- 
encing a confiderable degree of envy and op- 
pofition ; and though by thefe means he was 
at firft involved in^fome difficulties, only a 

, * Baeck; 
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fliort period elapfcd before he acquired an cx- 
tenfive practice. His moil confiderable and 
zealous patron was count Teflin^ the firfi: 
minifter, whofe coUedion he afterwards dc- 
fcribed in his Mufeum Tejinianum. 

By the intereft of that nobleman he ob- 
tained, in the beginning of 1739, the office 
of phyfician to the fleet ; and a ftipend fh>m 
the ftates for reading ledures in minertdogy 
upon the coUedtion of foffils belonging to the 
board of mines *. Count Teffin alfo recom- 
mended him in fuch ftrong terms to their 
Swedifh majeflies, that they honoured him 
with their patronage. Under his diredion 
the king formed a coUedion of quadrupeds, 
birds, fifhes, and ferpents, at Ulricfdal; and 
the queen of infedts and fhells at Drott- 
ningfholm; both of which have been ac- 
curately dcfcribed by Linnaeus himfelf. Dur- 
ing his refidence at Stockholm, he affifted, 
as I have before obferved, in founding a li- 
terary fociety, which was afterwards called 
the Royal Academy of Sciences; and of which 
he was appointed the firft prefident. 

In 1 74 1 he at length obtained the objed 

♦ Baeck. 

of 



C. 7* L I N N ^ U S. * 245 

of his warmeft ambition, the profeffbrfhip of 
botany in the univerfity of Upfala, Upon 
the death of Roberg, profeflbr of praftical 
medicine and anatomy, Linnaeus was appoint-^ ^ 
ed to fill his chair 5 which he changed, iij 
1742, with profeflbr Rofen, for that of bo- 
tany: he was at the fame time appointed to 
fuperintend the phyfic-garden ; and undertook 
to read ledtures in botany, natural hiftory, 
dietetics, on the knowledge of diforders, and 
tjie materia medica. From this period he 
paflfed the remaining part of his life almoft 
uniformly at Upfala. . 

He turned his principal attention and care 
to the regulation and improvement of the 
botanical garden ; which, at the time of his 
appointment to the profeflbrfhip, fcarcely con- 
tained 40 exotics 5 but produced, in .1748, 
notwithftanding the obftrudtions arifing from 
the feverity of the climate, 1 1 00 fpecies, ex-* 
clufive of indigenous plants and varieties/ His 
own collection of natural hiftory was rich 
only in plants s a circumflance chiefly owing 
to the number of quadrupeds, fhells, and 
infeds, which he prefented to their majefties 
for their cabinets at Ulricfdal and Drottningr 
iholm. His herbarium was highly valuable, 

R 3 from 
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from the number and arrangement of the 
fpecimens. 

By his incomparable ledures he raifed the 
'* univerfity to the higheft repute ; and induced 
many foreigners to refort to Upfala. He was 
always attended by a numerous audience; and 
his great art was not only in fatisfying the 
curiofity, but in gaining the afife<9ion and 
efteem of the ftudents. His lectures were dif- 
tinguifhed by the concifenefs and precifion 
fo confpicuous in his works ; and yet were 
delivered with a fpirit and animation which 
irrefiftibly caught the attention of his hearers: 
for he fpoke with a perfuafion which was 
infpired by his deep infight, his juft concep- 
tions and his zealous ardour for the know- 
ledge of nature *. He diffufed a fudden fpi- 
rit of inquiry 3 and kindled among his ftu- 
dents a new zeal for the ftudy of natural 
hillory. During the firil years of his re- 
fidence at Upfala, he gave pubhc herbori- 

fing 

* Bxck and Fabricius. Nothing can mark the phi- 
lofopher's paHion for natural hiftory more than thefe cx- 
prefiions in a letter to Mr. Pennant on the following oc- 
cafion. Having received the firft notice of the Anomia 
retufa (Syft. Nat. 1151. N° 225.) being found in a re- 
cent 
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fing leftures in fpring and fummer. In 
thefe botanical excurfions he was attend- 

cent ftate, from Mr. Pennant, who obfcrvecj one adher* 
ing to a fea-plant drawn out of the Norwegian feas, he 
wrote to him, " Pro gaudio exultans quod detexeras con- 
<* cham anomiam a nullo mortalium antea vifam, quaque 
** facem accenderas fcientia natural! luculentiiSmam in 
** deperditis hue . ufque concharum generibus, De hac 
« concha die noSuque cogito; de eo loquorhodie; nodu 
*< de eo fomnio." Dec 3, 1756. 

In another letter to our Engllfh zoologift he tkus ac- 
kn6wledges a prefent of his Synopfis of Qviadrupeds, and 
candidly allows the merit of the work, although it di^cred 
in fome refpe£l from his own method of claliing anirrah^, 
** Diu audivi D. Troill fecum adduxifle dona tua, tiu^e 
" avidilfime exfpedbvi. Redux tandem pridie ad nos ac- 
« ceffit, et mihi obtulit Synopftn tuam of Quadrupeds et 
" Zoologiam Indicam. Pro hngulis grates reddo quas 
" unquam poflim calidiffimas. Synopfin tuam legam et 
** releoram millies. Multa in eo occurrunt leftu mi*"i 

o 

•* jucundiffiraa, et maxime utilia iquae in fuccum et fan- 

* guinem. ^Perlefto hoc opere multa a te quaeram 

^ nee unquam me ingratum fontias. — Non de method© 
^ difputabo; mihi perinde erit utrum naturse cuhor fit 
^* Lutheranus, Calvinianus, Judaicus,^ aut Mahometanus, 

* unice notitiam fpecierum quaeram. O utinam viderem 
^^ reliqua tua opera imprimis de avib :s, quam multa inde 
" addifcerem quae etiamnum me fugiunt.— Tua Indian 
' Zoology pcrpuichra erat ; pulcherrimae figurse rariflima- 
« rum certc avium; deicriptiones etiam exacliiUmae. — 
« Vale plura proxime." Upfaliie, 1773, d. 2. Maii. 

The public are now under frefli obligations to Mr. Pen- 
lant, for his long expefted work. The Ar£kic Zoology. 

R 4 cd 
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cd with a band of trumpets and French- 
horns; and fallied out at the head of 200 
or 300 ftudents, divided into detached com- 
panies. When Linnaeus was inclined to ex- 
plain any curious plant, bird, or infeft, which 
had either fallen under his own notice, or 
was brought to him by any of the ftudents j 
the ftragglers were called together by the 
found of mufic, and crowding round their 
mafter liftened in refpedful filence while he 
offered his obfervations *• 

His reputation was now fo widely fpread 
jn foreign countries ; that he received the 
moft flattering invitations to Peterfburgh, to 
Gottingen, and particularly to Madrid ; where 
he was offered by the king of Spviin a very con- 
fiderable flipend -f-, the rank of nobility, and 
the toleration of his religion. But the pro- 
fpeft even of the mofl fplendid advantages 
could not feduce him from his native country; 
where he had acquired the efleem of his 
fovereign, and the gc^neral refped: of his coun- 

* I am indebted to Sir John Cullum for this anecdote, 
who received it from Dr. Solander ; and it has been fince 
confirmed to me by Mr. JDryandcr, a Swedifh gentleman, 
who frequently attended thefe botanical excurfions. 

f A penfion cf 2000 pifl-oles, Pulteney, p. 35. 

trymen, 
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trymen, which he maintained until the day 
of his death. 

His fervices in promoting every branch of 
natural hiftory were acknowledged in the full- 
eft manner; and every, afliftance aflbrded to 
his endeavours to improve and diiFufe his fa- 
vourite fcience. ^ A new houfe was raifed for 
him, at the public expenft, clofe to the phy- 
lic-garden: he was occafionally deputed by ^ 
the ftates to make excurfions into various parts 
of Sweden, with a view to the advancement 
of natural hiftory. For this purpofe, he, at 
different times, vifited the Iflands of Goth- 
land and Oeland, the provinces of Skone and 
Weft Gothland; and communicated to the 
public, in his native language, the Itinerariesi 
of his Travels, which are faid to be replete 
with curious and philofophical obfervations ; 
the general purport of which was principally 
directed in adapting natural hiftory to oeco- 
nomical ufes. Many of his fcholars * were 

* Kalm joufneyed to North America j Haflelquift to 
Smyrna, Egypt, and Paleftinej Ternftroem, Toren, and 
Ofl)eck, to China; Rolander to Surinam j Loefling to 
Spain and North America; Forfkal to Arabia; Thim- 
berg to the Cape of Good Hope, Batavia, and Japan ; 
Sparman to the Cape and South Seas ; and above all, the 
much t© be regretted Dr. Solander round the world. 

- 6 alfo. 
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alfb^ under his aufpices^ difpatched to yarioas 
parts of the world, at the expeoce of the 
public, or of particular fockties; and they 
all feem to have caught from their beloved 
mafter a fpirit of emulation and zeal for 
fcience : the communications which he re- 
ceived from their unremitted labours fumiihed 
him with fuch i^ormation as enabled bis 
comprehenfive mind to appropriate, as it were, 
their difcoveries, and to "exemplify in a 
** more perfect and detailed manner his fyf- 
*' tern of nature *." Thus his genius may 
be faid to have difFufed itfelf through the moft 
diftant regions of the globe; and his fpirit 
ftill continues to animate the zealous difciples 
of the Linnasan fchool. 

The following circumftances, relative to his 
deceafe, are related by his Swedifh biogra- 
pher -f-. In May 1774, while he was read- 
ing ledures in the botanical garden, he was 
feized with an apopleftic ftroke, that was fol- 
lowed by a debility which he himfclf pro- 
nounced the forerunner of death. His limbs 
were affcded to fuch a degree, that he could 
not be moved without extreme pain and dif- 

* Pultcncy, p. 34. t Baeck. 

ficulty. 
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ficulty. In autumn, however, he was fome- 
what recovered ; which he, in the enthufiafin . 
of fciencc, imputed to a prefent of feveral 
hundred rare plants, fent to him by the king. 
Th?fe plants, brought from Surinam by Dahl- 
berg, a Swedifh officer, were fo well preferv- 
ed in fpirits, that their flowers, fruit, and 
leaves, were diftinftly vifible. He found great 
amufement and confolation in arranging and 
publifhing a fhort defcription of them, under 
the title of Plant ce Surmamen/es, which was 
his laft performance. In June 1776, he was 
afflidted with a fecond ftroke of apoplexy, 
which reduced him to fo weak a ftate,* that, 
to ufe his own expreffions in his ^Journal, 
** Linnaeus limps, can hardly move, fpeaks 
** unintelligibly, and can fcarcely write/' In 
the feme year a paralytic ftroke deprived him 
of the ufe of his right fide, and confined him 
wholly to his bed. His ftrength gradually 
forfook him; his mental faculties were im- 
paired; and an ague, attended by a dropfy, 
brought on a tranquil difiblution on the loth 
of January 1778, in the 71ft year of his age. , 
His remains were interred in the cathedral 
of Upfala, with all the funeral honours which 
gratitude and refpeft could infpire. The king 

of 
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of Sweden ordei^ a medal to be ftruck ex- 
preflive of the dejection of fcience upon the 
deceafe of Linnaeus, and a nK>nument to be 
ered^ed over his a(hes: his majefty alfo at- 
tended the meeting of the Academy of Sci- 
ences» in which his commemoration fpeech 
was delivered; and, as a ftill higher tribute 
to his memory, lamented, in a fpeech from 
the throne to the diet of 1778, the irre- 
trievable lofs which Sweden had fufFered firom 
his death *. 

The moft trifling anecdotes relative to the 
perfon and character of fuch eminent men as 
Linnq^us cannot fail of being particularly in- 
terefting ; and our curiofity in thefe refpeds 
will be highly gratified by the following de- 
tail of a -f- naturalift perfonally acquainted 
with him ; who reprefents him chiefly in pri- 
vate and domefliic fcenes ; which, though they 
place every charafter in the trueft light, yet 
too often efcape the notice of biographers. 

** I had the good fortune of enjoying the 
** infl:ru6tions, protection, and familiar ac-» 
^ quaintance of Linnaeus, from 1762 to 1764. 

* Pulteney, p. 212. f Fabricius. 

" Nq 
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** No day pafled in which I did not fee him 5 
** none in which I did not attend his ledtures, 
*' or converfe with him in the moft friendly 
^* manner. In fummer I followed him into 
*f the country, accompanied by two friends, 
*^ Kuhn and Zoega, who were foreigners as 
^* well as myfelf: in winter we took up our 

V abode oppofite to his houfe at Upfala; 
** where he vifited us almoft every day without 
^* form, in his red night-gown and green cap 
*' lined with' fur, and with his pipe in his 

V hand. His converfation was lively and 
^* agreeable : he would amufe us with many 
^* anecdotes relative to the naturalifts* both 
** native and foreign, whom he had formerly 
** known ; he .would frequently refolve dif- 
** ficulties which occurred to us in the pro- 
** grefs of our ftudies, and often fevpured us 
** with occafional inftruftions. During our 
** unreftrained intercourfe, he would frequent- 
^ ly burft into loud fits of laughter ; hi^ 
^* countenance would brighten with pleafure ; 
*' and his mind would expand with a degree 
** of opennefs and freedom, which fhowed 
** his natural inclination to fociablenefs and 
** friendihip. Not lefs joyous was our coun- 
^^ try life. We dwelled in a farm-houfe at a 

« fmall 
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*• (maH diftance from his habitation. Lin- 
** nseus in fummer generally rofe at four*; 
*• would frequently call upon us at fix ; arid, 
^ having breakfafted, would read ledhires upoa 
•* the Ordmer naturaks plantarum -until ten. 
** Then we attended him to the neighbour- 
** ing rocks, where he had fufficient employ-* 
** ment in defcfibing and detailing their dif- 
** ferent produftions till mid-day, the ufiial 
•* hour of his dinner; after which we re- 
•* paired to his houfe, and paffed the evening 
•* in his company. Every Sunday we reeciv- 
** ed a vifit from Linnaeus and his wh<^ fe- 
** mily; on which occafion we always pro- 
** vided a peafant who played upon a kind of 
** violin, and danced in the barn with infinite 
'* fatisfaftion. In truth, though our ball was 
'* not very fplendid ; our fociety not nume- 
" rous; our mufic not fuper-excellent ; our 
" minuets and Polifli dances not diverfified; 
** yet we amufed ourfelves not a little. The 
** old man, who generally fat fmoking his 

* " In fummer," fays Dr. B?eck, " he ufually flept only 
" from 10 to 3; and in winter from 9 to 6. Whenever 
" he perceived himfelf fatigued with too much applica- 
** tion, he quitted his ftudy, and relieved himfelf with fo- 
^ ciety." 

" pipe 
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« pipe with my friend Zoega, and looked 
** on, would now and then ftart up and join 
** himfelf in a Polifli dance, in which he far 
** furpafled the youngeft of the company.: 
«* Thofe days and hours will never be for* 
** gotten by me, but will always be recollefted 
•* with pleafure. 

** Linnaeus was fmall in ftature, and ap- 
** peared ftill fliorter from a habit of ftooping*. 
** He was thin, but well-made ; and when I 
** knew him, age had already begun to mark - 
" his forehead with wrinkles. His counte* 
** nance was open ; alnioft always ferene ; and 
•^ his 0yes were the moft expreffive I ever be*- 
^ held : they were fmall indeed, but lively and 
** piercing beyond defcription ; I do not recoU 
*♦ left their colour, but their glances would now 
** and then penetrate and read my very foul. 
** The engraving prefixed to the Species PJan--. 
** tarum is a very ftriking refemblance of him* 
** His mind was noble; his underftanding 
** was quick and acute. His great pre-emi-» 
** nence confifted in the regular connection of 
'^ his ideas ; and all his words and aidUons 
** were orderly and fyilematic. In his youth 
^* his memory was ftrong, but began to fail 
** at a very early period of hia life. I per-r 
8 *' reived 



€€ 
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** ccived feveral inftances of his not being 
** able to remember the ntoies of his neareft 
acquaintance ; and once in particular found 
him in great diftrefs, having juft written a 
** letter to his father-in-law, whofe name he 
*' had abfolutely forgotten* His heart waS 
•* open to every impreffion of joy ; he loved 
** pleafantry, and was fond of fociety ; was an 
*' exceUent companion; cheerful' and agree- 
** able in his converfation ; of fanciful wit ; and 
** poffefled a happy talent of introducing and 
•* applying appoiite anecdotes. His paifion^ 
*' were flrong and violent ; he was hafty and 
^ choleric, but foon appeafed. His friend- 
" fhips were warm and unalterable, and more 
♦* particularly to his favourite fcholars; his 
^* attachment was always founded upon a love 
" of fcience ; he was fo fortunate as to ex- 
** perience few inftances of ingratitude ; arid 
** it is well known with what zeal his difciples 
" returned his friendftiip, and how frequently 
" they engaged in his defence. 

" Though his love of fame was boundlefs, 
*' and his motto, Famam extendere foBisy the 
" true image of his foul ; yet this ambition 
^* had no other objed: than literary eminence \ 
** and never degenerated into an ofFenfive and 

** unfocial 
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*' unfocial pride. Nor was the rank, to which 
«* he had been raifed by the favour of his fo- 
** vereign, any otherwife agreeable to him 
** than as a mark of his high reputation in 
** fcience. In matters relative to botany he 
** could not eafily brook any contradiction : 
*^ he thankfully, indeed, received and ufed the 
** annotations of his friends for the improve- 
** ment of his works ; but- he difdained the 
** attacks of his opponents; and, by never 
** replying, configned them to that oblivion 
^' in which they have long been buried. He 
** was himfelf liberal in his encomiums, and 
*^ not difpleifed with being admired, which 
^* feems to have been his principal foible : his 
** love of praife, however, was founded on the 
** ftrong perception of his own excellence ; on 
** his acknowledged improvements of natural 
** hiftory ; and upon the cohfcioufiiefs of being 
** efteemed the firft fyftematic writer of the 
*^ age. Tournefort, as he often aflured me, 
*' he had looked up to from his youth as the 
** mafter whom he had propdfed to imitate ; 
*' and whom he fopn furpafled in a very con- 
** fiderable degree. . 

** His way of life was moderate and par- 
" fimonious; and he has been accufed of co- 

VoL. IV.' ' S " vetoufnefs. 
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" vetoufnefs *. I cannot, however, biit hold 
" him in fome meafure excufed^ if he placed 
*' too high a value upon money, the want of 
** which he had fo long and fo feverely cx- 
" perienced. It may alfo be urged in his de- 
" fence; that the habits of extreme parfi^ 
" mony, which he had contradied under the 
" moft preffing neceflities, adhered to him af- 
" terwards ; and could not be fliakcn off even 
** in times of affluence. I iiever, however, 
" perceived that his frugality degenerated in-* 
** to fordid avarice ; and I can allege my own 
*' example as an inftance to the contrary. He 
" refufed in fo peremptory a manner to accept 
^' the acknowledgment due to him for reading 
** lectures to us during the whole fummer; 
*^ that we were obliged (after having in vain 
** endeavoured to force it upon him) to leave 
'* it fecretly behind us." 

To the honour of his country and the pre- 
fent age, Linnasus reaped the advantage of his 

^ It is a fufficient refutation of the charge of avancey 
that " though he was extremely fparing in his own private 
*' expences ; yet he was liberal in entertaining his friends, 
'< and in afts of charity ; and that he always remitted to 
^ poor ftudents what was due to him for attending his lec- 
« tures." B«ck. 

fuperior 
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fuperior genius by the unfolicited accumula- 
tion of wealth and honours. In 1753 he was 
created a knight of the Polar-flar, and en- 
nobled in 1756. 

His writings brought him, on accoiJnt of 
their number, no inconfiderable emolument * ; 
while his falary as profeflbr, his prad:ice as a 
phyfidan, and the prefents which he occa- 
iionally received from his fcholars, rendered 
him cafy and independent. He purchafed in 
the neighbourhood of Upfala two eftates, at 
Hanunarby and at Saefja; at. the former of 
which he built a villa ; and at his deceafe be- 
queathed an ample provifion to his widow and 
children. He left four daughters and one 
fbn, Charles Linnaeus, who fqcceeded him in 
the profeflbrfliip, and died on the firft of No- 
vember 1783. 

The name of Linnaeus maybe claffed amongft 
thoie of Newton, Boyle, Locke, Haller, Euler, 
and other great philofophers, who were friends 
to religion : he always^ teftified in his conver- 
iations, writings, and actions, the higheft re- 
verence for the Supreme Being ; and was fo 
ftrongly impreffed with the idea of onuii- 

♦ A ducat, or about gs. 6d. each flxeet. Fabricius, 

S 2 prefence. 
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prefence, that he wrote over the door of his 
library : Innociii vivite^ numen adejl. 

The great merits of Linnaeus, as a naturaiifl^ 
are to be eftimated from the rude ftate in 
which he found all the branches of natural 
liilTioiy, and the perfection to which he car- 
ried them ; in drawing order from conftifion, 
and perfpicuity from darknefs: his under* 
landing, comprehenfive, yet accurate, was ca- 
pable of •combining and arranging an almoft 
infinite variety of obje^ls ; which the magni- 
tude of the greateft could not fatigue, nor the 
i!!fignificance of the fmalleft elude. The mere 
catalogue of his works v/ould make an or- 
(Unary pamplilet; and it would require no 
liirali volame to trace even the outlines of his 
iyftcm, now diftinguifned by the appellation 
of Liiinaian, wliicli new methodized and re- 
formed the whole compais of natural hiftory. 
In thefe extenfive and various purfuits, we 
knov/ not which to admire moft ; his intimate 
knowledge ;" his fertility of invention ; his in- 
defatigable induflry ; his fcientific arrange- 
ment; or that wonderful exaftnefs in difcrimi- 
nating, where the minuteft fhades of difference 
oi'e fcarcely perceptible* 

The 
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The reader, who is defirous of further in- 
telligence concerning this great naturalift, 
will find his curiofity amply gratified from 
the perufal of Dr. Pulteney's " General View 
^* of the Writings of Linnasus/' In that ex- 
cellent publication the ingenious author has 
detailed a lift of his numerous works, me- 
thodically clafi!ed according to the aera of their 
appearance; to which is fubjoined a critical 
account of their general contents. He has 
alfo traced the progrefs, and laid open the 
leading principles of the Linnaean fyftem, with 
a mafterly precifion and accuracy, which could 
enly be derived from the moft perfed: know-.^ 
}edge of the iubjeit. 
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CHAP. VIII. 

Remarks en the writings g/'Wallerius, Cron- 
ftedt, and Btrgmzn.^—Analyjis of the Sck^ 
graphia Mineralis. 

THE contents of this chapter being at 
my requeft communicated to me by 
Dr. Pulteney, I claim no other merit thai) 
that o£ giving it to the public. 

" The public revenue and wealth of Sweden 
** being intimately connected with the mincs^ 
^ particularly thofe of iron, mineralogy has 
*' been eminently encouraged and cultivated 
** in that kingdom. To this caufe we may, 

in a great meafure, attribute the acknow- 
*' ledged fkill of the Swediih chymifts, as fu- 
** perior to thofe of many other nations : for 
" how much foever we owe to the labours 
^* of Pott and Margraaf, and feveral other 
** Germans ; it is to the Swedes that we are 
** indebted for the firft rational fyftem of mi- 
" neralogy. Among thofe who principally 
^* taught the method of arranging thefe un- 
^' organisjed bodies, we muft not omit the 
5 '' great 
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** great Linnaeus : he laid the bafis of what 
*^ may be called the claflical foundation of 
^^ his fyftem, in the chymical analyfis ; hav- 
^ ing early diftributed the earths into Cal- 
** careous> Vitrefcent, and Apyrous, and efta- 
*^ biiihed his orders and genera, on figure, 
** colour, hardnefs, and other fenfible qua- 
^^ lities. This fyftem was, in a great mea- 
** fore, adopted by Wallcrius. But it is to 
^* Cronftedt that we owe the full and more 
^ preeife difpofition of thefe fubjedts, accord- 
** ing to their conftituent parts and prin- 
^ ciples: and it muft be allowed, that the 
** difcoveries of the Swedifh minera]pgifts and 
*^ ch)m3iifts have, within a few years; greatly 
'^ advanced this branch of knowledge. 

^^ Wallerius publifhed at Stockholm, in 
•* 1747? the firft fketch of his fyftem in 
•^ the Sw€;difli tongue ; and he has preferved 
•* nearly the fame arrangement in the fub- 
^* fequent editions of 1754 and 1778. In 
•* the following year he gave to the world 
^ a diflertation ^ On the Nature and Origin of 
*^ Nitre;* and in 1751, after he had been 
** nwninated profefFor of chymiftry, metal- 
** hirgy, and pharmacy, an academical differ- 
^ tetioa ^ On the Principles of Vegetation/ 

S4 '' Soon 
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" Soon after his appointment to the pro- 
" fefibrihip, he printed in his native lan- 
" guage, * An Epiftle on the true Nature, 
*^ Utility, and Excellence of Chyroiftry.' 
" In the next year, in addition to his traf3;.on 
** Vegetation, he publiflied another, relative 
" to ' The Methods and Ufe of rencfering 
** Seeds fertile, by wafhing or infufing them 
" for a certain Time in various Kinds of Li- 
** quors '/ and in the rcfult he gives it as his 
** opinion, that fuch methods are generally 
** hazardous. 

*' In the fame year Wallerius put forth, in 
** the 7th volume of the Aula Academice Na- 
" turce Curiojorufiiy a paper ^ On the bell 
" Method of malting Tar from the Pine and 
^' Fir Trees ;' in which he takes occafion to 
*' treat of the principles of tar- water, the me- 
*V dicinal fame whereof had, by means of the 
*^ Bifhop of Cloyne's Sirisy fpread over all 
^' Europe. In the fame a6ts he has written 
" * On the ftellated or arborcfcent appearance 
*^ on the Regidus Antimonit\ and gives direc- 
*' tions to prepare the regulus fo as to fucceed 
^' in rendering the ftar vifible ; obferving, that 
" it depends on the antimony being more or 
^^ lefs deprived of its fulphur. This year 

" produced 
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^* produced from the profeffor a thefis, con- 
** taining ' Some Striiflures on* the erroneous 
**_ Method of preparing certain Chymieal Re- 
*^ medies :' a iignal proof of his application of 
true chymieal knowledge to the real advan- 
tage of practical medicipe. In the adts of 
the Royal Society of Stockholm for 1754, 
the profeffor has defcribed the method of 
making, frbm mercury alOne, the arhr 
** dianie, or what has been called the philofo- 
** phical tree. In Vol. XXI. for 1760, with 
*V equal ability, he inquires into ' the nature 
** of that earth ^Yhich exifts in all vegetables 
f< and animals as a principle of their compo- 
^^ fition C and he here takes occafion to fpeak 
** of the^ niethod of obtaining pure earth of 
f *. this - Ijin4, from water by trituration, as 
^* mentioned by EUer : a fa6t which has been 
f* much doubted, ^nd difputed, by many fub- 
-** fequent philpfophers and chymifts. In thefe 
*' ads alfo, for the year 1765, we find the re- 
** fult of his examination of platina, by which 
** it appears that he thought it a real metal, 
*^ and not, as fome have judged, either a recre- 
^^ ment, or a mixed metal. 

" In 1 76 1 he pub|ifhed ^n ^cidemical dif- 
^^ fertation, under the title of ^ Chymieal Prin- 

" ciples 
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^* ciplcs <^ Agriculture/ in quarto, nearly of 
^ 300 pages ; in which the various methods 
** of fertilizing different foils, by manures, 
•* and other proceflcs, are difcuffed. About 
^' the fame tkne he wrote, in the Swedifh 
•' tongue, a thefis, on occafion of ibme mif- 
** chief done at UpfiJa by lightning, intended 
*' to prove the perfed: iimilarity between the 
** matter of lightning and ekdrical fire. In 
** 1768 Wallerius gave to the world a large 
** volume in o&slvo^ in Latin, ' On the Ele- 
^ ments of Metallurgy,' in which he has co- 
•^ pioufly delivered the principles of the doci- 
^ maftic art. The fame year he alfo put 
** forth what he calls * Lucubrations on all 
** the Syftems of Mineralogical Writers,' and 
^' on the ^ method of conftrufting a rational 
** claflification of the foflil kingdom/ This 
** is a work of much labour and erudition j 
*^ and is highly gratifying to a curious fearcher 
" into nature. He begins with the earliefl: 
** writers on the fubjedt, and follows tfeem 
** through each century to the prefent time. 
** He has exemplified the latter part of his 
" lucubrations in his own fyftem, of which 
" he publiihed the firft volume in a Latin 
" edition in 1772, and the fecond in 1778. 

'' This 
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*f Thijp work muft be confidered as hk ca- 
^* pital performance. The French edition of 
** 1754 had been in great eftimation and 
** conftant ufe : this is much enlarged ; and, 
*^ by being rendered into Latin, is become 
*^ mtore fcientific, and betto" adapted to ge- 
*' nersd ufe. The grelt treafure of enidition 
** and experimental knowledge which it con- 
^^ tains, makes k unqueAionably one of the 
*^ moft valuable books on Ae fcicnoe 5 and, 
^' in defiance of all changes of fyftems or 
*' circumftanccs in mineralogy and chymiftry, 
^* it muft long remain a ftriking . inftancc of 
*^ the labour, learning, and fcience of its 
** audior, Be&ie the excellent arraDgc?ment 
** given to the Whcfc fiabjedt, and the wcll- 
^* defined characters of each ckfe, order, and 
** gehu«, it is enridhed at the end of each 
** genus with copious JcJboHap containing the 
^ opinions of preceding authors on the fe- 
" veral fubftances ; and he coiadudes with 
" his own idea of the triie nature or com- 
'* pofition of each. One of the latefl: of his 
•^ works is his Medkatimes de Origtne Mundi^ 
" printed at Stockholm, an oiftayo, 1779, 
** pp. 242. It is to be expeAed, that many 
*' of the principles contained in this work 

" relating 
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*' relating to fire, light, fixed air, &c. and 
" much of his reafoning, particularly on the 
*^ inflammable, faline, and aqueous principles 
^* in bodies, will not be received by all the 
** philofophers of this country ; nor his theory 
** of the formation of this globe, be thought 
" fatisfedtory. Yet, the learning he has dif- 
*^ played, and his well-intended folicitude to 
** reconcile his fyftem, and the changes of the 
** elements, to the Mofaic account of thfe crea- 
•* tion, will enfure his work a candid reception 
** among all who are inclined to fpeculate on 
" thefe intricate fubjedts, and are friendly to 
^^ religion. 

" This learned man, after having filled the 
*' chair for thirty years with high reputation, 
" refigned in 1767 the profeflbrfhip ; and was 
*^ honoured by his fovereign with the order of 
*' Vafa. Wallerius is now above eighty, and 
" ftill continues to enjoy, at his houfe near 
f' Upfala, a literary retirement. 

" Axel Frederic Cronftedt, the excellent 
'' Cronftedt, as he is juftly called, defcended 
" from a noble German family naturalized 
" in Sweden, was a native of Sudermanland, 
" and was born in 1722. He ftudied mi- 
^^ neralogy under Wallerius, Swab, and TUas. 

'' He 
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^ He commenced his walk in this field of 
** fcience by a difcovery whicli foon: rendered 
^' him confpicuous, that of a new femimetal, 
*' called Nickel. He gaVe the firft inti- 
** mation of it in a paper publifhed in the 
•* Stockholm A<3:s,. for the year 175 1 ; and 
** he detailed fome experiments made upon it, 
" in the fame work, for the year 1754. In 
** 1753 he publifhed Obfervations * on .Gyp- 
'* fum ;' and in the fixtecnth volume: of the 
*' Adts for 1755, gave .,a xuiious. account of 
5* iilver jprecipitated firom water in the Kongf- 
** berg mines. In- 1756 '' Cronftedt diftin- 
^*guiihed himfelf by i the difcovery of the 
'* Zeolite, which he firft named, and fepairated 
^* as a diftinft ftone, eonfiiling of a . peculiar 
^^ earth, as its bafis : his obfervations on it 
** were printed in the Stockholm A6ts for 
5*. that: year. Profeflbr Bergman has fince 
f found, by analyzing, zeolite, that it confifts 
'*. of a mixture of filiceous, argillaceous, and 
*^ calcareous earth. 

'' In the fame Ads,: Vol. XVIII. for 1757, 
*' he published an ingenious* paper,: with a 

view to detedt the colouring principle in 
^^ the cow- wheat (MefaAipyruhi arvenfejy the 
*' flalks of which, when faded, acquire a fine 

" blue 
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** Uttc colour. They jdeld Ais colour to 
^ water; and it is not deftroyed either by 
'^ vinegar» or fplrit of vitriol^ or by alkalis, 
*^ unlefs boiled together with thefe latter; 
^^ which led him to fufpeA that a vegetable 
•• dye, or pigment, might be extraded from 
<< this plant. In 1758, at which time he was 
^ diredor of the mines of Dalecarlia and 
« Weftmanland, Cronftedt publiflied his • Ef- 
^ fay towards a Syftem of Mineralogy.' It 
^ was printed in the Swedifh language, and 
** without the name of the author. In 1760, 
'* it was tranflated into German ; and in 1770, 
" into Englifh ; and is now in the hands of 
** all diligent inquirers into the knowledge of 
" foffils, Wallerius himfelf has called it Opus 
** ^ne pari. The author, not being led away 
" with what he calls Figuromania^ but neg- 
♦^ ledting the external appearances of mineral 
** bodies, has fucceeded beyond all others, in 
" claffing them according to their conftituent 
" principles. This method obliges him to 
*^ make no diftindtion between earths and 
** ftones; and to throw into an appendix all 
** that are called figured extraneous foffils, 
*' which had held fo diftinguilhed a rank in 
*' former fyftems. 

" In 
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^ In the Stockholm A&s for 176 1, he has 
^ given fbme inftrudions relating to the choice 
'^ of ftone for building; and hints at the 

pra<9:icability of ufing the flag of iron fmelt- 

ing houfesy by ninning/it into ♦ moulds for 
** bricks ; which hiijt is profecuted in a fub-^ 
** iequent paper of the year 1763, advifing, 
•• that the lime which is ufed fhould be re- 
^ duced into fine powder. In the &me vo- 
** lume he communicates fome obfervations 
** * on the Phyfical Geography of the Pro- 
*• vince of Jemtland in Sweden/ In the 
•• 25th volume for 1764, Cronftedt delivered 
** in a procefs on platina, when melted with 
^* nickel and fulphur ; ^ which he found re- 
^ coverable in the form of a black powder, 
^* by diflblving the mixed fubftance in aqua 
^ fortis* 

. *' It is to be lamented that this able man 
** did not live longer, to improve ftill further 
•* that fcience he fo much enlightened. He 
** died in 1765, in the 43d year of his 
'' age." 

A pofthumous work of this accurate mi- 

♦ This is now praftifed at die forges at Briftol ; and 
there ore long ranges of wall near Bath covered with this 
material. 

ncralogift 
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neralogift has lately made its appearance. 
"For fome time before his death he was em- 
ployed in arranging and - preparing for the 
prefs an account of the mines of Wcftman- 
land and Dalecarlia, • of which he was fupcr- 
intendent. A copy of this performance, ori- 
ginally written by the author in the Swedish 
tongue, which he completed but did not live 
to publilh, was fortunately procured by Mr. 
Georgi, adjund: to the Imperial Academy of 
Sciences at St. Peterlburgh; who has given 
to the world a German tranflation of it under 
the following title *, " Cronftedt's Minerajo- 
" gical Account of the Mines of Weftman- 
" land and Dalecarlia, from his own obfer- 
" vations and rcfearches ;' a work replete 
with much curious information^ and remark- 
able for that accuracy and precifion, which 
fo highly diftinguiih all his other writings. . 

*^ I regret that it is not in my power to 
" furnifli the recider with more particular 
" anecdotes of profcflbr Bergman. He very 
" early diftin^uilhed himfclf by a ftrong at- 
" tachment to fcience; and was, at a young 

♦ " Mineral Gefchlchte xieber Weftmanlandifchc unJ 
** Dalecarlirdic Erdgcburgc auf Beobachtungcn und.Un- 
" terfuechungcn gcgrucndetj" &c, 

" period 
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** period of his life, made profeffor of mathe- 
*^ matics and natural philofophy in the uni- 
•* verfity of Upfala. We find him, fo early 
** as the year 1756; in the 17th volume cf 
** the Stockholm Ads, correding a miftake 
^ of the celebrated Linnaeus ; who, for want 
*V of more perfedl information, had dfefcribed, 
^* under the name of coccus aquaticus, the 
** egg of a fpecies of the leech genus ; andj 
*1 in the fubfequent year, he gave an accurate 
*^ defcription of that genus, which was afrer- 
** wards generally adopted by Linnaeus him- 
^ felf. 

** In 1759 he publilhed a papet contain- 
** ing * A Review of the feveral Explana- 
** tions which Natural Philofophcre' have given 
** of the Rainbow i' and, in 1 760, fomd 
*• thoughts * on the Origin of thofe kinds of 
** Meteors which are not accompanied by any 
** fenfible found or explofion ; and a paper on 
** the opinions held by philofophers, relating 
^' to the twilight ; to which he has prefixed 
** the account of Mairan's aniicrepufculumy of 
*' that of the horizon oppofite to the fun. In 
** 1761 and 1762 pi^ofeffor Bergman wrote, in 
<* the Swediih AcSs, on the fubjed of elec- 

VoL. IV. '\. " tricitv. 
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the following title *, " Cronftedt's Minerajo- 
*^ gical Account of the Mines of Weftman- 
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with much curious information^ and remark- 
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** period of his life, made profeffor of mathe- 
*^ matics and natural philofophy in the uni- 
•* verfity of Upfala. We find him, fo early 
*^ as the year 1756^ in the 17th volume cf 
** the Stockholm Ads, correding a miftake 
^ of the celebrated Linnaeus ; who, for want 
** of more perfedl information, had dfefcribed, 
/* under the name of coccus aquaticus, the 
** egg of a fpecies of the leech genus ; and^ 
** in the fubfequent year, he gave an accurate 
*^ defcription of that genus, whicfh was afrer- 
** wards generally adopted by Linnaeus him- 
^ felf. 

*' In 1759 he publifhed a paper contain- 
** ing * A Review of the feveral Explana- 
^* tions which Natural Philofophcre' have given 
*^ of the Rainbow i and, in 1 760, fomd 
** thoughts * on the Origin of thofe kinds of 
•* Meteors which are not accompanied by any 
" fenfible found or explofion ; and a paper on 
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VoL. IV. "V " tricitv. 
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*^ tricity, in confequence of a corrcfpondence 
" with Mr, Wilfon ; and particularly on the 
" cledrical quality of Iceland chryftal, and 
^* double refrafting fpar. In the year 1763 
** he again diftinguilhed himfelf among the 
" cntomologifts, by a paper on the tentbredo; 
" OF faw-fly, the caterpillars of which had 
" commonly been confounded with thofe of 
" the butterfly and moth, until he difcovcrcd 
** that the feet in the latter are never more* 
*^ than fixteen, but that in the tentbredo they 
** always exceed that number. The lame' 
" year produced from the author, a refult of 
*' Ibme eledrical experiments, made with filk 
" of various colours,/but which did not prove 
*' fatisfaftory. 

*' In 1767, on the rcilgnation of Wallerius, 
•^ ?vlr. Bergman was chofen to fucceed him as 
" profefTor of chymiftry and metallurgy. How' 
*' ably he has filled this chair, fo honourably' 
" occupied by his venerable predccefibr, is 
^^ well known to all who are interefted in thefe' 
*^ purfuits. In the year 1764 the profeffor 
" wrote a paper to afcertain, from a number' 
*' of obfcrvations, the height in the atmofphere 
*' at which the aurora borealis exifts. He 

*^ computes, 
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*' computes, that thefc appearances are fome- 
** times fo low as at 20 Swedifli miles*; at 
** others^ that they arc raifed to 150 : the mc- 
^* diiim he therefore fixes at 72. Thefe ob- 
"^^ fervations were afterwards further profecut- 
^* ed. In 1765 arid J766 he wrote again on 
^ clerical fubjefts^ and chiefly on the pro- 
" perty and laws of eleftricity in the Tour- 
*' malin ; which had been put into his hands^ 
** by the Royal Academy of Sciences of Stock- 
'* holm, for examination, 

** In 1767 the profeflbr publiflied fome im- 
** portant hints relative to the depuration of 
**^ alum at the alum- works; obferving, that 
** it was cuftomary to employ alkali, in ordef 
" to free it from the vitriol. He advifes 
" rather to ufe fot that puf pofe the admixture 
" of a portion of argillaceous eatth, arid pro- 
*' pofes a tobacco-pipe clay. A paper having 
" appeared in the Stockholm A6ts for 1769^ 
*^ on the culture of pine-trees^ Mr. Bergman 
'^^ alfo publiflied in the fame, * An Account of 
^^ the Infeds which deftroy that Tree in 
^^ Swederl;' and he attributes the devaftation 
" to the abundance of the tenthredo cater- 

* A degree containing lOi Svvcdifh miles ^ a Swedifli 
mile = about 6 i. Englifli miles. 

T 2 ** pillar. 
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tongue, which he completed but did not live 
to publilh, was fortunately procured by Mr. 
Georgi, adjund: to the Imperial Academy of 
Sciences at St. Peterlburgh; who has given 
to the world a German tranflation of it under 
the following title *, " Cronftedt's Minerajo- 
" gical Account of the Mines of Weftman- 
" land and Dalecarlia, from his own obfer- 
" vations and rcfearches ;*' a work replete 
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" I regret that it is not in my power to 
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" terfuechungcn gcgrucndetj" &-c. 

" period 
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period of his life, made profeffor of mathe- 
matics and natural philofophy in the uni- 
verfity of Upfala. We find him, fo early 
*^ as the year 1756; in the 17th volume cf 
*^ the Stockholm Ads, correcting a miftake 
^ of the celebrated Linnaeus ; who, for want 
*V of more perfedl information, had dfefcribed, 
^* under the name of coccus aquaticus, the 
** egg of a fpecies of the leech genus ; andj 
*^ in the fubfequent year, he gave an accurate 
*^ defcription of that genus, which was afrer- 
** wards generally adopted by Linnaeus him- 
•^ felf. 

** In 1759 he publilhed a papet contain- 
^* ing ^ A Review of the feveral Explana- 
^* tions which Natural Philofophcre' have given 
** of the Rainbow i' and, in 1 760, fomd 
*• thoughts * on the Origin of thofe kinds of 
** Meteors which are not accompanied by any 
•^ fenfible found or explofion ; and a paper on 
** the opinions held by philofophers, relating 
^* to the twilight ; to which he has prefixed 
** the account of Mairan's anLicrepufculumy of 
*' that of the horizon oppofite to the fun. In 
*« 1761 and 1762 pi^ofeffor Bergman wrote, in 
<* the Swediih AcSs, on the fubjed of elec- 
VoL. IV- '\. " tricitv. 
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*^ tended his views to what is called phyfical 
'^ geography; and has ventured to give the 
** world his lucubrations on the ftrvi<Sure and 
^* formation of the earth, in a profcfled trca- 
** tife on the fubjcd*. His eflay on the 
*' ufefiilnefs of Chymiftry, lately tranflated 
" into the Englifh language, evinces, not otily 
^' his extenfive acquaintance with this fcience 
** in a theoretical and practical way, but alfo 
" his comprehenfivc view of the good cfFeds 
** its improvement muft have on the interefts ' 
** of mankind." 

It may be proper to obferve, that Mr. 
Bergman has compofed two academical dif'^ 
fcrtations -f, replete with much accurate in- 
formation on the origin and progrefs of chy- 
miftry. In the firft he treats of the rife of 
that art, and its gradual improvement, in a 
chronological feries, to the middle of the 7th 
century ; in the fecond he carries his inquiries 
from that period to the middle of the 17th 
century ; and it is to be hoped that he will in 

* « Phyfick Befkrifnung ocfocr Jordklotet," or Phy- 
fical Defcription of the Earth. 

f De Primordiis Chemiae in 1777* Chemiae Progreflus 
a Medio Saec. VII. ad Medium S«c. XVII.-.I782* 

the 
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the fame manner profecute this fubjefl to the 
prefent time. 

In the fourth volume of the Upfala Adts, 
the profeflbr has lately put forth Meditationes 
de Syfiemate Fojilium Naturali ; or, Confidera- 
tions on the Natural Syftem of Foffils. This 
learned, work is divided into two parts ; the 
.firft, on their arrangement, treats of natural 
bodies.^in general, of the criteria of foffils in 
general*, of their clafles, genera, fpecies, varie- 
ties; the feCond lays down rules for giving 
name^-to foffils; a great defideratum in this 
branch of natural knowledge ; and which will 
tend to prevent that confufion and uncertainty 
derived from the want of precife, general, and 
Ipecific appellations *. 

" The reader will not wonder that fuch 
** extraordinary merit fhould have been duly 
** noticed by the king of Sweden* That 
** monarch has honoured profciTor Bergman 
** with the order of Vafa -f- ; and all men of 
^* fcience will join in wifliing that he may 

•* long 

♦ His works are now ccjleftsd in three volumes p£bvo, 
• exclufive of his Phyfical Geography in two volumes. 

t Having omitted to give an account of the SwedHh 
orders, I (hall take this opportunity of mentioning them. 
There are four orders : the three firft were Jnftituted ia 
17^, by Frederic I, $ and the laft by the prefent king. 

: ' T 4 t 1 he 
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" long fill the chair he now occupies (b much 
" to the advancement of fciencc ♦." 

I. The order of the Seraphim, or the blue ribband ; 
which is appropriated to perfons of d>e firft rank. It ad- 
mits only of 24 members, exdufive of die royal family and 
foreign princes. II. The order of the Sword, or die yel- 
low ribband, for the officers of the navy and army. There 
are three clafles of this order : i . Commanders of the Gre^t 
Crofs, who wear the ribbands over the fhoulders, and a flar 
on their coat 2. Commanders, who wear the ribband in 
the fame manner, but without the ft^^ Sach of dieic clafles 
contains 24 members. 3. Knights, who wear the finaH 
crqfs pendent from the button-hole. The number of thefe 
is indefinite, but generally amounts to above xooo. III. 
Polar Star, or the black ribband. Of this order there are 
two clafTes : i. Commanders, who wear the great crofi pen- 
dent round the neck. There are 24 of this clafs, but the 
king propofcs to add four for the bifliops. 2. Knights, who 
wear the fmall crofs pendent from the button-hole, are, ex- 
dufive of foreigners, 48 ; to whom the king propofes to 
add fix for the clergy. This order, before the inftitutiori 
of the following order of Vafa, was conferred upon men of 
letters. IV. The order of Vafa, or the green ribband, efta- 
blifhcd at the coronation of the prefent king, is divided into 
three claflfes : i. Commanders of the Great Crofs, who wear 
the ribband over the fhoulder, and the ftar on the coat. 2. 
Commanders, who wear the ribband over the fhoulder with- 
out the ftar. 3. Knights, who wear the ribband over the 
neck. This order is conferred upon perfons who have dif- 
tinguifhed themfelves in agriculture, commerce, the arts, 
and particular fciences ; fuch as natural hjftory, chymiftry, 
medicine, &c. 

* Bergman was appointed Reftor of the univerfity of Up- 
fala, and djed at Medvi in 1 784, in the 50th year of his age. 

The 
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The kft work which I fliall mention of this 
great chymift, is the Sciagraphia Mineralis^ or 
Sketch of the Mineral Kingdom ; which may 
be confidered as heads of a courfe of ledlures 
iirawn xip for the ufe of Mr. Ferber, who ob« 
tained the amhor's permiffion to prefent it to 
the world. This fhort, but able tradt, was firfl: 

/ publifhed in 1782, at Leipfic and Deilau^and 
was in[4qediately reprinted in England and 

^Italy. 

I fhall infert in the Appendix, W 3, an 
analyfis of it by the fame ingenious author to 

• whom I am indebted for (he former part of 

.|hi$ chapter. 



CHAP. 



4t82 TRAVELS INTO SWEDEN. M.y. 



CHAP. IX. 

i^emral defcription of the country. -^Wefkeros.-r- 
Tomh of Eric XIV. — His imprifonment and 
death, — Account of bis family. --^Singular ad- 
ventures of his elde/ifon Guflfavns. — Kung- 
foer. — Arboga.- — Ofebro..— Maricftadt. — 
Lidkioping, — Trolhaetta. — River Gotha;— - 
Attempts to join the Gulf of Bothnia and the 
GcrtAan Ocean' by am inland navigation acrofs 
Sweden. — Frttitlefs endeavours to render the 
cataracts cf Trolhaetta navigable. ^-^Defcrif^ 
tion of the icorks. 

TH E provinces of Upland, Weftman- 
land, and Nerike, which I traverfed in 
my way to Gctheborg, are efteemed the richeft 
and fineft parts of Sweden ; and indeed I can 
hardly figure to myfelf a more variegated or 
pleafing fccnery than is exhibited by the ge- 
neral face of the country. Hills and dales, 
rocks and vallies, fmall plains, numerous 
lakes, forefts, meadows and arable land, fre- 
quent towns and villages, and fcattered farm- 
houfes, are blended together with a conftant 

and 
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^d delightful variety. Thus Sweden, which 
fome travellers, forming their judgment mere- 
ly from the few diftrifts that fell under their 
immediate obfervatipn, have defcribed as a 
mafs of barren and ungenial fpil, is evidently 
not deficient in the moft pi<3:urefque beauties 
q{ rural nature. But I haften from general to 
particular defcription. 

- March 6. From Upfala I pafled a tjad of 
country, more open .and fertile than I had 
hitherto obferv^ in Sweden, to Endkioping, 
a fmaU town, fituat;ed upon a river clofe to 
an inlet of the. lake Maeler, and confifting 
<;liiefly of wooden houfes painted for the moft 
part red. It ftandS upon a ridge of ground 
comppfed of fand and gravel, which once 
formed the £hore of the lake. Beyond it is a 
ffnall plaiuj formerly covered with water, in 
which I obferved many fcattered fragments of 
granite. The two next ports brought me, at 
the end of 24. miles, to Wefteros, fituated 
likcwife upon a fmall river dole to the 
Maeler. 

Wefteros, or Weftern Arofia, fo called to 

. diftinguifh It from Oftra Aro$, or Eaftern 

Arofia, the antient name of Upfala, is efteem- 

^d, by the native writers, a place of very high 

antiquity. 



2^4 TRAVELS INTO SWEDEI*. B. 7, 

antiquity. They derive its appellation by a 
fenciful etymology from the river Ar, and Os, 
a mouth ; and fuppofe it to be alluded to by 
Tacitus *^ and by Jornandes the Gothic hif- 
torian. But without dwelling upon fuch ety- 
mological inquiries, which are apt to reft upon 
flender foundations, we may obferve, that the 
name occurs in the earlieft times of Swedish 
hiftory. Wcfteros carries on a confiderabfe 
commerce with Stockholm acrofs the lake 
Mseler ; particularly in copper and iron from 
the neighbouring mines^ which abound in 
the province of Weftmanland. It is a large 
ftraggiing town, compofed of wooden houfes, 
and contains the ruins of an ancient palace, 
fbnnerly inhabited by the kings of Sweden. 
It is a bifliop's fee ; and the cathedral, which 
is built with brick, is celebrated for the tower, 
efteemed the higheft in the kingdom : the 
lower part of this tower is fquare, and fup- 
ports an octagon fpire tapering gradually like a 
pyramid, and covered with copper. 

Within the cathedral is the tomb of 
Eric XIV. wiicm I have before had occafion 
to mention, and whole final cataftrophe | 

* Dahlin, Vol I. p. 193. 

{hall 
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fhall now relate. We may pity the unfortu- 
nate monarch who was fubjedt to fuch dread- 
ful fits of infanity as may account, in fomc 
degree, for his adlions ; yet we cannot, at the 
fame time, but confefs, that he was unworthy 
tq reign. The prelude to his depofition was 
the releafe of his brother John * from the 
caftle of Gripfholm, where he had been con- 
fined by Eric during the fpace of four years* 
His dethronement, which he had merited by 
the moft flagrant enormities, was haftencd 
by his imprudence in publicly efpoufing Ca- 
tharine, a woman of the loweft extradlion, 
who had formerly been his miflrefs ; and by 
what he confidered as the moft fortunate cir- 
cumftance of his life, the birth of a fon, 
whom he had compelled his brothers to ac- 
knowledge as the heir-apparent to the throne. 
This event excluding his brothers, John and 
Charles, from all hopes of the fucceflion, dif- 
pofcd them to avail themfelvcs of the general 
^ifcontents ; which the capricious condudl of 

* John had been juftly imprifoned for marrying the 
daughter of Sigifmond king of Poland in oppofition to 
Eric; and for maintaining a fecret correfpondcnce with 
Sigifmond had been condemned to death by the ftates, but 
was pardoned by the king. 

Eric, 
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Eric, his miftruft of the principal nobility, 
and his unlimited confidence in perfbns of 
the meaneft extraftion, icxcited through the 
kingdoiji. Accordingly, on the loth of July 
1568, they raifed the ftandard of revolt at 
Wadftena; and their party rapidly acquired 
Itich numbers, that Eric, being beficgcd in 
Stockholm, was foon compelled to capitulate^ 
and to make a public abdication of his crown 
in fevour of John. The depofed monarch 
was immediately imprifoned in the caitie of 
Stockholm, where he endured every fpecics rf 
pcrfecution and indignity. To ufe his own 
pathetic words, which beft exprefs his fuf-^ 
ferings, " God knows how cruelly and un- 
" worthily I have been uled thele 22 weeks 
*' laft paft. Not a day goes over my head 
** without leaving behind it feme afHidlion. 
** We have been (befide the provocations given 
*• us from the reproaches of ilanderous men) 
** exceedingly tormented with hunger, cold, 
" ftench, and darkncfs ; and, what is more 
•' aifefting than all the reft, my enemies have 
*' more than once attacked us with fwords 
** and poniards. Sotiictimes we have been 
** deprived of the common refrefhments of 
" reft and flcep, becaufe of tumults and noife 
8 " in 
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*^ in the night feafon *•" Once, in particu- 
lar, being roufed to rcfiftance by the infults of 
one of his brutal keepers, the latter ftiattered 
his arm with a mufket; and left him for fe- 
vend hours weltering in his blood without any 
affiftance. 

Wc are naturally anxious to know in what 
manner a fovereign, long ufed to the pomp 
and pageantry of a court, could amufe himfelf , 
in a prilbn, deprived not only of all the com-^ , 
forts, but even the neceflaries of life; and 
hiftory has, in this inftance, gi:atificd our cu- 
riofity. During the lirft part of his confine- 
ment he employed himfelf in writing an apo- 
logy for his own condud:, as well with refped: 
to his brother John, as in relation to the 
cataftrophe of the Stures. Several of the 
papers which he fketched upon this occafion 
ftill cxift. They are drawn up in the form.. 
of lyllogilhis -f, with the minuteft attention 

to. 

* Account of Livonia, p. 114. 

t A fpecimen of tliefc fyllogifms may, perhap?, not be 
unacceptable to the reader. 

** He who affifts my eaemy, declares himfelf my enemy; 
•* John affifted my enemies with money ; ergo, he declares 
** himfelf my enemy. He who favours the enemies of a 
« kingdom, is an enemy of that kingdom : Nicholas St^'an-i 

^' tefll>a 
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to the rules of logic ; an extraordinary mod^ 
of confblation to a depofed fovereign. 

In the beginning of 1569 Eric was fum-^ 
moned before the ftates aifembled at Stock-^- 
holm { andy like Charles L of England, brought 
to a trial before his fubjeds. His two bro- 
thers being preferit, the ai^ticles of accuiatiOn 
were read ; AVhcn Eric, whofe capacity, natii-^ 
jrally good, was quickened by his misfortunes, 
anfwered the feveral charges with a warmth 
of eloquence and fubtlety of argument which 
aftonifhed his accufers* In the heat of dif- 
pute* John reproached him widi his infanity i 
^^ I never was infane but once;'* the depofed 
monarch inftantly replied, " and that was 
*• when I releafed you from prilbn/' At 
the conclufion of this trial he was declared 
to have forfeited the crown by his mifcon- 
du(ft and tyranny; and, being reconducted to 
prifon, underwent an additional load of cala- 
ttiities. He not only wanted occafionally 

" teflon favoured the enemies of the kingdom 5 therefor^ 
•* he is an ertemy of this kingdom. John is my fubjefi:, as 
*' well according to all the laws, as from his oath of alle- 
•* glance; therefore he cannot judge me who am his king, 
« becaufe I enjoy the Swedilh law." Hift. de Eric XIV. 
p. aiOt 

common 
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common heceffaries ; but, what afflidled him 
moft ftrongly, he was deprived even of his 
books, which had hitherto afforded him fome 
amufement, and of the fociety of his wife and 
children. In. vaii) he wrote repeated letters 
to his brodier, requefting fome alleviation of 
his diftrefs ; but not the llighteft notice was 
paid to thefe applications. However tyran- 
nical we nlay eftcem his condufl: while he fat 
upon the throne, yet fuch unnatural cruelties, 
fo wantonly inflidted without the leaft ne*- 
ceffity, refleft the utmoft difgrace upon the 
memory of his brother ; and we almoft lofe 
our abhorrence of Eric's former a(ftions in our 
fenfe of his calamitous fituation. The people> 
at length fympathizing with the diftrefs of 
their depofed fovereign, began to condemn the 
extreme rigour of his treatment j and a ftrong 
party even meditated a revolt. Upon its dif- 
covery and fuppreflion, he was transferred to 
Abo in Finland, where he underwent a ftill 
fcverer confinement. In 1570 he was im- 
prifoned at Caftleholm^ in the ifle of Aland, 
in a dungeon, which I have defcribed in a 
former chapter; and in the autumn of the 
iamc. year was removed to the caftle of Gripf- 
holm. Here his forrows were for a while 
Vol, IV. U alleviated 
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alleviated by the prefence of his beloved Ca- 
tharine : but he was again deprived of this 
comfort in 1573, upon being transferred to 
Wefteros. In a letter to her, he complains; 
bitterly of his feparation, and afTures her of 
his unalterable attachment. He laments the 
miferies of his own imprifonment ; acquaints 
her that he had been confined in a dark dun- 
geon for feven months, and was^ but juft re- 
moved to a more comfortable apartment. 
"God forbid," he adds, " wherever you are, 
** that you and your children fliould experience 
^ any fimilar feverity : forget not your beloved 
** Eric ; and break not the marriage vow, to 
•* which I have always adhered with fuch in- 
" violable conftancy/' From Wefteros he 
was fent the following year to Orebyhus, near 
Wendel, in the province of Upland, where he 
terminated his miferable exiftence. Thefe 
frequent changes in the places of his imprifon- 
ment, were occafioned by the apprehenfions of 
John ; who perceived that the nation began to 
companionate his brother's wretched fituation, 
and that many attempts had been adtually 
made to reftore him to liberty. In confe- 
quence of thefe alarms, John, in 1569, fe- 
cretly laid before the fenate the necefBty of 
* haftening 
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haftening Eric's death ; but though he found 
no difficulty in obtaining their confent to that 
infamous propofal, yet he deferred the execu- 
tion. At length, as Eric had once neariy 
efcapcd from prifon, and as the number of 
his partizans encrcafed ; he refolved to inflidt 
the fentence of death which had been agreed 
to by the fenate. Accordingly, in the begin- 
ning of the year i ^jj, he difpatched his fe- 
^ cretary to Oreby with a dofe of poifon, and 
with diredtions in what manner to proceed. If 
Eric fhould obftinately refufe to fwallow the 
draught, the keeper was ordered to open his 
veins, or to ftrangle him under a mattrefs* 
There was, however, no occafion for proceed- 
ing to force : the wretched fufferer received the 
news of his approaching fate without the leaft 
emotion ; and prepared for it with the utmoft 
refignation. On the 2 2d of February he par- 
took of the facrament with the moft fervent 
devotion; and on the 26th at noon, having 
fwallowed the poifon in a plate of Ibup, ex- 
pired, in the ninth year of his imprifonment, 
and in the 45th of his age *. His body was 

• The circumftances of Eric's depofition and imprifon- 
ment are principally fele£ted from the Hiftoire d'Eric Xl V. 
fcy Cdfius, Lib. XI. and XII. 5 and Dahlin's Gefchichte 
Von Sweden, Vol, III. p. 538 to p. 551 j and Vol. IV. 
p. 66,to 68. 

U 2 tranfport- 
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tranfported to Wefteros, and interred in the 
cathedral, where the bifhop of that fee preach- 
ed a funeral fermon from this remarkable text, 
" The kingdom is turned about and become 
" my brother's ; for it was his from the Lord." 
His tomb is a raifed monument of plain ftone. 
Upon the walls of the chapel in which it ftands 
•are his arms : the three crowns as king .of 
Sweden ; the lion as duke of Finland ; and the 
wheat- (heaf, the device of the Vaia family. 
The whole infcription is E. R. or Eric Rex, 
in large characters, with a crown painted over 
each letter ; and underneath the Latin text of 
the funeral fermon preached at his interment, 
"Tranjlaturn eft regnwjiy &c. 

Eric, during the firil; part of his confine- 
ment, kept a journal of the occurrences which 
happened to him in prifon; from which it 
appears, that his wife was the conftant fub- 
jedt of his thoughts. During her abfence, 
writing to her was his almoft daily occupation \ 
and his letters breathe the moil affectionate 
and warmeft attachment. He foothed many 
hours of his imprifonment by mufic, in which 
he excelled both as a performer and compofer. 
His books, when he was indulged in the ufe 
of thpm, afforded a pleafing refource : and he 
filled the naargins with numerous remarks. 

He 
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He tranflated into his native tongue, the 
hiftory of the Swedilh kings, from the original 
of John Magnus ; to which he added fome 
Latin verfes upon the character of each fove- 
rcign. He compofed two penitential pfalms, 
which are inferted in the Swedifh Plalter. His 
memorial upon the caufes of the war between 
himfelf and Frederic king of Denmark, his 
aftronomical, or rather aftrological obferva- 
tions, his treatife upon the art of war, all 
written in the Latin language, prove his ca- 
pacity and erudition. 

Catharine, his wife, fur^ivcd him. She 
was the daughter of a peafant ; and, while an 
infant, being obfcrved by Eric, he was fb 
ftruck with her beauty, that he paid great 
attention to her education, and placed her in 
the court of his fifter Elizabeth. When fiie 
arrived at years of maturity fhe became liis 
miftrefs ; and acquired, in a Ihort fpace of 
time, an extraordinary afcendency over his 
capricious difpofition : an afcendency derived 
from the graces of her pcrfon and the endow- 
ments of her mind; but, according to the 
prevailing notions of the age, imputed to phil- 
ters and love potions. His attachment in- 
creafing, inftead of diminifliing, by polTellion, 

U 3 Eric 
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Eric (fruftrated in his hopes of marrying fe- 
veral foreign princefles) at length cfpoufcd her, 
^ter flie had borne to him a natural fon. 
During his confinement, Catharine gfatefiilly 
returned his afFedtion with equal efteem and 
tendernefsj and afforded to her unfortunate 
lord much confolation in his mifery. She 
fun^ived her hulband many years; and fudi 
was her prudent deportment, that fhe conci- ^ 
liated the favour of John and Sigifmond, from 
whom fhe obtained a ccmfiderable revenue ; and 
was permitted to pafs the remainder of her 
life in Finland in perfect: tranquillity : fhe died 
at Liuxdal, in 161 2, and was buried in the ca- 
thedral of Abo *• 

Eric left two natural daughters by Agda, 
daughter of a rich merchant of Stockholm, 
'Virginia and Conftantia, both married in Swe- 
den ; and by Catharine four children, of whom 
only Guftavus and Sigrida furvived their fa- 
ther: Sigrida efpoufed count Tott, and her 
defcendants flill furvived in that illuflrious 
branch, 

Guftavus, born in 1568, and declared 
fuccefTor^ to the Swedifh crown, was, upon 

* See p. 15, 
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his father's depofition, imprifdned at Stock- 
holm; and when Eric was removed /to 
Abo^ was enclofcd in a lack and delivered 
to an officer belonging to the court, who had 
orders to put him to death, and to bury him 
at the extremity of the town. As the officer 
was proceeding, before day-Weak, to carry his 
barbarous command into execution, he was 
obfcrved by a Swedilh nobleman, who opened 
the fack, and difcovering the infant, refcued 
"him from immediate deftrudion. Gufta- 
vus, thus preferved, was conveyed from Swe* 
den by the friends of Eric. He received a 
wandering education *, in the Jefuits convent 
of Braunfberg, at Thorn in Polifli Pruffia^ 
and at Vilna, the capital of Lithuania. In 
thefe different feminaries he made a confider- 
able progrefs in literature ; and, in particular, 
diftinguiflied himfelf fo much by his profi- 
ciency in chymiflry, that he was called the 
fecond Paracelfus -f-. He was no lefs remark- 
able for his knowledge of languages ; fpeaking 
with fluency, befide his native tongue, French, 
Italian, German, Polifh, Ruffian, and Latin. 

* Meff. Scond. Illuf. Lib. VII. p. 10. Dahlin, IV. 
p. 158. 4 

f Dahlin, IV. p. 157. 

U4 He 
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He was indeed fo zealous in the profefcution 
of his ftudies, that, on account of his. indi-^ 
gent circumftances, after attending the fchools 
by day, he ufed in the evening to ply at the 
inns in the loweft capacity, in order to pro-^ 
cure a fcanty fubfiftence. His literary ac-i 
quifitions, however, did not advance his for- 
tune ; for he paffed a wandering life in the 
greateft mifery; was reduced to fuch ftraits, 
that he frequently had recourfe to charity; 
and, at other times, earned his livelihood by 
the meaneft occupations *. 

His diftrefs was fo great, that he. even yen-* 
tured to implore the afliilance of his couiin 
Sigilmcnd, king of Poland and Sweden, v/ho 
periliadcd him to eater into the church, and 
conferred on him an abbey, from the revenues 
whereof he fubfifted for fome time at Thorn, 
induced, however, to quit Poland, from a fuf- 

* Mcflliiius fays, Tom. VII. p. 10. "Et quamvis oh 
*' niir.Iam pufillanimitatem, ncc fccptro, nee pcdo effet 
" ille idoneus tamen mediocres in litteris fecit progrelTus, 
<' libris annis aliquot indefelfus in tanta rerum omnium 
*' pcnuria adhaerens, ut intcrdiu fcholas frequentaret, nodu 
*' auLem in publicis Turoniae Vilnaeque diverforiis, fuam 
'' hofpitibus operam in mundandis ocreis, phaleris, et cu- 
" randis equis, locando tenucm viftum amiclumque fibi 
^' compararct^'* 

picion 
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pkion of Sigifmpnd, he accepted the prefling 
invitations of the tzai: Boris Godunof, who 
oiFered his daughter Irene in marriage, and 
his affiftance to afcend the throne of Sweden* 
Guftavus, allured by thefe promifes, repaired 
in 1599 to Mofcow, where he was received 
with thofe honours, which, according to the. 
Ruffian ceremonial, were only paid to fove- 
reign princes. But the tzar fqon. withdrew 
his friendlhip ; broke off the intended alliance ; 
and, in 1601, removed Guftavus to Uglitz. 
It is uncertain v^ether this change in the 
tzar's fentiments was occafioned by the re-, 
fufal of the Swedi/h prince to embrace the 
Greek religion; by his unwillingnefs to en- 
ter into hoftilities againft Sweden, and to 
difmember Efthonia and Finland in favour of 
Ruffia ; whether becaufe be appeared a prince * 
of no fpirit, and too pufillanimous * to pro- 
fecute any enterprize with vigour ; or becaufe 

* Meffenius, when praifing his piety and charitable 
difpofition, adds, " Tantaque fuerit.plenus commiferatione, 
" ut ne pafTeris quidem, multo minus hominis, intueri 
^^ potucrit internecionem. Hincque plus aequo fuerit pu- 
f* fillanimis, quae fubmiifio mentis, non raro illius pofuit 
<^ fortunae oblbculum." . Scond. Uluft, Tom, VIH. 
p, 100. 

tlie 
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the contrad: of marriage between John prince 
of Denmark and the princefs Irene, made his 
removal from Mofcow neccffary. He refided 
at Uglitz * until the acceflion of Demetrius, ' 
who imprifoned him at Yaroflaf for favoar-- 
ing Charles IX. king of Sweden, He was 
again releafed by Vaiiili Shuifki, upon the 
aflaffination cS Demetrius, in May i6o6» and 
permitted to refide at Kaikin, where he ex- 

* The Swedifh hiftorians afiert, that Ouftavus Was 
{o attached to his native countr}^^ that no motives, could 
induce him to enter into hoftilities againft it, and that 
this wa& the fole caufe of his removal. The Ruffians, 
on the contraryy affirm, that, Boris, finding him a prince 
without fpirit and vigour, readily accepted the offer of 
the prince of Denmark to marry Irene ; and therefore fent 
Guftavus to Uglitz. The Ruffian and Swedifh hiflorians 
dilFer alfo about his fituation. The former fay, that 
Uglitz was granted to him as a fief, and that he refided 
there in great flate : the latter, that he was treated as a 
prifoner. Perhaps both are in the right. He might refide 
in flate, and yet be watched as a kind of flate prifoner. 
As a confirmation of this account of the cafe, Margaret, 
who was at Molcow at the time, fays, " that he was fent 
*' in difgrace to Uglitz; but had a revenue afligned to him 
^' of ^.800 per annum." Etat de la Rufli p. 96. For 
the hiftory of this Guflavus, fee Dahlin, Vol. IV. pafTim. 
Meff. Scond. III. paffim. Celfius Hift. d'Eric XIV. 
p. 245 and 274. MuUer S. R, G. V. p. 95 to lOi, 
and;? ^5. 

pircd 
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pired in the following year ; but whether by 
poifon, or by a natural death, is not afcer- 
tained. 

March j. Between Wefteros and Ar- 
boga I changed horfes at the fmall village 
of Kungfar; where, being tempted by the 
beauty of the fituation, I roved about the 
environs, and upon the banks of the Ma&ler. 
This lake is extremely beautiful ; it contains 
feveral iflands rich in wood pafture 5 its fhores 
we hilly, feathered with trees, and diverfified 
with gentlemen's feats and farm-houfes. The 
lake, at kaft that part which I law, was 
ftill covered with ice, but no longer capable 
of bearing carriages. It is ufually frozen 
during a few weeks in winter ^ and opens 
an eafy communication, by means of fledges, 
betweeft-Xhefe parts and Stockholm. 

Kiingfaer ffeuids upon the mouth of the 
Imall river UlVifon, which flows into the 
weftern extremity of the Mseler : this flream, 
which comes from Arboga, helps to form 
the conimunication between the lakes Maeler 
and Hielmar, by its jun<ftion with the canal 
of Arboga. Near Kungfaer there i^ an old 
wooden building, or kkid of palace, formerly 
inhabited by the kings of Sweden, with a 

menage 



300 TRAVELS INTO SWEDJENT. E» 7^ 

menage and ftables for the royal ftud. Frpm 
Kungfa&r ftretches, about nine miles, almoft 
as far as Arboga, a long narrow plain of 
rich pafture, which belongs to the king: 
it is watered by the Ulvifon^ and fldrted 
with gently riling hills tufted with wood; 
produces great quantities of fine hay; and 
feeds a large number of cattle. I pafTed, 
in fight of this finall plain, which is fcarcely 
more than half a mile in breadth, through 
an undulating country; and arrived at the 
canal of Arboga, which I croifed oyer a d|aw- 
bridge. The following infcription informed 
me that the fluice was begun by Charles XI. 
and finijfhed under the reign of his fon 
Charles XII. 

" Hoc aquarum repagulum juffu Augullif- 
•* firni quondam Suecorum Regis Caroli XL 
** nunc in coclis beati anno MDCXCI. in- 
^^ choatum, ultimam manum fceptra gerente 
'* Suevica Auguftillimo Carolo XII. feliciter 
'' recepit MDCIC* This canal will be 
more properly defcribed in tliis chapter on 
the inland navigation of Sweden. 

Finding little worthy of notice in Arboga, 
I haftencd to Orebro, the capital of Norike, 
where I paiTed the night ; it flands near thq 

wefterix 
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"weftern extremity of the iak« Hielmar; and 
is the largcft town which I vifited fincc I 
quitted Stockholm. Upon a fmall ifland ia 
;the middle of the town, formed by two 
branches of the Swart, ftands the caftle, fiw:- 
merly a royal refidence: it is an old fquare 
building of brick and flonc white-waihed, 
and is appropriated to the governor of die 
province* The inhabitants of Orcbro fead 
iron, vitriol, and red paint to Stockhoha; 
and the trade which they carry on with tliat 
capital acrofs the Hielmar and Maekr, by 
means of the canal of Arboga, is voy coofi-- 
derable. The town polTefles manu&dures of 
fire-arms, cloth, and tapeftry. Upcm quitting 
Orebro, I traverfed that part of the province 
of Ncrike, which lies between the lakes 
Hielmar and Wenner ; a fcrdle diflri^ 
abounding in corn, pafture, and foreft. To- 
warbs the clofe of the day, I entered the 
province of Weft Gothland; and paffed thq 
night in a peafant's cottage at Hofva, a fmall 
,place, not far diftant from the lake Skager, 

March 9, About noon I arrived at Ma- 
rieftadt, a town built by 'Charles IX. fituated 
upon the Tidla, a fmall rivulet, and the lake 
Wenner- A new prifon of brick, ftuccoed 

white* 



304 TRAVELS INTO SWEDEN. B* 7; 

father's deligns into execution, gave orders for 
iiirveying the waters communicating with thefc 
lakes ; and directed plans to be formed for 
joining them by artificial canals *. But the 
execution of his great fchemes was fruftrated 
by the turbulence and misfortunes of his 
reign. 

Several fucceeding fovereigns had this great 
objedl in view. Charles IX. promoted it 
by the Carlfgraf canal ; and Charles XI. by 
that of Arboga. The imdertaking, however/ 
of forming a water communication acrofs the 
whole country, was always confidered as a 
work of extreme difficulty. Motrayc fays, 
that Guftavus Adolphus was inclined to en- 
courage the defign ; but that no perfon could 
be found in Sweden bold enough to engage 
in the enterprize : he adds, that Charles XL 
lent for feme Dutch engineers, who, after 
they had mcafured the fall of the waters be- 
tween the Wenner and the Hielmar, declared 
it to be impradlicablc. Difficulties, however 
inlurmountable as they might appear to perfons 
of more fober undei-ftanding, were no barrier 
to the genius of Cliarlcs XII. The fame 

* Uia. d'Eric XIV. 

3 author 
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author informs us, that the celebrated engineer, 
Polhern, laid before that king a propofal for 
rendering the cataradts of Trolhaetta naviga- 
ble; and for opening a communication, not 
only between Gotheborg and Stockholm, but 
alfo with the Wenncr, the Vetter, and Nord- 
kioping, fufHcient for the pafTage of very large 
veflels *• Polhem's plan was immediately 
approved, and begun by Charles, fond of ex- 
traordinary projects; and, though interrupted 
for fome time by the king's death, was again 
revived with freih vigour under the late fove- 
reign Adolphus Frederic. 

This plan may be divided into three prin- 
cipal parts. I. The jundtion of the Maeler 
and the Hielmar. 2. Of, the Hielmar with 
the Wenner. 3. Of the Wenner with the 
German Ocean. 

I. Of the jundion of the Masler with the 
Hielmar. Thefe two lakes are united by the 
fmall river Ulvifon, and the canal of Arboga. 
The former rifes to the weft of Arboga, flows 
through the town, and falls into the Maeler at 
Kungfaer. The canal of Arboga is cut from 
the Hielmar, and continued to the Ulvifon 

* Voyages dc Motraye, vol. 11. p. 282. 306. 

Vol. IV. X about 
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white, makes a finer appearance than any of 
the other houfes, which are mofUy built with 
wood, and painted of a red colour. From 
Marieftadt I continued my route, for fome 
time, at a fmall diftance from the Wenner^ 
the largeft lake in Sweden, being nearly ninety 
miles in length, and forty in breadth. Its 
fhores in this part are low and level, fo that 
the view over the furface of the water appears 
boundlefs like a fea. I pafled through Lid- 
kioping, the inhabitants whereof carry on a 
confiderable inland trade acrofs the Wcnner, 
and down the river Gotha to Gotfieborg. 
I flopped the night at the fmall village of 
Malby ; and arrived the next morning at 
Trolhaetta, through an exceedingly, dreary 
country, confifting chiefly of barren heaths, 
with ridges of rock almoft naked, which 
exhibited few marks of vegetation. This 
village, containing fcarcely a dozen houfes, 
is fituated clofe to the catarafts of the river 
Gotha ^ and is well known, on account of 
its ftupendous works, with a view to open a 
paflage for veflels, by means of a navigable 
cut, called, from this place, the Canal of 
'Trolhsetta. 

This 
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This canal forms part of a plan, long pro- 
jedted by the Swedes, to unite the Baltic and 
the German Ocesm by an inland navigation i 
as well for the purpofe of improving the in- 
terior trade of the provinces, as of preventing 
the interruption of their foreign conunercc, 
which is always the confequcnce of a war 
with Denmark. For as all veffels failing 
out of the Baltic muft neceffarily pafs through 
the Sound, they are expofed to the Dafiifli 
privateers, wlio fhelter themfelves under the 
batteries of Elfinoor, which command the 
palfage of that ftrait, unlefs a Swedifh fleet 
fhould ride miftrefs of the Gulf. 

Guftavus Vafa was the firft fovereign who 
iaw the utility of fuch an inland navigation, 
when he made Lodefe (now Gotheborg) a 
ftaplc town of trade, that the merchant (hips 
coming to Sweden might not be obliged to 
fail through the Sound; and he conceived 
hopes, that, in (bme future period, the mer* 
chandize might be tranfported from thence to 
Stockholm, by means of the Wenner, HieU 
mar, and Mseler, when the rivers and lakes 
uniting with them fhould be rendered na- 
vigable *• Eric XIV- defirous to carry his 

* Dahlin^ vol. III. p. IIS* 

father's 
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father's defigns into execution, gave orders for 
iiirveying the waters communicating with thefc 
kkes; and diredted plans to be formed for 
joining them by artificial canals *. But the 
execution of his great fchemes was fruftrated 
by the turbulence and misfortunes of his 
reign. 

Several fucceeding fovereigns had this great 
objedl in view. Charles IX. promoted it 
by the Carlfgraf canal ; and Charles XI. by 
that of Arboga. The undertaking, however/ 
of forming a water communication acrofs the 
whole country, was always confidered as a 
work of extreme difficulty. Motrayc fays, 
rfiat Guftavus Adolphus was inclined to en- 
courage the delign ; but that no perfon could 
be found in Sweden bold enough to engage 
in the enterprize : he adds, that Charles XL 
fent for feme Dutch engineers, who, after 
they had meafured the fall of the waters be- 
tween the Wenner and the Hielmar, declared 
it to be impradlicablc. Difficulties, however 
inlurmountable as they might appear to perfons 
of more fober undei*ftanding, were no barrier 
to the genius of Charles XII. The fame 

* Uia. d'Eric XIV. 

3 author 
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author informs us, that the celebrated engineer, 
Polhern, laid before that king a propofal for 
rendering the cataradis of Trolhaetta naviga- 
ble; and for opening a communication, not 
only between Gotheborg and Stockholm, but 
alfo with the Wenncr, the Vetter, and Nord- 
kioping, fufHcient for the paflage of very large 
veflels *• Polhem's plan was immediately 
approved, and begun by Charles, fond of ex- 
traordinary projects; and, though interrupted 
for fome time by the king's death, was agaia 
revived with frefh vigour under the late fove- 
reign Adolphus Frederic. 

This plan may be divided into three prin- 
cipal parts. I. The jundtion of the Maeler 
and the Hielmar. 2. Of, the Hielmar with 
the Wenner. 3. Of the Wenner with the 
German Ocean. 

I. Of the jundion of the Masler with the 
Hielmar. Thefe two lakes are united by the 
fmall river Ulvifon, and the canal of Arboga. 
The former rifes to the weft of Arboga, flows 
through the town, and falls into the Mdeler at 
Kungfaer. The canal of Arboga is cut from 
the Hielmar, and continued to the Ulvifon 

* Voyages dc Motraye, vol. 11. p. 282. 306. 

Vol. IV. X about 
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ibout half a mile to the eaft of the town* 
It was begun in the reign of Chriftina; but 
being only calculated for fmall veflels, waff 
widened and deepened by order of Charles XL 
and completed under his fucceflbr Charles XII. 
It belonged to the crown until 1769; at 
which period it had been fo much negle<2ed 
as to be fcarcely of any ufe : but a company 
of feven merchants of Orebro undertook to 
cleanfe and repair it at their own expence, 
upoti condition of receiving the toll of all 
veflels which fhould pafs through it. The 
canal is, excepting in a few parts, fufEciendy 
broad to receive two barks a-breaft : its low- 
eft depth is 8 feet *. It is chiefly fupplied 
with water from the lake Hielmar, the furface 
of which is 80 feet perpendicular higher than 
its level. It confifts of eight fluices. The 
veflels it admits are the fame which navigate 
the lakes ; they arc decked and Angle mafted; 
76 feet long; about 43 tons burden ; and draw 
between fix and {tvcn ictt of water. 

2. In order to join the Hielmar and Wen- 

' * The foot ufed ia this chapter is the Svvedifh, which 
differs but little from the Englifh. The proportion 
of the Englilh being to that of the Swcdifh as 1027 to 

1000, 

i^>er, 
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ner, it was propofed to open the navigation of 
the Swart-an, which falls into the weftern 
extremity of the Hielmar at Orebro ; to make 
a cut from that river to the lake Morken; 
from thence by the Letan to the Skager ; and 
from the Skager by the Gullfpang to the 
Wenner. But as the above-mentioned rivers 
are for the moft part fo fhallow and ftony, that 
it would be extremely difficult and expenfive 
to render them navigable; and as the feint 
attempts hitherto made upon the Gullfpang 
have all failed of fuccefs ; it has been propofed 
to cut a canal diredtly from the lake Morken 
to Chriflinehamn, which is fituated upon the 
eaflern fhore of the Wenner. But as no part 
of this projeft had been as yet taken in hand» 
and the whole would be attended with great 
difficulties; there is little profpedl that this 
branch of the great undertaking, the jundtioa 
of the Hielmar and Wenner, will ever be 
completed *. 

* From the almoft infuperable difEcukies attending the 
junftion of the Hielmar and Wenner, a plan was projefted 
of forming an inland navigation from the eaftern coaft of 
Sweden fouth of the Maeler, by means of the Wetter to 
the Wenner; and in 1774 a map was publiflied for the 
jpurpofe of proving the fcheme to be practicable. 

X z 3. The 
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3. The Junftion of the Wenner with the 
German Ocean comes next into confideration : 
and this might be accompliflied by the river 
Gotha, which rfllies from the fouthern ex- 
tremity of the lake near Wennerfborg, and, 
after a courfe of feventy miles, falls into the 
fea near Gotheborg ; provided that river could ^ 
be made navii-Ahlc throughout its whole courfe. 
But as, on account of ihoals and catarads, its 
ftream is greatly impeded, the communica- 
tion has been attempted by the Carlfgraf canal, 
the canal of Trolhaitta, and the fluices of Aker- 
ftra^m and Edet, which, tlierefore, I fhall fe,^ 
parately defcribc- 

The cliannel of tlie river Gotha not being 
open and free upon its iirfl ilfuing from the 
Wenner, a cut, from a bay of that lake to the 
river, was begun under Charles IX. but was. 
not entirely completed before the reign of 
Cliarlcs XII . Polliem, whom I have al- 
ready mentioned, ereded, by order of that 
monarch, a fiuice ; which, not being coff- 
ftruclcd upon a firm foundation, was fcarcely 
finillied before it \\ai) undermined, and car- 
ried away by the water. Fi-cm that time the 
Carlfgraf canal remained without a fiuice, and 
confequcntly without a veliel pafling; it, until 

the 
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-the reign of Adolphus Frederic. In 1754 a 
-new fluice was finiflied, which received the ap- 
pellation of Teffin, in honour of the prime 
juinifter of that name. It was formed by a 
Jfubterraneous paflage, 40 feet long, 1 8 broad^ 
^nd 1 2 high. But thefe dimenfions were too 
Jfmall for the admiflion of veflels of more than 
^o tons burden; and it frequently happened 
that even thefe could not pafs whenever there 
was either too much or too little wat«-. In 
a-elief of thefe difficulties another fluice, called, 
in honour of the prefent king, the fluice of 
Guftavus, was completed in 1768. This fu- 
perb work is a cut of 400 feet (half of which 
was perforated through the folid rock), and 
confifts of two k)cks, each 200 feet in lengthy 
and 36 in breadth : the ^de^ are f^rongly faced 
with brick and ftone. The greateft depth of 
water is 13, the loweft 6 feet. The ufual vef- 
fels which navigate this canal are of 80 tons 
burden ; but when the water is high, larger 
may pafs : in 1777 one of 1 33 tons worked its 
way through^ 

From the end of this cai\al to the village 
of Trolha?tta, which includes a fpacc of about 
five miles, the navigation of the river is un- 
^terrupted: it flows in a gentle current; 

X 3 varies 
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varies in its breadth from 300 yards to a ] 
and is, in a few parts, prettily fprinkled 
iflands, fome whereof are barren rock, c 
tufted with wood and covered with j 
foil. Near Trolhsetta two ridges of n 
tains, which on eagh fide run at a fma! 
tance from the river, approach its banks 
confine its flxeam in a narrow (ihannel 
this fpot it is about 400 feet in breadt 
finooth as a lake, and without any ^ 
ftream : a fine contrail to the roaring c 
torrent below. This fmoothnefs of the 
continues till it burfts at once into the 
rafts of Trolhaetta, called the Gulfs of 
which render all farther navigation impo 
The bed of the river is folid rock ; the 
are perpendicular ; and, at the beginni 
the fall, feveral granite iflands, thinly ft] 
v/ith underwood, junipers, and ftubbed 
rife in the midft of the ftream, forming 
ftraits, down which the wat^^r da/hes 
increafing impetuofity. 

From the firft opening of the fall tc 
part where the river again becomes navi 
is about two miles ; but it does not roll thi 
the whole of this fpace in one uniform 
of water, or with equal rage and vio 
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It is divided into four principal cataracts, each 
whereof is Jfeparated by whirlpools and eddies ; 
forming, during the whole way, the mod 
awful fcenes, ever varying, arid too fublime to 
be accurately defcribed. The perpendicular 
height of all the falls, confidered as one, is 
about 100 feet. From tliis defcription the 
reader will readily conceive the extreme diffi- 
culty of rendering thefe catarafts navigable ; 
and yet it was ev^n through the midfl of them 
that the daring projeftor attempted to forrn 
a canal, by the following works, which are 
marked in the annexed plan. 

Juft above the firft cataradt, called Praf- 
tenkefdet Fall, feveral dams were conftrudled^ 
vv^hich turned the dream, and left the_^mairi 
bed of the river quite dry. In this part Tome 
rocky iflands were cut through, or blown up ; 
the bed was rendered level, and the cataradt 
nearly turned into ft ill water. To continue 
the navigation, an ill and of red granite, called 
Malg, which rifes in the midft of the great 
catarad;, was divided ; and a canal formed 
through it of 340 feet in length, including a 
fluice of 30 : the depth of the fall, and, of 
courfe, the depth of the perforated rock, is 
22 r feet; the breadth 18. This is called 
X 4 Ekcrbrad 
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. Ekerbrad fluiccy and was defigned to confifl 
of two locks. At a fmall dlftance another 
canal was formed on the fide of the fecond 
great catarad:^ through a kind of promontory 
which projects into the flream; the folid 
granite was hollowai 860 feet in length, 56! 
in depth, and 18 in breadth. Tl:ds fluice^ 
called Polhcm's fluice, was to confift of three 
locks, by which veflcls were to be let down 
a fall of 56 f feet. At the diftance of 2920 
feet, a third cut was ipade clofe to Flateberg's 

. fall, terminating iq tile fluice of Elvius, the 
loft of this projeiSed plan. The length of the 
cut is 28 feetj the breadth j8 -, and the depth 
or height of the fall 341. In order to form 
fome idea in what manner the navigation was 
to be continued from the fluice of Polhem to 
that of Elvius, it will be neceffary to give a 
fliort delineation of the intervening fpace, 

A little below the fluice of Polhem the 
river dafljes through a narrow pafs called 
Stampftraem 5 from thence it gradually widens 
into a kind of bay, named Hoypn's Warp : 
it is again cramped into a narrow channel by 
the nearer approach of the rocks on each fide, 
and forms a cataradt, called Helvert's Fall; 
at the extremity of which it expands itfelf into 

a fmall 
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n^all bafon, called Oli-Halla; and ^en 
n precipitates itfelf at Flateberg's Fall; 
a whence it becomes navigable. Inftead 
ontinuing any works through the catarafts, 
\y the fide of the river, the communication 
veen the fluices of Polhem and Elvius was 
mpted in the following manner. A dyke 
lone was conftru(3:ed acrofs the river juft 
>w Flateberg's Fall and. the fluice of El- 
;, with a view of raifing the water 34 feet 

I, turning its courfe through the lluice 
Elvius, and forming a level with the hot- 
I of that of Polhem. This chimerical 
iedt, which feems rather too ridiculous, to 
e been ferioufly entertained, was however 
mpted. The king himfelf vifited the 
k ; and all Sweden was in eager expedla- 
I, that their favourite national hopes would 
length be realized. The dyke was built ; 

river had rifen 1 2 feet of the 34 ; when, 
m inftant, the weight of waters burft the 
rier, too feeble to reftrain them; and 
pt away, in one moment, the labours and 
ence of fev?ral years *♦ Large fubfidies 

The immenfity pf the expence will be beft con- 
ed by conilderlng that all the ciits were made through 
folid granite, the hard^ of aU flones, 

, had 
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had been annually raifed for the profecu- 
tion of the work ; and the national bank 
bad rdadily advanced ftill greater loans ; the 
fum total whereof has never been divulged. 
The failure of the project, after fuch immenfe 
labour and enormous expence, occafioned great 
difcontents among the people ; many of whom 
to this day believe, though there feems no 
foundation for the fuppcJfition, that the pro- 
jectors, bribed by the Danes, purpofely pro- 
ceeded upon a plan which they knew could 
not fucceed. But thus much is evident, that, 
throughout the whole undertaking, the works^ 
ftupendous in theinfelves, were conducted 
without reafonable care and attention ; for 
after all, the cuts, which had been excavated 
with fuch difficulty, being only 18 feet' in 
breadth, would have been too iiarrov/ to have 
admitted veflcls of fuch fize and burden as 
ufually navigate the Wenner. In a v/ord, 
feveral ill-judged meafures feem to have been 
taken ; otherwife, although there were many 
natural obftruftions to the facet fs of the 
enterprize, yet greater obilacles have been 
furmounted. . Bur Polhem was not a Brind- 
ley. 

In confequence of this failure, ail the works 

and 
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and flulces hitherto raifed were negle(5ted> as 
totally ufelefg, and a new plan for the. canal 
of TrolhsBtt^ has been projected ^ according 
to which, inftead of being carried, as before^ 
along the channel of the river, it is to be cut 
through the fblid rock that forms its banks. 
The plan of this laft projedt is laid down in 
the annexed engraving. The length is to be 
4700 feet, the breadth 36, and the depth in 
fome parts above 50, It is to confift of nine 
fluices s and when wc/refled: that the whole of 
this cut muft be hollowed through the red 
granite, it is evident that it will be attended 
with as many, if not more difficulties, than 
were experienced in the former attempt. It 
muft by no means, however, be condemned as 
impradicable. The canal of the duke of 
Bridgewater, that of Languedoc, and thje road 
through the mountain Gemmi in Switzerland, 
prove that fcarcely any thing is impoflible to 
human induftry. 

The chief queftlon, in this refpedt, feems 
to be ; whether the fenormous expence attend- 
ing the execution of the work would be com- 
penfated by the advantages refulting from its 
completion. And here, if we merely take 
into coniideration the navigation from the 

Wewner 
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Wcnncr to Gotheborg, we may venture to de- 
cide in the negative. But if we prefumc, that at 
any future period the communication fhould be 
formed from the Gulf of Bothnia to the Wen- 
ner ; as in that cafe the cataradls of Trolhaetta 
would be the only remaining interruption to 
the inland navigation from the eaftem to the 
weftcm coaft of Sweden, the accomplifliment 
of this canal could not furely be obtained at 
too dear a rate. 

His prefent majefty, who, foon after his 
acceflion, viiited thefe works at Trolhaetta, 
wifely ordered them for the prefent to be fuf- 
pended ; but that the fiuices of Guftavus and 
Aker fliould be finifhed without delay. Mean- 
while, in order to facilitate the tranfport of 
the merchandize from the diftrids bordering 
upon the Wenner to Gotheborg, a wooden 
road has been conftrufted on the fide of the 
river, from the beginning to the end of the 
catarafts. It is fupported upon pofls over 
the rocks, which, from their irregularity and 
roughnefs, would have been almofl impaflable 
for horfes. 

About a mile below the cataradts, the courfe 

of the Gotha is again interrupted by a fall, 

called Akerflrsem : there a canal has been 

§ made 
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niade through a rock which projeded into the 
river j the length of it is 182 feet, including 
the fluice; depth 26 ; and breadth 36. This 
cut v^as begun in 1774; it was far advanced 
when I faw it, and, it was expedted, would 
be opened in 178 1. 

From Akerftraem the river is clear to Gothe- 
borg, excepting at Edet, where its paflage is 
flopped by a bed of rocks rifing in the midft 
of the ftream. On one fide of thefe rocks an- 
other cut has been made, 600 feet in length j 
20 in depth, but only 1 8 in breadth. The 
work is ill executed 3 and, when I was there, 
was in bad order. A petition had been pre- 
fented to the king, that it might be repaired 
and improved to the fame breadth as Aker- 
lluice 3 and there was no doubt of its being 
effedted. 

The iron and other merchandize, is now 
tranfported acrofs the lake to Wennerfborg ; 
and from thence through the Carlfgraf canal, 
and down the river Gotha to Trolhastta. 
Upon coming to the cataradts, the goods are 
unloaded, and carried over the wooden road 
about two miles to the end of the falls. There 
they are again embarked, and pafling through 
the Akerftrsem and Edet lluices, upon a fup- 

pofition 
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pofition that they are by this time completed, 
arrive without fiirther impediment at Gothe- 
borg. In return, fait, fpices, corn, tea, and 
other commodities of interior confumption, 
are fent up by the fame channel into the pro- 
vinces about the Wenner. 



POSTSCRIPT, 1785. 

I found the works at Trolhaetta very lit- 
tle advanced fince my former vifit to this 
place, in March 1779. A new plan is form-, 
cd for cutting the intended canal through the 
precipitous rock of granite which forms the' 
banks of the Gotha ; a plan more pradiicable 
and lefs expeniive than the former, for the 
loweft depth of rock to be excavated is 
twenty feet ; but a large dam is to be made 
120 feet high, and 20 thick- Of this pro- 
jeded canal only a fc^uare of about fixty feet 
had been executed. 

The deficiency of Polhem's original plan, 
in attempting to make the lluices near the 
channel of the Gotha, was experienced laft 
year; for the dam which flopped the water 
above Ekerbrad cut was overthrown by the 
9 violence 



C- 9* INLAND NAVIGATION. ^J() 

violence of the river, and the waters burft 
through the cuts of Ekerbrad and Polhem, 
and would have deftroyed the fluices if they 
liad been conftrudted- 

From Trolhaetta we failed down the river 
Gotha, pafTed through the fluice at Aker, 
and difembarked at the fluice of Edet, which 
was fo nearly completed, that the navigation 
from the Wenner to Gotheborg may now be 
^ confidered as uninterrupted. 

Having exapiined the fluice of Edet, we 
croflfed the Gotha, difembarked at a fmall 
village, and continued along the weflern jGbore 
of the Gotha, through a very wild and rocky 
xrountry, interfered with vallies of corn and 
pafture. We paflcd through Kongfliall, now 
a fmall village, confift:ing of one fl:reet of 
wooden cottages, at the bottom of a ridge of 
barren rock, formerly faid to have been the 
refidence of the antient dukes or kings of 
Norway. 
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C H A P. X. 

Gothcborg. — Its trade. — Eaft India Company. 
— Herring Fijhery. -^General remarks on the 
commerce of Swcdcn.r—yourney from Go- 
thcborg to Carlfcrona. — Cottages ^food^ man^ 
ners, &c. of the peafants. 

I'^HE fcenery of the country from Trol- 
. haetta to Gotheborg is wild and roman- 
tic beyond defcription. Innumerable ridges, 
of barren rocks ftretch in all directions ; and 
between them lie the moft fertile plains, which 
fcldom exceed a mile in breadth, watered by 
the river Gotha : The mountains, which are 
compofed of granite, are entirely deftitute of 
trees, and many of them fcarcely exhibit the 
finalleft appearance of vegetation. In this 
part of Sweden I obferved none of thofe de- 
tached fragments of granite, which fo abun- 
dantly overfpread as well many of its inland 
provinces, as the coaft bordering on the Gulf 
of Bothnia. 

In moft places the river flows with a gentle 
current, and in a narrow channel ; and is in 

fom^ 
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fome parts navigable only for fmall craft of 
about 20 tons burden. About ten miles from 
Gotheborg it divides itfelf into three branches ; 
tw^o of which unite again after having en- 
circled a fmall rocky ifland, upon ,the top of 
which ftands the fort of Bohus ; a pidlurefque 
objedtj much celebrated in the early hiftory of 
Sweden, and at that time efteemed impregna- 
ble. The ftrearh formed by the union of thefe 
two branches is called the Northern River, and 
falls into the fea after a courfe of about ten 
piiles. The third branch, which I followed to 
Gotheborg, retains its original nam? of Goth'a: 
the fpace included between the Northern 
River and the Gotha is named the ifland of 
Hifingen. 

Gotheborg, which is diftinguifhed by a 
commodious port, ftands near the fite of an 
ancient town, named Lodefe, that was built 
by Guftavus Vafa; and being endowed with 
confiderable privileges, foon becanjie the great 
emporium for the trade of the weftern pro- 
vinces. Charles IX. when duke of Goth- 
land, having, in 1604, laid the foundations 
of a new town in the ifland of Hifingen at no 
great diftance from Lod?le, called it Gothe- 
borg, in honour of .his duchy. Upon his 

Vox.. lY. Y acceffion 
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acceflion to the throne, he eredcd in his new 
town a trading company ; drew thither many 
foreigners, particularly the Dutch, to whom 
he allowed an exemption from all duties of 
export and import during twenty years ; a 
corps of Engliih and Scotch troops, under 
the command of William Stewart; and grant- 
ed to the Calvinifts eftabliflied therein the 
free exercife of their religion, the firft place 
in Sweden where this toleration was per- 
mitted. By thefe means Gotheborg fpon be- 
canie a flourifhing port *; and, next to Stock- 
holm, the moft commercial town in Sweden. 
The town, being in 1611 reduced to afhes 
by the Danes, was rebuilt in the reign of 
Guftavus Adolphus in its prefent fituation ; 
and obtained a confirmation of its antient 
rights, with the grant of feveral additional 
privileges. 

* A medal was ftruck in r6io, comparing this fudden 
increafe of Gotheborg to the growth of a tree from a flip : 
on one fide the king's name and title^ with an infcriptiog, 
" Gothcb. Prin. Fund. & Condit." On the reverfe a large 
tree, from which hang fufpended the arms of Gotheborg; 
beneath are the river Gotha, and the fortrefs JElffborg, with 
the following motto : 

Quae praebet latas arbor fpatiantibus umbras, ^ 
Quo pofita eft primum tempore virga fuit. 

Dahlin, Vol. IV. p. 422. 

Gotheborg 
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Gotheborg is built in a very Angular fitua- 
tion. At a fmall diftance from the fea is 
a marfliy plain, fcarccly more than half a 
mile in brfeadth, watered by the rivers Gotha 
and Moldal, and almoil entirely inclofed with 
high ridges of rocks ; fo bare and rugged, 
that they fcarcely produce a fingle blade of 
grafs, and exhibit as barren an appearance as 
the fummits of the loftieft Alps. Gothe- 
borg ftands partly upon the ridges, and partly 
in the plain; and is divided, from thefe dif- 
ferent fituations, into the Upper and Lower 
Town. The latter is entirely level, interfered 
by feveral canals in the manner of the Dutch 
towns ; and its hdufes are all conftruded upon 
piles : the upper part hangs on the declivities^ 
and rows of buildings rife one above the other 
like die feats of an amphitheatre. The whole . 
is regularly fortified; and its circumference 
is near three miles, exclufive of the fuburbs, 
called Haga, which lie towards the harbour. 
The ftrects are all uniformly ftraight : a few 
of the houfes are of brick; but the generality 
are conftrufted with wood painted red. The 
harbour is formed by two chains of rocks, 
and is about a quarter of a mile in breadth. 
Its entrance is defended by the fort of New 

Y 2 Elfiborg, 
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Elftborgf which flands upon a fmall rociqr 
iiland> and contains a garrifbn of 250 men; 

There has been lately eflablifiied at Go- 
theborg) a Royal Society of Sciences and Li- 
terature, upon the pkn of that ci Upfida. 
Its A£b» which are v^itten in the Swedifli 
tongue^ and printed in the odavo form, con- 
tain various fubjeAs in the (everal branches 
of fcience, natural hifbory, antiquitieSj hiflDiy» 
iand polite letters ♦. 

I was informed by a merchant who had 
irejided two and twenty years at GoAthorg, 
ihsit, during that period, its poptiktbn has 
increafed confidcrably, and that it now con- 
tains about 20,000 inhabitants. This flou- 
rifliing ftate is undoubtedly owing to the 
cxtenfion of its commerce, particularly its 
Eaft India Company, and the fuccefs of the 
herring fifliery. 

In 173 1 a company of merchants was efta- 
bliihed, with the exclufive privilege of trad- 
ing to the Eaft Indies for 1 5 years ; and after 
various alterations of their charter, the mo- 

♦ At Lund was alfo inftituted, in 1776, a Royal Phy- 
fiographical Society, which was incorporated by the king 
in 1778. The fabje£b treated of in its ASts rdatc only 
fo natural hiftory, chymiftry, and agriculture. 

nopoly 
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nopoly was, at5%the kft renewal, confirmed 
for 20 years, on condition that the company 
ihould advance to government a loan of 
^.124,980, one third whereof without in- 
tereft; and ihould pay £• 2>^^5 ^^^ every 
veiiel proceeding on a trading voyage to the 
Eaft Indies. This company is merely a fo- 
ciety of merchants, who fend annually twp , 
or three vefTels to China. As the port of 
Stockholm, in the Gulf of Bothnia, is clofed 
with ice until the feafon is too far advanced 
for fhips to take their departure from thence 
to the Eaft Indies, the company carries on its 
commerce from Gotheborg, whole harbour, 
being fituated in the German Ocean, is more 
open. The following is the nature of this 
traffic : Sweden containing little fpecie, and 
few manufadlures for exportation, the cap- 
tain of each veflel firft proceeds to Cadiz, 
where he borrows, in the company's name, 
100,000 piaftres, at the intereft of 30 per 
. cent. J he then fails to Canton, and purchafes 
tea, porcelain, and other Chincife commodi- 
ties, which, upon his return to Sweden, are 
difpofed of to great advantage. The ufual 
net profit upon the whole cargo being 70 
' per cent. ; the gain, when the intereft is ds- 
- duiftcd, amounts to about 40 per cent. 

Y 3 In 
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In J 740, the herrings, which had hitherto 
never approached the weftern fliore of Swev 
den, flocking in fhoals to that coaft, the in- 
habitants of Gptheborg eflablifhed a fiflbery, 
which has been attended with confiderable 
advantage. 'Its increafing produce will ap- 
pear from the following table ; 

In 1752 \t yielded only lopg barrels* of 
herrings. 



In 1753 - 20,766 

1754 - 52^828 

1755 - 74»79i 

1761 - II7,2I2i 



In 1762 - 142,091 

1763 - 186,6141 

1764 r 99,6 1 6| 
1768 - 151,483 



The herrings frequent thefe coafts of Swe- 
den in the month of November, when the 
filhery begins, and though it continues fcarcely 
three weeks, yet fupplies during that fliort 
fpace to the fifhermen of Gotheborg about 
600,000 barrels. 

As the coafts in thefe parts are extremely 
rocky, and the fca is fprinkled with innumer- 
able iflands, the way of catching the herrings 
is as follows : Eight boats, manned each with 
two or three fifhermen, draw one large net, 



* A barrel contains 1000 herrings. 



enclpfing 
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enclofing a flioal of herrings, into a creek or 
fmall bay, and the iilh are hovelled on the 
fhorc into confiderable heaps. Of the 600,000 
barrels caught in this manner 200,000 are 
falted, and from the remainder train-oil is ex- 
traded. Fifteen barrels of herrings yield one 
of oil, which is principally exported to Hol- 
land and Spain. 

A barrel of herrings fells, upon an average, 
for I J*. 3^. and when falted from 8j*. to loj-. 
Thefe fifli are not fo fine as thofe caught and 
cured by the Dutch, but being much cheaper, 
are preferred by the Ruffians and Poles. The 
fait is procured from Spain ; and one barrel of 
fait cures three barrels of herrings. Upon an 
average we may eftimate the exportation of 
felted herrings at 150,000 barrels, and the in- 
land confumptioh of Sweden at 50,000. 

An Englifh conful and feveral merchants of 
our nation refide at Gotheborg ; and a chapel, 
with a regular chaplain, is appropriated to 
their ufe. 

As I did not remain a fufficient time in 
Sweden to gain accurate and circumftantial 
information concerning the commerce ; I can 
only add the following particulars. 

Y 4 Cantzler, 
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Cantzler *, whofe accurate account of Swe- 
den cannot be too much recommended to the 
curious reader, informs us, that of the export 
trade Stockholm carries on tt> Gotheborg Af 
and the other ftaple towns tV ; and of the 
import commerce, Stockhokn i, Gotheborg J, 
and the other towns i. 

The fortifications of Gotheborg arc fo weak, 
and its garrifon in general fb finall, that in 
1788 it muft have fallen into the hands of the 
Danes, who, under the pretence of an alliance 
with Ruffia, attacked the Swedes, and march- 
ed from Norway to the gates of Gotheborg, 
if the foreign powers had not interfered. 

The king of Sweden hurried from Dal^car- 
lia, where he was animating the natives to arm 
in his defence, to Carlftadt. There he was 
met by Mr. Elliot, the Englifli minifter at the 
court of Denmark. Guftavus having accept- 
ed the mediation of England, Pruflia, and the 
Hague, Mr. Elliot undertook to flop the fur- 
ther progrefs of the Danifh army; an event 
which he fortunately accomplifhed at the very 
inftant the Danifh troops were taking polTef- 

♦ Mcmoircs furies Affaires Polit. ct Econom. de Suede, 
P- 374. 

fion 
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fion of Bohus, and were within a few hours 
jparch of Gotheborg. Mean while the king 
Tcpaired to Gotheborg, arrived at the gates fo 
^nexpedledly, and at fo late an hour, that he 
had the greateft difficulty in gaining adtnif- 
fion ; and the Danifh herald, who the next 
morning fummoned the town to furrender, was 
furprifed on being introduced to the king, and 
inforxued by his majefly, that tlie citizens 
would defend their ramparts to the laft extre- 
mity. But neither the prefence or courage 
of Quft^vus, who infufed new fpirit into the 
inhabitants, could have faved Gotheborg, if 
the EJnglilh minifter had not flopped the pro- 
grefs of the Danifh army. The firft armiflice, 
concluded under the mediation and guarantee 
of the Englifh minifler, was only for eight 
days, but was afterwards prolonged for a 
month, when he figned the final convention at 
Uddevalla for the evacuation of Sweden. The 
prince of HefTe retreated into Norway; Gothe- 
borg was faved from pillage, Sweden from dif- 
memberraent, and Europe from a general war. 
As the diftricfts which I pafled from Up- 
fala to Trolhaetta are efleemed the fineft and 
mofl populous parts of Sweden ; thofe which 
I traverfed from Gotheborg to Carlfcrona, 

through 
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through the province of Smoland, arc faid to 
be the wildeft, leaft inhabited, and the moft 
uncultivated regions of this kingdom • The 
diftance between Gotheborg and Carlfcrona 
is 38 Swedifh, or 247 Englifh miles; and 
in this extent of ground only one place dig- 
niiied with the name of a town prefented 
itfelf. The villages, for the moft part, con- 
fifted of fix or feven houfes ; and fometimes, 
where I flopped to change horfes, I found 
Bodiing but a fingle folitary cottage: yet, 
along this feemingly inhofpitabk track, I 
met with good roads, tolerable accommoda- 
tions, and a cheerful and contented peafan- 
try. 

March 15^ I quitted Gotheborg, and pafT- 
ed over a fucceflion of barren rocks with few 
trees, fimilar to thofe which ftretch along 
the coafts of the German Ocean near Gothe- 
borg. As I advanced, the country became 
fomewhat more fertile. Hills of granite ap- 
peared lefs frequent ; but large mafles were 
fcattered over the face of the country. The 
region which I travcrfed in this and the fol- 
lowing day, though wild, and not capable of 
much cultivation, was yet infinitely diverfified. 
It was an hilly diftridl, in many parts over- 

fpread 
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fpread with forefts of pines, beech, and oak ; 
interfperfed with paftujre and fmall plains of 
arable land ; fprinkled with feveral pid:urefque 
lakes ; and watered by numberlefs rivulets, 
clear as chryftal, and gurgling ov^ their ftony 
channels. 

During one poft of this day's route I was 
driven by a peafant's daughter; and as the 
roads were in many parts exceedingly ftecp, 
it required/fpme ftrength, and much dexterity, 
to dired the horfes, and to prevent thp car- 
riage from being overturned^ I propofed tha 
my fervant, who was an expert driver, fliould 
take the reins : the girlj however, offended 
at my queftioning her {kill, peremptorily re- 
jefted my propofal; and, placing herfelf in 
the poftillion's feat, drove off at full fpeed, 
governing the horfes in fuch^ fkilfiil man- 
ner^ that fhe foon quietqd^y apprehenfions, 
and we arrived at the end of the poft 'without 
the flighteft alarm ; nor was I for the future 
in the leaft apprehenfive of trufting myfelf 
to the guidance of a Swedifh country girl. 

I paffed the night at Hunnaryd in a pea- 
faht's cottage, and fet off early in the morn- 
ing ; but had not proceeded far before I was 
obliged to ftop at Giflavy, to repair a wheel 

of 
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of my carriage : the place contained but one 
imith, and he had lately become blind ^ and 
as none of the wheels in the yiJlage would 
fit the axk-tree, I purchafed a new axl^tree 
and four wheels, for the fiim of £.i. i6s. 
upon which the body of my cart being placed, 
I proceeded on my journey. A little beyond 
Giflavy, I croflcd a rivulet npar an iron fbun- 
dery. The native ore is prpcuied in fmall 
round pieces> about the fize of pea-ihot, from 
the bottom of a nei^bouripg lakejL an4 for^g;ed 
iota excellent iron* 

Soon afterwards, I quitted the moun^m-r 
ous diftrid:; and defcended gradually into a 
iandy plain, diverfified with woods* lakes, 
and corn-fields. About feven miles from 
Vernamo, where I took my ftation for the 
night, I again came into a hilly country, and 
advanced to Wexio ; a town feated upon the 
banks of a pleafant lake, which contained a. 
group of woody iflands. The town, though 
a bifliop's fee, is exceedingly fiiiall : the houfes 
are moftly of wood ; the inhabitants chiefly 
fubfifl by the traffic in cattle, that graze in 
the luxuriant paftures, with which the in- 
tervals of the moft barren mountains and ex- 
tenfive forells arc occaiionally enriched. 

As 
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As in the courfe of this route I conftaatly 
took iTiy.repaft during the day, and paflcd 
every night in the cottages; I had frequent 
opportunities of oblerving the oiftoms, man- 
ners, and food of the pejilants. Upon en- 
tering a cottage, I ufiidly found afl the ia- 
ijiily anployed in carding flax, fpinning thread, 
and in weaving coarfd linen, and £>metime$ 
cloth. The peasants are excellent contrivers, 
and apply the coarfeft materials to ibme ufc- 
fill purpofe. They twift ropes from fwines* 
brifUes, horfes* manes, and bark of trees, and 
nfe eel-fkinS for bridles. Their food prin- 
cipally confifts of (alted flelh and fifh, eggs, 
milk, and hard bread. At Michaehnas rfiey 
ufually kill their cattle, and fait them for the 
cnfuing Winter and Spring. Twice in the 
year they bake their bread in large round 
cakes, v/hich are ftrang upon files of fticks, 
and fufpcnded clofe to the ceilings of the 
cottages. They are fo hard as to be occa- 
iionally bro^n with a hatchet, but are not 
onpleafant. The peafants ufe beer for their 
common drink, and are n^uch addided to 
malt fpirits. In the diftridts towards the 
weftern coafts, and at no great diftance in- 
£uk1, tea and coffee are not unufually found 

in 
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in the Swcdiih cottages ; which are procured 
in gre^t plenty^ and at a cheap rate, from 
Gotheborg* 

The pcafants are well clad in ftrong cloth 
of their own weaving. Their cottages, though 
built with wood, and only of one ftory, are 
comfortable and commodious. The room 
in which the family fleep is provided with 
ranges of beds in tiers (if I may fo exprefs 
myfelf), one above the .other: upon the 
wooden tefters of the beds in which the wo- 
men lie, are placed others for the reception 
of the men, to which they afcend by means 
of ladders. To a perfon who has juft quitted 
Germany, and been accuftomed to tolerable 
inns, the Swedifh cottages may perhaps ap- 
pear miferable hovels ; to me, who had been 
long ufed to places of far inferior accommo- 
dation, they feemed almoft palaces. The 
traveller is able to procure many conve- 
niences, and particularly a feparate room from 
that inhabited by the family, which could 
feldom be obtained in the Polifh and Ruffian 
villages. During my courfe through thofe 
two countries, a bed was a phaenomenon which 
feldom occurred, excepting in the large towns, 
and even then not,alway3 completely equip- 

9 ped; 
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ped; but the pooreft huts of Swcdeii were 
never deficient in this article of comfort: an 
evident proof that the Swedifh peafants are 
more civilized than thofe of Poland and JRuf- 
lia. After having witnefled the flavery of 
the pealants in thofe two countries, it was 
a pleafing fatisfadtion to find myfelf agaia 
among freemen, in a kingdom where there 
is a more equal divifion of property; where 
there is no valTalage 5 where the loweft order 
enjoy a fecurity of their perfons and property j 
and where the advantages refulting from this 
-right are vifible to the commoneft obferven 

On the. 1 8th at noon I quitted the province 
of Smpland, and entered that of Blekinge, 
As I approached the fhores of the Baltic to- 
wards Carlfcrona, ridges of granite again made 
their appearance, fometimes bare, fometimes 
covered with heath, or clothed with foreft. 
About half a mile from Carlfcrona we came 
upon a fixie view of that town, ftanding in an. 
ifland. 

During a fortnight*s progrefs from Stock- 
holm to Carlfcrona, through a tradt of about 
50Q Englifli miles, the weather was fo clear, 
dry, and delightful, that I felt no inconve- 
nience from performing the journey in an 
open cart. There was a gentle froft at night 

and 
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and morning; but the remaining part of ttic 
dby was cheered with a genial fun* The 
Spring, indeed, of that year was remarkably 
forward and exceedingly mild. The port of 
Carlfcrona, which is frequently clofed with 
ice until the month of April, was open early 
in March. The pcafants of Upland and 
Weftmanland feldom till their lands before 
April*; but I obferved, during my paflage 
through thofe provinces in the beginning of 
March, that the hufbandmen had already be- 
gun to plow the fields, and to fow their 
barley and oats. The rapid progrefs of ve- 
getation in thefe northern regions was ex- 
tremely vifible from the quick fhooting of the 
pafture and young corn, which, though the 
fnow had only been melted three weeks, were 
in a flourifhing ftate. 

I was greatly furprized to find that Sweden 
would yield fufficient grain for the interior 
confumption of the inhabitants ; if fuch large 
quantities were not employed in the diftilla- 
tion of malt fpirits. The northern parts of 
Sweden and Finland produce excellent rye; 
and the fouthern provinces wheat, oats, and 

♦ Am, Acad. p. 372 i alfo StiUingfket's TraSs, p. 153. 

barley. 
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barley. The wheat and rye are fown in 
the middle of.Auguft, and are reaped in th« 
fame month of the following year. Barley 
and oate are configned to the ground in Spring 
immediately upon the melting of the fnow : 
the former is cut down towards the end of 
Auguft; and tlje oats about the middle of 
September. 



Vol. IV. Z CHAP. 



338 TRAVELS INTO SWEDEN. Jl, 7. 

C H A P. XL 

Garlfcrona.— AT^^ docks — Swedifli fleet. -^ 
Sailors. — Chriftianftadt. — Helfingborg.— 
General remarks on the mode of travelling in 
Sweden. — Poji-^horfes, — Roads. — Similarity 
between many general exprejfions in the Engliih 
^nd Swedish tongues. 

CARLSCRONA derives Its origin and 
name from Charles XI. who firft laid 
the foundations of a new town in 1680 j and 
removed the fleet from Stockholm to this 
place, on account of its advantageous fituation 
in the center of the Swedifh feas, and the 
fuperior fecurity of its harbour. The greateft 
part of Carlfcrona flands upon a fmall rocky 
ifland, which rifes gently in a bay of the 
Baltic ', the fuburbs extend over another fmall 
rock, and along the mole clofe to the bafon 
where the fleet is moored. The way into the 
town from the main land is carried over a dyke 
to an ifland, and from thence along tv/o long 
wooden bridges joined by a barren rock. The 
town is fpacious, and contains about 1 8,000 
inhabitants. It is adorned with one or two 

handfome 



jC. II. C A R t S C R 6 K A. 33^ 

haftdfome churches, and a few tolerable houles 
of brick ; but the generality of buildingis are 
of wood. The fuburbs are fortified towards 
the land by a ftone wall. Thfe entrance into 
the harbour, which by nature is extreriiely 
difficult from a number of fhoals and rocky 
iflands, is ftill further fecured from the attack 
of an enemy's fleet by two flrong forts built 
€)n two illands, under the batteries of which 
all veflels muft pafs. 

During our ftay at Carlfcrona, we received 
great civilities, and were entertained in the 
moft hofpitable manner by many perfons of 
the firft diftindion ; and had no difficulty in 
obtaining permiffion to infpecS the dock-yard, 
and the whole fleet* 

Formerly vefl!els in this port> when careen- 
ed and repaired, were laid upon their fides 
in the open harbour^ until a dock^ according 
to a plan given by Polhem, was hollowed 
in the folid rock: it was begun in 17 14, and 
iinifhed in 17245 but, as it was too fmall 
for the admiffion of men of war, it has lately 
been enlarged, and is now capable of receiv- 
ing a fhip of the firft rate. Its dimenfion^ 
are in length 190 Swedifh feet; in depth 33; 
and in breadth 46. It contains 300,000 cu- 
• '. Z,z bic 
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bic feet of water, and is ufually emptied in 
ten hours. Ninety men are employed in 
pumping at the fame time, and are relieved 
every half hour by the lame number. This 
being at prefent the only receptacle for the re- 
pairing of fhips, new docks have been begun 
upon a ftupendous plan worthy of the antient 
Romans. According to the original fcheme, 
it was intended to conftru6l thirty docks, for 
building and laying up the largefl fhips, at the 
extremity of the harbour. 

A large bafon, capable of admitting two 
men of war, is defigned to communicate, by 
fluices, with two fmaller bafons, from each 
of which are to extend, like the radii of a 
circle, five rows of covered docks : each row 
is to be feparated by walls of ftone ^ arid each 
dock to be provided with fluice-gates, fb as to 
be filled or emptied by means of pumps. Clofe 
to the docks, magazines for naval ftores are to 
be conftrufted, and the whole to be enclofed 
with a ftone wall. 

The projeft, begun in 1757, was much 
neglefted until the acceflion of his prefent 
majefty, who warmly patronifed the arduous 
undertaking. At the commencement of the 
works, ^. 25,000 . were annually expended 

upon 
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Upon them ; which fum has been leflencd to 
about ^^.6,000 per annum; and the number 
of docks reduced to twenty. 

The following was the ftate of thefe works 
in March 1779. 

The firft large bafon was finiihed. Its di- 
menfions are 250 feet in length, no in breadth, 
^nd 32 in depth. The greatcft part has been 
liollowed out of the rock, which was per- 
forated under water ; and the excavations filled 
with gunpowder, introduced and exploded 
through hollow tubes. The rock being thus 
blown up and removed, the bottom and fides 
were afterwards fmoothed, cemented with 
pu^zulana brought from Naples, and nicely 
finifhed to an even furface. Three of the 
iides are faced with hewn granite; and the' 
fourth is defended from the violence of the 
waves by a pier of the lame material. The 
two entrances into the fmaller bafons were 
nearly completed, and the fluice-gates, of' a 
lingular conftrud^ion, were building: they 
arc hollow . machines ; and are fo contrived, 
that, when filled with water, they afford a 
paflage to the (hip by finking, and rife again 
when emptied. The principle of mechanics 
hy which they ^d: is fomewhat fimilar to that 

23 of 
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of dieJkamedis, cmfilafcd ia. conveying) hurger 
ydSela over die b^trs atAmfterdam'Swd Pe-- 
terfburgh *. The two fmiBller luibDS» ibnskdl 
by excsivatbns of the rbck^ aod of^ia femicir- 
cedar fhapc, were partly finifhed. ■ 

With refpcd to the docks, t!he mafiifials 
' were prepared for their conftruj^tion } ^and the • 
rock iff fomc places had' been h^ansim ^aemsf^ 
aikl in ethers the earth vhad been v^mawd^ 
The bottom of . ooe ^was^aircady tiompActted; 
Its Aape was dliptkral;: the pht^>tm -iuid 
lovi«r paiiC ^of: tha waUsclOTece comj^^^ of 
hewn {inuniQif and cembntoi'Withrpij«ti:AHijf« 
and the ftones, upon which the keel of a 
new fhip was to be hid down, were adjuited. 
It was expedled that this dock would be en- 
tirely covered in before the end of 1779* It 
was computed, that one new dock would be 
annually finiihed; and that in twenty years 
this grand undertaking would be carried into 
execution. The water will be introduced, and 
pumped out, by windmills, or by hands, as 
occafion requires. 

The primary view and intention ef thi? 
grand plan vras to obtain dry docks, for tke 

^ * See Vol. DL p; 350, 

purpofe 
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purpofe of keeping the whole fleet entirely 
covered from wind and weather. It has, 
however, been a queftion much agitated in 
Sweden, whether large velTels are not more 
efFedlually preferved in water, than when fe- 
cured in dry docks ; a folijtion of which can 
only be given by perfons well experienced in 
naval affairs. But fhould this be allowed, yet 
thefe docks will ftill be greatly ferviceable for 
the conftruftion and repairing, if not for the 
prefervation of fliips. 

An interval of five years had clapfed fincc 
my former vifit (o- Carlfcrona, and I did not 
iind the works advanced as much as I could 
have expefted. loftead of building one dock 
every year, as was intended, only one has been 
finifhed in the fpace of nine year« fince the 
commencement of the undertaking; and as 
only two more were in the leaft forwardnefs, it 
will probably be a century before the plan is 
completed. The dock which is finiflied gives 
a complete idea of the expence and greatnefs 
of the plan. The bottom and iides nre of 
hewn granite, rows of granite pillars fupport 
the roof, and bear rather the appearance of a 
colonnade to a temple, than a receptacle for 
ihips. 

Z 4 The 
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The fhips are built at Carlicrona, chiefly 
by Englifh artilans. Though the provinces 
of Blekinge and Skone abound with oaks, 
yet, as there is not a fufficiency for a con- ' 
tinued fupply, the Swedes procure their fhip- 
timber from Germany. They npiade their 
two laft contrads with the king of Pruflia ; 
the firft for 400,000 Swedifti cubic feet ♦ ; 
the laft for aoo,ooo. The latter were de- 
livcred in 1778, at the rate of 51. 10^. per 
cubic foot. Thty are fupplied from their 
own territories M^th mafts and deals, pitch 
and tar, and the greateft part of the flaj 
ufed in the navy 5 and manufedurc their own 
ropes and fails from hemp chiefly imported 
from Riga, They caft their own cannon, 
and make their own gunpowder with Swedifli 
faltpetre. The harbour of Carlfcrona, in 
which the Swedifti fleet lies at anchor, is 
large and commadious, with depth of water 
fufficient for fhips of the firft rate to carry 
their lower tier of guns. 

Upon paper, the Swedifh navy, in 1779, 
amounted to 30 fhips of the line, including 
thofe of 40 guns, and 1 5 frigates, befide gal- 

* I ceo Swcdifh feet =: 1027 Englifli feet, 

lies, 
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lies, prames, apd xebecs. But as feveral of 
thelb veflcls were very old and exceedingly 
9ut of repair, we could not cftimate thofe fit 
for fcrvice at that period to have been more 
than ao fliips of the line, and 10 frigates* 

Though I was not able to obtain a com- 
plete catalogue of the whole navy; yet the 
following lift of all the fhips then in commif- 
fion, and fitting out for a cruife in the Baltic 
in 1779, the aera of the armed neutrality, will 
help to fupply the deficiency, 

Vcffels fitting out in March 1779. ' 



Karoes. Guns. 

Sophia Magdalena, new 74 

Guftavus ill. new - 74 

Prince Guftavus - - 74 

Gotha Lyon - • - 74 

King Adol(ri)us Frederic 70 

Frederic Adolphus, new 64 

Sophia Albertina - - 64 

Enigheten -. - - - 64 

jFinland «* « « * 60 



Names. Guns, 

Vaia^new - - - - 60 
Upland) ftationed at 7 

Gotheborg - - J ^^ 
Taramas «<v - - - 40 
Swart Orn - - - 40 
lUerin, bound to Morocco 36 
Prince Guftavus^ new 32 
Trolle, ia Finland * 32 
Erenfvard, in Finland 32 



The feamen belonging to government are 
regiftered, and amount to 18,000: of thefe 
fbme receive their pay in money ; and others 
arc diftributcd in the fame manner as the 
national militia, finall portions of land in tlie 
iflands and upon the fea-coaft being afligned tQ 

then^ 
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them for their fobfiftcncc. Of thcfe 1 8,000 
iailors, according to the moil favourable ac- 
counts, only about 6000 arc reputed to be 
'experienced feamen: the reft are mere pea- 
iants/ Upon an emergency, the king enjoys 
the power of prefling failors from the mer- 
chantmen, but only in exchange fgr the re- 
giftered feamen. 

At Carlfcrona I rejoined my companions, 
whom I had quitted at Stockholm ; exchang- 
ed my open cart for a more commodious ve- 
hicle ; and continued my journey from thence 
to Helfingborg, which clofes my travels in 
Sweden. Our route lay through the provinces 
of Blekinge and Skone, For the firft two or 
three pofts the country was hilly and rocky, and 
covered with foreft; afterwards it changed to 
a level and fertile plain. Our road lay near 
the fliore ; and we had many fine fea-views, 
with numerous rocks and fmall .iflands fcat- 
tered in all direftions. About twelve miles 
from the village of Felkinge, where we took 
our ftation for the night, we entered Skone, 
called by foreigners Scania, the moft level 
and the moft fertile of all the Swedifh pro- 
vinces. We pafTed through Chriftianftadt, 
a ftrong fortified town, built in 16 14 by 
4 Chriftian 
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Chriftian IV. king of Denmark, when this 
province belonged to the Danes ; and finally 
ceded to the Swedes, by the peace of Roikild, 
in i658. The town is fmall, but neatly built, 
and is efteemed the flrongeft fortrefs in Swe- 
den. The houfes are all of brick, and moftly 
ftuccoed white. It ftands in a^ marfhy plain 
clofe to the river Helge-a, which flows into 
the Baltic at Ahus, about the diftance of 20 
miles, and is navigable only for fmall craft of 
7 tons burden. Englifh veffels annually re- 
fort to this port for alum, pitch, and tan 
The inhabitants have manufa<ftures of cloth 
and filkcn iluffs ; and carry on a fmall degree 
of commerce, 

A little beyond Chriftianftadt, as we ap- 
proached the coafts of the Sound, the country 
rofe into fmall inequalities, covered at inter- 
vals with trees : the foil was chiefly fand mix- 
ed with vegetable mould. We arrived, late in 
the evening of March the 21ft, at Helfing- 
borg, the place of embarkation upon the Sound 
for Denmark. » 

- Before I conclude my travels into Sweden, 
I fhall throw together a few remarks upon the 
mode of travelling, and other general heads, 
which I had no occafion to touch upon in a 
particular manner* 

Travelling 
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Travelling in Sweden is perfedlly contimo- 
dious to a perfon acquainted with the ufual 
method of procuring horfes. At the difierent 
towns and villages upon the high roads, poft- 
horfcs are not always regularly ftationed i but 
if the traveller fends forward a peafant to ap- 
point relays, at a certain ftipulated place and 
time, his orders are pun<5tually executed. 
The negleft of this precaution has caufed 
frequent delays to inexperienced foreigners, 
as it did to us upon our firft arrival in the 
country ; for we were obliged to wait at each 
poft-houfe until horfes could be obtained from 
the adjacent villages. The ufual prance of 
fupplying poft-horfes is regulated in a manner 
very convenient and cheap to travellers, yet 
extremely burdenfome to the natives *• AH 

perfons 

♦ Cantzler makes the following judicious remarks upon 
this fubjc6l. In enumerating the obftacles to the im- 
provement of agriculture in Sweden, he mentions, among 
others, " Les voiturages publics et le tranfport des voya- 
" geurs, a faire tour-a-tour par les payfans affignes aux 
" relais de pofte les plus voifins. Ceux^ci font extreme- 
*' ment onereux aux cultivateurs, obliges, chacun au moins 
" trois fois par mols, d'envoycr un valet ou gar^on avec 
." un'ou deux chevaux a I'endroit de relais, qui leur eft 
*^ afTigne, pour s'y tenir une journee entiere pret au 
*« tranfport des poftes, fans que les payfans en re^oivent 
« aucunc compcnfation, a moins qu'il nc furvienne de 

" voyageur, 
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perfons pofleffing land of a certain tenure are 
bound to fend one or more horfes, two or 
three times in the month, to the neighbouring 
poft-houfe: if they are not wanted, they 
return, after waiting 24 hours, without any 
compenfation for their labour and lofs of 
time *j and, if employed, receive a very in- 
adequate recompence *. I found, indeed, 
travelling fo exceedingly cheap in Sweden, 

" voyagcur. Cette corvee s'aH>elle HoUsfkjuts, et il s'y 
^^ perd chaque fois un jour et demi. Mr, Modeer, ie- 
** cretaire de la fociete pau-iotique, fuppo(e 700 endroits 
« de rclais dans tout ce royaume,ct fept chevaux journelle- 
*^ ment affignes a chaque endroit de relais. £n ne compt^ 
^ ant meme que 300 endroits de relais, et 4 chevaux pour 
" chacun, ce qui fait 1200 chevaux par jour, du 432,000 
*^ chevaux par an, a 360 jours, cette forte de corv6es caufe 
•* pour Tagriculture une perte annuelle de 216,000 jour- 
<^ n^es d^ouvrage i faire par un valet et deux chevaux/' 
See Cantzler's Memoirs, &c^ p. 202. 

♦ When we firft entered Sweden, we only paid 16 
ftivers = 5^. for each horfe per Swedifti mile from the 
towns, and 12 ftivers, or =: 3|^/• from the villages: this 
price was fo exceedingly low, that at the laft diet the ftates 
increafed it : the new regulation took place on the i6th of 
March. 1779; from which time 24 ftivers =: lod* was 
paid in the towns for each horfe for a Swediih mile, and 16 
or 5^. in the villages. Even, according to this advanced 
price, the highefl fum is not quite i f ^. and the loweft not 
a penny, per hvrfe, for an Englillji mile. 

that. 



350 TrXTXLS^ INTO SWiDEN. t*/* 

ih$t, faring a couvfe ol^ 50O mSes/ hommf 
^eptffiuo frcxn Stx)Ckkdlm to iny ^totivdl at 
Carlfcrona^ my whok expences^ inckk&ig the 
prime coft of my cart» the hire of pc^-horfe, 
the gratuities to th? drivers, aitd the accom^ 
nodations on the road, did not amount to 
J^.20, although my Swedifli fervaAt occa^ 
fionaUy taxed me with want of oexxHKMSf* 
The drivers being die peafimts themfchm; 
who ufually attend with their owti hor&s, 
ire contiiMted with a fmall acknowle<%fnent 
of about 2d. or 3 ^. *fi)r each poft. The 
hades are imall, but lively and adive; two 
were ufually the complement for my cart; 
and they went generally at the rate of fix 
or feven miles in an hour: the poftilion never 
rode, but fat upon a finall bench at the ex- 
tremity of the cart. 

The regulations of the poft are very ex- 
cellent. At each pofl-houfe is kept a day- 
book or journal, in which each traveller fets 
dpwn his- name and charafter, the day and 
hour of his arrival and departure, the place 
from whence he came, and whither he is go- 
ing, and the number of horf^s he requires. 
One column is appropriated to complaints ; fo 
that if the poft-mafter is impertinent or im- 
' ' pofing^ 
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poling, his condud: is known, as the journal 
is every month infpeded by the officers of go- 
vernment. 

The high roads of Sweden wind agreeably 
through the country, are made with flone or 
gravel, and are as good as our turnpikes in 
England ; and yet not a fingle toll is exadted 
from the traveller. Each landholder is ob- 
liged to keep in repair a certain part of the 
road in proportion to his property; and, for 
the purpofe of afcertaining their refpedivc 
portions, fmall pieces of wood, or ftone, mark- 
ed with numbers and capital letters, are placed 
at different diftances on each fide of the way. 

In no kingdom, fince I quitted England, 
have I obferved fo many feats fcattered over 
the face of the country as I perceived in 
Sweden; where the gentlemen of moderate 
fortunes, as with us, are accuftomed to refid^ 
upon their eftates in rural plenty. Thefe feats, 
being compofed of an aflemblage of wooden 
buildings, and painted red, make a neat ap- 
pearance : occupying a large extent of ground, 
they look, at fome diftance, like fmall villages, 
and contribute greatly to the ornament of the 
country : they arc moft frequent near the 
lakes; and are not uncommonly fituated in 

the 
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the midft of hanging woods, or broken rocks 
fiiipended over the water. 

During my progrefs through this kingdom, 
r could not avoid^ being ftruck with a (urpriT- 
ihg refemblaiice between the Englifh acid 
Swediih hnguage^ not only in fin^ word^ 
but in whole phrafes, io that a quick En^ifh 
ear may comprehend many expreffions in com- 
mon converiation. Among other inftances of 
this kind, I heard the poftilions cry out, 
«• Come, let us goj"— *• kt usfee;"-^« ibnd 
« ^Kll i"— ^ hold your tongue j"— ^' go on ♦;* 
I naturally inquired their meaning of my in- 
terpreter, and found that they had the £une 
fignification as in our own language. They 
arc for the moft part pronounced more like the 
Scotti(h-|- than the Englifh accent; and in- 
deedy in general, the Swedes appeared to mc 

* Thefe words are thus written in the Swediih tongue: 

^ din tunga''—^ Go an.'' 

t A Swedifli gentleman of my acquaintance made the 
fiune remark during a tour in Scotland ; that there was a 
much nearer refemblance between the Scotch and Swediihy 
than between the Swediih and Englifh) both in words and 
general pronunciation. The fame gentleman alio informed 
ine> that diere are fevera! obfdete Swedifh words which are 
very common in Scotland* 

as 
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as if they were talking broad Scotch. Nor is 
this any matter of wonder ; for it is probable, 
that the Scottifh mode of fpeaking is the fame 
as was formerly ufed in England; and that, 
while we have gradually foftened our pronun- 
ciation, the Scots have retained it. With re- 
fpe6t to the fimilarity between the Swedifli 
and Englifh tongues *, we may remark that 
they are both dialedts of the Teutonic or Ger- 
man : and if in pronunciation they refemble 
more to each other than to their original ftock, 
it is owing to this circumftance ; that we are 
certainly defcended from the Swedes and Danes, 
whofe languages are only different dialeftsj.and 
the old Saxon, which gave rife to the Englifh, 
was probably firft introduced into our ifland by 
fettlers, or invaders, from thefe northern king-7 
doms. 

♦ That the affinity between the Swedilh and Englifh 
languages was more obvious in former times, appears from 
an anecdote mentioned in p. 182 of this volume. 
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Xjondfcrona.^^Lund. — Account ofprofejfor^t^ 
zius. — Cnlmar. — Jonkioping. — Wadjiena. 
* — Medvi.'— Nordkioping. 

ASubfequent journey into the North in 
1784, furniflied me with additional 
materials for ,an account of thofe parts of 
Sweden, which I did not vifit in my former 
tour ; and a defcription of Norway. 

July 20th. After expreffing to Mr. Elliott 
our warmeft acknowledgments for his polite 
and friendly attention to us, we quittted Co- 
penhagen at four in the evening; embarked 
in a four-oared boat, and failed to Landfcrona 
with a favourable breeze. The diftahce is 
about fixteen miles. 

On approaching Landfcrona, we were cm- 

barrailed with fhoals and rock^ ; and as the 

Daniih watermen were unacqiiaintcd with the 

coaft of Sweden, we could not difengage our- 

A a 3 felvcs. 
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felvcSft . and .(houl^ J^^^ .\^^^ £<Knp!ellsd to 
return to Copenhagen, if fortunately two 
Swedi(h failors, obferving our diftrefs, had not 
waded through the fea, and conducted our vcf- 
fel into port. 

Landfcrona, About tWrenty tftiles from Lund, 
a place of very little ftrength, is now ftrong- 
iy fortifying, and will beo6me ^ fo i ^t fe ^f 
great confequcnce, if the works fliouM tver 
be completed. But it fccnxi as 1fl3ie Swedes, 
in all their undertakings, formed plans much 
too gftiit iatnd icxpeiifive for their finances 
' and poorer ; and confequentljr, that dicy fii- 
tlom can fihtfli what they begin. Such fes 
been the fate of Carlfcrona, Trolhtetfei, and 
Sveaborg ; and, perhaps, Landfcrona will ftrr- 
nifh another inftance of their attempting to 
fcxecute what exceeds their revenue. 

The objed of the works now carrying on 
at Landfcrona is to ereda fortrefs, which fliall 
command the whole coaft of 8cania lying op^- 
pofite to the Ifle of Zealand, and to form a 
harbour for gallies. 

The old fortrefs or citadel mounts feventy- 
•four guns, and requires a garrifon of two or 
liirce hundfed men. 

The 
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The harbour lies between the continent and 
a (maU iiland about half a mile in circumfe- 
rence^ and h at leaft twenty feet in depth, and 
will form a very commodious flation for the 
gallies. 

This harbour is to he protedled by a new 
citadel on the fmall ifland. For this purpoie 
the ifland i$ encircling with walls and baftions 
of hewn granite. The works are very labo- 
rious and expendve ; hr the ground being a 
XQOrafs, the ifland muft be drained by means of 
windmills^ and the foundations of the fortifica- 
tions and buildings be laid on piles. The 
town alfoy towards the land, is encircling with 
ah extenflve range of fc^tifications, no lefs ex« 
penilve and difficult than the former. 

Being from fomaer experience well acquaint- 
ed with the mode of travelling in this country, 
we fent forwards our Englifh pofl*-chai£e from 
Cpp4ihlig€» to Stockholm, and purchafed for 
our^ves two imall peasant's carts, each pro- 
vided with an anH'-dbtair hung upon fprings. 
Jo thefe vehicies we went ufually at the rate 
pf eight or nine miles in an hour, and not un-^ 
frequently travelled from eighty to a hundred 
miks in a day. 

hvBd, th» capital of Scania, is efteemed 
A a 4 the 
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the moft antient town in Sweden, according to 
an old proverb, that when our Saviour was 
born, Lund was in its glory. The fimilarity 
of the genitive cafe Lunden, to the name of 
the Englifh capital, has led fome antiquarians 
to conjefture, that London derived its appella- 
tion from this place. 

Lund contains fcarcely more than 800 in- 
habitants, carries on but little trade, and is 
principally fupported by its univerfity, efta- 
blifhed by Charles the Eleventh, and called, 
from the name of its founder, Academia Caro^ 
Una Gothorum. There are twenty-one profef- 
fors, and three hundred ftudents. The library 
contains 20,000 volumes. 

The botaaical garden is by no means in a 
flouriftiing ftate, the number of plants not 
exceeding 1200. 

' Lund is an archbifliopric. The cathedral 
is an antient irregular building, raifed at dif- 
ferent intervals. The clerk did not omit to 
carry us into a fubterraneous chapel, with a 
vaulted roof fupported by grotefque pillars; 
on two of which are the figures of a man and 
woman carved in ftone, ftretching out tlieir 
arms, as if they were attempting to pull down 
the pillars. Thefe grotefque figures have given 

rife 
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rife to the following legend : — A giant built 
the chapel, at the requeft of the firft bifhop, 
on condition that the latter (hould promife to 
give him either the fun and moon, his two 
eyes, or fin^ out his name. When the build- 
ing was nearly finifh^d, the bifhop, who had 
not yet found out the giant's name, walked in 
the environs of the town in great anxiety to a 
neighbouring eminence, and happened to hear 
the giant's wife call her hufband by the name 
of Fin, Ektcd with this difcovery, he rie- 
turned to the town, and faluted the giant by 
his name. • The latter was fo enraged, that he 
endeavoured, with the affiftance of his wife, to 
pull down the chapel ; but in their firft at- 
tempt they were turned into ftones. 
• The following account of profeflbr Retzius 
was communicated by my learned friend Dr. 
Pulteney. 

" It was in the univerfity of Lund, that 
*' Linnaeus acquired, at a very early age, the 
** firft fyftematic ideas of Natural Hiftory, 
*• under profeflbr Stobseus ; and he lived to fee 
^* his favourite ftudies beginning to flourifh 
** in that feminary, under the influence of one 
** of his own pupils. He had lamented in 
^ his writings,* that in a fituation much more 

" favourable 
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^ favourable than that of Up&Ia, as being four 
'* degrees more foutherJy, the garden of Lund 
•* had not rifen to ibme eminence. 

** His regret on this occafion will probaUy 
*' be foon done awray by the zeal and exertions 
•* of the prefcnt profcflfor of natural hiftory; 
** Dr. Andrew John Retz. This gendenno 
** probably received hi« tafte for natural fci- 
^ ence from his father ; who, with two ad- 
^ jun<9:s, in 1729, at the expence of Stobaeus, 
^ inveftigated the wholb provioce of Scania 
^ in iearch of plants. . 

'^ Retz firft made himfelf known to the 
^ Ikerary world, by a paper publiihed in the 
" 25 th volume of the Swedifli Afts for the 
" year 1764, on the Preparation of Salep 
" from the Roots of the OrcMs Mono, (Mea- 
" dow Orchis) i to which he gave a clearnefs, 
" and mucilaginous property, equal to what is 
" fctn in the Sa/ep of the Eaft. 

" Soon after this time M. Retz gave lee- 
" tures in natural hiftory and pharmacy, in 
" the univerfity of Lund -, on which occafion 
" he publifhed in 8vo. 1769, ^ An Abftrad:, 
" or enlarged Syllabus, of the Elements of 
" Pharmacy:' an art, for the teaching of 
" which, profeflbrfhips are eftabliflied in the 
*' univerfities of Sweden. 

'' In 
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^ In the fame year he publifhed a traft on 
" die fare Plants of Scania, in the coUeding 
** of which, he was affifted by two of his 
** friends. It was printed in the Swedifh 
^* Afts, vol. 30. 

^ About the fame time he alfo read lednres 
" in cfeemiftfy^ and was appointed Demon- 
** ilrator in the botanical garden. 

** lia 1772 hewrote^in theSwcdifli tongue, 
^ an ^ Introdudion to the Knowledge of the 
^ Attimal Kingdom,' 8vo. pp. 136. This 
*** was inteftided to familiarize the zoological 
** lyftem of Linnoias to his oountrymen, 

^^ In die 3ift volume of the Swedifh A6ts, 
** anno 1770^ ^ Obfervations on a Paper writ- 
^* ten by M. Mounet, concerning tlie Method 
*' of preparing Corrofive Sublimate, inthemoiji 
^* way I and in the fame volume, ^ Expcri- 
** ments on the Tartar of Wine, and its 
'*' Acid.' 

^^ In 1 774 was publiflied, in the form of an 
** academical differ tation, the firfl fpecimen of 
'** hi^ 'Obfervaticnes Botanical i a work which 
** was afterwards enlarged, re-publifhed, and 
'•'• occafionally continued, as will be noticed in 
^ 'the fubfequent part of this account. 

*' Soon after this time, acadeniical honours 

^* were accumulated on our author. He be- 

8 " came 
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^* catne one of the royal profeffors in the uni- 
**: verfity of Lund, and fecretary to a Phyfio- 
^* graphical Society eftablifhed in the fame 
** place. He had been chofen fellow of the 
" Medical Society of Copenhagen 5 of the 
** Natures Cuxiofarum of Berlin; and corre- 
** fponding member of the Oeconomical So* 
** ciety of Leipfic. . 

•* In 1779 Jie printed Flora Scandinavia 
^^ Prodromusj 8vo. pp. joo. Rctzius ' calls 
*^ this Flora the outline of a larger work, in 
** which he meditated to defcribe the plants of 
" Sweden, Lapland, Finland, Pomerania, 
" Denmark, Norway, Holfatia, Iceland, and 
" Greenland, after the example of Linnaeus in 
*^ the Mantijfa^ and of Pollich in his • Plants 
*' of the Palatinate/ In this Prodromus few 
" fynonyms are introduced, but many obfer- 
** vations, which evince the fcientific genius 
** of the author, and his clofe adherence to the 
** principles of his great mafter at Upfala. It 
" is fuch a fpecimen as would induce the bo- 
" tanifts of Europe to wifh the author may 
** perfeft his fcheme. 

" After the publication of this work, he 
" was complimented by Dr. Thunberg, the 
" fucceflbr of Linnaeus, with the applica- 

« tion 
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** tion of his name to a new genus of plants, 
** nearly allied to the Convolvulus. It is de- 
** fcribed, and figured in the fecond volume 
** of the Asia Nunclenfia. 

** In 1783 the author's Prolegomena in Thar- 
** macologiam Regni Vegetabilis were printed at 
** Leipfic; and in 1786 tranflated into the 
^* German tongue, and publiihed with notes, 
^* by J. F. WeMrumb. 

" In 1779 M. Retz publifhed an enlarged 
** edition of his Fafciculus OkfervatimumBo^ 
** tanicarum^ fol. — This work has been con- 
^* tinued to the fifth Fafciculus^ which was 
** printed in 1789, the whole containing 200 
'* pages,, and 16 plates of new pknts. The 
** author tells us, that he had heard Linnaeus 
'^ repeatedly exprefs his wifhes, that all the 
** plants in his own Herbarium had been de- 
^^ fcribed in that concife way, of which he 
** had (hewn the model in his Mantijfa -, and 
** which the reader may fee completely exem- 
** plified in our own kingdom, by Mr, Curtis, 
'* in his moft excellent work the Flora Lon- 
*^ dinenjisy and not lefs fo by Dr. Smith, in 
^^ his Icones Plant arum hadlenusvieditce. 

** The defign of Retzius, in thefe obferva- 
^^ tions, was to correft fuch miilakes as he 

" met 
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^* met with in the Species Pkntarum of Lin- 
** nseusy and in other modern authors; and 
" to defcribe new plants in the method abovc- 
•* mentioned. Linnaeus the EIdcr> to whom 
*• our author had pointed out fome errors in the 
** 1 3 th edition of the Syjiema VegetabUium^ had 
*' expreffed his approbation of his fcheme, and 
** with great candour exhorted him to continue 
" his refearches. By fome flrange iatali^, the 
** errors of this edition remained ijnjcorrcded 
** in thq Supplement ; and in the 14th edition 
•^ of the Syjiema^ in 1784, Hetzius's work is 
^* enriched with the defcriptions of rpany nw 
** plants, communicated by feveral hands, but 
•' principally from Dr. Kocnig, phyfician to 
*' the Danifh miffion of Tranquebar ; particu- 
** larly in the third Fafciculusy with a de- 
*' fcription of thirteen fpecies of the Scita- 
" minea:^ or fpice plants of the monandrm 
'^ clafs. To the great lofs of fcience this moil 
" accurate and indefatigable natiiralift, whofe 
** diligence and iLill has rarely been equalled, 
" died at Tranquebar in July '1785. In thefe 
" Fafckuliy Retzius lias fucceeded to a de- 
** gree that has procured his book admiffion 
** into the coUedions of all critics in thefe 
" ftudies throughout Europe; and fixed bis 

" charadter 
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** chara(3sr as a perfect mafter of the Linnsean 
*' fyftem. Until a more perfedt edition of the 
*' Species Plantarum fees the light, Retzius's 
** Obfervations may be confidered as a necef- 
** fary Supplement to the works of Lin- 
** naeus. 

. ** In 1784 the profeflbr printed, at Stock- 
'* holm, his * Ledlures on the feveral Kinds 
^* of Worms which infeft the human Intef- 
** tines/ It is not within my fcope to dwell 
** on this fubjedt. It muft be fufficient to 
^* obferye, that the author has taken much 
^* pains to concenter, as it were, in this fmall 
^* trad, all that feemed to him valuable in 
^ preceding authors; and after defcribing 
'** eleven fpecies of thefe noxious animals, with 
^ the utmoft accuracy, he has fubjoined much 
** valuable information on this fubjedl from 
^ his own obfervations, and realbnings there- 

Our journey lay through Chriftianftadt and 
Lund. The variety of the country, the wildnefs of 
ibme of the views, the beauty of others, the fer- 
tility of the fmall vallies, and the romantic ap- 
pearance of the overhanging rocks, formeda moft 
pleafing and agreeable contraft. Although the 
I>afis of the foil is entirely granite, and vaf): 

fragments 
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fragments of rock ovcrfprcad the face of the 
whole countr}'', yet the fuperficies is princi- 
pally green. In feme parts juniper bufhes 
over-run the foil, in others large fbrefts of 
oak and pine ftart from the crevices of the 
rock, where there fcarcely appears nutriment 
for the fmalleft vegetable. The vallies, nu- 
merous but fmall, abound* with corn and pas- 
ture. It was hay harveft, every atom of fofl 
was employed; and I obferved feveral pea- 
fen ts making hay upon a flip of land, which 
could almoft be covered with a (heet ; and here 
and there a ftone five or fix feet high over- 
fhadowing 2i field of corn. 

In cur route from Carlfcrona to Calmar, 
we pafled through large forefts of lofty pines 
and firs, which were planted by the hand 
of nature, and fcarcely intermixed with any 
other trees, excepting in the environs of the 
villages. Thefe pines appeared extremely lofty 
in comparifon v^ith the narrownefs of the 
road which winded at their feet, and was over- 
fliadov/ed by the branches converging to, and 
almoft touching, each other. 

J*uly 25. As wc approached Calmar, we 
emerged from the gloom of the foreft, and 
burft upon a fine view of the fea, with a diftant 

profpedt 
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prbfpeift of the Illfe of Oeland. The weather 
was delightful, the fea calm> arid numerous^ 
Vcflel8_ covering the furface of the waters to 
the fartheft extent of the horizon rendered 
the fcenery as animated as it waS beautifuh 

Calmar, feparated from the Ifle of Oelanci 
by a ftrait about feven miles broad in its nar- 
roweft part, is a fmall town fcarcely a mile in 
circumference, but ftrongly fortified. The 
ramparts are at prefent unprovided with gunsi 
which have been lately removed to Landfcrona 
and Chriftianftadt, from the rumour of a Danifli 
wan The ftreets crofs each other at right 
angles* The town contains 450 houfes. The 
inhabitants carry on a fmall trade, and poflefs, 
befides fmall crafty about feventy veflcls, from 
1 00 to 300 tons burthen. 

Calmar is celebrated in the hiftbry of the 
northi for being the place where the depu- 
ties of the three kingdoms of Sweden, Den- 
mark> and Norway, were appointed to aflem- 
ble for the election of a king, according to the 
union of Calmar; an union as favourable to 
Deninarki as it was contrary to the interefls 
of Sweden : it was upheld by the vigour and 
abilities of Margaret, but^ under her weak 
and unwarlike fucceflbrs, entailed upon Sweden 
a feries of convulfions and troubles, until it 
Vol. IV. B b was 
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was finally diflblved by the valour and pru^ 
dence of Guflavus Vafa. 

About half a mfle from the town is the 
caflle^ ftanding on an eminence, the only re« 
mains of the antient magnificence of Calmar. 
The building has been conftrudfced at diflferent 
intervals, and contains a motley mixture of 
Gothic and Grecian architednre. I obferved 
over one of the doors an inscription, John III. 
1568. Parts of the manfion^ however, are 
much older^ as the apartment in which the de- 
puties of the three kingdoms ufed to afiemble 
Itill fubfifts : It is 94 feet long, and 3d broad- 
This palace, once the refidence of the celebra- 
ted Margaret, and fo remarkable in the hiftory 
of this country, is now converted into a dif- 
tillery. 

Inftead of proceeding by the diredt road 
from Calmar to Stockholm, we made a cir- 
cuit through the interior parts of Sweden, 
the provinces of Smoland and Eaft Gothlandi 
and pafTed through Jonkioping, Wadftena, 
Medwi, Linkioping, and Nordkioping. 

In traverfing Smoland, it was curious to 
obferve the imrnenfe trafts of forefts of pine> 
and fir; the approach to the villages, an- 
nounced by groves of oak, beech, and birch; 
and the numerous plots or parterres of ara- 
ble 
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ble land imbng paftures and rdcks. 1 have 
frequendy obfenred an acre of ground laid 
but with alternate flips of rye; barley, flax, 
hemp} the intervals betv^een and around fown 
with grafsl I pifled niany fpots in which the 
trees Were cut down and burning in order to 
tnaritire tlie foil, dnd render it fit for pafture 
or cbrh; 

An intelligent traveller*, fpeaking of the 
kgiiculture of Smoland, lays^ "I fbUnda tolera- 
** ble foil in Smbland> without fand or heath ; 
" but the large detached ftones and niafles of 
** granite with which it is overipread, render 
** the greateft part unfit for the plough. In 
*^ the crevices df thefe ftones, and between 
** the piiies and fir^ underwood grbws rapidly. 

** The peafants fele<3: a fpdt of ground in 
•* the midft of the foreft; ciit dbwii the trefts, 
** ftrew them over the ground, arid biirn them 
•* when dry. They then dig the earth be- 
♦* tween the ftones with a fpade, fovr and har- 
** row it with rik^s, and obtain a. good crop 
" of com for two fucfceflive years. The ground 
** is thien converted into pafture, and is chiefly 
•* employed in feeding cattle, which, both in 
** idiis proviiice and Hallahd, thrive weUi 

• Profeflbr Bucfch, of Hamburgh* 

B b d " mak« 
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" make a good appearance, and form an ad- 
** vantageous article of export. Thefe fpotsr 
** of land thus converted are called £wed/a 
•' LanJ^ or burnt land, and in the Ipacc of 
** fifteen years are again covered with wood. 
" This mode of culture has been ufually cen* 
** fured by many travellers, as very unprofit- 
** able and detrimental, but without fufficient 
** reafbn; for many of thefe fpots cannot be 
** ufed to any other purpofe, being too ftony, 
'* and the trees of little value." 

Veils art commonly worn in Sweden, not 
only by the ladies, but even by the female 
peafants when at work in the fields ; a cuf- 
tom which ftrikes an Engliih traveller for 
its Angularity, but which is ufefiil in thefe 
parts, in order to fhadc the eyes from the 
glare of the fnow in winter, and from the 
rays of the fun, fb ftrongly refledted fiom 
the rocks, in fummer. 

As we approached Jonkioping, on the 
third day's journey from Calmar, the coun- 
try became fomewhat lefs forefty, and the 
views more extenfive, though not lefs rude 
and rocky. About a mile from Jonkioping 
we came to the top of an eminence, whofe 
fummit was covered with fir, and its feet 

with 
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with beech and oak. We looked down 
upon that town, lying beautifully between two 
fmall lakes, and at the fouthern extremity 
of the Wetter, a lake of an oblong (hape, and 
of fuch length, that it appeared like an arm of 
the fea. It is at Icaft loo miles in length, and 
from fix to twenty-fix ipiles broad ; its fhores 
are gently floping, and moftly clothed with 
firs. 

Jonkioping is the capital of Smoland, and 
the feat of the parliament or fuperior court 
of juftice for the kingdom of Gothland. The 
town is no more than two miles in circumfe- 
rence, and contains about 3000 inhabitants. 
The houfcs are moftly of wood, covered with 
turf. Excepting the houfes in the largeft 
towns, and gentlemen's feats, few of the build- * 
ings . in Sweden are roofed with tiles. They 
are principally covered with turf or mofs, 
no thatching being ufed, as both too dear, and 
dangerous in cafe of fire. In order to keep 
c^t the rain, large layers of birch bark are 
fpread over the timber- work of the roof, un- 
der the covering of turf or mofs, Thefe t^rf 
roofs make a Angular appearance, many of 
them producing herbage, which is occafionally 
B b 3 . cut 
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cut for the ufe of the cattle, I obferved a few 
ornamented with flowersl 
' In quitting Jonkioping, we coafted the 
weftern fhores' of the'Wielter, through a hilly, 
ftony, but well cultivated and >¥body country, 
the road fometimes running clofe to the' margih 
of the Water, fometiines carried over the fteep 
precipices which form the fhores of the lake. 
The vaft exparife of water, which near Jonkio- 
ping is too uniform, was jpartly brokien by ah 
iflarid about feven miles in circumference, arid 
the view was diverfified with a fmaller lake. 
' The fma^l town of Wadftena, on the bor- 
ders of the lake Wetter, is remarkable for its 
caftle, a lingular building, defended at the 
four corners by round towers, covered with 
fmall domes. This caftle was built in 1544 
by Guftavus Vafa, and inhabited by his fon 
Magnus, who was irifane. The church, a 
large handfome building, . contains his fepul- 
chre, and the remains of Catharine, wife of 
Charles Canutfon, and of Philippa queen of 
Eric the Thirteenth. 

The lake Wetter, like all inland pieces of 
water furrounded with hills or mountains, is 
fubjeifl to fudden ilormis irl the ftillefl: weather. 
Superftition or credulity not unfrequently find 

caufes 
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caufes for all phaenomcna of nature ; and I was 
informed at Copenhagen, that thefe fudden 
ftorms on the lake Wetter were occafioned by 
a fubterraneous commupication with the lake 
pf Conftance, in Switzerland ; for it had been 
difcovered, by a regular feries of correfpon- 
dence and obfervation, that when the waters 
of one lake arofe, thofe of the other fell in 
the famye proportion ; and that frequently the 
waters of the Wetter were violently agitated 
without the leaft wind, or any apparent caufe, 
until information arrived, that at that very 
jime the lake of Conftance had been difturbed 
by a tempeft. The perfon who gave me this 
information further added, in favour of this 
phaenomenon, that fimilar plants were obierved 
to grow fpontaneoufly in the neighbourhood 
pf each lake; and that the lame fifh were 
^cwifexaught in both lakes. 

On my arrival at Wadftena I found a gen- 
tleman, to whom I had a letter, ftrongly 
impreffed with the truth of this account, 
and particularly affirming, that a feries of 
correfpondence and obfervation had eftablifhed 
its truth. But when I requefted a fpecific 
poof, I found that his affertion was principally 
gxounded on tradition ; and that po correfpon- 

B b 4 dence 
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jdence on the fubjedt had been carriied on by 
any perfon now alive, but by the great-gr?uid- 
father of fome inhabitant of Wadftena. 

I fhould not have thought this idle ftory 
worthy of mention, if the fad; had not been 
pofitively affirmed by perfons of ibme note 
at Copenhagen ; if it was not the generally 
received opinion at Wadftena; and if fome 
travellers had not been iufficiently impofcd 
upon to relate it in their travels. 

At Motala, we crofTed the river of the 
fame name, which iffues from the Wetter, 
and is not navigable for the fmalleft vefTels, 
and foon arrived at Medwi, the Swedifh 
fpa. 

Medwi is pleafantly fituated in a gendy 
waving and richly wooded country. The lodg- 
ing-hou/es form one ftreet of uniform wooden 
buildings painted red. The walks and rides 
ar^ delightful, particularly to the banks of the 
Wetter. The waters of the Spa are vitriolic 
^nd fulphureous. 

The regulations of this place feem more 
jcalculated for the accommodations of the 
fick who cqme to drink the waters, than 
for the company who aflemble for pleafuft. 
Between five and fe in the morning the com-: 

pany 
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pany are awakened by the ringing of a large 
bell, when they ufually rife, drink the waters, 
breakfiaft, ride out, or walk. Precifely at 
twelve dinner is ferved in a large hall, to which 
tU the company repair. After dinner they 
play at cards till five, when they take their 
afternoon's airing. At feven fupper is ferved 
in the fame hall ; at nine the bell rings, the 
gates are (hut, no carriages are admitted, and 
the company moftly retire to bed. 

We had purpofed paffing a week at Medwi, 
but the feafon being paft, and the company 
gone, excepting, a few invalids, we continued 
our jpumey to Stockholm, through Linkio- 
ping and Nordkioping. 

Having repaffed the Motala, we afcend- 
cd an eminence, and defcended into the largeft 
and moft cultivated plain I had yet feen in 
§wedep, fertile in corn and paflure, bounded 
by a ridge of hills, whofe fides and fummits 
are prettily wooded, and whofe feet were wa- 
tered by the Motala, forming a fucceflion of 
lakes. The plain is open, and the fields large; 
frequent churches, villages, and country feats 
occurred ; and the fcene was enlivened by the 
hay-harveft. ■ 

In the midft of this plain ftands the fmall 

but 
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but neat town of Linkioping. It contams 
the epifcopal palace, the cathedral, and the 
palace in which refides the governor of Eaft 
Gothland* 

The axle-tree of one of our carriages break-r 
ing, we were detained here for two hours i 
f nd the night coming on, we were prevented 
from enjoying the beauties of the country, 
which appeared from the dim light of the 
ftars more rocky and hilly as wje approached 
Nordkioping, where we did not arrive before 
one in the morning. 

Nordkioping is one of the largeft and moft 
commercial inland provincial towns in Swedcai. 
It covers a large fpace of ground, being ten 
miles in circumference; but the houfes are 
fmall and^cattered, and the inhabitants do not 
exceed io,ooo. Its fituation on the Motal^ 
is exceedingly pidturefque. That river flows 
through the town, forms a feries of catarads, 
and is divided into four principal ftreams, 
which encircle feveral rocky iflands, covered 
with houfes and manufadories. At the ex- 
tremity of the town it is navigable for finall 
veilels. 

Several manufadlories are eftablifhed in the 
town : fifty-five fabrics of cloth, which em- 
ploy 
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ploy 1 500 men ; thrpe fugs^r-houfes j one of 
fnufFi fifty mills fpf grinding corq, which is 
exported in large quantities j ^nd ^ brafs fovjn^ 
dcry. 

The fabrip of arms mentioned by Mr 
Wraxall no Iqnger exifts, the proprietor being 
fi bankrupt. 

A falmon fifhery gives employment and 
riches to many of the inhabitants. 

A few miles from Nordkioping we afcend- 
cd a high chain of granite mountains, which 
run from eaft to weft ^ the ftupendous maffes 
of rocks impending over the road, highly 
jpidurefque, refemble the firft Alpine pafles 
in" Switzerland. From the fiimmit we looked 
down upon the rich plains we had pafTed the 
preceding day, and the Motala winding and 
fiowing into the Bay of Bmnick. On defcend- 
ing this cham, we traverfed a fucceffion of 
plains and rocks which ftretch from north to 
ibutb. The plains are exceedingly fertile in 
grain and pafture, and watered by numerous 
rivers and lakes. The villages are numerous, 
chiefly fcattered at fmall diftances from each 
bther ; groupes of two or three cottages plac- 
bd on rocky eminences, and many churches 

ftanding 
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fknding fingly, in the moft pidiirefquc fitu- 
adons:^ divcrfified the fccncry. 

At Filtja, the laft poft previous to our 
arrival at Stockholm, we admired a beauti- 
ful bay of the lake Maeler, bounded by per- 
pendicular, rocky, and woody banks. The 
nearer we approached the capital, the more 
dcfolate the country appeared. It was al- 
moft entirely covered with rocks or forefts, 
exhibiting fcarcely any traces of hunian in- 
duftry, excepting a few patches of corn and 
pafture in the midft of the fbreft, and about 
a 4o5cen habitations* This dreary fcene con- 
tinujpd till we afcended an eminence, and came 
upon a fudden view of the fpires of Stock- 
holm, half hid by the intervening rocks and 
trees. 
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CHAP. IL 

Palace of Gripfliolm.— Stragnetz. — Toombs of 
Stcno Sture, and Charles the Ninth. — Bo- 
hus. — ^Marftrand.— Uddevalla. 

THE palace of Gripfholm was a mo- 
naftery of Carthufiabs, given to that or- 
der by Steno Sture ; but as the friars refufed 
an afylum to Guftavus Vala in his diftrefs, the 
latter claimed it as the patrimony of his £1^ 
mily» and made it the favourite place of his 
rcfidence. The prefent king, being enamour- 
ed of a place which was honoured with the 
prefence of his great anceflor, has lately im- 
proved and fumiihed it, and ufually pafTes here 
fome months in the year. 

The palace is a Gothic building, and fknds 
on a imall ifland of the Maeler, overlooking or 
rather impending over the water. Its antient 
battlements, and four irregular round towers 
covered with copper, convey an idea of thofe 
andent caftles mentioned in romances; and 
the recollection, that it was the favourite re- 

lidencc 
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fidence of Guftavus Vafa, imprefled us with 
additional awe and reverence. 

This palace contains i curious colldftion ojf 
portraits : Amongft others I particularly noticed 
Chriftopher the Third ; Margaret, the Semi- 
ramis of the North ; and Eric of Pom^raniaj 
Steno Sture, junior, adminif^tor of Sweden ; 
federal portraits of Guftavus Vafa^ particulaiijr 
one painted by his ion, the unfortunate and 
accomplifhed Eric the Fourteenth i the trea-^ 
cherous Arnold Peterfon, who received and 
endeavoured to betray Guftavus Vafa, and hi^ 
Wife) who preferved hifin ; Catharine^ the be-i 
lov^ confort of Eric the Fourteenth, pale 
and delicate ; Guftavus, fon of Eric the Four- 
teenth, who died in Riiffia ; he is reprefented 
in chainsj and his countenance conVeyS a fine 
expreffion of melancholy ; John the Third i 
Charles the Ninth ; and Oxenftiern, the cele- 
brated chancellor. 

A large hall contabs diirty-fbur whole 
length portrtits of the Eurdpeail fciverdigns 
contemporary w-ith Guftavus Vafa. Among 
the mbfl confpicuouS I remarked the femperdf 
Maximilian the Firfl; Sigifmdnd tHe Firit, 
king of Poland; the emperor Charles the 
Fifth, atftd his brother Ferdinand -, Louis, king 
5 of 
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of Hungary ; our Elizabeth, in the bloom of 
her youth, and much jMiettidr than fhe is ufually 
rcprcfented > and Eric the Fourteenth, painted 
by himfQif. 

The new faloon is hung with portraits of 
the prefent fovercigns of Europe. 

Wc were fhewn a fmall apartment, in which 
John the Third was confined ten years by his 
brother Eric, and in which Eric alfo was after- 
wards imprifoned by order of John, 

The king has built an elegant theatre, in 
which plays are occafionally reprefented during 
his refidence in this fpot. 

StrsBgnetz, fourteen miles from Gripfholm, 
is a fmall town on the banks of the Maeler* 
That lake never appears a large expanfe of 
water, but is divided into numerous bays or 
inlets, which fcem like fo many detached lakes. 
Its furiace is interfperfed with rocky iflandsi 
and its perpendicular banks ai*e covered to the 
water's edge with hanging groves ; but the eye 
is tired with the tedious uniformity of the 
firs and pines^ which form almoft the only 
trees that fringe its bahks, or overfpread its 
iflands. 

The cathedfal, a large red brick building, 
with a fquare tower roofed with copper, con- 
tains 
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tains the fepulchres of the adminiflrator Steno 
Sture the elder, and of Charles the Ninth. 

The fepulchre of Steno Sture is a ikrco^ 
phagus of marble, ornamented with a fword, 
helmet, and buckler. 

His body was formerly buried in the mo- 
naftery of Gripfholm : when that monafiery 
was aboliihed, at the introdudion of th^ prb^ 
teftant religion, it was removed to the parifh 
church of Kermbo, and in 1 ^yy conveyed in 
fhte to this cathedral by order of Charles the 
Ninth, then duke of Sudermanland. 

Time had mouldered his tomb, and his re- 
mains were not diftinguiftied by any memorial, 
until the fepulchre which now covers his aflies 
was eredted by the prefent king. His majefty 
confidered it as a national reproach, that no 
tomb or infcription fhould be erefted in honour 
of a man, who, in the capacity of adminif- 
trator, directed the helm of ftate during thirty 
turbulent years, and fupported the rights of 
his countrymen againft the repeated invafions 
pf the Danes ; who gave to his country equal 
laws ; and, no lefs eminent for his protedlion of 
letters, founded the univerfity of Upfala. 

The tomb of Charles the Ninth ftands near 

the altar, on it is the equeftrian figure of th« 

2 king 
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khig in complete armour, the fzmc which he is 
jfaid to have worn in his life-time; 

Although the trstnfcendent merits of Charles 
the Ninth are eclipfed by the fuperiOr qualities 
iof his father and fon, yet, even as the fon of 
Ottftavus Vafa, and father of Gufkvus AdoU 
phus, he feems to fhine no lefs with native 
than with refledted luflre; 

Compelled from neceili^ to take up arms 
in conjundion with John, and to aflifl in de- 
pbfing Eric the Fourteenth^ yet he behaved to 
his unfortunate brother with humanity and 
deference, t)ppofed and condemned his aflaf- 
iination, and openly remonflrated againfl the 
indignity offered to his remains. 

The life of Charles the Ninth was almofl a 
continued flruggle againA ^ civil commotions 
and foreign invaiions ; yet amidfl thofe foreign 
and domeflic troubles his whole adminiflration 
was refpedled at home and abroad. He hid 
long been the real, while Sigifmond, who 
chiefly refided in Poland, was the nominal, 
fovereign 5 until the unanimous voice of the 
nation depofed the weak and bigot ted Sigif* 
mond, and raifed Charles to die throne of 
Sweden ; a meafure fo well conducted as not 
to appear efteded by his own private intrigues. 

Vol. IV. C c but 
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but rather the refult of national afFedkion and 

national neceffity. 

Charles, in his condudt as king, fully an- 
fwered the fanguine expedlations of his people. 
He was enterprifing, yet cautious in war, ^- 
gacious and decifive in the cabinet, a friend to 
humanity, yet fevere in the punifliment of 
crimes. Attached by principle to the pro- 
teftant religion, he fupported with firmnefs its 
declining caufe, againft the perfecutions of 
John and Sigifmond, and raifed it, almoft 
drooping, again to pre-eminence. 

Zealous to promote the interefts of his peo-' 
pie, he buiit towns, encouraged commerce and 
agriculture, and patronized letters. Of quick 
and lively feelings, he was fubjeit to violent 
but lliort tranfports of paflion, which harralTed 
his frame, and finally occadoned his death. 
He died in i6i i, in the fixty-firll: year of his 
age, leaving the commerce, finances, and army, 
in the moil liouriiiiing ilate, and, a moft in- 
valuable legacy to his country, his fon Guf- 
tavus Adolplius. 

From Slra:gnetz v/e palled" through Arboga, 
Orebro, Lidkioping, Trolha?tta, and Gothe- 
borg, of wliich places I have already given a 
curfory account "^'. 

* See Book VII. c. Ix. and x. 

8 From 
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From Gotheborg we made an excurfion to 
Bohus, Marftrand, and Uddevalla, in our way 
to Norway. 

The fort of Bohus ftands on a rocky emi- 
nence in the Ifle of Bohus, .encircled by two 
branches of the Gotha, This fort w^as formerly 
celebrated in the hiftory of Norway, as a place 
of confiderableftrength,and forming the frontier 
fortrefs between Sweden and Norway, during 
thfi conftant wars in which the Danes and 
Swedes were engaged. 

It was a wooden fortrefs before the inven- 
tion of gunpowder, but in 1448 was rebuilt 
with ftone by Chriftian the Firft. Its fitua- 
tion is very ftrong : it contains a garrifon of a 
hundred men. From its fummit we com- 
riiandcd a view of the Gotha winding at the 
feet of the moid barren rocks. 

From Bohus we proceeded through a rocky 
country to Kiulthal, a fmgle houfe, inhabited 
by a cuftomhoufe officer, where we embarked, 
and rowing through fmall bays and creeks, 
amid barren rocks and crags, we arrived in two 
hours at Marfcrand, one of the moft extreme of 
thofe clufters of iflands which extend in fuch 
numbers from the coafls of Sweden. 

Marftrand, which for its ftrength is called 
C c 2 the 
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the Gibraltar of Sweden, is a rocky iiland in 
the Cattegatc, about two miles in circum- 
ference ; the town, which lies on the eaftem 
fide, contains about 160 houfes, and about 
1,200 inhabitants. It was declared a free 
port in 1776, and was the great refort for 
the American veflels trading to thefe parts, 
who were not permitted to enter into any 
other port of Sweden. The traffic carried on 
by thefe means enriched the town, particularly 
in 1780 and 1781. Since the peace the com- 
merce has greatly diminifhed, and the inha- 
bitants now chiefly fubfift by the herring 
lifhery, by the number of fhips which in bad 
weather take refuge in the harbour, and by a 
contraband trade. 

Previous to 1781 the inhabitants obtained 
confiderable profits by fmuggling brandy into 
Sweden, the importation of which was entirely 
prohibited in the other ports ; but as the fame 
privilege of importing foreign fpirits for the 
purpofe of exportation has been lately granted 
to Gotheborg, Marftrand has loft great part of 
its contraband trade. 

Marftrand is called ^free forty but its ex- 
emption is merely imaginaiy ; for although all 
goods are admitted into the tov/n free of duty, 

yet 
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yet they cannot be exported from thence with- 
out paying the ufual cuftoms. Above fixty 
cuftom-houfe officers are eftablifhed, and care- 
fully examine all veflels at the time of their de- 
parture : we underwent a very ftridl fearch. 

The harbour is extremely fecure and com- 
modious, but of difficult entrance, and in 
tempeftuous weather dangerous, without a pi- 
lot of the place. It is capable of containing 
«oo veflels, and of fufficient depth for the 
largeft. 

Each of the two entrances which lead into 
the harbour are conunanded by two new bat- 
teries. That on the north fide, which is quite 
iinifhed, mounts 10 guns of 24 and 36 poun- 
ders, and could contain in time of war a gar- 
rifon of 1 50 men. The fouth battery, which 
was not yet mounted, will be capable of con- 
taining 300 foldiers. The place is ftill further 
fortified by the ftrong citadel of Carlftein, 
which ftands on an eminence in the middle of 
the ifland. It was built in 1,682, by Charles 
the Eleventh, and wzs taken by the Danes in 
171 9 ; but its fortifications have lately been fo 
confiderably ftrengthened, that it is now deem- 
ed impregnable. On the top of the higheft 
^ower is a light-houfe, from which I com- 

C c 3 manded 
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manded a moft extenfive view of the Catte- 
gate, fprinkled in the adjacent parts with fo 
many rocks and iflands as furprized me from 
Aeir aftoni/hing number — 

<' Thick as th' autumnal leaves that ftrew the vale 
"OfValombrofaV 

The numerous rocks and flioals render this 
feia fo extremely dangerous, that, according to 
an accurate computation, above 300 veflels an- 
nually take refuge during ftrefs of weather in 
the harbour of Marftrand. It vvas a pleafing 
refledtion to fee thefe rocks covered with the 
huts of fifliermen, and to conlider, that the 
induftry of man had rendered fuch barren fpots 
the nurferics of many families by the profits of 
the herring fifhery. 

Having gnitificd our curiofity at Marftrand, 
we embarked, and returned to Kiulthal, from 
whence v/e continued our journey through a 
country fo exceedingly rocky and barren, that 
if I had not obferved occafional flips of corn 
and pafture in the fmall vallies, I fhould have 
concluded, that the fea had only left it yefter- 
day. As I advanced towards Uddevalla the 
lands became gradually more and more fertile, 

* Milton. 

yielding 
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yielding rye, barley, and oats*, fprinkled with 
forefts of fir, and watered by feveral lakes. 
As we paflcd thefe pieces of water in the 
dufk of the evening, we obferved feveral boats 
hanging out lights in order to allure the fifli 
into nets. 

Uddevalla is prettily fituated on a bay of the 
fea, and at the bottom of fome fteep rocks at 
the extremity of a fmall but fruitful valley. 
The houfes are built of wood painted red and 
yellow ; the ftreets are fpacious and airy. It 
contains about 3,000 inhabitants, and carries 
on a tolerable commerce^ exporting iron, 
planks, and herrings. 

As we proceeded in our journey northward 
from Uddevalla, the hills increafed in height ; 
the vallies became more confined, and lefs 
finitfiil^ the rocks more rugged; and the 
few pines that relieved the eye lefs tall and 
luxuriant. 
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APPENDIX. 

Articles of the New Form of Government 
eftablilhed in Sweden at the Revolution 

of MDCCLXXII. 

The following forrp of government is an exaft 
tranfcript of that which was tranflated into 
Englilh, by order of his Swedifh Majefty, from 
the original, and printed for the ufe of the 
Englifn Merchants refident at Stockholm. 
Although it contains feveral expreffions and 
phrafes not perfedly confonant to the idiom of 
the Englifti language, yet, as it is a ftate-paper 
of great confequence, I thought it more advi- 
feable to print it in its prefent form, than to 
new-model the ftyle ; particularly as there are 
very few expreflions, the meaning of which caa 
be doubted. The reader will therefore excufe 
/any trifling errors in the ftyle, or orthography j 
and not impute them to any negligence in the 
author. 

WE, GUSTAVUS, by the grace of God, king 
of Sweden, Goths, and Vandals, &c. &c. &c. 
heir of Norway, duke of Schlefwig, Holftein, &c. &c. 
make it known, that whereas, from the beginning of Our 
reign, We uninterruptedly have endeavoured to employ 

Our 
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Our royal power and authority to promote the advance*, 
ment, ftrength, and wel&re of this realm, as well as the 
improvement, fafety, and happinefs of Our loyal fubjeSs; 
anj that, in order to obtain this end, We have found, that 
the prefent fituation of the country requires an unavoida- 
ble amendment of the Fundamental Laws, adapted to the 
above-mentioned falutary purpofe ; and therefore, after the 
mQft exadt and mature deliberation and reflc6Hon, We 
(lave drawn up a form of government, which the States 
of the realm now aflembled unanimously have received 
and fworn to j which form of government, fo agreed to 
by the ftates. We gracioufly have been plcafcd, by thcfe 
prefents, to approve and confirm, according to its literal 
^nfe, in the form and n[iai)ner following. 

We, the under- written Senators and States of the 
kingdom of Sweden, counts, barons, bifhops, knights 
and nobility, clergy, chiefs of the militia, deputies of the 
towns and peafantry, here affembled in behalf of ourfelves 
and our fellow- fubjeds at home, make it known, that 
whereas We, by a fad experience, have found, that, under 
the name of the bleffed Liberty, feveral of our fello^f 
fubjedls have formed an Ariftocracy, fo much more into- 
lerable, as it hath been framed under licentioufnefs, for- 
tified by felf-intereft and fcverities, and finally fupported 
by foreign powers, to the detriment of the whole fociety, 
and which haih brought us in the utmoft infecurity by 
the wrong interpretation pf the law, and at laft might 
have led the kingdom, our dear native country, to the 
dreadful fate, which the hiftyry of fprmer times, and t!je 
example of our neighbour?, hath laid before us^ had not 
the fpirit of zealous citizens, and their love to the coun- 
try, fupported by the zeal and atchievements of the High 
and Puiflant Prince and Lord Guftavus IIL King of 

Sweden^ 



APPENDIX, N* r. 39^ 

Sweden, Goths, and Vandals, our mod Gracious Sove- 
reign, iayed and drawn us out of it ; fo that we have tur- 
ned our thoughts upon fortifying our liberty, in a man-^ 
ncr, that it may not be abufed by a bold enterprizing ru* 
ler, nor by ambitious, felf-interefted, and treacherous citi- 
zens, or fpiteful and haughty enemies ; but that the old 
kingdom of Sweden and Gothia for ever may be a free 
and independent realm : therefore we have granted and 
confirmed, as we, by diefe prefents, declare and aiTert this 
form of government to be an unchangeable and (acred 
Fundamental Law, which we, for us and our pofterity, 
born and unborn, promife to obey and keep, after its literal 
fenfe ^ and deem thofe to be enemies to us and the king- 
dom, that would perfuade us to deviate therefrom, as it, 
word for word, here follows : 

I. Unanimity in religion, and the true divine worfliip, 
is the fureft bafis of a lawful, concordant, and ftable go- 
vernment ; and therefore the king, and all the officers and 
fubjeSs of the realm, (hall, hereafter as hitherto, firft and 
foremoft be addicted to the pure and evident word cf 
God, as it is revealed in the Prophetical and Apoftolis 
Writings, explained in the Chriftian Symbols, the Cate* 
chifm of Luther, and the unvaried Confe(fion of Augf- 
burg, and confirmed by the Council of Upfala, and the 
former Decrees and Declarations of the States, in order 
that the right of the church may be ftrengthened, but 
without any prejudice to the rights of the king, of the 
crown, or of the whole Swedi(h people. 

II. The king is intitled to rule his realm as the law of 
Sweden (iys, he and no other, to fortify, love and keep 
juftice and truth ; but forbid, aboli(h, and deflroy un- 
righteoufnefs and injury -, not to ruin any man as to his 

life 
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life and honour, body or welfare, unlefs he be lawfully 
convi^kd and judged, nor to diftrain, or fuf&r to be 
diftrained, from any man his goods, moveable and un- 
moveable, without lawful trial and judgment, and to rule 
the kingdom according to the chapter of the law concern- 
ing the king's prerogative, the Swedifh law, and this form 
of government, 

III. The order of fucceffion to the crown fubfifts in- 
tirely as it is cftablifhcd in the A£i of Inheritance, fettled 
at Stockholm Anno Domini 1543, in conformity to the 
like A(5t of Wefteras, Anno Domini 1544, and the De* 
cree of Norrkoping, Anno Domini 1604. 

IV. Next to the king's majefty, the greateft refped 
hath been of old, and (hall be hereafter, paid to the fena- 
tors of the realm ; and them the king alone creates and 
ele6ts of native Swedifh knighthood and nobility, bound 
to his majefty by fidelity, loyalty, and allegiance: and 
though they cannot be determined to a fixt number, be- 
caufe fo many may be conftituted as the need and dignity 
of the kingdom requires ; yet they ordinarily ought to be 
feventeen, inclufive of the high officers of the realm, and 
the lord-lieutenant of Pomerania. The chief care of all 
thefe fhall be to advife his majefty in all the important 
afFairs and concerns of the kingdom, whenever it pleafcth 
his majefty to confult them ; to affert all rights of the 
realm, to advife all that is m oft advantageous for him and 
for the kingdom, after the beft of their judgement ; to in- 
fluence the ftates and the people to loyalty and willing- 
nefs ; to be careful of the right, majefty, independency, 
advantage, and flouriftiing ftate of the king and the realm : 
and thus, according to what the Decree of the Diet of the 
year 1 602 fays, advife, as their duty demands, but not 

rule. 
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rule. For the reft, the fenators are bound to the king 
alone, and anfwer4d>Ie to him only for dieif counfels ; jbi 
the king cannot reproach, or impute to them any bad fuc- 
ceis, which may happen againft their fuf&ages, expeda- 
tions, thoughts^ and opinions^ formed upon good reafons, 
e^ecially if the execution of good counfels does not reach 
the {»ropofcd aim, by the fault of him to whom it is enjoin- 
ed and commanded to perform and execute them. 

V. The king is entitled to govern and rule, feve and 
prate£t txrams and countries, and all the rights appertain- 
ing to him and to the crown, according to the law and 
this form of government. 

VI. Whereas the negotiations of peace, truces, and al- 
liances ofienfive and defenfive, feldom bear the leaft delay, 
and neceflarily require the greateft fecrecy, his msyefty 
therefore confults with the fenators in thofe important 
matters, and, having pondered and colle£):ed their fuf- 
frages, takes fuch meafures and expedients, as he himfelf 
thinks to be the beft and moft ufeful for the kingdom ; yet 
if^ in thofe important matters, the fenate fhould prove 
unanimous in an opinion, oppofite to his majefty's, then 
his majefty yields to their fentiment j but if the advices 

• fhould prove difFerent, then his majefty decides, and ap- 
)iroves of that opinion which he himfelf thinks the beft 
and moft advantageous. 

VII. If the king is a foreigner, he nxay not go out of 
his kingdom^ without the knowledge and confent of the 
ftates of the realm ; but if he is a native Swede, then he 
only needs to communicate his rcfolution to the fenate, 
and perceive its advice, in the manner fet down in the 
foregoing VI. 

VIII. 
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Vni* And that all occurring bufinefi may be perfar^* 
medy by his majefty^ with the more ai^vity and order, the 
afiairs are to be divided between the fenators in the man- 
ner his majefty thinks ihoft ufeful and prc^r; his ma- 
Jefty, as the head of the kingdom, only being accountable 
to God and the country for his ruling it ; and in all diefe 
^ifiairs, when his majefty hath colle&ed the opinions of 
the fenators, who are acquainted widi diofe matters, and 
called by his majefty to ponder them, his majefty bath the 
decifive voice » yet herefrom fliall be excepted all die 
juridical cafes judged at the King's benches, courts mar- 
tial^ or any other of the tribunals in the kingdom^ and 
which come in the laft inftance to the final decifion of 
the high revifion of juftice, which always confifts of feven 
fenators, that have been employed in juridical offices, ahd 
are touted to be juft and flcilied in the law, and ^ere his 
majefty himfelf hereafter, as before, is prefent, having 
there but two voices, and, when the opinions prove even, 
the decifive vote^ 

IX. It appertains to the king's majefty alorie to do a£ls 
of grace, and to give pardon, to reftore honour, life, and 
goods, in all crimes, which are n«t evidently contrary to 
the holy word of God. 

X. All the higher offices^ from lieutenaht-colonel to 
field-marfhal, both inclufive, and all their equals in the 
ecclefiaftical and civil order, are in the king's gift, in the 
fitting of the fenate, after the following wile :— ^When a 
place is vacant, the fenators ought to take notice of the 
capacity and merits of all perfons that fue for fuch placesi 
and who may come into confideration, and make report 
thereof to his majefty .; and his majefty, having in the fe- 
nate indicated the perfon who is conxe in his gracious 

remembrance 
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remembrance to be advanced to the fame place, the fena- 
tors give their confiderations thereupon in the protocol, 
but without any further votation. To all other em- 
ployments the colleges, an4 other perfons concerned, 
.propofeto his majefty three perfons of the moft fkilled, 
Worthiefl, and beft qualified for the vacant place, that are 
to be found ; on which occafion, fomebody or other of 
merit, befides thofe of the college, may be remembered; 
and all others that fcek for the preferment, and are com- 
petent, may be named. In the regiments, the propofal 
to the vacant poll is to be made according to the ftatute 
of King Charles XII. ofthe 6th November 17 16. If, 
in the propofing, any man Ihould be found to be injured, 
and without reafon neglefted, the rcfpeflive perfons con- 
cerned jQiall be* accountable for it. Out ofthe foliciting 
perfons his majefty chufeth him that he thinks the moft 
qualified. But all the other lower offices, of which the 
colleges, chapters, and colonels of the regiments, as well 
as other bodies, before the year 1680, have been ufed to 
difpofe, may be now and hereafter in their particular gift. 
Foreigners, being princes or other perfons, may not here- 
after be employed in the commiflions of the crown, neither 
in the civil nor military ftate, except in his majefty*s 
court, if they be not by eminent and great qualities able 
to do fignal honour and notable fervice to the kingdom. 
To all thefe places ability and experience fliall only open 
the way, without any regard to favour or birth when 
they are not accompanied with merit. The ele£lion of 
the arch-bifliop, bifliops, and fuperintendants, fliall pro- 
ceed after the former cuftom, and his mi.j"jfty alone no- 
minates one of the three who are propofed to him by the 
perfons concerned. The preferment of the paftors of pa- 
rifties (hall be entirely according to the form of govertir' 
Vol. IV. Dd ment 
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ment of the year 1720, and the other fbtutes cbtieeming 
thcfe afiairs enaSed after diat time. 

XI. The king alone is entitled to ennoble thbfe ^ 
by loyalty, virtue, valour, learning, and ex{$erience, have 
made themfelves well deferving of the king arid the 
country ; but whereas there is a great multitude of 
noblemen in Sweden, his Majefty vouch&fcs to reftraia 
this number to one hundred and fifty : and the brder 
of nobles may not deny introduSton to thele one himdred 
and fifty new families: likewife die nobility may not 
deny introduftion to the noblemen his majefty will create 
counts or barons, and who by great and eminent merits 
have deferved it. 

XII. All affairs, here above not excepted, arc to be 
reported to his majefty in his cabinet; or in one of the 
divifions in the fenate, when his majefty thinks it more 
proper; or, if his majefty fhould be pleafed, to advife 
with a greater number of fcnators ; but in that cafe 
they {hall always be deemed to have been propofed in thr 
cabinet. 

XIII. The realm being large, and the affairs many, 
aiid of greater importance than that the king alone can 
be able to examine and clear them all, he needs officers 
TLUi] governors to ailift him. 

XIV. For the diligent attendance, performance, and 
.'Expedition of the affairs, certain colleges are inftituted, 
who, like the arms of the body, extend their care to all 
that is to b:: done and executed in the kingdom. They 
have right aiid power, every one in their fundions, in 

the 
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the name of the king, and in what relates to their charges 
:tnd office, to command the officers under diem, and ta 
keep them who are under their care and dire^on, to the 
performance of their duty, to demand account of their 
expeditions, and to give his majefty all neceffiuy and 
dtffired notice, as well of diofe as their own bufineis. 

XV. In the King's Bench, which is the king's highefl 
^oUtt of judicature, is to be one prefident, who,^by learn- 
ii^ and (kill in the law, has made himfelf a qualified 
judge; and has, for his affiftants, one vice-prefident, 
and the ufual counfellors and aflefibrs of die King's 
Bench. Thefe high tribunals, every one in their pbce^ 
liave infpedion and care that juftice may be accountably 
and wdil adminiftred, according to law and eftabliihed fta* 
.Elites ; which, without mifinterpredng, muft be obferved 
and kept in die judgements after the true and literal fenfe ) 
infomucb, diat the courts of King's Bench, without pro^ 
fit, felf*intereft^ or other coniideradons, do juftice to every 
bo<fy^ as they fhall be anfwerable before God and the 
lung, left unrighteoufiieis mi^t ruin the land and the 
kingdom. A nobleman may never, in arraignments of 
capital caufes, be judged in any other court than that 
of the King's Bench, intirely as the privileges and 
fbtute relating to law-^fu^ of the year 16 15 preicribes 
and commands i yet die trial may be made in locoj and 
no other criminal cafi» than diofe touching life and ho^ 
nour be brought thither. It appertains Ukewife to the 
Ring's Bench to have a narrow infpefUon over the in- 
ferior judges in die cities and comntry, as well as cj^- 
cutors; and when any thing is done by them out of 
imprudence, bhuidering, or avarice, diey muft imme-- 
^teiy be liied, judged, and puniftied as the cafe requires ^ 
but if suiy pf them ihould be cpnvi^ed of having WfixUy, 
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out of hatred, malignity, or for bribes, wronged the jufticei 
aiid thus wounded his confcience, and damaged his 
fellow-fubjedt on his life, honour, and wel&re, fuch a one 
(hall not be punifhed with fines, or removal from his 
place, but with lofs of his life and honour, and, according 
to the cafe, pay for his malice and mifchievoufnefs, intire- 
ly after the Swcdifti law. Nor may fuch mifdemeanors 
be hufhed up or countenanced by mdulgence or un- 
ieafonable mercy, left, in fo grave matters, others may 
be induced to a licentious abufe of juftice, when they 
perceive, that, upon the oiFence, forfeiture and .damage, 
due cenfure and well-deferved punifhment does npt fol- 
low. On the contrary, they who, out of malice, rafh- 
nefs, and revenge, fall upon the judges and executors of 
the law, in the performance of their offices, with calum- 
nious, fiandering, and injurious words and writings, with- 
out being able fully to prove what they have charged 
them v/ith, ihall be immediately and feverely puuifhed, as 
every particular cafe may require ; in order that inconfi- 
derate, malicious, and mifchievous perfons may take warn- 
ing thereat : but nobod)', whofoever he is, fhall be for a 
long while kept in prifon without being put to a trial and 
judgement. And, in order that need and diftrefs may 
not give the judge an occafion and pretence to abufe his 
office, the lavvman*s-judge and feflion-money, granted 
by the peafantry to the maintenance of their judges^ fhall 
be kept untouched, and employed to its due end, and the 
pay of the judges, after the annual lift, exadtly according 
to the afTurance of King Guftavus Adolphus, of blefled 
memory, in the year i6ii. The king's attornies and 
ferjeants at law may not exercife their offices to the^in- 
jury of others, and promoting their own felf-intereft : and 
; if tills fhould happen, they fhall be accountable for it ac- 
cording to law 5 of which the chancellor, of juftice ihall 

have 
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have a narrow infpeftion: his incumbent duty it is Ilk - 
•wife, to fee how the law and the ordinances are obeyed, 
and give an account thereof to his majefty. The above- 
mentioned King's Benches fhall, hereafter as hitherto, be 
three. The firft at Stockholm, whereto appertains the 
whole kingdom of Sweden, properly fo called in the old 
law : the fecond is always at lonkoping, whereto belongs 
the whole kingdom of Gothia ; and the third has its feat 
at Abo, to which the Great Duchy of Finland reforts. 

XVI. All commiffions, deputations with jurifdicSion, 
or extraordinary tribunals, either eftabliflied by the king or 
the ftates, (hall be hereafter abolifhed, as being the means 
to further fovereignty or tyranny ; and every Swedilh 
man fliall enjoy the right to be judged by that court to 
wiiich he belongs, after the law of Sweden: but if it 
fhould happen, that any of fo high a birth, or the fenators, 
or a whole college, fhould prove guilty of fo high crimes 
and mifdemeanors, that it concerns the king, the realm, 
or the majefty of the crown, and that the criminal could 
not be judged neither by the King's Bench, nor by the 
fenatc, then a tribunal of the realm fhall be conftituted, 
where the king fhall be prefent, or in his place the 
prince royal fhall prefide, or the firfl of the hereditary 
princes, or the eldeft fenator ; and whofe members are to 
be all the fenators, the field-marfhal, all the prefidents 
of the royal colleges, four of the eldeft counfellors 
of the three King's Benches, one general, two of the 
eldeft lieutenant-generals, two of the eldeft major- 
generals, the eldeft admiral, the two eldeft vice-admirals, 
the two eldeft rear-admirals, the chancellor of the court, 
and the three fecretaries of ftate; the chancellor ofjuf- 
tice is always foUicitor *, and the eldeft fecretary of revi- 
fion fhall keep the minutes. This tribuu<\l is iniitled, 
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the trial paft, to publifli the judgement widi &• da^rf 
open, and nobody may afterwards have power to alter il> 
and much lefs to make it moi:e (evere : his majefty qot 
deprived of his prerogative to pardon. 

XVII. Next to the King's Benches follows the Mi- 
litary College, where now, as before, is to be a prudent, 
the mafter of ordnance, the quarter-mafter-generalY and 
the wonted counfellors of war, who mtift be well ufcd 
to accounts, and are cfpeciaUy to be taken out of Aofc 
that are (killed in matters of war. This collie has in- 
fpe£^ion and care of the land army in the kingdom, the imt- 
fillery, ufed both in the field and in the fortrefTes^ the bo? 
ij of fortification, guns, &^rief, weapons, ammuiutioiil> 
and what belongs thereunto, the condition of the fortreffelt 
efpeciaDy at the frontiers, caftles, and building for the 
war, the levying, enlifting, and reviewing of foldiers i and 
fo further, according to the inftru£lions, ordinances, and 
foyal writs, as are already, or may hereafter be ifTued. 

XVIII. The whole land army and navy of the king- 
dom, with the high and low commanders thereof, fhall 
take the oath of fidelity and allcgiai^ce to his majefty, the' 
realm, and the ftates, according to ^e eftabli(hed form. 
The army of horfe and foot, as well as the mariners, con» 
tinues, as it is appointed, according to the fandtion, called 
Indelnings-Werk, and is to be maintained by the contrails 
piadc with the peafantry and the towns, which are tq be 
narrowly performed, obeyed, and kept, until his majefty, 
with the ftatcs, fliall find it neceflary to alter them in any 
way. 

XIX. No colonel, or any other of the military ccvdt 
manders^ may, without his inajf (ly's own orderj^ fummon 

any 
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*ny Jioinc-fent troops to aflemble, excepted the ufual ren- 
devous of the regiments^ unlefs in cafe of an unexpedted 
invafion of the enemies of the kingdom, which fhall then 
be inftandy reported to his majefty ; the chief command 
belonginjg to him alone over his whole army and navy, as 
it has always been ufual in former, and for the country the 
m(A ^ouriibing and b^ppy times. 

XX. The third college of the realm is the Board of 
Admiralty, wherein is to be a preiident, and the members 
are to be all the admirals and flag-ofiicers prefent; but for 
the better managing of thefe affairs, in his majefty 's 
{Toun^il there fliall be at leaft one fenator who hath 
(crvec) in .the navy, and is experienced in the marine. 
Tbis college has the infpe6lion and care of the navy of the 
realm, with all things thereto belonging, as well the 
buflding of the (hips, their equipping and furnifhing 
with gunS) as the victualling, the raifmg of the ma- 
pnes, the company of divers, the pilotry, and all other 
bufinefs thereto belonging, according to the inftruc- 
tions, royal writs, and ordinances, as are already, or may 
hereafter be iflued. 

XXI. The fourth college is the Chancery of the 
Realm, where one of the fenators always is prefi- 
dent, having, a3 members, one or more of the fenators, 
pne chancellor of the court, the fecretaries of ftate, and 
the ufual counfellors of chancery. In this college, all the 
ftatutesj^ordinances, andreceffes, concerning the kingdom 
in general, and the privileges of particular towns and per- 
fons, are framed and penned, efpecially commiiEons for 
places, edidis, writs, and warrants : hereto belong like- 
wife all the records and rolls of the diets and other aflem- 
blies, alliances with foreign powers, treaties pf peace 
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with enemies, the due difpatching of envoys, aD the conn- 
fcls the king ordinarily takes from the fenators, or fomc 
of them, and the records thereof, as well as all what 
is iflued under his majefty's name and feal. This col- 
lege has likewife the neceflary care for the poft-OiEce^ 
in the whole kingdom and the adjacent provinces, in or- 
der that they, under the infpeftion of the chief diredor, 
may be duly adminiftred. The fecretarics of ftate are to 
take particular care that the rcfolutions, according to his 
majefty's decifion, and in conformity with the records, 
may be readily and fpeedily, duly, and in good order, iflu- 
ed, without the leaft negle£t, in what view focver it 
might be. Should any perfon prove fo nSh as to iffue 
^ warrant, contrary to his majefty's decifion, and there- 
with endeavour to furprize his majefty (which in fuch a 
multitude of expeditions, eafily might happen), the 
fame perfon (hall, after trial and lawful judgement, be re- 
moved from his place, and punifhcd as the crime deferves. 
Nor fhall, therefore, any waiT«int be hereafter, more than 
hitherto, obeyed and executed, without due counterfigna- 
t^on, except in military affairs. This college is befides 
lo follow the ordinance of the chancery, the inftrudlions, 
\\rit<, and royal ftatutes, which are already, or may here- 
aiier be ilFucd, 

XXII. Mis majefty denominates in the fenate, but 

without vc)tliig, the piLfuient of the chancery, the coanfel- 
]ors of chc-nc.ry thai are fr-iiatojs, the chancellor of the 
court, the chancellor of juRice, the fecretaries of ftate, 
the couiifeilors of chancery, as well as the fecrctaries of 
expeditions, and chufes them to whcni his majefty has the 
bell iruft. L'l the fcrnc nianner his mr'jefty*s envoys to 
foreiLrn courts arc to hi: conillLUted. 

XXIII. 
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XXIII. The fifth college of the realm is the College 
of the Chamber, which haS a prefident and the ufual 
counfellors of the chambers. There all who havie any 
bufinefs with the income and expences of the king and 
crown, are to receive their order and. give their accounts, 
according to the inftruftions, writs, and ordinances, hi- 
therto iffued, or which may hereafter be enafted. The 
care and endeavour of this college fliall be to fee that the 
rents and taxes be duly and feafonably gathered and en- 
creafed, the ground well cultivated and improved by a 
good tillage and hufbandry, in order that the Regalia Fijci 
may not be neglefted, forfeited and purloined ; but the 
fubftande of the realm by all means amended, adapted t<i 
the expences, kept in order, and in due time received, fo 
that the public credit may not be loft ; but that his ma- 
jefty, in cafe of need, can depend upon aid and affiftance 
as well within the kingdom as abroad. The great cuf-* 
tom-houfe, with its receipt and accounts, as well as the 
petty land-tolls and the excife, appertain likewife, under 
the infpeclion of a chief diredor, to the care of the college 
of the chamber, v/hcre commiflions are to be given to the 
refpevStive cuftom-houfe officers and gatherers,^ and due 
fecurity for his majefty to be obfervcd. 

XXIV. In the Exchequer is to be a prefident and the 
ufual commiffioners of the exchequer. Hereunto belongs 
the difpcfition and diftribution of the cafh of the crown ; 
and here likcv/ife every one that handles the king's mo- 
ney, in due tifiie ought to come in with their accounts 
(Fderflag) according to v/hat their inftrudtions ordain. 
The eftimates muft alfo in due time every year be fettled, 
and thereby the eilablifhment, or lift of the year 1696, 
be the bafts and rule ; and cafe be taken, that the officers 
may be paid out of the incomes j^id coiFers of the crown. 

But 
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But the afore&idlift may not bo eai;ceeded or augmeniedi 
ihoutd not the unavoidable fervice and intereft of the king 
^md the kingdom require it. In the lift {hall not only fub- 
fift the determined fum for his majefty's privy purie, 
vhkh always is left to bis majefty's particular will and dif- 
pofition, but alfo a fum annually to be appropriated to ex- 
traordinary iflues, and managed after his majefty's under- 
ivritten and counterfigned order : the whole, according to 
tiie inftniSions, writs, and ordinances, as are already, or 
may hereafter be enabled* 

XXV. His majefty denominates in the fenate, but 
without voting, the prefident and the commii&oners of the 
^chequer, outoffuchperfons as, by ^thfulnefsand Adll 
kvthis interefting matter, have proved themfelves worthy 
|)f his majefty's truft* 

XXVI. The college of the Mines fliall likewife have 
a prefident and the ufual counfellois and aflbflbrs ; all fuch 
perfons, who by learning and experience have made them- 
felves qualified to be officers of judicature, and alfo have 
acquired a folid knowledge in metallurgic matters, and all 
the fciences thereto belonging. This college has in- 
fpedion and care of all what concerns the rife and im- 
provement of the mines and forges. 

XXVII. The College of Commerce has alfo a prefi- 
dent, the ufual counfellors, aflTefibrs and commiffioners, 
who have a confummate knowledge in the matters of 
commerce and trade. It is the incumbent duty of this 
college to take care that the commerce may proijper and 
incrcafe, that the manufactures may be fupportcd, the 
work-houfes well rcgulnted and maintained, and duty 
(Licciit) portory,cuilom-ordinanccs and taxes obferved; 

over 
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over aaci ^cvq ytrh;aLt inftrudipns, writs, and Hatute^ 
as are at pre&nt preicrib^di or bereaftef iball be or«* 
dained. ^ 

* 
XXVm. pie Revifion of die Chamber muft like- 
wife have a prefident, who, with the ufual niend)er% 
takes care, not only that all juridical aSairs, there de« 
pending, may be lawfully judged and executed by th(^ 
ferjeants at law, but alfo that the annual acpounts of the 
crown, without any delay, from that very time they arv: 
fent to the Royal College of the Chamber, and the Re- 
vifion of the Chamber takes notice thereof, may be fiu> 
veyed, explained, elaborated, and finally decided; all 
according to the inflrudions, writs^ and ordinances^ 
which are already, or may hereafter be ifTued. 

XXIX. The Lord High Steward of the Realm i^ 
one of the fenators,^ in whofe infpeftion, his majefty'$ 
court, palace, and houfehold are, and who rules, keeps^ 
and takes care of his table and fervants of the court, widi 
^I what thereto belongs. 

XXX. His Majefty's Court and Houfehold is to be 
at his own peculiar difpofition 3 his majefly alone being 
able to alter, change, and reform whatever he ihbuld find 
neceffiuy. 

XXXI. The grand governor (Ofver-Stathallare) of 
Stockholm, the captain-lieutenant, lieutenant and quar* 
ter-mafter of the lifeguard«man, the-colonel and lieute- 
nant-cplonel of the foot-guard, and alfo the colonel of. 
the horfe-guard, the colonel of the life-4ragoons, die co- 
lonel and lieutenant-colonel of the artillery, the general- 
adjutants 
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adjutants and the commandants of the frontier towns, 
are all charges of truft, which his majefly grants or re- 
calls in fitting fenate, yet without voting. 

XXXn, All the colleges are bound to aflift each other 
in all what can be conducive to the good and emolun>ent 
of the king and the kingdom, whenever it fhall be re- 
quired and neceflary : yet one college muft not incroach, 
or do any hindrance and prejudice to the other; but each 
attend to its bufinefs with due activity, care, fedulity, 
faith, and prudence. The prefidents, when they arc 
prefent in their colleges, enjoy their due power and au- 
thority ; but when they are abfent in the king's, or their 
own private affairs, although they then keep the title 
and honour due to their quality, yet they cannot order, 
difpofe, and command any thing that belongs to the 
charge of prefidents, till they fhal! return and be feated 
in their regular funSion. During their abfence, the 
cldeft member of the college performs, with equal right, 
authority, and efFeil, all what is adherent to th^^ charge. 
The colleges are accountable to the king for their be- 
haviour when he requires, and (hall anfwer nobody but 
him alone for their adminiftration, 

XXXITI. The regency of the provinces is eftablilhed 
in certain governments jull as they now are conftituted; 
fo that there never, for the future, fhall be any general- 
governor in this realm, if not on a very peculiar emer- 
gency, and then for a fliort time : alfo fhall there no ap- 
panage, province, or government be beftowed ; but the 
provinces fhall be divided in th^^ fame governments they 
nov/, according to the Form of Regency de Aiino 1 720, 
■;i:tua]lv arc, 

XXXIV. 
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XXXIV. The prince heir apparent to the erown of 
Sweden, and alfo the princes of the royal Swedifh blood) 
cannot have any appanage, or general-government, but 
muft depend upon fuch annual allowance that can be 
adlotted them from the Exchequer, which money, for 
the hereditary princes, muft not be lefs than one hundred 
thoufand dollars S. mt. * from the day they fhall be de- 
clared of age, which is at twenty-one years, The 
princes of the Swedifh blood, who are more diftant from 
the crown, fhall have fuch an annual penfion for their 
maintenance, as can be convenient and fuitable to their 
birth. Yet they can be diftinguifhed with the titles of 
duchies, as in old times has been in fafhion; but.without 
any fight to thofe provinces whofe name they bear, 
which always fhall be incorporated under one head and 
ruler, without any diminution or feparation. 

XXXV. Concerning the fuftenance of the prince 
royal, who always is the reigning king his eldeft fon, or 
grandfon, in a dire6l defcending line, it muft be beftowed 
in the fame manner as eftabll&ed for the late king Adol- 
phus Frederichus his fon's, our now reigning moft gra- 
cious king's Guftavus's the III. annual maintenance. 
And when he is come to the age of eighteen years^ he 
ihall be admitted into the council of the king. 

XXXVI. No prince of rhe Swedifh blood, although 
he may be prince royal, or hereditary prince, or of a more 
diflant line, may marry without^ the king's knowledge 
and confent. In the cafe any one fhould contravene, he 
ihall be judged after the Swedifh law, and the. ctiildren be 
difmherited. 

♦ About ^.^lie. 
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XXXVIL The king being Tick, or abient upon z 
hng journep^ tben the itgency is to be adminiftred ij 
thole of the fenate, whom die king has denominated for 
that parpofe : but if the king Ihould fall fick fb fiiddenlj 
- that he cannot give any ordtrs how die afikirs of the 
realm (hould bo managed, tben all die warrants and de«* 
crces are to be figned by the four eldeft fenators and die 
prefident of the chancery : thefe five together are to ex- 
ercife die ropl power in all affairs that require a qtuck 
difpatch } but they are not intitled to denominadon of em- 
ployments^ nor to conclude alliances, before die king being 
fe redored to health, diat he himfelf can tabe in hands die 
affairs of government; and tben thefe (hall be. account^ 
able to die king how bufmefs has been diijpatched. But 
if the king dies, and the prince royal is under age, dien 
the government of the realm is to be adminiftred in die 
manner above-mentioned, unlefs that the late king had 
made any teftamentary difpofition ; in which cafe it fhall 
be according to the king's faid teftament. 

XXXVIII. The ftates of the realm muft not foil to 
convene, when called by the king, on time and place 
indicated, there to confult with his majefty on fuch af- 
fairs, whereabout his majefty defires their meeting. 
Nobody elfe but the king alone fhall have the power to 
call the ftates to a public diet, except in the minority of 
the king ; then- the tutors * exercife this power. But if 
the crown fhould happen to be vacant by the extinftion 
cf the whole royal family on the male fide (for which 
(ad event ths gracious God beware !), then the ftates of 
die kingdom arc bound, without any convocation, on 
the 30th day after the death of the king, of themfelves to 

* Guardians. 
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meet af Stockholm, according to our z& of cotl^reImon^ 
de dato Junii 23d, 1743 ; which aA sdfo exprefTes the 
penalty on whofoever in that cafe fhould endeavour, 
trith prafl^ices and confpiracieS) to incroach upon the 
free ele£Hon of the ftates* In that unhappy event, it is 
incumbent on the wardens of the houfe of noUes, the 
chapter of Upfala, and the court of magiftrates at Stock- 
holm, inftantly to publifh it> in all the provinces, for the 
knowledge of ail who are concerned ; and whereas the 
provincid governors then are obliged, each in his terri- 
tory, to make known the demife of the king to all the 
inhabitants, it is expeded, that fo many will be prefent 
before the appointed time, that they may be able to iave 
and defend the liberty of the country, and a new fuc- 
ccSx to the crown be chofen* 

XXXIX. The ftates of the kingdom are bound, with 
Enthful concern, to leave intemerate all the royal prero- 
^ gatives, after the dictates of the Swedifli law, fo that 
tiiey ftall be kept in their full vigour and ftrength, in 
order diat all what in fuch manner appertains to the royal 
authority ihall be zealoufly and carefully maintained, 
defended, and ftrengthened ; wherefore, nothing of thefe 
fundamental laws is to be reformed, augmented or dimi' 
niihed, without the concert and agreement of the king, 
on purpofe that no unlawfulnefs might render invalid the 
enaded law, or the liberty of the fubjefts, together with 
the king's rights, be invaded and fubdued ; but each be 
in poffeiEon of his due rights and privileges : to that end 
all the ftatutes, from the year 1680 till this prefent time, 
which have been confidered as fundamental laws, in 
virtue of this fliall be abrogated and rejefted. 

XL. The king (hall have no power to make new laws 

without 
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without the knowledge and afTent of the ftates, nor abrcK 
gate an old one received formerly. 

XLI. The ftates (hall have no power to abrogate old 
laws, nor to make new ones, without the king's Gonfent 
and approbation. 

XLn. When a new law is to be fettled, the following 
method fhall be obfcrved ; if the dates of the realm wilh 
for a new ftatute, then they are to confult among them- 
felves, and after they are come to agreement, the.proje^ 
is to be prefented to his majefty by their four fpeakers, 
for to perceive the king's fcntiment. His majefty there- 
upon aiks the advice of the fenate ; and when he himfelf 
has pondered It, and fixed his refolution, he calls the 
ilates to public meeting in the Great-hall ( Riks-Salen), 
and gives them^ in a fliort fpecch, his confent and agree- 
ment, or elfc the reafons for his refufal. But if the king 
fliould propofe a new law, he is at firft to communicate 
it to the fenate ; and vvlien the fcnators have given their 
advice to the protoccl, the whole matter is to be deli- 
vered to the itaics, who, after having confulted, and 
come to an agreement amongfl themfelves, afk for a day 
to \n'A^nt theii" conreiit to his majefty in the Great Hall: 
niii if. it happens to be a refufal, then they deliver their 
ijafoas for it in writing by their four fpeakers. 

?\ J JII. if there ihould be raifed fome new queftion 
'ahotit the true meaning oi the law, as In former times 
tio<jucnt.]\' has h^ippened, then it fiiail be decided in 
the iaip.e niLiiuici" ;;.> in the 42d article here above is 

eMoCtwd. 

XLIV. Akho'.iffh it always is an appurtenance to the 
CiOiVii to Cvviu uiQiicy, yei the (btes have rcfcrved them- 
felves. 
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felves, when any raifing or debafiitg of the ftandard, or 
intrinfic value^ fhould be defigned or undertaken, that 
fuch a reformation ihall not come to pafs without their 
l^nowledge and agreement; 

XLV. The king is to defend and faVe the country, 
particularly from foreign and hoftile invafion; but he 
cannot againft the tenor of the law, his royal oath and 
aflurance^ levy any aids for war, new taxes^ enrolling of 
men^ or other duties^ without the knowledge of the 
ftates, and their free will and confent ! yet, that un^ 
happy cafe excepted, when the kingdom fhould be at- 
tacked by an army, then his majefty has power to take 
fueh meafures^ for the Security of the realm, as he fhall 
judge convenient for the good of his fubjefts j but as 
foon as the war is finifhed, the ftates muft be called, and 
tdie new taxes in behalf of the war quite abolifhed. 

XLVL The aflemblies of the ftates are not to fubfift 
longer than at nioft three months : and in order to avoid 
that the country being aggrieved by the expences of long 
diets, as has happened heretofore, the king is empowered, 
after that '^ime, to difTolve the afTembly, and fend away 
the deputies each to his own home ; and if^ in the like 
occaAon, no new fubfidies were granted, the old ones 
Aen are to fubfifti 

XLVII. The ftates are intitled to denominate and 
chufe the perfons who are to be feated in thofe com* 
xnittees, with which the king will pleafe to confult about 
fuch bufinefe as he defigns fliall be kept fecret. Thefe 
members are inverted with all that right and authority 
which appertains to the ftates themfelves : but all mat- 
ters that can be publifhed (hall be communicated to the 
ftates, and imparted to their deliberation. 

Vol. IV. E c XI^VUL 
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XLVIII. The king has no power to wage war with* 
out the aiTent and agreement of the ftates. 

XLlX. No other minutes^ bat of fuch affidrs that 
have been under the deliberation of die king with the 
ftateS) can be required or delivered to diem. 

L. The ftate and condition of the Exchequer {hail be 
laid open before the ftates of the realm, in order to take 
cognizance that the public money has been fpent to die 
good and welfare of the country. 

LL If a member of the ftates, during the diet, or en 

his journey to or from the diets^ fhould be injured and 

wronged with words and deeds, when he has made 

' ^own that he is in that quality and bufinefs, it {ball be 

punifhed as a breach of the king's peace. 

LII. His majefty afllires to maintain all the ftates of 
the kingdom in their duly acquired old privileges, im- 
munities, rights, and liberties : and alfp, no new privi- 
leges for any one of the ftates, without the knowledge, 
advice, and confent of all the four ftates, fliall be given 
or imparted. 

LIII. To his majefty 's gracious care alone the Ger- 
man provinces are left, that they may be governed ac- 
cording to the Laws of the empire, and the tenor of the 
treaty of Weftphaly. 

LIV. The cities and towns of the kingdom are to 

remain in their duly acquired privileges and rights, 

which were granted and given them by former kings ; 

yet fo, that they are to be fitted and adapted to the cir- 

4 cumftancet 
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cumftahces' of the times, fof the good and advantage of 
the cbittrhonwcalth. * 

LV. The bank of the ftate^ is to remain hereafter as 
Defore, Under their guarantee, and at their own difpo- 
fitibn, fo that it is to be adminiftered according to the 
rules and ftatutes already enafted, or fuch as the ftates 
\irill eftablifh for the future. 

LVI. The cafh of penfions belonging to the army 
Ihall remain, according to the ordinances already con- 
firmed, or fuch as his m.-yefty, with the faithful military 
eommahders and deputies from the regiments, will agree 

to. 

LVII. If this Law in any point fliould be found 
obfcure, the literal contents muft be obferved, till the 
icing and the ftates, in the manner expreffed hereabove, 
articles XXXIX. and XLII. fhall agree upon the true 
fenfe. 

All this, We, now here aflembled States, have judged 
heceflary for the regular government of the realm, our 
liberty and fecurity, to ratify and enaft for us, our abfent 
fellcw-fubje6ts, dur pofterity born and unborn. We 
declare and proteft hereby anew, that we bear the 
greateft abhorrence to a king's defpotic power, or the 
fo-called fovereignty; deeming that our higheft felicity, 
•lionour, and advantage, to be and dwell free and felf- 
independent, law-giving but law-obferving ftates, under 
the fway 6f a king in power, but bound to the law j both 
of us tied together and protected by the law, who 
preferves. us and our dear country from the dangers 
which are the fad efFedts of diforder, licentioufriefs, def- 
potifm, and an Ariftocratic government, of many, to the 
detriment '6f the whole fociety, and to the grievance and 
E e a diftrefs 
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diftrds of every fubjcd. We are fo much the more a^ 
fultd to have an orderly, lawful, and happy govemmenti 
as his majefty has declared, diat he will regard it as his 
greateft honour to be the firft cijdzen amongft a free 
people ; and we are hopeful that the like (endments will 
be propagated in the Royal Family, from father to fon, 
till the latefl times of the world. Therefore we de- 
clare enemy to us and the country whoever fhall be Co 
imprudent and malignant a fellow-fubjed, as to endea* 
TOur to draw us off from this ian^iion by cheat and 
crafr, fecret plots or open violence, in order to intrude 
upoq us royal defpotifm or fovereignty; or, under the 
pretence and (how of liberty, overthrow thefe laws, 
•wWch, when they corroborate a true and ufeful liber^, 
ihut the doors to licentioufnefs and confufion. Whoever 
it may be, (hall be punifhed without mercy, according 
to the plain law of Sweden. We affure ^fo, in vhtuc 
of bur fworn fealty and this form of government, that 
we fhall keep loyal obedience to his majefly, fulfil his 
orders in all that is due and warrantable before God and 
men, for him to command, and for us to do, all rights 
being fafe, that belong to him and ourfelves, as it be- 
comes faithful men and fubjefts. 

Signed and fealed in Stockholm the 2ifl day of Au- 
gdft, in the year after the birth of Our Saviour 1772. 

For the Nobility. For the Clergy. 

A. G. LEIONHUF WUD- AND. H. FORSSENIUS. 
h* t Landtmarfhal. Speaker. 

(L. S.) (L. S.) 

For the Burghers. For the Peafantry. 

JOH. H. MOCHSCHILD. JOSEPH HANSSON. 
In the place of the Speaker. Speaker. 

(L-S.) (L.S.) 

All 
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All this here above written. We ourfelves not only 
receive as a firm fundamental law, but We ordaiQ like- 
'wife, and e^ijoin all who are bound to Us and our Suc- 
ceflbrs to the reign, with fidelity, allegiance, and loyalty, 
ta acknowledge, keep, ^d obey this fprm of govern- 
ment For the more certainty, We have figned this 
wkh our own hand, and caufed Our Royal Seal to 
iK put hereunder, at Stockhohn, the 2ift day of Auguft, 
in die year ^fter the birth of Our Saviour one tbouiand 
jfevf n bun4red ^d the feventyrfecond. 

G U S T A V U S, 
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S.W.^PISH COMMERCE. 



EXPORTS. 



VjOPPER plates, ordinary 
Cpppir, iscfined 
Himmerbd* copper plates 
Large copper plates 
0id minted copper plates 
iHffeieht forts of copper 
Brafs ; * ^ 
Brais wir^ ' - 
jindis ketdes 
l&iffercm forts of btafs 
IroA anchors 
Iron plates, tinned 
fr(^n ^ates, not tinned - ' 
Jron cannons ' ' ' - 
BaJis"' ' "- 
]^rx>n pots' 

Bitfereht Torts pffmaller bar iron 
Ordinary bar iron 
Jfon plates^ -? 

SoJel '^ '^^ 
5teel wire 
Niils .^ 

jpittcvcoai:^ • 
" - Ee4 
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I' 


u L 


Wrought iron of the finer fort 
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5,776 


3 6| 


Ditto of the coarfcr fort 
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14,954 


3 i| 


Difrerent forts of iron and fteel 
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Axle-trees 
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16 I0| 


Beams of fir - 
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" 4i 


Ordinary deals 
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le 
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14 Pi 
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9 2 


Uth . . - 
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Fir planks 
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8 9 
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- 


1,279 
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421 
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3 li 
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Fiih 
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286 
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Cattle 
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335 


5 li 


Sail clolh 
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Linen - r "^ 
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£* ^* ^ 


Chalk 
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^ / I* ^* ^ 

Oialk ^ , * 4^76 15 3J 

Printed books ' * - ' - 479 o jo 

Guns and piftols - ^ . ^9 ^9 9i 

Herbs for dying yellow - - 12 6 8 

Different forts of cordage - 104 5 10 

Gunpowder - , . 4 15 11 J 

Different kincjg of furniture ^ 152 o 3} 

Beer - ^ . 298 a 10 

Earthenware - - . 1^099 14 0} 

CoUothar, or brown red - ^ 407 i 3 

Filhoil ^ ^ ^ 47^5^6 J jjj 

J^ . - - - 96,546 18 2i 

Saffron - • • • 1,743 ^ ^f 

Watclies . . . 304 5 71 

Vitrid - ^ .- 52 5 10 

New-built fhips - ^ ? 7,^95 IS ij 

Paulks f ^ ,. 745 15 O 

Silks - , . 1,570 6 iif 

Pifferent goods - -, ^ 1,280 19 a 

Salt T r -!- - 8,799 I 3 

Oakftaves • - • 1^.95 15 ux 

Wines . , , 3,^45 g ^ 

French brandy ? -1 -p 335 010 

Tobacco leaves - - - 135299 o 5 

Tea ^ ^ r - ?2,494 4 oj 

Oil of turpentine - - 99 16 8 

White lead - ^ . 37 5 10 

Cochineal - . . ,,995 14 o{ 

P«PP«r - ^ r 1,145 16 8 

Sugar • . - 154 15 3f 

Cinnamon . - - ^ 49^ ^ i^ 

Nutmegs ^ . - I54 16 il| 

Mace : r ' ^ ^ 76 10 5 

Hemp 
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Gnnnx 

DuScMit ibfts pf coni 

LiTecatde 

Meat I- 

Ckeefe - r 



Slit meat ^ 
D^incait 



Tallow - * 

Fifll^Afeentloirta • 
^fltattddrMfilb 
niiitt ' ' ^ W' 

IM' - ^ -^ . 

Printed iKy^ks 

Calamine 

Feathers - 

Hair 

Patters earth 

Tin 

Wax candes 

Fit cod 

Different goods 

French wine - - 

lUienilh wine 

Portuguefe and Spanifh wine 

Gder and vine^ ^ 

Wines, liquors, &c^ • 

Silk - r r 

Cotton 7 

Cotton, thread 

Pitto, worfted «* ^ 
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t^S 
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Hides 

Hemp - - - -• 

Flax . ... 

Polifli wool - - - 

Spaniih wool 
Sole leather 

Pot allies - - - 

Linen thread - - - 

Different rude materials 
Eaft India goods confumed in. Swe- 
den - - - 
Fitight paid to foreign fhips 



11,824 o o 
57,926 10 5 

29,107 17 ^l 

19^554 o 3i 

3,029 4 lOj 

12,327 10 lO 

100 5 7| 

2,818 5 Hi 

18,886 17 7J 

10,810 2 6 

6,301 O 2f 



Total of Imports • ^.1,008,39212 4^ 
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